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Indiaisearning32,10,093 crore fromagriculture export

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 17 DECEMBER

India is exporting Rs 68645
crore more than what it is
importing in the agriculture
sector, said Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar here on Friday.

Giving details of the export
and import figure, the Min-
ister said India exported agri-
culture products worth Rs
2,10,093 crore as against the
import of Rs 1,41,448 crore dur-
ing 2020-21 crores.

He said India is mainly
importing vegetable oils, puls-
es, cashew nuts, fresh fruits
and spices, but the government
is trying to cut its import bill
by making India self-reliant
in pulses under the National
Food Security Mission. Sim-
ilarly, the Governmentis also
trying to reduce its import bill

on edible oil by augment
availability ofedible oil through
National Mission on Edible
Qils-0il Palm (NMEO-OP),
he said while replying toa ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha.
Besides, under Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojna (RKVY),
funds are being provided to
States forimproving the pro-
duction of pulses. NFSM-
Oilseeds programme is being
implemented to improve pro-

duction of essential edible
oils in the country. National
Mission on Edible Oils-0il
Palm (NMEO-OP) has been
launched with theaim to aug-
ment the availability of edi-
ble oil in the country by har-
nessing area expansion,
increasing crude palm oil
production to reduce the
import burden.

Onthe spice frontalso, the
Government has taken steps

to address high import of
turmeric by organizing culti-
vation of varieties with high
curcumin contentin clusters
in suitable areas. Further to
meet the growing demand of
raw cashew nuts in the coun-
try, Centre is trying to increase
the cultivation area with high
yielding varieties, high den-
sity planting, and by rejuve-
nation of senile orchards, the
Minister said.

Centre trains more than 9.8
lakh farmers for organic farm-
ing: The Union Ministry for
Agriculture and Farmer's Wel-
fare has trained more than 9.8
lakh farmers for Organic Farm-
ingand to provideendtoend
support to organic farmersin
the country during the past
three years, claimed Union
Agriculture Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar here on Fri-
day.

farmers in Asia and Africa.”

Centre has been promot-
ing organic farming through
dedicated schemes of
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas
Yojana (PMVY) and Mission
Organic Value Chain Devel-
opment in North East Region
(MOVCDNER), the Minister
said while replying to a ques-
tion in Rajya sabha here on Fri-
day. He said both the schemes
provide end to end support to
organic farmers from organ-
ic production to certification
and marketing including post
harvest management sup-
port like processing, pack-
aging, and storage.

While the PKVY wasimple-
mented inall the States across
the country to promote organ-
icfarming in cluster mode, the
MOVCDNERisimplemented
inall the North Eastern States
for promotion of certified
organic production.

tural Information and Com-

NITIAayog, AIM &UNCDF announcefirst Agritechcohort
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EMBER across India, Indonesia,

g markeis
nn agriculture and it con-

Overthe coming weeks, the

ingthe participanisbulldand
test their solution in the new

munications, Ministry of Agri-

NITI Aayog, Atal Innovation
Mission (AIM) and the Unit-
ed Nations Capital Ucv:\\op
ment Fund (UNCDE
rolled out their fi
challenge cubort fur u\,.unhl

tious innovative Agri-tech
programme that aims to help
smallholder farmers across
Asia and Africa to address
their challenges in the after-
math of the pandemic.

NITI Aayog, AIM in part-
nership with TINCDF, Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
and Rabo Foundation
launched 2 South-South inno-
vation platform to enable a
cross-bhorder exchange of
innovations, insights and
invesiments in July this year
2021. Through this platform,
cross-border collaborations

Malawi, Malaysia, Kenya,
Uganda, Zambia would be
enabled,

}-nr its first platform
hallenge Cohort
i)

tributes to about 13- 18% of the
GDE As agriculture is a sec-
tor that emotionally appeals
o themasses, Indinnagencics
areprompied u nmﬂm ke pol-

appm.d\mm were invited lLI
facilitate theirexpansion to the
international markets through
two tracks- Mam trackanc AIM
track.

Atotal of 10 high-growth
innovators have beenselect-
ed in the Main track, out ofa
totalol 1 B0applications. The
key objective of the main
track applications was Expan-
sion Support solution pilotin
Lhe chosen international mar-

et

Speakingduring the virtual
announcemeniofthe cohor,
NIT1 Aayog VC Rajiv Kumar,
said *In India, more than 50%

ey ate the
industry lan ujsr..:pe We at
NITI Aayog are leaving ne
stoneunturned to improve the
agriculture secroral landscape
and we will continue till the
milestones are achieved and
beyond.”

The Cohort represents a
diverse range of solutions
across the value chain of the
smallholderfarmer, including

il analysis,

I Ti

Director, Inclusive Finance
Practice Area, UNCIF Henri
Dommed said “ITNCDF has
been working owards leaving
no one behind in the digial
era, particularly in the least
developed countries, Our
in Asiaand Africa

& intelligence, dairy ecosys-
tem, carbon cred 1t
based cold stora
markeiplace, finiech, live-
stock insurance, among oth
ers.
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Pesticides: Panel

backs govt proposal

AMID INDUSTRY concerns,
a parliamentary panel on
Tuesday said the proposed
penaltyand jail term forvio-
lation of the Pesticide Man-
agement Bill, 2020, are “ess-
ential” to check the sale of
fakeand spurious pesticides.
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is anchored on collaborative
initiatives oimprove the
of the vulnerable and hel
achieve SDGs. The synergies
and learning opportunicy
between the two regions is

Andhra govt signs MoU to boost

AAYO

immense, underscored by a
thriving innovation ecosystem
that is waorking 1o address

selected participants will
receive support to enable
theirinternational expansion
through directindustry link-
ages, larget market and sec-
tor understanding, investor
connects, nsights o scale up
across borders and the oppar
tunity (o receive a financial
grant. In his address, Mission.
Director, Atal Innavation Mis-
sion, NITI Aayog,  Chintan
Valshnay said, India's inno-
vation hasmatured

many shared The
South-South Platformisaco-
created effortin this direction

to enable the exchange of

knowledge and solutions, with
Agritech Challenge as the
insugural inidative. We are
delighted to welcome the
whullm\dumk\s\didn.mm

rapidly overthe lastdecadeand
the creativity and vigour of
Indian entrepreneurs and
researchers can playacritical
role in solving snmr of the

Th I[ nge focus-
onimproving the financial
healthof farmers

tion o bmel‘tthesm'\\]hu\der

and will work towards help-

market, as part of UNCDF's
work under the Global Cen-
tre for Financial Hezith, with
?llbﬂi‘q 1ent r.uppnn on <I:ﬂl

" "
Ingwith ATM- Jm.ulmmleﬁ]\
:wgcmnm‘amrsundcradcd
icated ADM-track, to help build
readiness for international
expansion. An additional 15
promising AIM-incubated
innovators have been select-
ed across irrigation technol-
ogy. fintech, online markei-
place, smart farming, cold
storage, among others. They
will receive sUpport to explore
expansion through master-
classes by global experts and
opporiunities o engage with
industry mentors.
Consolata Acaye, Assis-
tant Commissioner, Agricul-

sustainable farming in state

Hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh
government has signed an MoU
with the Food and Agriculture
Organization and the Indian
Council of Agriculture Research
on a project for strengthening
the capacities of the state in sup-
porting farmers to adopt sustain-

able cultivation.

Agriculture Minister Kurasala
Kannababu said the government
is keen on convincing farmers to
grow alternative crops instead of
paddy. For this, Rythu Bharosa
Kendras — one-stop procure-
ment centres for agricultural
items in the state — will be

revamped.

culture, Animal Industry and
Fisheries, Government of
Uganda said the Ministry is
keen on the value of this
South-South cooperation
especially enabling innovations
[rom Indiand what they can
add to the Ugandan ae;mcch
ecosystem as they strive o
address persistent challenges
in the agriculture sectar.
Moreover, there were over
130 innovators who applied
to join the challenge with
solutions addressing key pro-
ductivity, climate risk and
supply chain gaps for small-
holderfarmers. A select setof
solutinns were presented toa
global jury comprising indus-
anking and ccosystem
leaders from Asia and Africa,
to form the cohori of the
Agritech Challenge.
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Record foodgrains output likely in 2022

Farm laws repeal and price rise are bitter pills for agriculture sector

NEW DELHI: India achieved
record foodgrains production
this year but the withdrawal
of three agri-reform laws and
spike in cooking oil prices cast
ashadow on the country's resil-
ient agriculture sector that is on
course for better harvest in 2022
despite pandemic blues.

While soaring produc-
tion of foodgrains that also
helped the government pro-
vide free additional rations for
COVID-hit poor families for
many months together came
as a relief, the passing year will
be remembered for the long
drawn farmers' protest at Delhi
borders against the three laws
and subsequent repeal of the
legislations.

The Indian agriculture sec-
tor, which was among the few
segments that remained robust
amid the pandemic gales, is
expected to register a growth
rate of 3.5 per cent in the cur-

rent financial year ending March
2022. Foodgrains production hit
an all-time high in the 2020-21
crop year that ended in June at
308.65 million tonnes. The pro-
duction could reach 310 million
tonnes in the current crop year.

‘The government procured
huge quantities of wheat, rice,
pulses, cotton and oilseeds at the
Minimum Support Price (MSP)

for the benefit of farmers.

During 2020-21, paddy and
wheat procurement reached a
record 894.18 lakh tonnes and
433.44 lakh tonnes, respectively.
Procurement of pulses touched
21.91 lakh tonnes, coarse grains
11.87 lakh tonnes and oilseeds
11 lakh tonnes, as per official
data.

As production and procure-

ment continued smoothly, the
farmers'agitation, which started
in November 2020, finally ended
this month after Parliament
passed a Bill on the first day of
Winter Session on November
29, to repeal the three conten-
tious farm laws. The Supreme
Court had stayed implemen-
tation of these laws in January
itself. Farmers unions are claim-
ing victory after they forced
the Centre to accede to their
demands. In contrast, econo-
mists and government officials
see it as a setback in ushering
in reforms in the agricultural
marketing system.

‘The jury is still out on the
merit of these three laws.

"We were expecting one-fifth
of the country's farmers to ben-
efit from the implementation
of the three farm reforms. We
completely lost that opportu-
nity. However, [ feel the setback
is only temporary,” Niti Aayog

Member Ramesh Chand said.
Had farm laws been imple-
mented, the Niti Aayog mem-
ber said, "it would have helped
achieve the target of doubling
farmers income to a large extent.
We had put nearly 20 per cent
increase in income on imple-
mentation of the farm laws".
The three laws, passed
by Parliament in September
2020, were aimed at giving
marketing freedom to farm-
ers beyond notified mandis. A
framework for contract farming
and regulating supply of essen-
tial commodities only under
extraordinary circumstances
were the other main objectives.
Chand said, the overall per-
formance of the agricultural sec-
tor has been robust this year.
"The agri-growth rate is intact.
This year, we expect 3.5 per cent
growth rate in agriculture by the
end of March 2022, same as last
year's level,” he said. moL

NITI Aayog bats for orgamc farming

Hans NEwS SERVICE
MurLuGu

A team of NITI Aayog officials led by
its Vice-Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar has
on Wednesday asserted that the Cen-
tral government would extend all its
support for the comprehensive devel-
opment of Jayashankar-Bhupalpally
and Mulugu districts.

Conducting a review meeting at Mu-
lugu, Dr Rajiv Kumar emphasized the
need for taking up organic farming,
The onus is on administration to sen-
sitise the farmers about the importance
of organic farmers.

“Mulugu district has a vast scope for
development as it has several historical
temples and laidback destinations, es-
pecially Ramappa temple which was
recently recognized as a World Her-

NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar conducting a review meeting in Mulugu on
Wednesday

itage Site by UNESCO. In addition to
this, the district also has Medaram, the
abode of Sammakka Saralamma tribal
deities, and River Godavari,” he added.

NITI Aayog Special Secretary Dr K

Rajeshwara Rao said they had come to
analyse and take steps to improve the
standards of education, health and
agriculture  in Mulugu  and
Jayashankar-Bhupalpally districts in

the next two decades. Both these back-
ward districts will be adopted by the
Centre, he said, referring to the plans
to develop the region. Further, he
added that the NITI Aayog is ready to
assist both the districts if the adminis-
tration comes up with viable projects.

Stating that Mulugu is a predomi-
nantly tribal district, Collector § Kr-
ishna Aditya said that they were mak-
ing use of the available resources and
funds for the improvement of health,
education, agriculture and water re-
sources, skill development and infra-
structure sectors.

Later the team visited Ramappa tem-
ple at Palampet village. Bhupalpally
district collector Bhavish Mishra,
Bhadrachalam ITDA project officer
Gautham P and Mulugu additional col-
lector Tla Tripathi were among others
present.

Deepak Fert arm to invest Rs 2,200 cr

on chemical unit in Odisha

Smartchem Technologies Ltd, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Deepak Fertilisers and Petrochemicals Corp Ltd, will invest 22

bin rupees in its upcoming ammonium nitrate plant in
Gopalpur, Odisha, the company said in a release. The
upcoming plant will have capacity of 377 ktpa and is

expected to be completed by August 2024. With this plant,

the company aims to capture domestic demand for

ammonium nitrate and tap into export opportunities as well,
it said. The plant is located at Tata Steel Industrial Park, which

is near major mining hubs and the Gopalpur port.
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As farmers shift to oilseeds,

wheatacreage drops 27

OURBUREAU

New Delhi,December 10

Wheat sowing in the current rabi
season dropped 2.4 per cent to
248.67 lakh hectares (lh) as of
December 10 from the year-ago
period, mainly due to farmers
shifting to other crops in Hary-
ana, Gujarat and Bihar. Other
wheat-growing States recorded
eitherthesameareaaslastyear or
higher.

“The shifting to mustard from
wheat is very clear this year be-
cause of high prices of the oilseed
crop since last year. Government
should take a cue from this trend
on its crop diversification plan as
price is the main driver to motiv-
ate farmers,” said AK Singhal, a

Total area under all crops was
up 2%at 513.25 lakh hectares

trader in Hapur, who deals with
grainsand pulses. The wheatacre-
age in Uttar Pradesh, too, may
marginally fall from last year’s 99
Ihattheend of the season, he said.
Currently, it has reached 73.55 Ih,
marginally higher from year-ago
period.

Over 82 per cent of the normal

sowing area of 625.14 [h under all
winter-sown crops has been
covered and it is up by two per
cent from the year-ago period.
Total area under all crops recor-
dedat5B.251h(503.631h).

Mustard output

The acreage of mustard|rapeseed
has jumped by 23.8 per cent at
81.66 1h from 55.971h. For 2021-22,
the government had set a target
of 75.8 Ih with a production of
12.24 million tonnes (mt), which
will be, in all likelihood,
breached. Mustard output was
101 mt in 2020-21. Total area un-
der oilseeds have jumped to 88.5
lh (7213 Ih), mainly because of
higherarea under mustard.
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Thc Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) affiliate
Swadeshi Jagran Manch (SJM)
on Saturday urged the Ministry
of Agriculture to ban the use of
Glyphosate, which had been
declared carcinogenic by the
International Agency for
Research on Cancer (IARC). A
petition with 201609 signa-
tures of people favouring a
complete ban on the weedicide
has been submitted to Union
Minister for Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Narendra
Singh Tomar on Saturday.

"Glyphosate is blatantly
being used for illegally grown
Herbicide Tolerant (HT) cotton
(HT soya was also reported
from Gujarat) and this has
been going on for years with
the full knowledge of the
Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee and  State
Governments, but it continues
unabated and with open defi-
ance of the law of the land,"the
SJM said in its petition.

“In fact, the government
order in July 2020 stating that
“No person shall use Glyphosate
except through Pest Control

Operators (PCOs)” may end up
with actually legalizing and
endorsing the use of Glyphosate
by promoting a proliferation of
PCOs. The said order is mean-
ingless and will be impossible
to implement based on experi-
ence with inability to control
other illegal practices like ille-
gal HT crops with which
glyphosate is presently being
used. Given the meaningless
order and incapability to imple-
ment, it will result in increased
damage to consumer health,
farmer interests, farm workers
livelihoods and ecology” the
SJM said in its petition.
“There are more than one
lakh cases pending against
Monsanto/Bayer company for
damages by the users of its
Glyphosate based herbicide
after they (the litigants) devel-
oped ten different types of
cancer including non Hodgkins
Lymphoma (NHL),” it said.
The delegation told the
minister that although this
weedicide is allowed to be
used in tea gardens, Kerala state
which is a major tea growing
state has asked for a ban on
Glyphosatt‘, West Bengaf. again
a tea growing state has restrict-

SJM urges Agri Ministry
to ban use of glyphosate

ed Glyphosate use to only six
tea growing districts and sev-
eral other states including
Punjab, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana have
moved towards banning of
Glyphosate due to their con-
cerns for consumers, farmers
and environment.

Glyphosate is reportedly
being used both for weed con-
trol as well as to desiccate
crops prior to harvesting and
there is strong opposition to it
on both these grounds as
glyphosate and its adjuvants are
absorbed by the plant and con-
sumed by humans, with serious
health consequences.
Glyphosate is a known car-
cinogen and endocrine dis-
ruptor and is linked with sev-
eral serious illnesses.

Glyphosate contaminates
soil and water, results in the
destruction of useful plant
species which are the food of
the poor who eat uncultivated
greens (so called weeds) grow-
ing in, or alongside the main
crop, and reduces the popula-
tion of beneficial insects which
are vital for securing long term
crop yields as pollinators and
pest controllers..

Anti-dumping duties doubled during
peak Covid, WTO report shows

But most nations went easy with new trade curbs

AMITI SEN
New Delhi, December 11

Countries, led by the US, India
and China, doubled their use
of anti-dumping measures in
the pandemic period (July
2020-June 2021) against cheap
inflow of certain goods, such
as steel and chemicals, but
most nations demonstrated
restraint in the imposition of
new trade restrictive meas-
ures related to the pandemic,
numbers collated by a recent
WTO report show.

Fall in demand

Experts say that the sharp in-
crease in anti-dumping meas-
ures is mainly due to a fall in
demand in the exporting
country caused by the pan-
demic leading to unutilised
capacities and lowering of ex-
port prices.

The WTO allows imposition
of anti-dumping measures in
the form of additional duties
on items that are imported at
prices lower than in the home
country of the exporter. A
country imposing anti-dump-
ing duties has to also establish
that the dumping of the item
is causing injury to the do-
mestic producers in the im-
porting country.

L o

In the july 2020-June 2021
period, the US imposed 59
anti-dumping measures, up
from 29 a year ago, India im-
posed 32 up from 9 and China
imposed 28 compared to 10
measures the year before, ac-
cording to the WTO Director-
General's annual overview re-
port on trade-related
developments.

A total of 213 anti-dumping
measures were imposed by all
members in the July 2020-
June 2021 period compared to
118 in the year-ago period. In
2020, a total of 433 remedial
actions were initiated, which
included 355 anti-dumping ac-
tions, and they were mostly in

sectors including organic
chemicals, iron and steel and
plastics.

“The sharp increase in anti-
dumping measures is surely
emanating from the pan-
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demic as it has created excess
capacities in several sectors
with falling demand. When
there are huge unutilised ca-
pacities and demand takes a
hit, prices go down and manu-
facturers tend to export their
products at low prices,” ex-
plained FIEO Director General
Ajay Sahai. Hence, it is easier
to establish that dumping has
taken place and take measures
against it.

However, members have
shown restraint in their use of
new trade restrictive meas-
ures related to the pandemic
during the review period and
are supporting the recovery
by continuing to rell back re-
strictions adopted earlier in
the crisis, the report said.

As of mid-October 2021, 205
Covid-19-related trade facilitat-
ing measures with an estim-
ated trade coverage of $112 bil-
lion are still in force
compared to 56 trade-restrict-
ive measures with an estim-
ated trade coverage of $92 bil-
lion, it added.

Many economic support
programmes for Covid relief
have been phased out or ad-
justed to take into account
new circumstances and to pre-
pare for the post-pandemic re-
covery.

‘Agri exports double
income of farmers’

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana State Planning
Board vice-chairman B
Vinod Kumar stressed the
need for continuing the
Agriculture Export Policy
(AFP) as agricultural ex-
ports are expected to play a
pivotal role in doubling
farmers' income,

He said the scheme for
implementation of Agticul-
ture Export Policy has re-
ceived budget allocation of
Rs100 crore under the union
Budget 202122, which
should give a fillip to imple-
mentation of the policy.

Addressing a workshop
on 'Export Potential of Agri-
cultural Commodities in
India with reference to
Telangana' here, Vinod
Kumar said the recent
trends in the international
trade scenario and related
shifts in India’s foreign trade
policy have had far-reaching
consequences for India's
general agricultural sector,
especially agricultural ex-

ports.
He asserted that quality
production, post-harvest

management, and supply
chain linkages between in-
dustty and farms deserve
special attention,

Insect hits 9L acres
of chilli crop in south
India; experts point
to use of pesticide

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 11

ANEW species of insect is dam-
aging the chilli crop in several
states in south India. Thrips
Parvispinous, an invasive insect
from Indonesiafirst seenin2015,
has spread rapidly, affecting chilli
crop in nearly 9 lakh acres in
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

Scientists at Prof Jayashankar
Telangana State Agricultural
University said the infestation is
also seen in Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka. “All the placeswhere
chilliis grown is infested by this
species...The infestation is so se-
vere that we found 20-25 insects
oneachbud or flower,” said Dr R
Jagadeeshwar,
Research, at the university.
Officials in both states said they
were awaiting final recommen-
dations from scientists of
Institute of Horticulture
Research, Bengaluru, who vis-
ited both states recently.

Ateam of scientists from Prof

Jayashankar University and ITHR,
Bengaluru, also visited several
fields and gave suggestions to
farmerstotackle the infestation.
“Due to excessive use of pes-
ticides, the insect has developed
resistance..lt has spread to veg-
etable crops, including drum-
stick trees also, and has been
seen on cotton plants at some
places...The quality and yield of
chilli crop will be affected this
season,” Dr Jagadeeshwar said.
Farmers in Warangal and
Khammam in Telangana, and in
Guntur, Prakasam and Anantapur

Director of

inAndhra Pradesh have uprooted
theinfested crop and sown alter-
native cropssuchasBengal gram,
Horticulture Department officials
in both the states said.

DrTV K Singh, former Dean
of  Agriculture at Prof
Jayashankar University, said the
infestation flared up from the
first week of November.
“Initially, it was mistaken for
mites and farmers used wrong
pesticides which led tothe flare-
up. This new species of Thrips ar-
rived in papaya from Indonesia
in 2015. No systematic research
has been done on it so far. It
needs a lot of study to gain con-
trol over the infestation,” he said.

Telangana Deputy Director of
Horticulture K Venugopal, whe
accompanied the teamof scien-
tists, said Thrips infestation was
extensive in all the areas they
visited. "We also observed mite
infestation, and viral diseases.
Farmers were using fungicides
and pesticides in excessive quan-
tities without realising that it
was helping the insect," he said.

InAndhra Pradesh, Additional
Director (Horticulture) M
Venkateshwarlu said chillicropin
Guntur, Prakasam, Krishna and
Kurnool districtwere hit by Thrips.
“The problem was severe in
Guntur but we launched a drive
asearly as Novernber's first week,
asking farmers not to use too
much pesticide and recom-
mended use of neem oil and
neem cakes. Very little is known
about this new invasive species
and it requires research,” he said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Agri-based units’ hiring up by 8% in Jan-Nov

SUBRAMANI RA MANCOMBU
Chennai, December 27
Agriculture-based industries in-
creased their hiring, particularly
through online resources, in the
first 11 months of this year, with
agritech, hybrid seeds, fertilizers
and the crop protection seg-
ments witnessing robust re-
cruitment growth.

According to employment
website Monster.com, e-recruit-
ment by the industries in-
creased by an average of 8.2 per
cent during January-November
this year with recruitment be-
ing highest in April when it in-
creased 20 per cent.

The increase in hiring by the
agriculture sector is in line with
a study made by the National
Employability Through Appren-
ticeship Program (NETAP) that
said 55 per centof the employers
in the sector planned to make re-
cruitments in agriculture and
agrichemical units in the
second half of this year.

Sekhar Garisa, Monster.com
CEQ, told BusinessLine that the

agro-based industries witnessed
ups and downs this year but ob-
served an overall positive trend.

After a lull during August-Oc-
tober, when e-recruitment in-
creased by a meagre one per
cent, itincreased by five per cent
in November. Last November,
hiring had dropped two per
cent.

Garisa said apart from ag-
ritech, seeds, fertilizers and crop
protection segments, services
aligned to warehouses and cold
storages saw an uptick in hiring.
“So did jobs related to agricul-
tural and processed food
products exports. External de-
mand is also driving exports in
this sector,” he said.

Maharashtra hires more
The agriculture sector will likely
witness major growth with
growers moving towards or-
ganic farming and digital trans-
formation, the Monster.com
CEO said, responding to a ques-
tion if the trend would sustain.
Nearly 60,000 agro-based in-

Sekhar Garisa, CEQ, Monster.com

dustries - large, medium and
small - had recruited personnel
this year with over 10,000 firms
in Maharashtra hiring new
hands, followed by Tamil Nadu
(over 6,000) and West Bengal
(over5,000).

Most agro-based industries
looked for workers, while other
recruitments were for purchase,
research hands and scientists,
farm managers, agriculture and
environmental engineers, mar-
keting executives, analysts,
breeders, including animals,
biochemists, and business de-
velopment executives and agro-
nomists. Garisa said the situ-
ation in the agriculture sector

was improving after it faced a
majorshortage of labour during
the pre-Covid period. “Workers
had shifted to non-farm sectors
in search of a better livelihood
before the pandemic set in,” he
said.

However, the Covid pandemic
had altered the scenario drastic-
ally due to uncertainty in jobs
and fixed source of income in
sectors such as construction.

“Workers began trickling
back to agriculture. Many initi-
atives have also been taken by
the Indian Government to
strengthen  agri-technology,”
the Monster.com CEO said.

In addition, the release of new
plant varieties by research insti-
tutions resulted in reducing ef-
forts needed to cultivate crops.

Earlier, NETAPsaid1.77lakh ap-
prenticeships were created in
the first half this year, while ro-
bust hiring was expected in the
second half with the market re-
covering from the economic
concerns emanating from the
Covid pandemic.

Dhanuka to use drones to spray fertilisers, pesticides

Will invest 200 crore
in two phases at its
Dahej facility

Kv

Hyderabad, December 28

Dhanuka group, a crop pro-
tection and pharmaceutical
manufacturer, plans to roll
out drone-based services for
farmers.

The firm expects to deploy
at least 30-40 pilots by next
kharif season to launch
drone-based services, includ-
ing spray of pesticides, fer-

tilisers and analyse soil
health.
The services will be

launched through Dhanuka
Agri Services, a new business
window opened by the
company.

“We have got the license
to offer the service. We have
got two drones as of now.
We are expecting to have 30-
40 pilots operating drones
across the country by next

kharif season,” RG Agarwal,
Chairman, Dhanuka Group,
said.

“We are planning to offer
the service as a package and
make it affordable for farm-
ers. Drones can help assess
the health of soil and map
the presence of pests. This
will enable the farmers to re-
duce the losses by address-
ing the challenges well in
time,” he said.

Expansion plans

He said Dhanuka Agritech
was expanding its opera-
tions by investing 100
crore. “The first phase at the
Dahej (Gujarat) plant will be
ready by June 2022. After
that we will invest another
100 crore in the second
phase,” he said.

The company is in talks
with a few Japanese players
to explore opportunities for
manufacturing products for
them, “Some international
players are looking at altern-
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The firm expects to deploy at least 30-40 pilots by next kharif

season to launch drone-based services istockproro

atives to China as their man-
ufacturing base. There is a
good scope for companies in
India to tap the opportun-
ity,” he said.

The firm has technical tie-
ups with two American,

three European and six [a-
panese firms.

Exports

The company will use the
Dahej plant as a launchpad
for its plans to tap the ex-

port opportunity. “We need
to register our products (in
foreign markets) before we
seek to export them. As and
when we get the approvals,
we will start exports,” he
said.

Low pesticide usage

He said the country's aver-
age use ol pesticides stood
at just 340 grams a hectare
against 13 kg a hectare in
China. This, he said, was res-
ulting in low productivity,
putting the country way be-
hind China.

“When you compare with
China, the productivity and
per hectare incomes are very
low despite the fact the two
countries shared similar cli-
matic conditions,” he said.

The Dhanuka group has
signed a memorandum of
understanding with Prof.
Jayashankar Telangana State
Agricultural University to
provide technical know-how
and support farmers.
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India-China
trade deficit at

$30 bn during
April-Sept

NEW DELHI: Trade deficit
between India and China stood
at $30.07 billion during April-
September 2021, Parliament
was informed on Wednesday.

India’s exports to China
during the April-September
2021 period was $12.26 billion,
while imports were aggregated
at $42.33 billion, according to
data given by Minister of State
for Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel in a written reply
to the Lok Sabha.

She said the imports from
China have increased from
$60.41 billion in 2014-15 to
$65.21 billion in 2020-21, exhib-
iting an increase of 7.94 per cent
over six years. However, the
imports were static between
2019-20 and 2020-21, she said.

“The government has made
sustained efforts to achieve a
more balanced trade with
China, including bilateral
engagements to address the
non-tariff barriers on Indian
exports to China,” Patel said.

Schemes like the produc-
tion-linked incentive scheme
will help promote domestic
manufacturing capacities and
attract investment and reduce
dependency on imports from
China, the minister said.

Major items of import
from China include telecom
instruments, computer hard-
ware, fertiliser, electronic com-
ponents, chemicals and drug
intermediates. PTI

® SHARP RISE IN GLOBAL PRICES

Govt to tweak subsidy
policy to promote local
production of P&K fertiliser

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 25

THE GOVERNMENT ON Satur-
day decided to make changes
to the existing nutrient-based
subsidy (NBS) policy to pro-
mote domestic production of
phosphaticand potassic (P&K)
fertilisers amid a sharp rise in
global prices.

A decision in this regard
was takeninahigh-level meet-
ing chaired by Union minister
for chemicals and fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya.

In the meeting, “..it was
decided to continue support to
the domestic industry for pro-
duction of P&K fertilisers and
propose additional provisions
in the present NBS Policy to
promote domestic production
of P&K fertilisers in the coun-
try,”an official statement said.

This decision will help in
utilising the unutilised domes-
tic production capacity of
these fertilisers and promote
‘AtmanirbharBharat’,itadded.

Underthe NBS policy,being

Minister for chemicals
and fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya

implemented since April
2010, a fixed amount of sub-
sidy which is decided on an
annual basis is provided on
P&K fertilisers depending on
theirnutrient content.

Under this policy, maxi-
mum retail price (MRP) of P&K
fertilisers is fixed by the fer-
tiliser companies as per the
market dynamics at reason-
able levels which is monitored
by the government. However,
in the current 2020-21 fiscal,
the government notified NBS

rates for P&K fertilisers twice
in order to keep domestic
prices of these soil nutrients
reasonable to farmers and
ensure adequate supply.

Keeping in account high
global prices, the Centre has
also provided a special one-
time package for additional
subsidy over above the NBS
rates for period from October
2021 till March 2022 for
diammonium  phosphate
(DAP) and three most con-
sumed NPK fertilisers.

The government has also
included potash derived from
molasses under the NBS
scheme with effect from Octo-
ber,2021.

The country imports P&K
fertilisers to meet its domes-
tic demand. Global prices of
these soil nutrients have
increased continuously since
early this year. Forinstance,
global prices of DAP had
increased to $730 pertonne in
September from $565 per
tonne in May. They have fur-
therrisen now from that level.
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Dhanuka Group, agri varsity
sign pact to support farmers

HANS BUSINESS
HYDERABAD

DHANUKA Group has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Prof Jayashankar
Telangana State Agricultural Uni-
versity (PJTSAU), Hyderabad. Un-
der this, they will work jointly to
provide scientific and technical
knowledge to the farmers at large.

The partnership will pave wave
for research activities in the field of
crop protection chemicals and will
encourage farmers to use modern
agriculture technologies which will
play a vital role in increasing crop
production and also increase the in-
come of farmers. Endowed with vast
resources and a vibrant farming
community, Telangana has the right
potential to emerge as a major hub
for the export of farm produce.
Farmers in Telangana can take the
help of drones, robotics and artificial
intelligence(AI) and use the best
quality seeds, fertilisers and pesti-
cides to increase the agri-yield, im-
prove crop quality and increase their
income. “Quality inputs and use of
modern technology, like drones for

Dhanuka Group has
been at the forefront in
promoting the latest
technology to help

farmers increase yield

crop protection, are key for increas-
ing the agricultural export from
Telangana and making the State role
model for others. We have interna-
tional collaboration with the world’s
leading agro-chemical companies
from US, Australia, Japan and Eu-
rope which helps them to introduce
the latest technology in Indian
farmlands’, said RG Agrawal, Chair-
man, Dhanuka Group. These initia-
tives will ultimately help in achiev-
ing the vision of our Prime Minister
of doubling the farmers’ income and
transforming India into a $5 trillion
economy of which $1 trillion will
be contributed by the agriculture
sector, he added.
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Govt directs ICAR to include natural farming
in UG/PG courses; KVKs to set up demo plots

43 .38 lakh farmers
have adopted
natural farming in
38.09 lakh ha

PRABHUDATTA MISHRA
New Delhi, December 27
In a less than a week after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s appeal to farmers to
shift from chemical-based
farming, the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research has
decided to include ‘natural
farming' in the syllabus at
both undergraduate and
post-graduate levels follow-
ing a government directive.
“Education division of
ICAR shall develop a syllabus
on natural farming in con-
sultation with agricultural
universities and experts for
inclusion in UG/PG courses,”
ICAR’s assistant director gen-
eral SP Kimothi said in a let-
ter to all directors of ICAR in-

stitutes and vice chancellors
of agriculture universities.

The letter dated December
22 said that the issue (of nat-
ural farming) was also “em-
phasised by Hon'ble Prime
Minister while addressing
the nation during valedict-
ory function of the Vibrant
Gujarat Summit on Decem-
ber16.”

R&D and demonstration

Referring to a communica-
tion received from Cabinet
Secretariat intimating the
decision to promote natural
farming, Kimothi men-
tioned “it has also been high-

lighted to develop the syl-
labus on Zero Budget
Natural Farming and incor-
porate it in the text books at
UG(PG level.”

Research, demonstration
and training on natural
farming will be carried out
by the concerned institutes
and KVKs will earmark land
for natural farming for
demonstration, the letter
said.

“At this landmark mo-
ment, India is well-posi-
tioned to provide the world
a solution to the issues of
food security in a better bal-
ance with the nature,” Modi
had said in virtual address at
the National Conclave on
Natural Farming held in
Anand on December 16.

So far, 43.38 lakh farmers
have adopted organic/nat-
ural farming in 38.09 lakh
hectares, out of this as many
as 4.09 lh are under Bhartiya
Prakritik Krishi Padhati, a

sub-scheme on natural farm-
ing of main scheme Param-
paragat Krishi Vikas Yojana.
The Centre targets to raise
7.35 lh additional area under
organic/natural farming in
different schemes between
2022-23 and 2025-26.

Mixed reactions
“Every farmer, who is practi-
cing it, has validated this
method in his field scien-
tifically. Agro-ecology is the
only way to tackle the issues
posed by climate change,”
said T Vijay Kumar, executive
vice chairman of Rythu Sad-
hikara Samstha (Farmers’
Empowerment Corporation)
of Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment. This kind of collabora-
tion is good for both farmers
and ICAR, Kumar said.
Former director general of
ICAR Panjab Singh felt it
would have been better had
the move been accepted
after proper trials.

Changes in biodiversity law may weaken regulation

HE proposed Biological Diver-
sity (Amendment) Bill, 2021,
now being referred to the Joint

Parliamentary Committee for
serutiny, was tabled in the Lok Sabha
without public consultation. The Bio-
logical Diversity Act (BDA), 2002, was
prepared with caution and on the basis
of & scientific spirit Lo protect and pre-
serve the scarce biologieal diversity of
India and the traditional knowl
associated with it. The Act was also in
support of sustainable economic use of
its companents on the principle of fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits, To
ensure its implementation in letter and
spirit, and prevent bio-piracy from lor-
eign research institutes funded by
multinational pharmaceutical compa-
nies, the National Biodiversity Authori-
ty, state biodiversity boards and biodi-
versity management committees at
village levels were empowered to take
decizions and 1mpose fines.

Though the amendments to the BDA-
2002 are well intentioned, they have
weak regulations. While the Bill encour-
ages the cultivation of medicinal plants
on private land to reduce dependence
on wild medicinal plants, poor monitor-
ing and regulstion over the supply
chain may lead to an appropriation of
wild plants associated with traditional
knowledge of the local communities,
The concern is real as the Bill proposes
to exempt Ayush practitioners from
seeking approval for the economic use
of plants from biodiversity boards. The
amendment pushes for the commercial
use of biodiversity involving Ayush with
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REAL CONCERN: It seems that the government intends to reduce its control on

biodiversity — a state and community property resource, TREUNE PHITD

relaxations in punishments, including
decriminalisation of bio-piracy, simplifi-
eation of the patent process, promation
of patents based on research, and attrac-
tion of foreign investment. This shows
that the government intends to reduce
its control on biodiversity — a state and
community property resource.
Inrecent years, the demand for access
to biodiversity or genetic resources and
associated knowledge for economic uge
and development has increased, partic-
ularly among the Ayush, seed and
research industries. They have sought
relaxations of the benefit-sharing provi-
sinns to gain more patents. The expand-
ing patent activities have implications
for public health, food security, biedi-
wersity, agriculture, indigenous knowl-
edge and benefit-sharing, 'Traditional
livelihoods of millions of local commu-
nities direclly rely on the rich bicdiver-
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sity of plant genetic resources in India.
The livelihoods, especially of indige-
nous people like forest-dependent eom-
munities, have been increasingly get-
ting affected in recent years as the quest
increases for the mining of traditional
and genetic resources with the aid of
changes in policies and regulations,
There are nstances of misappropria-
tion of traditionz] knowledge that have
resulted in bio-piracy. The proposed
amendment disempowers biodiversity
management committees with respect
torights over genelic resources associat-
edwith their traditional knowledge, The
provision for the Ayush sector to access
the bindiversity and traditional knowl-
edgewithout intimation and approval of
the slate biodiversity boards may pave
theway for commercial use without ben-
efit-sharing with the knowledge owners.
The amendment undermines sustain-

#ble use of genetic resources and protec-
tion of indigenous knowledge through
seientific documentation of knowledge
through the India Biodiversity Register

Already, the poor farmers and commu-
nities are made to pay for seeds and
medicines that they themselves have
evalved or created (the basis for modern
seeds gnd medicines) withoul receiving
royalties for their knowledge-sharing,

These provisions raise the critical
question of the potentizl impact on
indigenous people's livelihood and
their knowledge protection where
knowledge in the public domain is
increasingly becoming private, thereby
ushering in private rights over public
goods,  Biodiversity or  genetie
resourees are increasingly being priva-
tised, The structural allernations of
property rights over comman property
resources have several implications,
particularly for indigenous people's
livelihoods, The traditional knowledge
continues to be the basis of food and
nutritional security for the indigenous
peaple who have accumulated this
knowledge through interaction with
biodiversity for generations,

The Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion states: “India has a long-standing
knowledge and understanding of using
medicinal plants in its codified medical
systems, as well as through ils highly
diverse folk traditions. The knowledge
of plant identification, methods of col-
lection and processing, biological activ-
ities and uses was transmitted both
crally and in written form by tradition-
al medical cultures  in  India”

Ethnopharmacologist Elaine Elisabet-
sky observes: “To transform a plant into
amedicine, one has to know the correct
species, it location, the proper time of
colleetion, the solvent to use, the way to
prepare it, and finally, posology (route
of administration. dosage).”

The omendment may allow private
interest to lake precedence over public
coneern and the proliferation of exclusive
rights could be a stumbling block for the
provigion of numerous national public
goods, including healtheare, biodiversity
conservation and environmental protec-
tion. Studie= show that patents held by
the public sector are much lower than the
private secton showing the domination of
MNCsin commercialising biodiversity. It
has led to arise in the prices of essential
and lifesaving drugs. Less than 2 per
cent of our plants are studied for their
phenaolic canstituents. More evidently, a
lacuna in medicinal plant research is
due to the unavailability of data on the
chemical constituents of herbs available
as drugs are camoullaged.

Though India has the advantage of a
wealth of herbal plants, it lags in identi-
fving medicinal plants for new drug dis-
covery, which is associated with poor
investment in B&D. Traditional knowl-
edge is being exploited by the private
sector. Relaxation ol benefit-sharing will
lead to lnitation of biodi ity
and undue use of traditional knowledge.
Government policies need to serve soci-
ety at large with the aim of protecting
biodiversity and associated traditional
lnowledge against commercial exploita-
tion by a few private entities.
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India not
signed up to
COP26 agenda
on sustainable
agriculture

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Tuesday clarified that India
has not signed up to a sustain-
able agriculture policy action
agenda during the COP-26 Cli-
mate Summit in Glasgow.

The clarification was issued
by the Union Agriculture Min-
istry following media reports
that India had signed up for
the agenda.

“It is clarified that such
statements are baseless and
factually incorrect. India has
not signed up for the Sustain-
able Agriculture Policy Action
Agenda during the COP-26
Climate Summit,” the minis-
try said in a statement.

A National Mission for Sus-
tainable Agriculture (NMSA) is
one of the Missions within the
National Action Plan on Cli-
mate Change (NAPCC) that is
operational in the country to
deal with the issue of climate
change, it said.

The mission aims to evolve
and implement strategies to
make Indian agriculture more
resilient to the changing cli-
mate, it added.

According to the minis-
try, NMSA was approved for
three major components: rain-
fed area development, on-farm
water management as well as
soil health management. 1l
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Centre to impose duty on imported caustic soda

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 24
The Union Commerce Min-
istry’s investigation arm, Dir-
ectorate General of Trade
Remedies (DGTR), has recom-
mended imposition of anti-
dumping duty on caustic
soda, used in diverse indus-
trial sectors, for five years
from Japan, Iran, Qatar and
Oman, to guard domestic
players from cheap imports.
The directorate has recom-
mended the duty after con-
cluding in its probe that the
product has been exported at
dumped prices into India,
which impacted the domestic
industry.

‘Necessary’ move

“The authority considers it ne-
cessary to recommend impos-
ition of definitive anti-dump-
ing duty... for a period of five
years on all imports of the
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Recommended anti-dumping
duty ranges between $8.32 to
8.61 per dry tonne

goods .. from Japan, Iran,
Oman and Qatar from the
date of notification to be is-
sued in this regard by the
Central government,” the dir-
ectorate has said in a
notification.

The directorate had con-
ducted the probe following a
complaint from Alkali Manu-

facturers Association of India
(AMAI), which requested for
one.

Recommended duty

The recommended duty
ranges between $8.32-8.61 per
dry tonne.

The Finance Ministry takes
the final decision to impose
duty.

“The authority is of the view
thatimposition of anti-dump-
ing is required to offset
dumping and injury,” the no-
tification said.

The imposition of anti-
dumping duty is permissible
under the World Trade Organ-
ization (WTO) regime.

The proposed anti-dump-
ing duty is aimed at ensuring
fair trading practices and cre-
ating a level-playing field for
domestic producers vis-a-vis
foreign producers and export-
ers.

Use of urea reduced, still yield is good

About 450 bags of unused urea worth 354 lakh returned

R. AVADHANI
HYDERABAD

Ibrahimpur village in Na-
rayanaraopet mandal of Sid-
dipet district, once in the
news by attracting several
VVIPs from across the coun-
try for its innovation on com-
munity activities, is in the
news once again. This time it
has reduced the use of urea
to the best possible extent.
As much as 450 bags of urea
worth ¥5.4 lakh given for the
village was unused and sent

-

growth of plant is getting re-
duced and salinity in soil in-
creasing — leading to saline
soil. The average yield per
acre stood at 25 quintals,” T.
Nagarjuna, agriculture ex-
tension officer (AEO), Na-
rayanraopet told The Hindu
adding that not following
crop rotation was one of the
main reasons for soil
degradation.

The village farmers used
to apply 1,250 bags of urea
for 600 acres and this sea-

back .

Take the case of Kumbh
Nagesh Reddy, a farmer from
the village. He is having
about 4.2 acres of land cul-
tivating paddy. Farmers
usually use higher quantity
of urea to get bumper har-
vest with a staunch feeling
that additional urea will give
strength to the crop for bet-
ter yield. Nagesh Reddy was
no exception. He was accus-
tomed to using as much as
nine bags (405 kilograms) of
urea in his field every season
for paddy cultivation.

However, his perspective
has changed for the better.
In the present season, he

Farmers workinﬁ on afield at Ibrahimpur village in

Narayanaraopet mandal in Siddipet district. =monp ariF

used only half of what he
used to. The urea consump-
tion was reduced to five bags
(225 kilograms) as against
the previous nine bags. He
used urea in three phases -
first basal dose of 15 kilo-
grams in the first week after
rains, followed by another 15
kilograms at tillering stage
and third dose of last 15 kilo-
grams in the panicle stage
per acre.

With this, the urea he
saved was worth ¥4,800 as
per open market rate of
1,200 per bag while farmers

are getting each bag of urea
at a subsidized price of T280.

“Fertilizer plays an impor-
tant role in agriculture. The
plant requires major nu-
trients, NPK, for growth.
Chief source of artificial ni-
trogen fertilizer is urea. Ac-
cording to reports, NPK con-
sumption in India is 8:4:2
whereas the standard was
4:2:1 ratio and the result is
one and the same. Paddy
growers depend on urea re-
sulting in adverse impact on
soil fertility — the organic
carbon essential for normal

son they used only 800 bags
and saved 450 bags of urea.
This is worth 5.4 lakh.

The farmers in the village
have also came forward to
cultivate green manure. In
more than 360 acres green
manure was sown and incor-
porated in soil after flower-
ing stage. “One acre of green
manure crop adds 10 tonnes
of bio-mass to soil. One tone
of green manure contain 7.5
kg of nitrogen, two kilo-
grams of phosphorus and
five kilograms of potash as
this results in increase in or-
ganic carbon and reduce the
salinity in soil,” said Mr. Na-
garjuna.
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Prospects may be turning around
for India’s specialty chemicals

Q2FY22 was benign due to cost pressures, leading to lower margins

DEVANGSHU DATTA

India’s specialty chemicals
segment may have a new
opportunity in the wake of
Covid-19.  Consumers
across the globe are diver-
sifying away from China
(which holds close to 36
per cent global market
share) and moreover
China has cracked down
on many segments in a
drive to cut pollution.

India has quite a few
companies well-placed
to pick up some market
share in the circumstan-
ces and there could be
acceleration in export
growth, as well as stable
local double-digit dem-
and. The Indian spe-
cialty chemicals indus-
try currently generates
revenue of approx-
imately $32 billion and
the favourable macro-
factors mentioned above
could help it grow 12 per
cent compound annual
growth rate, doubling in
size by 2025.

It is a rather frag-
mented industry however,
with low research and
development (R&D)
expenditure and only one
company — UPL — regis-
tering $1-billion-plus in
revenue. The agrochemi-
cals segment, dyes and
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paints, and aromatics, etc,
are all interesting seg-
ments, with double-digit
domestic growth and
strong exports.

India is the fourth
largest  agrochemicals
market in the world, with
production of $9-billion-
plus, and around 45 per
cent of that is exported.
India exports generic
agrochemicals. Agroc-
hemicals worth $8 billion
are scheduled to go off-
patent between 2020 and
2025, enhancing export
opportunities.

Despite the size of the
local market, there’s room
for future growth. On a per
hectare basis, consump-
tion of agrochemicals is
low, with the US, Japan,
China, etc, (the three
larger markets) consum-
ing between 10x-20x as
much. Indian crop yields
suffer losses of between 15

per cent and 20 per cent
to weeds, pests, diseases,
and animals — these can
bereduced via more agro-
chemical penetration.

The Indian pesticide-
herbicide consumption
mix is also unusual
Pesticides have 55 per cent
market share, whereas in
the larger markets, herbi-
cides hold dorinant mar-
ket share. If labour moves
out of agriculture, making
manual weeding expen-
sive, herbicide consump-
tion and market share
should rise.

Dyes and pigments
were targeted in the envi-
ronmental crackdown
mentioned above. As
Chinese units shut down,
prices increased and end-
users looked for other
sources. This is another
area of opportunity.
Ideally, the speciality
chemicals segment in
India should see some
consolidation, coupled
with more R&D expendi-
ture, enabling movement
up the value chain.

There’s alarge number
of listed companies,
including both multina-
tional subsidiaries, as well
as local outfits. The indus-
try suffered margin pres-
sures through the second
quarter (Q2) of 2021-22

(FY22). For a sample of 48
companies of various
sizes, gross margins
dropped to 45 per cent,
from 47 per cent a year
ago, and 48 per cent in the
first quarter of FY22.
Operating expendi-
ture rose to 204 per cent
of revenue, from 19.9 per
cent year-on-year and
20.2 per cent quarter-on-
quarter. Raw material
prices are expected to
ease as China is expected
to ease production curbs
after the Winter Olympi-
¢s (February 2022), while
fuel prices have already
started easing. This
should lead to better
gross margins and lower
operating expense by the
fourth quarter of FY22.
After Q2 results,
Bloomberg’s consensus
earnings estimates
reduced for nine large
companies (of 13), for five
mid-sized companies (of
nine) and for six small
companies (of eight).
Nocil, Rossari Biotech,
Fine Organics, Jubilant
Ingrevia, Deepak Nitrite,
and Sharda Cropchem
were among the few that
saw higher consensus esti-
mates. Rossari Biotech,
which listed in July 2020,
has been an outperformer
through the past 18 months.

New cooperative
policy soon: Shah

FE BUREAU
Pune, December 19

UNION HOME MINISTER
Amit Shah, who is also minis-
ter of cooperation,on Sunday,
announced that the Centre
will soon unveil a new com-
prehensive cooperative policy
to widen the reach of cooper-
atives at the grassroot level
and strengthen the coopera-
tive sector.

He also said that the gov-
ernment has decided to
amend the Multi State Coop-
erative Societies Act 2002 to
establish an effective regula-
tory mechanism for multi-
state cooperative societies
and remove the loopholes in
the existing act.

Addressing the annual
convocation ceremony at the
Vaikunth Mehta National
Institute of Cooperative Man-
agement (VAMNICOM) in
Pune, he said that the govern-
ment shall soon computerise
the Primary Agriculture Soci-
eties (PAC)and link these with
the District Central Coopera-
tive Banks that in turn will be
linked with State Cooperative
Banks and the National Bank
for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) to
establish a seamless and
transparent financial system

for cooperative banks. Cur-
rently there are at least
95,000 PACs in the country
out of which 65,000 are
active, he said. If all the PACs
work in a transparent man-
ner, they will directly benefit
farmers and the economy
shall get a boost, he said.

Shah said there are several
government schemes in 23
different departments for
various sectors like fisheries,
microirrigation,whichwill all
be brought under the com-
mon umbrella of the Coopera-
tion Department. At present,
there is a lot of talk about
organic farming but there is
no proper system for valida-
tion because of which farmers
do not get the right prices for
their produce, he said. The
ministersaid that the govern-
ment isworking to establisha
laboratoryin the country that
will audit land and certify
organic products so that
farmers get more prices.Amul
and others are working on it.
This will encourage organic
farming, he said.Cooperatives
like IFFCO, Amul, Lijjat Papad
and KRIBHCO have achieved
amilestone in areas like milk
and fertilisers, he said,adding
that cooperatives have played
a stellar role in the develop-
ment of the nation.

Drones in agricultural farms get wings

Life science firm demonstrates use of drones in agriculture operations

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD

Life science firm Bayer on
Tuesday conducted a field
demonstration on use of
drones in agricultural opera-
tions at its multi-crop breed-
ing centre in Chandipa, near
Hyderabad.

First such by the firm, it
came on the back of Bayer
securing approvals to con-
duct research and develop-
ment and agriculture spray-
ing operations to make the
drone technology available
for smallholders.

Stating this the firm, in a
release, said, drones can
help support more targeted
applications of insect, weed
and disease-control pro-
ducts. The move will ensure
correct dosage and also limit
the risk of accidental expo-

ACFI NEWSLETTER

A drone in action at the multi-crop breeding centre of Bayer

near Hyderabad on Tuesday. =aRRANGEMENT

sure to chemicals. Besides,
drones also offer real-time
agronomic advisory to farm-
ers, enhancing farm produc-
tivity and fostering sustaina-
bility, it said.

CEO and managing direc-
tor of Bayer CropScience D.

Narain said, “We are proud
of the results of our drone
trial in Hyderabad. It show-
cases the potential of the fu-
ture of farming. Drone appli-
cations are operating in
other small farmer countries
in Asia and have the poten-

tial to deliver significant va-
lue to smallholders in India.”

Bayer said it has part-
nered with drone start-up
General Aeronautics and
conducted several in-house
and external R&D trials with
universities and central re-
search institutions to gener-
ate data to make drone-
based services available to
farmers. Growers may be
able to explore the technolo-
gy’s capabilities in aiding
paddy, corn, sugarcane,
wheat, vegetables, fruits and
plantation crops and har-
vests in the future, the com-
pany said. Union Minister of
Agriculture Narendra Singh
Tomar said Bayer’s project
on use of drones in agricul-
ture comes amid India’s
giant strides in technology
and digitalisation.
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Agtech, toodtech investments
doubled to $2 1bin FY21: Report

OURBUREAU

Bengaluru, December 17

Indian agtech and food tech sec-
tors saw investments almost
doubling to $2.1 billion in the
2020-21 fiscal, a report by Omni-
vore and AgFunder said.

In 2019-20, these sectors attrac-
ted $11 billion worth invest
ments, the India Agrifood Startup
Investment Report said. Overall
number of deals rose to 189 in
2020-21 compared with 133.

The Agrifood Startup Invest-
ment Report is an annual assess-
ment of the latest funding trends
in these sectors in the country,
brought out by AgFunder, one of
the most active global venture
capital firms, and Omnivore, the
mostactive VCin the country.

For the first time in the Indian
agtech arena, the upstream deals
at 98 surpassed the downstream

deals of 91during the fiscal. In the
upstream category, start-ups de-
velop technologies for farmers
and the agri value chain, while
the downstream start-ups are
consumer facing entities such as

eGrocery, restaurant market
places and premium branded
foods.

In the farmtech category that
includes both upstream and
farm-to-consumer ~ e-grocery,
start-ups raised $527 million in
some 119 deals. The comparative

figure for the previous fiscal
stood at $431 million across 74
deals.

The agribusiness marketplaces
raised $86 million in 2020-21, up
from $30 million.

Midstream tech

Further, midstream technologies
were the most active category
among upstream sectors, with
start-ups raising $176 million
across 29 deals.

“The India AgriFood Startup In-
vestment Report has recorded
the dynamics of this critical eco-
system since 2013. Particularly
notablein thisyear’s report,anda
milestone for the industry, is the
increase in investment in techno-
logies operating closer to the
farm,” said Louisa Burwood-
Taylor, Head of Media and Re-
search, AgFunder.

Lab to land, PM’s
farm slogan

Urges farmers to shift focus from chemical lab to natural farming

PTI
ANAND

Urging farmers to turn to
organic ot natural farming,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said
there is a need to take agri-
culture out of the chemical
laboratory and connect it
with the nature’s lab.

Modi, in his virtual ad-
dress at the National Con-
clave on Natural Farming
held at Anand, also ex-
pressed concern over the
issue of stubble burning,
saying the practice would
actually harm the produc-
tivity of the agricultural
land.

He said time has now
come to “correct the mis-
takes” that have become
part of farming,

“Tt is a fact that chemicals
and fertilisers have played a
crucial role in the green rev-
olution, But it is also imper-
ative to work on their alter-
natives, It is the right time to
take big steps before the is-
sues related to farming be-
come severe. In Gujarati, it
is said that prevention is al-
ways better than cure,”
Modi said in virtual address,

He stressed the need to
find alternatives of chemical
fertilisers and pesticides
saying the high cost of im-
port shoots up the cost of
farming and in turn in-
creases the prices of farm
produce for the common
man, Time has come to cot-
rect the mistakes that have

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the National Conclave
on Natural Farming, in New Delhi. — Photo: ANI

now become part of farm-
ing, such as ing of farm
residue and use of chemical
fertilisers, he said, adding,
“Experts say that burning
farm residue would actually
reduce the productivity of
the land, As we know, bricks
are made after heating the
clay, Despite knowing that,
it has become a tradition in
our country to burn the
stubble.”

Air pollution due to stub-
ble burning, especially in
northern parts of India, has
become a major cause of
concern as farmers burn
several tons of crop waste
from their paddy fields after
harvesting,

Modi added that there is
another  misconception
among the farmers, which is
higher yield is not possible
without chemical fertilisers.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

“We need to take agricul-
ture out of the chemical lab
and connect it with the na-
ture’s lab, And natural farm-
ing is also science-based.
Experts had opined that
cows can play an important
role in organic farming as
their dung and urine can be
used as both fertiliser as
well as pesticide, This will
reduce the cost of farming,”
Modi said, adding that natu-
ral farming would prove
more beneficial to small and
marginal farmers.

During the address, he
urged the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research
(ICAR) and other such insti-
tutions as well as agricul-
tural universities to adopt
the concept of ‘Lab to Land’
and take their research on
natural farming on the
ground to help farmers

Agriculture
lacks private
investment,
says Tomar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Nagpur, December 24

UNION AGRICULTURE MINIS-
TER Narendra Singh Tomar on
Friday said the agriculture sec-
tor has received the least pri-
vateinvestment in the country.

Speakingata function here,
he also said the government
was not dejected even though
the agriculture reform laws
had to be repealed.

Tomar was speaking at the
inauguration of agri industry
exhibition ‘Agrovision’ here.
Union minister Nitin Gadkari,
who is the chief patron of the
initiative, was also present.

“We brought agriculture
amendment laws. But some
people did not like these laws
which were a big reform
brought about 70 years after
Independence under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership,” Tomar said.

“But the government is not
disappointed,we moved a step
backand we will move forward
again because farmers are
India's backbone,”he added.
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India suspends kuwi imports
from Iran on pests issue

TN

PRABHUDATTA MISHRA

New Delhi, December 13

India has effectively banned
import of kiwi fruits from
[ran starting December 8 by
deciding not to entertain
phytosanitary  certificates,
(mandatory in global trade
of certain fruits), issued by
the Persian Gulf country fol-
lowing consistent intercep-
tion of consignments with
pests.

The Union Agriculture
Ministry in a letter to the Na-
tional Plant Protection Or-
ganisation (NPPO) of Iran
said the detection of Aspidi-
otus nerii pest (quarantine)
and Aonidiella aurantii (non-
quarantine) continues since
April 2019 and increased in
October 2021.

Considering the findings
of non-conformance to the
Indian requirement, the
ministry said: “the exports of
fresh kiwi from Iran to India

= i |

is suspended with immedi-
ate effect till the revision of
pest risk analysis (PRA).”

Indian imports
India’s kiwi fruit import
from Iran is substantial in
terms of volume as it is
cheaper than Italy. Import of
the sub-tropical fruit from
Iran was 19,899 tonnes worth
$13 million during 2020-21
The kiwi import from the Per-
sian Gulf nation was 6,896
tonnes worth $ 4.25 million
during April-October of the
current fiscal.

On the other hand, 10,991
tonnes of kiwi worth $18.48

million were imported from
Chile last fiscal and 13,646
tonnes worth $26.05 million
in the first half of this fiscal.

“There may be an overall
drop in imports of kiwi this
year as prices in Italy and
Greece are higher compared
to Iran. Depending on the do-
mestic demand, importers
will take a call on sourcing
from other markets,” said
Anil Dwivedi, general secret-
ary of Delhi-based Fresh Fruit
Importers Association.

He said importers had
bought kiwis at high rates -
up to ¥400/kg - due to the
consumers’ preference to
these exotic fruits following
second wave of Covid. But,
the prices have declined to
X100-110/kg. Overall imports
of kiwis were 49,483 tonnes
worth $53 million during
2020-21 and 33,976 tonnes
worth $49 million in 2021-22
(April-October).

407% of Indian agricultural soil
is zinc deficient, says [ZA official

Most of the
deficiency in
western, central,
southern soils

OURBUREAU

Bengaluru, December 15

The use of zinc is on the rise in In-
dian agriculture, but more needs
to be done to achieve food secur-
ity and nutritional security of the
growing population, said An-
drew Green, Executive Director of
International Zinc Association
(1ZA).

“According to estimates, about
40 per cent of the agricultural
soils or about 60 million hectares
inIndiaare zinc deficient. Most of
thiszincdeficiencyis foundin the
soils of Western India, mainly Ra-
jasthan, Central and South India.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

International Zinc Association

Increasing awareness among the
farmers about using the mi-
cronutrient in fertiliser formula-
tions is crucial to boost not only
food production and productiv-
ity but also to increase farm in-
comes,” Green said.

Increasing awareness

In a bid to promote use of zing,
1ZAalong with Hindustan Zinc re-
cently announced a project to
study the effect of zinc applica-
tion on crop productivity, soil

health and popularising the zinc
fertilisation among the farmers
in collaboration with the Maha-
rana Pratap University (MPU) in
Udaipur. As part of the project,
MPU would engage and mentor
around 100 farmers to incorpor-
ate zinc to increase productivity,
starting with wheat and maize in
the next cropping season.
Soumitra Das, Director (South
Asia), Zinc Nutrient Initiative, IZA,
said the best way toaddresstheis-
sue of zinc deficiency is to in-
crease the awareness and educate
the farmers. “It is estimated that
about 50 per cent of the cereal-
cultivated soils globally are defi-
cient in plant-available zinc, lead-
ing to reductions in crop produc-
tion and nutritional quality.
Therefore, we have planned astra-
tegic multi-step approach con-
sisting of a proposed study on

new and innovative products/
technologies," Dassaid. Citing fer-
tiliser industry estimates, Das
said India’s zinc consumption in
agriculture is over 2 lakh tonnes
perannum. However, IZA believes
that the consumption ranges
between2.53lakh tonnesand has
the potential to increase to
around 7 lakh tonnes if all the mi-
cronutrient requirement of the
crops are met, Green said.

Zincsulphate

Zinc sulphate is widely con-
sumed world over in the farm sec-
tor. Among the overall zinc fertil
iser consumed in the country,
zinc sulphate has 75-80 per cent
share, Das said. Also, the use of
zinc sulphate monohydrate is
picking up because of the hand-
ling property and is considered
value for money by the farmers.
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Pests attack chilli crop in Telangana, AP

The ‘invasive thrips’ infection may affect
yield; red chilli prices up 30%in 3 weeks

KV KURMANATH

Hyclerabad, December 9

Red chilli could turn out to be
spicy hot this year as its produc-
tion is likely to be affected with a
new “invasive pest” (Thrips par-
vispinus) infesting the crop in a
few districts in Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh. The infection is
affecting the plants at the flower-
ing stage and stunting the
growth of fruits.

Heavy rains in the growing
areas have compounded the
problem, according to traders.
Farmers are worried that the the
crop's yield might take a hit due
tothe pest.

Over the past 23 weeks, chilli
prices have increased by over 30
per cent across various markets
inTelangana and Guntur.

On Thursday, the modal price
(rates at which most trades take
place) Teja variety red chilli was
quoted at T14,800 a quintal
against 11,000 three weeks ago.
In Guntur, the popular 434 grade
was quoted at 13,000-15,000 a

quintal. Some traders are even
quotingintherangeof¥16,500to
19,500 a quintal on witnessing
the huge demand in domestic
and international markets.

Andhra Pradesh (43.5 per cent)
and Telangana (235 per cent)
totally account for over 67 per
cent of the country’s chilli pro-
duction, followed by Karnataka
and Madhya Pradesh. During the
2020-21 season (Julyjune), red
chilli production has been estim-
ated ata record 19.88 lakh tonnes
(It)compared with19.14 It the pre-
vious year.

With reports of the pestspread-
ing fast, scientists from the Prof.
Jayashankar Telangana State Agri-
cultural University (PJTSAU) and
Indian Institute of Horticultural
Research visited some of the af-
fected areas to study the virus at-
tack. "The indiscriminate use of
pesticides and a cocktail of pesti-
cides is the reason. The pest has
developed resistance to the pesti-
cides, malingthe way for the new
attack,” R Jagadeeshwar, Director

ACFI NEWSLETTER

Besides spraying neem oil, the farmers are being advised to
consider planting sunflower crop next to the chilli fields to
promote natural enemies of the pest

of Research at the Prof Jay-
ashankar TelanganaState Agricul-
tural University (P[TSAU) said.

“In 2020, infection of flowers
by thrips was noticed in Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh in Feb-
ruary, while this year (2021) its
population flared up as early as
October. Both adults and young
ones feed on the ovaries of the
flowers and make them unfit for
fruiting leading to heavy flower
drop and yield losses thereby," an
official report, seen by Business-
Line showed.

Besides spraying neem oil, the
farmers should consider plant-
ing sunflower crop next to the
chilli fields in order to promote

natural enemies of the pest and
bring down pest population, it
said.

Farmers worried

“Seeing the pest population in
huge numbers and plants wilt-
ing, farmers have begun to pluck
the plants and plough the fields,”
Rambabu, a farmer from Jon-
naram village in Khammam dis-
trict, said.

Farmers in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana grow the commer-
cial crop on abour 2.40 lakh hec-
tares, producing over12.5 Itof red
chilli. Theareahasseenaslightin-
crease this year as the farmers ex-
pected better prices, owing to the

demand in the domestic and in-
ternational markets.

Adinarayana, a farmer who
planted the crop on 18 acres, has
not seen any flowering on his
farm so far. “In a normal season,
we would get 8410 quintals in the
first'pick’in the firsttwoweeks of
January. Though the plants have
grown 35 feet tall, there is nosign
of flowering yet,” he said.

AV Rama Rao, a chillies trader
in Khammam, says that there is a
huge demand in the domestic
market. “Newarrivals would have
come in handy by now: But the
pest attack is stated to be severe.
The farmers did not bring the
stocks from the cold storages un-
til the price was increased by
11,000 a quintal. It is ruling at
316,500 now;” he said.

IF prices have not sky-rocketed,
it is because farmers have stocks
of the last season. Also, lower ex-
ports last year have helped in
higher ending stocks this season.

According to the Spices Board,
6.01lakh tonnes of chilli were ex-
ported last fiscal against 6.71 lakh
tonnesthe previousyear. Farmers
say that a clear picture will be
availablein early January.
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Crystal Crop completes acquisition of
4 hybrid seeds from Bayer

Agro-chemical firm Crystal Crop Protection Ltd (CCPL) on
Thursday said it has completed the acquisition of four hybrid
seeds -- cotton, mustard, pearl millet and grain sorghum --
from global life sciences firm Bayer in India. The seed
business acquired by CCPL represents a very small portion of
Bayer's Indian and global business portfolio. The firms had
agreed to close the transaction by December-end this year.

PM woos farmers, claims govt
gaveI76k-crfertiliser subsidy

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
¢ lucknow, 7 December

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday reached out to
farmers, claiming the Centre
had insulated them from the
sudden spurt in international
fertiliser and urea prices by
providing subsidies worth
76,000 crore.

Addressing a public meet-
ing after inaugurating the
¥8,600-crore Gorakhpur fer-
tiliser factory, Modi said soil
nutrients NPK (Nitrogen,
Phosphorous, Potassium) and
urea accounted for central
subsidies worth ¥43,000 crore
¢ and¥33,000 crore, respective-
ly this year.

“Since our government is
pro-farmer, we decided not to
pass on the impact of higher
prices of fertilisers to farmers.
While the global prices are rul-
ing at ¥60-65 per kg, the prices
for our farmers are 10-12 times
cheaper,” he said.

Sharpening his attack on
the Opposition, he equated the
red caps worn by Samajwadi
Party workers with laal batti
(red beacons) that suggest a
hunger for power, sounding a
“red alert” against them in the
state which chooses its next
government early next year.
“Today, the entire UP knows
very well that those wearing
the red caps are concerned
about the red beacon and not
bothered about your pain and
sorrows,” he said, apparently
referring to the beacon atop
cars carrying VIPs.

Samajwadi Party chief

“TODAY, THEWHOLE OF UTTAR PRADESH KNOWS

VERYWELLTHATTHOSE WEARING THE RED CAPS
ARE (ONCERNED ABOUTTHE RED BEACON AND NOT
BOTHERED ABOUTYOUR PAIN AND SORROWS"
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

Akhilesh Yadav hit back, say-
ing the people wearing red
caps are “red alerts” also for the
BJP as they will oust it from
power in the assembly polls.
“For the BJP, there is a red
alert of inflation, of unemploy-
ment, of the bad plight of farm-
ers and labourers, of Hathras
and Lakhimpur Kheri (inci-
dents) of the oppression of
women and youths, of a
destroyed education system,
business and health, besides
the red cap, which will oust the
BJP from power,” said former
UP chief minister in his tweet.
At the inauguration event,
the PM also recalled fertiliser
shortages in the past and

slammed the previous state
governments over delays in
payment by sugar mills.

Modi said the Centre was
working on a multi-pronged
strategy to attain self-reliance

 Better change
- yourself, else
there'll be

- changes, PM

y  warns BJP MPs

. Prime Minister Narendra
: Modi on Tuesday empha-
. sised on the attendance of
i party MPs in Parliament,
: saying if they don't trans-

. form themselves,

there

. could be changes with time,
¢ sources said.

The PM made the

: remarks at the BJP parlia-
| mentary party meeting at
. the Ambedkar International
: Centre, thesources told PT1.

Sharing the details of the

. meeting, which was for the
. first time held outside
: Parliament complex, Parli-
. amentary Affairs Minister
: Pralhad Joshi said the PM
¢ told party MPs that all of
¢ them should organise sports

¢ competitions in

in fertilisers and streamline °
supplies. This includes neem-
. dance, the prime minister
¢ said party MPs should regu-
. larly attend Parliament pro-
: ceedings and remarked that
production. Currently, five :

coating urea to curb non-farm
diversion, providing soil health
cards to farmers for judicious
use and augmenting domestic

plants are being revived by the

Centre, of which the Gorakhpur
unit, which was shut in 1990,

has been restarted. These five
plants are expected to increase
the domestic capacity by 6 mil-
lion tonnes.

their
respective constituencies.
On the issue of atten-

when children are pointed

i outanissue again and again,

even they don't repeat it.
The prime minister told

. MPs to change themselves,
. otherwise change would
: happen with time,

the

. sources said. M
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Chilli growers in Tiruvallur district
20 in for pesticide-free cultivation

Tiruvallur Collector has launched ‘red revolution’ in eight blocks

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Nearly 350 acres of chilli cultiv-
ating lands in Tiruvallur district
are turning pesticide-free this
sSeasornl.

The farmers are cultivating
the US 341 variety of chillies
through the Integrated Horticul-
tural Development Scheme.

The variety is known for its
colour, flavour and pungency
and is expected to give double
the yield of the usual Ananya va-
riety that they grow, said District
Collector Alby John Varghese,
who launched the Red Revolu-
tion in eight blocks on Wednes-
day.

“The Horticulture Depart-
ment provides the saplings at a
subsidy. Farmers get 20,000 sa-
plings per hectare at ¥20,000,
which translates to ¥ per sa-

-

Seeds of change: Tiruvallur Cotléctor Alby John E{an{iné

‘m”"@ e

US 341 variety of chilli as part of 'red revolution' at Thottikalai village

on Wednesday. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

pling. The crop duration is three
months. They have tied up with
Aachi Masala to buy the pro-
duce,” he said.

About 2,216 acres of land was
under vegetable cultivation in
the district, of which chillies
were grown on 706 acres of

land. However, most of it is sold
as green chillies and due to this,
farmers do not get good price
since they have no other go but
to sell according to the day’s rate
in the market. “If the chillies are
dry, they have more shelf life
and the farmers can sell them at

a better price,” Mr. Varghese
said.

The Nalla Keerai organisation
is hand-holding the farmers
since it was a new crop variety.
Jagan, a member of the organisa-
tion, said they were controlling
pests through three methods.
One of them was inter-cropping
by growing crops like Agathi, Aa-
manakku, Thuvarai, Karamani
and Ulundhu that would divert
the pests.

“We are also using a mix of
punga and neem oil and use
light traps. Last vear, we had a
trial in Tiruvallur. This year, it
has been expanded to more dis-
tricts including Sivaganga, Ra-
manathapuram and Tenkasi.
The government had an-
nounced it and they are spend-
ing 2 crore for buying seeds for
these districts,” he added.

Crystal Crop Protection expects to be among top 10 players

VISHWANATH KULKARNI

Bengaluru, December29

Crystal Crop Protection Ltd ex-
pects to be among the top ten
seed companies in the country
with the recent acquisition of
seed brands from Bayer
CropScience.

Crystal Crop acquired cot-
ton, mustard, pearl millet and
sorghum hybrid seed brands
from Bayer for an undisclosed
sum recently.

“The acquisition will place us
among the top ten seed com-
panies in the country” said
Ankur Aggarwal, Managing
Director, Crystal Crop Ltd. With
this buyout, the seed business
of Crystal Crop will expand
from around 75 crore toabout
%300 crore.

The Bayer deal is the third
such acquisition done by Crys-
tal Crop in the seed sector. It
had acquired Rohini Seeds in
201 and Syngenta’s Indian
sorghum and pearl millet busi-
ness in 2018.

In the millets segment, Crys-
tal Crop will be among the top
three players with the latest ac-
quisition expanding its share
to around 15 per cent of the es-

Ankur Aggarwal, MD,
Crystal Crop Protection Ltd

timated market of 16,000
tonnes of pearl millets, Aggar-
wal said.

In sorghum hybrids, Crystal
Crop is the market leader; Ag-
garwal said, adding that the
company continues to have a
presence in the maize hybrids.
“We continue to sell around
1,500 tonnes of maize seeds,”
he said.

Similarly, in mustard, Crystal
expects to be among the top3-4
players selling hybrids. “Mus-
tard is an exciting opportunity
and some of the new hybrids
are very promising. We are
looking to expand this many
folds from here, probably look-

ACFI NEWSLETTER

ingat coming to the leadership
position,” Aggarwal said. Crys-
tal Crop is working on 5-6 mus-
tard hybrids, of which two are
likelytobe launched in the next
year. In the hybrid mustard
seed market of around 6,000
tonnes, Crystal Crop will ex-
pand its share to around 15 per
cent.

The buyout of Bayer's Sur-
pass brand has helped Crystal
Crop strengthen its hybrid cot-
ton seeds business and in-
crease its market share from
one per cent to five per cent of
the estimated 18,800 tonnes.
“Our cotton seed business will
be sizeable. We would be
among the five to seven com-
panies with market of 1.5-2 mil-
lion packets,” he said.

Further, Aggarwal said the
acquired brands would con-
tribute to around 10 per cent of
Crystal Crop’s revenues from
nextfinancial year. Crystal Crop
had clocked revenues of 2,050
crore during 2020-21, bulk of it
coming from the crop protec-
tion business.

Strengthening R&D
As part of the deal, in addition

to the seed brands, the entire
breeding programme, re-
search and development facilit-
ies and about 45-member R&D
team has also been transferred
toCrystal.

“Our R&D strength would be
close to 60-65 people in total in
seed business, while we have
another 3035 people in crop
protection business,” Aggarwal
said, adding that the company
would continue to focus its
R&D on the existing field crops
and strengthen its position in
these categories.

Meanwhile, in its dominant
crop protection business, Crys-
tal Crop is expanding its tech-
nical manufacturing capabilit-
ies toreduce its dependence on
China. The company has inves-
ted around X100 crore in a
seven-acre greenfield technic-

als manufacturing facility in
Dahej for herbicides. “We ex-
pecttobegin production in our
Dahej facility from February 1,
2022," Aggarwal said.

Crystal Crop has two other fa-
cilities in Nagpur and near
Sonipat in Haryana, where it
manufactures insecticides and
fungicides. The companyis also
investing around X100 crore in
these two facilities, he said.

The company has a total of
760dd  crop  protection
products including 30 insect-
icides, 24 herbicides, 13 fungi-
cides and nine bio-stimulants.
Aggarwal said the company's
crop protection business has
been growing higher than the
industry average and clocked a
compounded annual growth
rate of 15 per cent in the past 5
years.
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DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using the information of a general nature and
is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular
individual or entity. The report has been prepared from various
public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is
selective and subject to upgradation, revision and amendment.
While the information prouvided herein is believed to be accurate and
reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the
accuracy of completeness of such information and data available in
the public domain.
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