B =7 g
Con Federation of ¥

ACFI NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2021

VOLUME V

Fertiliser |II]WEI‘ woes: Gongress raises issue with administration
Fertiliser shops mspected in Alot

FP NEWS SERVICE
Mznidpur

State Congress committoe
members on Iriday held a
met with sub divisional offi-
cer ands asked him to ensuve
availability of fertilizers in
adegidle quantily and sug-
ply of adegquate electricity to
the farmers, here in Mahid-
puar town in Ujjain district.»

Under (he leadership of
Ranchod Trivedi and Block
Congress Commitiee Jharda
President Vikram  Singh
Sisndia, the Block Congross
Committes Mahidpur alomg
with Panchayat members
and General Secrelary of
State Congress Committee,
Ttanchod Trivedi, Block Con-
gross Commitiee Mahidpor
held a meeting with sub-di-
visional nifficer KC Thakur,
here in Mahidpur The party
leaders also handed over a
demand letter to the officer
om iy

Members in the demand

!.E'I.[Bl‘ urged to ensure avail-
ability of fertilizers 10 ade-
quate quantity and supply of
adequate power to the farm-
ers in the Mahidpur Con-
stimencys Ass sowing ol
Rabi crops is dunderway, the
furmers are facing o short-
age of fertilizers. They said
on riday that the shortage
of fortilisers was a porsist-
enf issue in the disiiet. It is
nob just the power shorlage
that farmers have been reel-
ing under, but the shortage
of urea fortilisers has also
adversely affected farmers

-

in the area-Farmers re-
main in long quedes outside
office of cooperative soci-
oties from dawn to dusk, but
itisan 11]1I'|‘r|| task o ger for-
{ilisers.s

Zila Panchayal members
Runchor Dwivedi, Block
Congress Committes Presi-
demt Bharat Sharma, Jhar-
da Block Congress Commit-
tee President Vikram Singh
Sisodiya, Block Seva Dal
President Laxmi Narayan
[tathore, Congress President
Somu Banjara among othors
WEI'E PIESEnT.

FP NEWS SERVICE
Aot

SDM Rajesh Eumar Shukla inspected
chemical fertilizer shops along wilth apgri-
culture offleials recontly,

Inspections are being condoctod by ad-
ministrarion at the chemical fertilizer
shops to ensure thal chemical fertilizers
are available in sufficient guantity in tme
for the farmers. Alot SDM along with agri-
culture officer staff inspected the chemical
fortilizer shops in Tal Nagar on Thursday:

After condueting the necessary investiga-
tion, a report will be prepared and sent to
the district magistrale Rallam, according
to whose giidelines necessary action will
b taken at the shops.

Chandrawar reached the chemical fortiliz-
er shop located in front of the old police
station ef Tal Nagar amd made necessary
investigation and necessary action was
tulien after inspecting the sodowns.
Information about the fertilizer bags

Sub-divisional officor rovenue Rajosh kKuo-
mar Shukla, assistant agriculture officer

tound im the trolley was also collected from
the driver prosent on the spot,

Amid shortage fears, govt forms tecam on fertiliser delivery

Zia Haqg

i hand htlive com

NEW DELHI: The Union gover-
ment has formed a ‘crack team’
to ensure priority movement of
fertilisers to key food-bowl states
as fears of shortage have trig-
gered panic buying of crap nutri-
ents, people familiar with the
matter said.

For the first time. a hub-and-
spoke model s being imple-
mented o reach supplies from
nearly 50 factories and ports to
about 1000 railheads, backed by
real time tracking. as farmers
sernmble for key crop nutrients,
The hub-and-spolie model aims
at central coordination and
management ol supplies [roma

single central point.

Oificials are redirecting rail-
way rakes, o1 wagons, to areas of
shortage and are holding a series
of meetings with fertiliser firms
and their dealers to quicken
shipments to Punjab. Rajasthan,
Harvana and Uttar Pradesh, the
people cited above said,

“We are sure there will be no
erisis. The tean is monitoring
mowvement and dispatch of fertil-
Isers and coordinating with port
authorities and railways to
ensure [aster movement (of fer-
tlisers).” an official b the ferl-
iser department said, requesting
anonymity,

Additional railway rakes, or
train wagons, were being miade
avallable to ship lertilisers on a
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ADDITIONAL
RAILWAY RAKES,
OR TRATN WAGONS,
WERT BEING MADI
AVAILABLETO SHIP
FERTILISERS ON
HNGH PRIORITY

priority basis and at short notice,
the official added.

Escalating global prices and a
supply-chain squeeze have hit
the availability of fertilizers,
threatening the onconiing win-
ter-sown or rubi farming season.
Cultivators have been making
heelines for crop nutrients in
many districts ol stales, such as

Punjab, where they said some
kev farm chemicals were selling
at higher than label rates.

“Thought two bags for 1400
each against the label price of
1,200, said Lakhbir Singh of
Nizamipura Vegetalle Growers
Association in Funjab,

Tnventories of key crop nutri-
ents, especially DAP (diammeo-
i phosphate) and muriare of
potash (MPO), have hit a five-
year Llow, the managing director
of one of India’s fargest crop-nu-
trient firms said, requesting ano-
Yy,

“Rumours of a shortage hiave
prompted farmers o panic and
buy nutrients ke DAP in excess
quantities.” spid Amrik Singh, an
official of the Punjab agriculture

department. DAPisan essential
nutrient for the winter-sown
wheat,

A sharp increase in interna-
lional prices, lower production
of feedstock or raw materials
during the penk pandemic phase
and shipping bottlenceks are key
reasons tor the crisis.

On October 14, the Union gov-
ernment revamped parts of its
subsidy regime for fertilisers and
crop nutrients W continoe pro-
viding them ar below-market
rates. while rolling over special
discounts announced for the
summer-sown season to the
oncoming winter-sown months,

International prices of raw
materials for some crop notri-
ents, suchas DAP and 22 grades

of PEK fertilisers, have heen
Increasing for over 18 months,
rrade data showed. Most of these
fertilisers have seen a jump of
over 50% in prices, forcing the
aoweriiment o expand subsidies.

India offers subsidies to com-
pensate fertiliser companies
wha sell them at below-market
rates, The country imports up to
a third of its ferrlizers to meet
domestic demand. China, the
largest producer of DAP, 38 key
supplier of the nutrient to India.

“Prives have gone through the
roof and urea, for instance, is
veryvery ex pensive to buy. That
is the muin issue,” said KS Raju,
chairman of the board at Nagar-
juna Fertilizers and Chemicals. a
lurge conglomerate,
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® TRADE REBOUNDS

Exports hit record $35.5 bn in Oct

However, imports
surge at a faster pace

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, November 1

MERCHANDISE EXPORTS HIT
arecord $35.5 billion in Octo-
ber, registering a 42.3% rise
from a year before and 35.2%
from the pre-pandemic (same
month in FY20) level. The
exports were supported by
strong order flow from keymar-
ketssuchasthe USand Chinain
the wake of an economicresur-
gencethereand elevated global
commodity prices.

Butat $55.4 billion,imports
surgedatafaster paceof 62.5%
in October from a year before
and 45.8% from the pre-pan-
demic level. This kept trade
deficit at an elevated level of
§19.9 billion in October,
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although it was lower than the
record $22.6 billion witnessed
in September, according to the
preliminaryestimates released
by the commerce ministry on
Monday.

Of course, domestic
demand has been improving
in recent months after Covid-
induced compression last fis-
cal. Butimport bill was greatly
inflated by elevated global

crude oil prices,which are hov-
eringaround 3-year highs,and
massive purchases of gold in
the build-up to the festival
season.

Imports of petroleum prod-
ucts jumped over 141% year-
on-year to $14.4 billion, while
gold purchases from overseas
climbed 104% to $5.1 billion
ahead of Dhanteras. Coal
imports surged 119% and edi-
ble oil imports shot up by 60%.
Of course, base effect, too,
remained unfavourable.

However, policy-makers
may seek comfort in the fact
that trade recovery has taken
roots, with merchandise
exports having exceeded the
pre-pandemic level for eight
months in a row. Exports
between April and October hit
a record $232.6 billion, up
54.5% from a year before and
25.5% from the same period
inFY20.

Core export (excluding
petroleum and gems and jew-
ellery) rose 27.5% in October
from a year before and 36.6%
higher than the level witnessed
in October 2019.Similarly,core
import (excluding petroleum
and gold) rose 39.3% year-on-
year and 30.7% from the pre-
pandemic level.

With the sharp rise in Sep-
tember and October, merchan-
dise imports in the first seven
months of this fiscal stood at
$331.3 billion, up 78.7% from
ayearago and 15.3% from the
pre-Covid level.

Aditi Nayar,chief economist
at ICRA, said:“Non-oil non gold
importssurged furtherto $35.8
billion in October 2021, with a
broad-based uptickacrossvari-
ous commodity groups reflect-
ing rising commodity prices,
the expectation of healthy fes-
tive demand and a turnaround
indomesticeconomicactivity.”

@ STALLING DRAGON

THE DISSIPATION OF CHINA'S POWER CRISIS IS UNLIKELY TO FIX THE GLOBAL SUPPLY-CHAIN
MMEDIATELY. THE AFTER-EFFECTS WILL LIKELY LINGER & INPUT PRICES WILL STAY HIGH FOR A\WHILE

HE PROBLEM WITH assess-
g the impact of the car
rent slowdown in China on
global supply chain is the
sheercomplexity of its finks,
Itis the mother factory of the world with
its products, particularly industrial
inputs, feeding a mindbogglingly
diverse range of shop Doors [rom across
the world. Thus, unless China's indus-
trial growth problems, particularfy its
ERETEY shorta;..e et resolved soon, the
impacton glakal could besignif
icant. Prolonged gJuIJnI stagflation isa
real nsk as the shortage of inputs curbs
outputwhile,at the same time, pushing
up prices of intermediates as demand
outstrips supply. Final goods producers
have to choose between accepting a
SJUEEIE 0N IATEINS or passing the cost-
spikes on Lo consumers,
China confribwtes ~1 T global GDE.
Its share of the world's total exports rose
to 150 in 2020 {as compared to 12%in
2074). Hesides, it is the centre of the
global value chain, accounting for 19%
of global manufacturing exports,
Thedecadealter the Great financial

The

great

China shock

ABHEEK
BARUA

Chisd ecanarmist, HDFC Bark
Views ore persanol

)
intermediate fits |

total c'xpnms Tose o 1.6 To i m 2018
from ~16% in 2007, The share of
China's intermediate goods in global
GDP rose from 0.26% in 2007 to 0.5%
in 2018,

While a comprehensive assessment
of the "*China supply shock” is difficult,
the Grubel-Lloyd index published by
UNCTAD gives an idea of the vulnera-
bility of different sectors of the global
industrial econemy. Chinese manufac-
turing is essential o several supply
chains in the precision instruments,
machinery,automodive and communi-
cation equipment sector,

One can also attenpt to get a broad
idea of the impact on different

Crisis sawa trend towards"d

Han"af supply chains as countries woks
uptothe perils of interdependence, The
share of imported inputs (excluding
thase from Chinal in total exports and
tatal output declined. Take the case of
the global chemicals value-chain, wherz
trade intensity (the share of total
exports te total output) declined 5,5%
between 2007 and 1017. It had risen by
7.8% between 2000 and 2007. For
automotives, the fall was 7,94 com-
pared to a rise of 11%in the two corme-
sponding perieds,

Hewever, somewhat curiously, China
itself"deglobalised”in that it reduced its
reliance on foreign inputs for exports,
China's import of intermediale goods{as
a percentage of its total importsh mod-
erated to 20.3%in 2018 from 24.7%in
2005. However, on the export front, it
bucked the trend. China's export of

o ies, based on their principal
imparts from China, Chverall, the most
impacted economieswill be the EU, the
US, Japan and South Korea, due to their

China's integration

heavy reliance on machinery aud alec-
trical equip transport
intermediate Eoods, metals and chem-
tealks from China

In fact, the impact is already visible
on global economic activity, For exam
ale, Germany”s manufacturing activity

s gauged from the manufacturing
Pt jskowed in September 21 amid sup-
ply battlenecks and escalating costs.
Japan’s PMI marked its showest pace of
expansion since February.

India too has its share of problems.
ks relianes on inbermediate poads from
Chinais high. It imported $23.3 billion
worth of such goods in 2019, ~13%
highveras compared to 2010 Auto,appli-
ance makers, consumer durables pro-
ducers in India could face shortages of
taw materials, Around 400 of India's
electrical machinery and equipment is
imported from China. As perindustry

Grubel-Lloyd Index
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estimates, 80-85% of the parts used to
manufacture TVs and 65-70% of the
parts used Lo manufacture ACs ate
sourced from China, Anecdotal evidence
supgests that the companies typically
maintain inventory for 2-3 months,
Hence, the impact could be felt from
December onwards (should supply dis-
ruptions in China persist],

There is the demand side to think of
as well, China is India's one of the
biggest market for domestic merchan-
dise poods, accounting for around 7%
of India's exparts in 2020, Exports of
commaodities lilke organic chemicals,
and ores among others arelikely to take
a hit sheuld China's slowdawn persist.

Moreover, tradeisnot theonly chan-
nel that would hurt global supply. The
world's exposure to China on technal-
ogy and capital also increased while
China's exposure fell. According to the
McKinsey Global Institute, the apgre-
gate global index for trade, technology
and capital put together rose to 1.2 in
2017 from 0.6 in 2000 while China's
exposure to the world eased to 0.6 in
2017 from 0.9 in 2007,

How long will the supply shodk per-
sist? China's power crisis is expected to
continue for the next 2-4 monthsat the
least. It has already made clear that
pawer prices will be allowed to rise by as
much as 20% from current base levels
tor commercial use, harring agricul-
ture-linked industries. However, the
dissipation of the power crisis is
uniikely to fix the global supply-chain
immediately. The after-effects are liely
to linger and inpul prices will lake a
while to moderate,

The effort to contain the impact of
the pandenic has, until now, largely
focused on thedemand side. Policy mak-
ing now has to reorient itself to handle
the supply front. It is not an easy Lransi-
tinn te make.

Co-raaitinoreed wesible Suscti Arora,
soomanist, HDFC Banie
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India, Israel Explore
Expanding Tiesin
Tech, Agriculture

DipanjanRoy.Chaudhury
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Mod! and Israell
Prime Minister Naftall Ben-
netton Tuesday discussed pos-
sibilities of expanding ties in
the flelds of innovation, tech-
nology. space, security, agri-
cultureand food technologies.

The twomet on thesidelines
of the COP26 climate confe-
rence In Glasgow, Scotland,
In what was their malden me-
eting. Modi Invited his Israell
counterpart to visit India.

“Our goal Is to continue the
wonderful path that you pla-
cedwith my predecessor, and
bring it to a whole new level,
S0'We can ensure that our two
nations work together on In-
novation, technology, space,
securlty agriculture, food
technologies, and of course
climate-related  techmologl-
es,” Bennett 1s understood to
have told Modl. “1 want to ta-
ke this opporiunity to wish
you and your people gree-
tings for the Diwall holiday,
and I wantto thank you again
for thefriendship.”

Maodi, on his part, told Ben-
nett that the people of India
deeply value the friendship
with lsrael. Earlier on Mon-
day, Modi accompanied by fo-
reign minister S Jaishankar,
interacted with Bennett in a
visibly cordial brief meeting.

In a video tweeted by Modi,
the two leaders were seen ax-

changing pleasantries during
their discussion. “Indeed! We
shall continne working togoet-
her for stronger bilateral ties
and for a better planet,” Mod!
tweeted on Tuesday
Aspersraeli mediareports,
Bennett, who became Prime
Minister in June this year, is
Tikely to visit India next year
Indla and lsrael elevated
their bilateral relations to a
strategic partnership during
the historic visitof Prime Mi-
nister Modi to Israel in July
2017. Since then, the rela-
tionship between the two co-
untries has focused on expan-
ding knowledge-based part-
nership, which includes col-
laboration in innovation and
research, Including
the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

MODI, DEUBA TO WORK TOGETHER
ON POST-PANDEMIC RECOVERY
Modi also met his Nepalese
counterpart Sher Bahadur
Deuba in Glasgow on Tues-
day and resolved to Work to-
gether towards post-pande-
mic recovery. It was thelr
first meetingsince Deuba as-
sumed the PM's offlce.
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Record wheat output likely in rabi season

Meenakshi.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

Indore: Adequate soil mois-
ture amid good rainfall in
many farming pockets may
increase wheat productivity
up by over 10% in Madhya
Pradesh during the current
rabi season, according to the
Indian Council of Agricultu-
ral Research (ICAR).

ICAR’s Indore regional
station has estimated yield
in wheat to jump to atleast 30
guintals per hectare as aga-
inst 26.3 quintals per hectare
last year, pushing produc-
tion higher this season
across the state.

MadhyaPradesh isthese-
cond largest wheat produ-
cingstate inthe country with
an estimated area of 6.5 mil-
lion hectares.

Principal scientist and
ICAR’s Indore head Dr K C
Sharma said, “Rainfall was
good at most places in MP
and it has made the soil con-
ducive for wheat production.
Thereare possibilitiesofhig-
her productionand producti-
vity of wheat this season.”

Sharma said, “Wheat
productivity is anticipated

Madhya Prades is the second largest what pro

TOI/ Photo for representation only

k

i

ducing state

to be about 30 quintals per
hectare or may be higher in
the current season”.

Early sowing has begun
in the key producing areas of
the state, while in most parts
farmers will begin planting
between November 10 and
November15.

The research institute is
producing breeder seeds for

the newly notified H1 1636
breed variety and H1 8823 du-
rum wheat variety seeds.

Sharma said, “We are
producing breeder seeds of
two varieties and will provi-
de them to seed producing
agencies and progressive
farmers in the next vear. So-
me very good genotypes are
in the pipeline for release
nextyear.”

Wheat, chana and peas
aremajor winter cropsof the
Indore division. According
to the agriculture depart-
ment, around 20,000 hectares
is likely to go under chana
and 1.85 lakh hectares under
wheat in Indore district. The
total area underrabicropsin
Indoredivision islikely togo
up to 16.9 lakh hectares, ac-
cording to official data.

Global food prices soar, raise fears of trade protection

FAO index up at 1332, the highest since
July 2011 on costly cereals, edible oils

SUBRAMANI IRA MANCOMBU
chenral Novembers

Led by continuous strengthen-
ing of global prices of veget-
ableoils and pulses, world food
prices have soared to a 10-year
high, giving rise to fears of a
new wave of trade protection
settingin,

The Foodand Agriculture Or-
ganisation (FAD),anarm of the
United Natlons, said in a re
lease on Thursday that the FAD
Food Prices Index (FFPI) aver-
aged 1332 points last month,
upthreeper cent fiom Sepren-
ber and 313 per cent [torm Octo-
ber last year,

This is the highest since July
2011,

“After rising for three con-
secutive months, the FFPI in
October stood at its highest
level since July2011," it said.

The FAO Cereal Price Index
averaged 1371 points in Octo-
ber, up 3.2 per cent from
September and 224 percent
overthe year-ago period.

“Higher food prices, along
with the recent spike in energy
costs, are pushing food price

inflation up and raising food-
security concerns inseveral de
veloping economies” the
World Bank said in its Com-
modity Markets Qutlook.

Markets outlook

Fitch Solutions Country Risk
and  Industry  Research
[FSCRIR), inits note on "Weekly
Commodity Strategy” on Fri-
day, said the surge in agricul-
tural and food prices since the
beginning of this year could
lead to a newwave of trade pro-
tectionism and panic buying
in the agricultural sector, last
seen during the onset of the
Covidi9 pandemic in March-
April zo20.

FAO said:  “International
prices of all major cereals in-
creased month-or-month (in
October). World wheat prices
continued tosurge fora fourth
consecutive month, rising by a
further five per cent in October,
to stand 383 per cent higher
yearoin-year, and reaching
their highest leyel since
November 2012

Tighter availability in global
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markets due to lower harvests
in major exporters, espacially
Canada, the Russian Federa-
tion and the US, continued to
put upward pressure on prices,
[tsaid.

“Reduced global supplies of
higher quality wheat, in partic-
ular, exacerbated the pressure,
with premium grades leading
the price rise,” the food agency
said,

World maize prices also
firmed up, supported by gains
in energy markets. However,
increased seasonal supplies
and easing of port distuptions
in the US limited the increase
in maizevalues,

“International rice prices
also edged up further in Octo-
ber, although the onset of
main crop harvests in various

Mixed FAO price indexes
Year  Food  Meal Daky  Cereals _W“ fe  Sugar
o7 % 97 106 9 1018 %l
2018 %59 M8 173 108 L o
2019 951 100 1028 965 832 786
2020 o1 %55 104 1031 g4 15
0215ept 1282 128 &1 13RS 186 1212
0200 1332 121 1207 13 1848 1191
Bave 2004-16 =200 Source: FAD

Asian suppliers capped the in-
creases,” FAD saicl.

Russian, Chinese curbs

Fitch Solutions peinted our
that both Ching and Russia
have introduced polices to
curb their exports of fertilisers
andfor agricultural  cops.
“These measures could be ex-
tended and/or tightened over
the coming months. Argentina
may also enact tighter trade
policies, as they have previ-
ously done so in the past” it
said,

In his comments on soaring
energy prices, Ayhan Kose,
Chief Economist and Dirsctor
of the World Bank's Prospects
Group, said the sharp rebound
in commiodity prices is turning
out to be more pronounced

than previously projected, “Re-
cent volatility in prices may
complicate policy choices as
countries recover from last
year's global recession,” he
warned.

FSCRIR said most other gov-
erniments were seemingly fo-
cusing on subsidising agricul-
tural production andfor key
inputs for now.

“But, we note that theredis a
sizeable risk that they {will)
rurn to more restrictive trade
practises in the near future if
food prices remain elevated,” it
said.

The World Bank said this
year prices of some commaodit-
ies increased to or exceeded
levels not seen since the spike
of 2011

It said the risk of greater ag-

ricultural  protectionism s
higher in emerging markets
(EMs) than developed markets,
as consumers in EMs spend a
greater proportion of their in-
comes on food products.

Direct impact

Also, there is more of a direct
impact berween agricultural
and food prices due to fewer in-
termediaries involved
throughout the supply chain.
Some countries, such as Russia
and Argentina, are well known
for enacting restrictive trade
policies, whereas the US s not.

Referring 1o the Chinese
curb on export of [ertlisers
from September thisyear, Fitch
Solutions, a unit of the Ficch
Group, said it impacted rice
production in Thailand and Vi-
etnam, where the respective
governments have asked farm-
ers to cut fertiliser application
by 50 per cent.

It said India, which was the
top export destination for
Chinese fertiliser last year, has
warned its growers not to
hoard lertilisers.

China has also asked its
households to step up essen-
tials in case of emergencies,
leading to panic purchases.
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India signs up sustainahle
agriculture action agenda

PTI I LONDON

ndia is among 27 countries o

sign up to a sustainable agri-
culture action agenda at the con-
clusion of the first week of the
COP26 climate summit in
Glasgow, laying out new com-
mitments to make tarming more
sustainable and less palluting.

The ‘Sustainable Agriculture
Palicy Action Agenda for the
Transition to Sustainable
Agriculture and Global Action
Agenda for Innovation in
Agriculture’ was among the
highlight action pledges to be
clinched by the participating
countries at the 26th Conference
of Parties (COP26) of the United
Nations Framework Convention
an Climate Change (UNFCCC)
on Saturday.

The countries laid out new
commitments to change their
agricultural policies to become
more sustainable and less pal-
luting, and to invest in the sci-
ence needed for sustainable
agriculture and for protecting
food supplies against climate

nge.

"TF we are to limit global
warming and keep the goal of
1.5 degree Celsius alive, then
the world needs to use land sus-
tainably and put protection
and restoration of nature at the
heart of all we do.” said Alok
Sharma, the Indian-origin UK
Cabinet minister, in his role as
the President of COP24.

“The commimments being
made today show that nature

and land use is humg rtcng
nised as essential to meeting
the Paris Agreement poals, and
will ..nnlrlﬁme to addressing
the twin crises of climate
change and biodiversity loss.
Meanwhile, as we look ahead 1o

negotiations in week two of

COP 1 urge all parties to come
to the table with the construc-
tive compromises and ambi-
tions needed)” he said.

Others besides India to
sign up to the action plan
include Australia, Uganda,
Madagascar,  Tanzania,
Vietnam, Nigeria, Lesotho,
Laos, Indonesia, Guinea,
Ghana, Germany, Philippines,
Ethiopia, UK, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Morocco, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Nigeria,
Philippines, Sierra Leone,
Spain, Switzerland and the
UAE.

The announcement follows

Ocean Action Day on Friday of

over 10 new countries signing
up to the "30by30" target to pro-
tect 30 per cent of the world's
ocean by 2030, These
inchude India, Bahrain, Jamaica,
St Lucia, Sri Lanka, Saudi

-’Lrahﬂ India, Qatar, Samoa,
Tonga, Gambia and Georgia,
with the target now supported
by over 100 countries,
Among other develop-
ments from week one of
COP26 climate summit, the
World Bank will commit to
spending USD 25 billion in cli-
mate finance annually to 2025
through its Climate Action
Plan, including a focus on
agriculture and food systems.
The conclusion of the first
week, which ed with the
World Leaders' Summit attend-
¢ Prime Minister Narendra
i, was marked by a massive
prmest march by environmental
activists in Glasgow on Saturday.,
Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg joined thousands at
the "Global Day of Action for
Climate Justice” march, the
biggest so far during the COP26
summit which took place
alongside hundreds of similar
events around the world,
After a brief break on
Sunday, the climate talks will
resume on Monday and con-
clude at the end of the summit
next Friday.

At 188 lakh tonnes,
Punjab procures
4% less paddy, yet
second highest ever

ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
JALANDHARNOVEMBER 15

PUNJAB HAS procured 4 percent
|ess paddy this year compared to
last year, with the current figure
at around 188 lakh tonnes, The
kharif season had also seen
around 5 per cent less area urn-
der paddy { non-basmati) this
year compared to 2020,

This, however, is still the
state's secand highest procure-
ment overall after one of the
highest per-hectare yield ever,
according to the Punjab
Agriculture Department's Crop
Cutting Experiments (CCEs)
across 23 districts of the state,

Total 187. 86 lakh tonnes of
paddy arrived in Punjab's man-
dis this year for government
purchase on  MSP  until
November 14. Last year, 203
lakh tonnes of paddy - the high-
est ever - was procured when
there was an all-time high area
under paddy.

The Punjab government had
estimated procuring 190 lakh
tonnes paddy this season.

As per FCl records 162.54
lakhlnnnes(LI]wasprocumd in
2019-20, 169.36 LT in 2018-19,
176.9 LT in 2017-18, and 165.15
LTin2016-17.

Around 54 per cent padidy ar-
rived from seven of 23 districts
of Punjab, with Sangrur district
topping the list (20.19 lakh
tonnes paddy procured), fol-
lowed by Ludhiana and Patiala,
where 17. 58 lakh tonnes and
14.53 lakh tonnes, respectively,
was procured. This was followed

paddy, falling
@ water table

EXPLAINED

With the advent of the
Green Revolution in
1966-67, paddy, histori-
cally never the main
crop of Punjab, was
adopted on a large scale.
A Central Groundwater
Board report says 4,000
litres of water are re-
quired to grow just 1 kg
of paddy. The result:
‘With increasing areas
under paddy cultivation,
the state’s water table
has started declining. At
present, nearly 80 per
centof the blocks in the
state have dried up, and
4 per cent are on the
verge of drying up.

by Bathinda (13,11 LT}, Moga
(12.81 LT, Ferozepur (1219 LT)
and Jalandhar (1077 LT}

This year, according to the
Punjab Agriculture department,
30.66 lakh hectares area was un-
der rice, including 26.05 lakh
hectares under paddy. against
31.49 lakh hectares under rice,
including 27.43 laldh hectares un-
der paddy, last year.

In past five years since 2017,
the area under rice cultivation
touched over 3 million hectares
including the highest area un-
der paddy too between 25.44
lakh hectares to 27.43 lakh
hectanes.

No scientific basis to GM crops’ regulation

Itis odd that the GEAC should undermine its own role, by seekmg States’ go-ahead before giving its approval for field trials

LA AURIIINYA

he successful Covid vac-
dine drive and use of Bo
Cawan technoiogy forthe

economic benedit of the
cotton farmers are great examples
of using selence snd 1echnology
selve problems in thie heal and
agriculoure fields,

Howeveragri bintechnology con-
tinues to get the cold shoulder
Since 2010 there have been concer-
ted efforts made to desail the rego-
latory process for deployment of
agriculestal  biotechnalogyhased
selutions for the problems Iercd by
Indian farmers.

It started with the imposition of
morarorium on B Brinjal inspHte ol
the data based sclentific evidence
supporting the eifficacy and safety
aof the technology and the approval
of the regutatory body, the Genetic

our member company's applica-
fon in Karnaraka last manth. Pub-
lie eonsultaton for a research eral
Is-a wrong precedent, Scientlfic as-
sessment and approval for feld -
als by GEAL shoubd have come first.
Rregulatory assessments of technog-
Inges showldd be based on science.
Central and Stave povernments
should exercise judgement based
on scientific assemment ather
than aliowing regulatory decisions
being raken on majority apinion
Field rrizls help us to understand
the technology and s perform-
ance better based on which GEAC
can mike Its decislon. Rejection of
applicavions for feld toials will
hinder scientific progress,
Karmataka farmers need solu-
tons fne problems such 25 ball.
worms m cotwon and Fall Army
‘Worm tnmatze: The publichaztobe
educated about safety and wseful-

Engineering Appraisal £

d the need

(GEACY Stmuiltansously a new rule
mandated industry m seek Mo Ob-
jection Certificare [NOC)  from
States for comd ned field

o tesr new technologies. ldenlogy
and  activism-based  objections
;hnuh‘! naoc m?an 3 was saen dnr

tridls with GM cropes, after phtain-
Ing GEAC approval, As expected,
most of the States, under the inliu-
ence of vested Interests and un-
selentific arguments, have not been
Yiving NOCs, which has created a
huge obstacle in Aekd resting of GM
crops,

States' NOC. a paln point

imgthe
wd for Bt Brinfal Hopefully
Karnataka government will allow
field trials,

Ideatly the government should
have natified some testing sites un-
der the comtrol of ICAR and agricul-
mral unjversiries and allowed com-
panies to concuct trials in these
sltes withoue need for NOC from
States. This would Fave helped in

This problem s further comp
ded with GEAC now asking che ap-
plicants o get the NOC
from the States even be-
fore ksuing fts approval
for conducting feld i
als. Approval of Aeld i
als, which should have
been a pure sclence hased
regulatery process, has
now been converted into
a political and public consulaion
process. In the absence of a uniform
scientific process for issuing MOC
Srates might resont fo the ealy pre-
cess they loflow in such cases; —
secking public epinion.

This happened with the case of

ACFI NEWSLETTER

entific

Surasscssmcmufu'chmlngy Nt~
fication of such desig-
nated sites for field trials
has been pending for the

last several years
The regulator [s the
only independent body

Tech focus The bollwarm attack on Bt cotton needs a sciensfic solition s ame s

predictable policy regime, the role
of public instimnons, Indian and
foreign private indsiry needs to be
defined in this pelicy. This will en-
courage investments In the sector
Iy beoth the public matitutions and
the privare sector. This has been
mssing for the lase il years in India

n the absence of such clear
palicy, Br Arinjal and GM Mustard
did not get palitical support and
were kepe on hold by the govern-
ment. some of the political parties
and States are permanently op-
paosed, either directly or indirectly,
i the wse of agri biotechnology.
They oppose even 1rials for reasons
not based on science. GM techne-
logy has not progressed in India
due tn these reasons and the losers

are facmers, as i seen with prolifer-
ation of of

entific validity and safery

ol & new t=chnology, The

role of the government and the

palicy makers |5 to identify the spe-

cific areas inwhich 2gn hiotechno-

lagyista be deployed In the bestin-

terests of the farmer, the consumer
and the counary.

Far the sake of transparency and

M tralts in Comton for weed and in-
sect contral. This is dangerous loo
farmers who buythisseed from un-
authorised sources withour any
quality assurance.

I addition to-all this negarivism,
GEAC has now asked for the States’
apinion on the draft guldelines for
deployment af the new nonGM

Gene Editing technology in agricul-
mure. The draft guedelines were
cleared by seientific bocdy BEGM un-
der the Minlstry of Science and
Technology

There were mputs from eminent
schentlsts of the Mational Academy
of Agriculrural Selences and ICAR
In spite of this and the full powers
given oo GEMC by the Enviranmens
Protection Act to decide such mat-
rers, the States' opinion s belng
soughr,

GEAC will find feself in a ericky
spot if the comments of States are
in contrast o the seiencebased
conclusions of all the technical |:x

mace than two years. It 15 essential
o build capacity amang States to
understand the technology and
suppaort It

Denying farmers access w mod-
ern scitnoe and technoligy will di-
minish thelr competiiveness n
ghobal markers.

A basket of tecimological tools
must be made avallable o the
farmer and the choice should be
left to flm. Mo single rechnology is
asliver buller, be 1t GM or Genz Edir
ingor chemicals or ferrilisers or Or-
ganic or Nagural Farming Thereisa
place for esch one of therm.

The Centre has w take a leader-

perts In several
Sates give & fractured mdll:t ar
delay thelr respanses. These are
dangess of judging scientific mat.
tere through majority opinion
rather than scientific assessments.

Gene editing potential

Gene eding technology has poten-
dal 1o helg breeders develop crop
warderies that can withstand Bloric
and abivtic stresses better and en-
hance their nuertional content,
Guidelines are alveady delayed by

ship role in dep) of modarn
bintechnology in agricultre. There
iz an urgent need for a dialogue
between Centre and States and
among palitical parties to put this
derailed proeess back on reack. Oth-
erwise we will be letting down our
farmers who are fighting the (m-
pact of climate change, pests, dis
cases, sagnant yields and age-old
agronomic practices,

Thewriter is Director-Genernl
Federation of Seed industryof india
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GRI-SSTARTUPS, LIKE star-
tups In other areas, are
mushrooming, and are try-
Ing to mise funding, India is
next to the US and Chinain
the agri-startup space, According to
Agfunder, India witnessed an increase in
fundiig, from $619 million in 12020 o
$2 billion in 12021, preceded by the US
(59.5 hillion) and China ($4.5 billion). A
2020studyby EY pegs the Indianagritech

@ FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH

AGRITECH-STARTUP-LED E-COMMERCE HAS THE POTENTIAL TO STEER THE SHIFT FROM
GOVT-CONTROLLED AGRICULTURAL MARKETS TOWARDS MORE DEMAND-DRIVEN DIGITALMARKETS

An agritech revolution
has been seeded

ASHOK
GULATI

Gulati ks Infosys Chalr profassar
for sariculture, ICRIER

| and small businesses, and is operational

P

need Lo address the challenges that con

front th andachicve

market | ial at 524 billion by 2023,
ofwhichonly 1% lasbeen captured so far,

p’nalersc.zle Efﬁmezhaai &xjm&mmr

Amang various agritech -
ply-chain technologyand output markets
have the highest potential, worth §12.1
billion. Currently, India seems to have
about 600-700 agritech startups, manyof
them using artificial intelligence (A1),
machinelearning (ML),internet of things
(TaT},etc, tounlock the potential of big data
for greater resource-use efficiency, trans
parency,and inclusiveness,

The pandemic helped them catapulr,
and the Farm Laws 2020 can give thema
further boost by providing alegal frame-
waork to work with farmers collectives.
Here, we fpous on some startups in mar-
keting space that are empowering farm-
erg, small agrifood operators, and giving
consumers abetter deal for their money.

Ninjacart, Dehaat,and Crofarm (Otipy)
are three of the many startups that are
redefining the agrifood marketplace.
Their novelty is not kmited to empower-
mgfz.n'nmbm alsoencompassesco-opt-
ing local grocery stores as well as small
agrifood businesses. This is in contrast to
the urbamwd retail wave of the mid-
20005,

ganised retailers and small businesses
‘were perceived to be threatened.
Sarret ; d

itiple models of

Ninjacart started off as a farmer-to-con-

engages thmugll B2F .'md [-ZI! mndcis It

agrisd

ics to nurture a thrivi ng mssystern of
farmers, mic and insti-

5162 million since June 2014, Dehaat
raised 5115 million alone in October
2021, claimed to be one of the biggest
funding in agritech space. its valuation,
as on January 20, 2021, was §158 mil-
lion. Ninjacart mised funding worth
§222 rrulimn since Mmh 2016and is
October 21,

tutional buyers, Crofarm is a F2B digital
supply-chain that manages logistics,
inventory and supply of fi?sl:l produce

Fig
Bazaar, Reliance Retail, BigBasket and
Grofiers. Crofarm's Otipy is an app-based
F2B2C social commerce platform that
delivers {in addition to grocery and other
household items) fruits and vegetables
directly sourced from farmers to con-
sumers through their partner resellers.
and valua

2010}.W|L‘n a l.ural f'und ingof $16.9 mil-
lionsince July 201 6, Crofarm isvalued at
$24.4 million as on July 16, 2021. Since
2019, Otipy has raised funding worth
§12.7 million, of which $10.2 million
was raised in fuly 2021,

Increasing footprint of agritech
startups: Dehaat is present in Bihar, West
Bengal, Oclisha, and Uttar Pradesh, work-
Ingwith 6,50,000 farmers through 1,890
Dehaat C‘el\lc:s. Ninjacart sources fresh

i £ m 0

nd.

tion trends: with a total funding nf

In nearly 11 cities. With a farmer network
of 10,000-plus, Crofarm has served more
than 1 lakh consumers and 5,000 busl-
nesses. Otipy has em as one of the
popular app-based form with nearly
2lakh customersand more than 825 lakh

Biled loads, It cur L} hswith
10,000-phus resellers in Dethi NCRand is
alsopresent in Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,and
Himachal Pradesh. About 70% of the
resellers are women.

Demonstrated impact: Ninjacart
reduced wastage to 4% compared to upto
25% in traditional chains through
demand-driven harvest schedule. Logis-
tics-optimisation enabled deliveryin less
than 12 hoursat one-third the cost in tra-
ditional chaing, Farmers’ net incormes are
reported to have increased by 200,
Dehaat has enab]ed farmers to secure

upto 509 asaresultof
bt eoRts i At
mthY.nndbmerpnmdLS(Mr.

Agritech-startup-led e-commerce
platforms ean potentially steer the shift
from government-controlled agricul-
tural markets towards more demand-
driven digital markets. However, sus-
tainability and scalability of these

or%, ETOCery

isyet to be tested. The startup-
FPO partnership can be strengthened
under the Centre’s programme to add

e Top 15 countries by funding in H1 2021 10,000 new FPOs by 2024, The netwark
" (% billion) of agritech startups, incubators, acceler-
ators and investors needs towork closely
& with palic i’ lemia,and think-
45 tanks to create solutions for shared value
i in India's dynamic agrifood system. 1f
20 policies, institutions and partnerships
2 10 08 07 07 06 04 awab.l:luhimessllwcumntmc‘:!e:—
¢ 0.4 . tum, the startup ecosystem can be the
o .-----—-—2222-2 st puaration chusl I
BESEREESEEEEER I
R E SRR

‘Stop APEDA from accrediting agencies
certifying organic products shipments’

SUBRAMANI RA MANCOMBU
chennai, November 11

Four European Union (EU) or-
ganisations that deal with or-
ganic products have asked the EU
Commiittee on Organic Produc-
tion to stop the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA)
from giving accreditation to
agencies  certifying  organic
products exports from India to
the Union.

They have also asked the EU to
delist India from the list of coun-
tries recognised for organic
product exports to the EU and
directly supervise the shipments
from the subcontinent.

Theorganisations, in aletter to
the Committee Chair Elena Pani-
chi, pointed towards the steps
taken by the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA),
which took over direct supervi-
sion of organic products exports
from India.

In July this year, the USDA
ended a 15year agreement with
the Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA) allow-
ing the latter to accreditagencies
certifying organic products ex-
port to the US. The USDA had said

ACFI NEWSLETTER

it was changing its approach to
organic “oversight” in India un-
der its National Organic Pro-
gramme.

Additional audits

The four organisations asked the
EU to improve the quality of or-
ganic products imported into
the EU permanently and control
APEDA's functioning in this per-
spective,

One of the ways could be com-
ing up with “some additional
audits” and making sure that
APEDA “is reacting and working
as appropriately as the control
systemneeds them to be". The or-
ganisations even suggested that
an alternative body to APEDA
should be allowed to come up.
Until then, Indian farmers
should be given time for trans-
ition and EU countries be al-
lowed to import Indian organic
products without disruption.

‘Review derecognition’

The communication was sent to
the EU Committee asking it to re-
view its decision on blacklisting
five certifyingagenciescertifying
organic products exports from
India to the Furopean Commis-
sion.

Four trade firms ask the
European Union to delist
India from list of nations
recognised for organic
item exports

The five certifying agencies -
CU Inspections India , Ecocert In-
dia, Indian Organic Certification
Agency (Indocert), Lacon Quality
Certifications and OneCert Inter-
national - have been derecog-
nised for their failure to meet the
norms for ethylene oxide (ETO)
presence in their consignments,
particularly sesame
(til/gingelly).

APEDA followed up the dere-
cognition of the five firms by sus-
pending accreditation to Aditi
Organic Certification for a year
and banning four others - CU In-
spections India , ECOCERT India,
Indian Organic Certification
Agency (Indocert) and OneCert
International - from registering
Ay New Organic processor or ex-
porter for organic products certi-
fication.

All the five came under APEDA
lens after some shipments
cleared by them failed to meet
the norms for ETO presence.

APEDA officials did not comment
on the four organisations' letters
until this report was published.

The EU organisations said in
view of the committee’s black-
listing, “hundred thousands of
Indian organic farmers will find
difficulty to export their organic
products to EU and also the in-
terests of companies selling and
customers  buying  their
products in Europe are harm

The organisations - Organic
Processingand Trade Association
(OPTA),  Europe,  SYNABIO,
RioNederland and Association
for Organic Food producers -
said ETO was a post-harvest re-
lated issue and the farmers were
not the cause but victims of con-
tamination.

Charge against authority
“Information was withheld or
forwarded very late to the con-
trol bodies and also the informa-
tion given by the contral bodies
to APEDAwas forwarded verylate
to the Commission by APEDA"
the four organisations alleged.
Trade analysts sawthe move by
the four organisations as trying
to dictate terms on behalf of the
certifying agencies and interven-
ingwith India's sovereign rights.
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Basmati exports to gain momentum as
[ran lifts seasonal ban on rice imports

High freight

rates, container
availability remain
a challenge, say
an exporter
VISHWANATH KULKARNI

Bengaluru, November 9

Basmati shipments to Iran,
the largest buyer of the In-
dian aromatic rice, are set
to pick up with reports of
the West Asian nation lift-
ing the seasonal ban on rice
imports.

“Though there is no
formal information yer, it is
learnt that Iran has lifted
the seasonal curbs on rice
imports. We expect basmati
shipments to gain pace in
the coming months al-
though the higher ocean
freight rates and non-avail-
ability of containers remain
a challenge,” said Vinod
Kaul, Executive Director, All
India Rice Exporters
Association.

Iran has traditionally im-
posed an annual seasonal
ban on rice imports during

Revival of fortunes
Basmati Exports to Iran

Year Volumes Value
(lakh tonnes) (% billion) |

2020-21 1.47 0.59
2019-20 13.19 1.23

_2018-19  14.83 1.56
2017-18 8.77 0.90
2016-17 7.16 0.67
Source: DGCIS

its domestic harvest season
from July to mid-November
to protect its growers.

Logistics woes
However, what could help
the Indian exporters this
year is the fact that Iran,
perhaps, has had a lower
than normal crop, Kaul said.
Also, payment issues that
Indian exporters faced in
the recent past have largely
been resolved and the trade
is now taking place in third
party currency — the United

Arab Emirates Dirham
(AED), he said.
India's basmati exports

during April-August this
year were impacted by the
shortage of containers and

sharp increase in freight
rates, Kaul said.

The main issue is the
availability of containers on
time, Kaul said adding that
the shortage still persists,
while the demand is almost
normal.

Exports fluctuate

As per APEDA figures, dur-
ing April-August this year,
basmati  shipments in
volume terms dropped 16
per cent to 17 million
tonnes, from 2.03 million
tonnes a year ago.

In value terms, the ship-
ments were 20 per cent
lower at S$144 Dbillion
against $1.8 billion in the
same period a year ago.

Commenting on the do-
mestic output, Kaul said the
production is good and the
new crop has been coming
into the marlket.

New export markets
Exports should gain mo-
mentum from now till
March, traditionally the
peak season for Indian bas-
mati shipments, Kaul said.

In the current year, some
Latin American countries
have imported some fair
quantities of Indian bas-
mati,

“We can say some new
opening have come rthis
year from Latin America.
However, that will still re-
main a limited market
while West Asia, which ac-
counts for 72-80 per cent of
the total basmati ship-
ments continues to be the
mainstay,” he added.

India exported 4.63 mil-
lion tonnes of basmati rice
valued at $4.02 billion dur-
ing 2020-21 against 4.45 mil-
lion tonnes valued at $4.37
billion in the same period
previous year.

Growth rate of agriemissions pickingup since 2015

Share of agriculture in India's emissions may be falling, but it still accounts for a fifth of the total

ISHAAN GERA
Haw Dalhl, 2 November

Although India refrained from
signing the COP26 Action Azenda on
Sustainable Agriculture atthe
climate summitin Glasgow though it
was part of the negotiations, data
suggestsit needsto move fastin
addressing theissue ofagricultural
sustainability.
A BustnessS

Tard analyvsisof

Climate Analysis Indicators Tool
(CAIT)data from 1990-2018shows
thateven though Indiaranks third in
terms of total greenhousegas
emissions, it hasthe toprankin
termsof agricultural emissions. It
accounted forover 12 percentof the

¢ globalgreenhouse emissions from

| agriculture and related activitles. It

- emined? percentmorethan the next
highest polluting country, China,
and 30 per cent more than Brazil,
which ranked third inagricultural
emissions. In absolute terms,
agricultire emissions from India
were 718 million tonneofearbon

EVEN THOUGH AGRI'S SHARE By —
IN INDIA'S TOTAL EMISSIONS :
IS FALLING...

~~India's share in global agricultural emissions
== figriculture's share in India's total em[ssiaEE

1990

dioxide equivalent (MICOZ2e),
whereas agricultural emissions from
Chinawere673MtCO2e, India
swrpassed Chinaasthetop
agricultural emitterin 2011
Theshareof agriculture inTndia’s
total emissionsmay have declined

from eloseto athird wjustover 20
percent between 2009 and 2018,
Further analysis of CAIT showsthat
the growth rate of agriculture
emissions had been increasingsince
2015, Theyear-on-year growth in
emissions in 2016 was 0.5 percent
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androse o083 percent in2017.In
2018, theemissions had increased 1.3
per cent. Although thedatasince
2018is not aveilable, given that rice
cultivation hasincreased, emissions
fromagriculturewould also have
picked up. Rice cultivation accounts

for 18 percentof agriculure
emissions. The fourthadvanced
estimaresreleased in August putthe
rice production inthe country at
12227 million tonnein 2020-21— 8.7
percent higherthan the last five

years' average production.
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India not
signed up to
COP26 agenda
on sustainable
agriculture

Agtech platform Arya.ag starts
‘buy now, pay later’ service

OURBUREAU

Chennai, November 12

In a first, Indian agtech plat-
form Arya.ag haslaunched ‘buy
now, pay later’ (BNPL) service
for every buyer buying 150-200
tonnes of agriculture produce.
It will apply to buyers on Ary-
a.ag platform for the purchase
of grains, oilseeds and pulses.

toX2crore,” the firm said.

Availing scheme

To avail of the BNPL scheme,
buyers would need to upload
their basic know-your-cus-
tomer documents and finan-
cial details. Once onboard, they
can avail credit in a matter of
minutes. Arya.ag will bring to-

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Tuesday clarified that India
has not signed up to a sustain-
able agriculture policy action
agenda during the COP-26 Cli-
mate Summit in Glasgow.

The clarification was issued
by the Union Agriculture Min-
istry following media reports
that India had signed up for
the agenda.

A press release said buyers
couldreceive creditof up toX25
lakh at zero interest rate for 14
days. “This will shortly be raised

gether multiple players to offer
the BNPL service. The financial
solutions will be extended to
warehouse rent, etc.

STATE OF PLAY [} India must replace a tariff mindset with best practices in global trade

Enough of FTA- Draggmg

0 . . 'has changod from being aboot tarifis
It is clarified that such and dutles to quality and standards.
* a G This Includes sockil, political and envi-

statements are baseless and ronment standards. Earle, rade e
¥ Fo. . - mmma:msmmm
faﬁ.tu::rllly incorrect. India I‘llas ~ vices, inestmont. disutoseomen
not signed up for the Sustain- will vt deal With il ectinolo.

able Agriculture Policy Action

ﬁgenda during the COP-26 | mmmﬂ:ummalfhmg w&mﬂmﬁﬂw&?ﬂ&i_
) s T itlos 10
Climate Summit,” the minis- the day And the approach it tion 1seif 8 & naruralGestination o
. f s ~ bringstobear insomeof ftseru-  Western value chains, it has to consi-
try said in a statement. (PTA)negott
A National Mission for Sus :n?ﬁﬁmmmmmm ﬁ.é'ﬁ‘ﬁ%& ok =l
. M > o T both fiseconomicambitionand  China's belligerence with India has
tamahle Agrlculture (NMSA} 15 i m mggm'hlgm mmmuﬁnﬂ:nm ma'uﬁ; Inig to trvest m;;ﬂmrmam :emwamﬂtmammg
one of the Missions within the B O o ol
iy CIore] 10 SOITH: ASEPSSINONES, L COMEs (0 o
National Action Plan on Cli- hip (REEP S sk sl © e g s i e
- - . nbf?ih?ﬁmMn Free Trade mse.t]bemlﬁwnmu'am“alnmm gr%mleln the domestic market, not ?ﬁmnmhr%m. Bur,
mate Lhange (NAPC(.;) that 15 mmmxm?msmem ]I}ymmm mmmmabt&: $8.76 bil- MF%MW&IH% m&m“u&mmﬁm mm
i 3 Indiahasoptedoutof RCEP fornow, (5,152 crore), while the distribu- Indial world, strengih
operatmna] m I]'IE Countr}-’ Lo wnﬂleslmadngml!dmmmrﬂ% tion was more everchanded with the ;Flllars of the Aumnlgﬁa: Bharat umﬂﬂcumgmtsmmmnm
- = i Indlia-Asean(Assoclationof Southeast US. Infact, Indian exporis woreof abo- — policy frame, 15 vet toachieve traction  India toduck demorracy issues. World
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fed area developmenz. on-farm hi-tech manufacturing, green technology, renewables, —Decausecvenat adversar o O g et
Only then can it leverage its partners more effectively  tests, Delht unlike Beijing. alwaysma- om

water management as well as
soil health management.
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gles, ecommerce, property

rights (IPR), environment sustainzbl-

Ty, Lo, gender and such 1ssues.
Also, It's true that these subjects ac-
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“Technology is key for farm sector growth’

Deloitte study says its disruption is crucial
to meet demand, improve value chain

SUBRAMANIRAMANCOMBU
Chennai, Novermber 16

With the food spend of an aver-
age Indian household expec-
ted to increase to 35.4 per cent
by 2025, technology will be the
key enabler to meet the de-
mand and ensure affordability,
according to a study by
Deloitte.

The study — Future of Food:
Innovation in managing de-
mand and supply disruptions
— says technology-led disrup-
tion is improving the entire
agri and food value chain, us-
ing minimum inputs and max-
imising output.

Market potential
“Blockchain technology, ma-
chine learning and artificial in-
telligence, besides a multipli-
city of different technologies
are coming into play in the
food sector)” said Anand
Ramanathan, Partner, Deloitte
Touche Tohmatsu India LLP.
The entire agri-tech market
is led by 1,000-plus start-ups in

India, with the market size es-
timated at 1,400 crore last
year. It has a potential of
%1,68,700 crore, Ramanathan
said, explaining the features of
the study.

According to the study, the
Indian government is support-
iveof technology adoption and
has invested in 300-plus start-
ups. Ramanathan said invest-
ments in agritech start-ups
during 2019-20 totalled 3,150
crore.

Many multinationals have
invested in these start-ups,
mainly in view of the data they
are generating, he said.

Technology is seen as key to
meeting India's future de-
mand as the share of middle-
income households increases
to 80 per cent from the present
50 per cent and drives 75 per
cent of consumer spending,
the study said.

Increasing prosperity
“Rising population and in-
Creasing prosperity are expec-

The Indian government is supportive of technology adoption and
has invested in 300-plus start-ups

ted to increase food demand in
India significantly. In terms of
food spending by 2025, meat
and poultry are estimated to
account for 30.7 per cent,
bread, rice, and cereals 23.8 per
cent, and fruits 16 per cent,” it
said.

The rise in prosperity is lead-
ing to a change in the food pyr-
amid, resulting in demand-
supply mismatch.

“India is facing a deficiency
in pulses at a time when there
is demand for smart proteins.
Also, less land is available for
pasture. This is where techno-
logy can playacrucial role with

regard to market linkages and
supply chain," Ramanathan
said. This is one of the reasons
why the poultry and dairy seg-
ment will see rapid develop-
ment over the next couple of
decades, the study said.

One of the significant
changes in the food pyramid is
that there is a revival of ethnic
cuisine despite political divi-
sions.

“There is a need to augment
pulses and millets production.
The urban consumer needs
more fresh food and this has
resulted in direct procurement
from growers,” he said.

Drones in agricultural farms get wings

Life science firm demonstrates use of drones in agriculture operations

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Life science firm Bayer on
Tuesday conducted a field
demonstration on use of
drones in agricultural opera-
tions at its multi-crop breed-
ing centre in Chandipa, near
Hyderabad.

First such by the firm, it
came on the back of Bayer
securing approvals to con-
duct research and develop-
ment and agriculture spray-
ing operations to make the
drone technology available
for smallholders.

Stating this the firm, in a
release, said, drones can
help support more targeted
applications of insect, weed
and disease-control pro-
ducts. The move will ensure
correct dosage and also limit
the risk of accidental expo-
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A drone in action at the multi-crop breeding centre of Bayer
near Hyderabad on Tuesday. sarsancEmENT

sure to chemicals. Besides,
drones also offer real-time
agronomic advisory to farm-
ers, enhancing farm produc-
tivity and fostering sustaina-
bility, it said.

CEO and managing direc-
tor of Bayer CropScience D.

Narain said, “We are proud
of the results of our drone
trial in Hyderabad. It show-
cases the potential of the fu-
ture of farming. Drone appli-
cations are operating in
other small farmer countries
in Asia and have the poten-

tial to deliver significant va-
lue to smallholders in India.”

Bayer said it has part-
nered with drone start-up
General Aeronautics and
conducted several in-house
and external R&D trials with
universities and central re-
search institutions to gener-
ate data to make drone-
based services available to
farmers. Growers may be
able to explore the technolo-
gy’s capabilities in aiding
paddy, corn, sugarcane,
wheat, vegetables, fruits and
plantation crops and har-
vests in the future, the com-
pany said. Union Minister of
Agriculture Narendra Singh
Tomar said Bayer's project
on use of drones in agricul-
ture comes amid India’s
giant strides in technology
and digitalisation.
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Gujarat groundnut farmers prefer
open market sale to MSP procurement

Only 3,602 farmers
have availed of govt
purchase process

OUR BUREAU
Ahmedabad, November 17
With the market price for
groundnut hovering above
the minimum support price
(MSP), farmers in Gujarat are
preferring to sell in the open
market than participate in
the procurement process.
Evidently, out of the
2,65,558 farmers who have re-
gistered online to participate
in the MSP procurement pro-
cess initiated by the State gov-
ernment, only 3,602 farmers
had availed of the facility till
November 15. Notably, the
procurement process will
continue for 90 days since the
start of the process from
November 11. However, farmer

Market prices of groundnut
have improved in the past
fortnight, say sources

sources revealed that market
prices of groundnut have im-
proved in the past fortnight
and are quoting in the range
of 4,800 per quintal to as
high as ¥6,080 per quintal at
markets in Saurashtra, includ-
ing prominent ones at Rajkot,
Jamnagar and Gondal. The ar-
rivals in Gondal market
crossed one lakh quintal.

The Centre has fixed the
MSP for oilseed at ¥5,550 per

quintal for the season 2021-22.

Kharif crops procurement
Gujarat Agriculture Minister,
Raghavji Patel, on Tuesday in-
formed that the procurement
of kharif crops including oil-
seeds is being undertaken in
the State under the Centre's
Price Support Scheme (PSS).
The Gujarat State Civil Sup-
plies Corporation is the nodal
agency for the procurement
process for  groundnut,
moong, urad and soyabean,

“So far today, 2,65,558 farm-
ers have registered to parti-
cipate in groundnut procure-
ment, 182 farmers for moong,
382 for urad and 321 for soya-
bean,” Patel. He also noted
that the market prices of
good quality groundnut were
ruling higher than the mar-
ket price in the current mar-
ket situation.

After farm Acts' repeal, govt may
table seeds Bill in Winter Session

SANJEER MUKHERIEE
Hew Delhi, 22 November

OF HOPE

SOWING SEEDS

m The draft Bill seeks 1o

Willintensify protest if talks

he Centre, after the
Tn!pealul the famm Acts,

may bring in another
important piece of legislaton
conceming farmers in the
form of the long-pending
Seeds Bill,

‘This will be in the forth-
coming winter session of
Parliament.

Sources sald the dreaft
Seeds Bill, in the way it was
preparad in 2019, sought to

regulate quality of seeds
sald and fadlitate the
praduction and supply of
these seeds to farmers

® (alls for mandatory
registration of all seed
varieties, empowers the
govarnment to fix price
af seeds

ises the Certre to

comings of the Seeds Bill of
2004, which was proposed
replace the Seeds Act of 1966,

However, the 2004 Bill
could not be cleared owing 1o
defictencies In it.

The draft Seeds Bill of
2009 regulates the quality of
seeds sold and facilitates
thelr production and supply
to farmers.

‘I'he Bill also provides for
mandatorily registering all
varieties of seeds,

reconstitute the Central
Seed Committes that will
be responsible for s
effective implementation

= Exempts farmess from

not held urgently, says Tikait

VIREMDRA SINGH RANAT
Lucknaw, 22 Nouember

Rakesh Tikair, the head of
nearly pne-year-old farmers’
protest against the three con-
tentious central farm laws,
on Monday warned of inten-
sifying the stir across the
eountry unless all pending
demands were met by the
Union government.

Prime Minisier Narendra
Modi has announced plans o
repeal the three laws, but there
has been no word on the

of
seeds developed by them

w Allows farmers to
sow, oxchange or sell
farm seeds and planting
material without having
ta conform to the

the government to fix their
prices, and authorises the
Centre 1o reconstitute the
Central Seed Committes,
which will be respensible for

Timits

slal clauses of the original
drafi Bill Is that it enables the
C Protection Act of

The Bill exempis farmers
from registering the seeds
they develop if they do not
sell them.,

Also, larmers are allowed
w sow, exchange, or sell
their farm seads and plant-
ing material without having
1o conform tothe prescribed
minimum lmits of germina-
tion, physical purity, and
genetic purity (as required
by registerad seeds].

The draft Bill, according o
some reporis, fixes a penalty
of £5 lakh for sellers of spu-
fous seed or imprisonment of
one year or both, Currently,
the penalty is much less siiff

The registratlon of
“Truthfully Labelled Seeds”
in the draft Bill has been
kept voluntary.

O of the miost controver-
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equally imperant, Tlkait told
Brusiness Standard in Lucknow.
“0n the one hand, the Centre
has announced to repeal farm
laws, they are concurrently in
the precess of introducing 17
other laws, which have a direct
bearing on farmers’ livelihood.
The pgovernment should
immediately initiate a dialogue
1o resolve the stalemare.”

He claimed the Centre had
still potreached out tothe fe

farmers' livelihood"
RAKESH TIKAIT
Farm leader

laws In eamest.

Tikait was addressing a
Kisan Mahapanchayat in the
UP capital under the aegis of
the Sarmyukia Kisan Morcha
[SKM), which has heen spear-
heading the protest, mainly
comprising the farmers af
Punjal, Haryana, and westermn
L', at the Delhl borders since
Novernber last year,

“The Kisan Mahapa-
nchayat has been organised o
mobilisesupporn for our move-
ment. The agitation will inten-

through talks and by accepting
our demands,” he said.

Tikalt also saidl the Unlon
government was conspiring to
divide the farmers on commu-
nal and community lines to
weaken their unity. "Merely an
apology by the PM will not
benefil the farmers, bula guar-
anteed minimum suppert
price (MSP) mechanism will,”

While serving as the Gujaral
chief minister in 2011, Modi
had presided over a national

ieed

financial it

Teaders after the PM in his tel-
evised add 1 |

1986 10 deal with all com-
plaints related 1o 1
tive seeds.
Several farmer groups have
complained that the

Consumer Protection Act is
not abways the right platform
on which a farmer can get
justiee for such seeds and
the process is unusually long
and curmbersome,

The Indian seeds indusiry
is governed by a chatch of lawes
including the Seeds Act (1966),
Seed Rules (1968), Seed
(Control} Order (1983), New
Policy on Seed Development
(19%8), Plants, Fruits & Seeds
(Regulation of lmport into
Tndia) Creer (1988) and, the
most important of them all,
the Prowecton of Flam
Varieties and Farmers' Right
Act (2001},

sifyy in the days 1o come unless
the Centre takes the initiative
toresobve the contentious issue

the Manmeohan Singh govern-
ment o give its recommenda-
tion over MSF, Tikaft said.

SC panel member to take call on
report after legal consultations

Anil T Ghanwat, part of the

sullation with stakeholders,

Court-appointed committee
on farm laws on Monday said
he will decide on whether to
release the panel's report
after analysing the legal con-
sequences and claimed that
the twa other members have
given him the freedom to
take & call.

The panel, after studying
the three farm laws and con-

itsreporttothe
apex court on March 19,

Since then, the report has
net been made public despite
Ghanwat having requested
the Chief Justice of India ina
lettzr dated Seprember 1 to
releasa the report in the pub-
lic domain saying its "recom-
mendations will pave the way
Lo resolve the ongoing
farmers’ agltation.”

Ghanwat, President of
Shetkari Sanghatan, said the
commities met on Monday
against the backdrop of the
government deciding to repeal
the three farm laws. “We dis-
cussed in detall whether to
mike the report public or not.
The cther two members gave
me the freedom to take a call
anthis ssue Twill decideafier
analysing the legal con-
sequences, if any,” he saild. M
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Indian agriculture needs a Verghese Kurien

Amuls success does not seem to have become a catalyst for similar movements across other agricultural commodities

C. SAHAT CHANDRAN

any wish for legendary
“Mill. Man of India®
Verghese Kurien's pre-

sence in our midst today as the
conflict between the Central go-
vernment and the farming com-
munity on the issue of the farm
Taws appears to be still unresolved.
November 26, 2021 was also Ku-
rien's 100th birth anniversary. Ku-
rien's deep understanding of In-
dian farming and the trust he
earned from the farming com-
munity could have helped w find a
possible solution 1o the current
crisis, His widely cited observa-
tiam, that “India’s place in the sun
will come from the partmership
between the wisdom of its rural
people and the skill of its profes-
sionals”, captures the essence of
his life and mission.

There was a time when Kurien
seemed to be an improbable archi-
teet of a rural revolution that
would eventually transform the
lives of millions of farmers in Guja-
rat. There were many who saw
him as an outsider to that world.

Scientists pi

He hailed from distant Kerala, be-
longed to an upper middle-class
Christian family, and was educat-
ed in a western university in a sub-
ject like metallingy which is far re-
moved from agriculture.

Only as a cooperative model
Yet, quietly and with selfconfi-
dence, Rurien won the farmers ov-
er with his professional integrity
and his vision of a central role for
farmers in [ndia’s journey of deve-
lopment. It is on that foundation
that Kurien went on o design his
idea of Amul as a co-operative,
turned it over the years into a glo-
bal brand, and later launched the
White Revolution that would make
lndia the largest milk producing
nation in the world. It was all a
well-knit plan.

Central to Kurien's vision was
the co-operative model of busi-
ness development. He decided
that Amul would grow and esta-
blish its identity neither as a public
sector undertaking nor as a priv-
ate corporite entity. The co-opera-
tive model, he felt, was in the best

interests of Gujarat's milk
producers.
Kurien had a deep distrust of In-

dia’s buregucracy, He saw it as a
leftover of the eolonial mindset
and the product of a western lifes-
tvle. Equally; he had reservations
about the social ohjectives of the

:
a
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tch for use of

private sector. Much of the corpo-
rate sector, he felt, was led more
by a profit motive than by public
good. Kurien's fascination for the
co-operative model was also in-
fluenced by Gandhian thinking on
poverty alleviation and social
transformation. He viewed co-op-
eratives as the closest embodi-
ment of Mahatma Gandhi's power-
ful insight that “what the world
needs is not mass production, but
production by the masses”.

Charting a path and questions
Notwithstanding his reservations,
it must be said to Kurien’s credit
that he saw a great deal - that he
could borrow from the ideas and
the practices of the corporate
world. In areas such as innova-
tions in marketing and manage-
ment, branding and technology,
the private sector excels and sets
benchmarks for businesses across

i, e

digital intelligence in farming
International scientists deliver keynote addresses
during the plenary session at PJTSAU

Esa BIN AnbuUL REHMAN

RAJENDRANAGAR

STRESSING that the digital intelligence in
farming was the need of the hour, Prof Raj
Khosla of Kansas State University, USA said
that the public-private partnership was es-
sential for digital agriculture and using the
GPS technology, all farm operations could
be digitised as precision input usage would
enhance farm productivity.

Delivering a lecture on ‘Future of Farm-
ing: Big data, Analytics and Precision Agri-
culture’ during the plenary session at Prof
Jayashankar Telangana State Agriculture
University (PJTSAU) on Thursday, Prof
Khosla emphasised the need of artificial in-
telligence enabled digital tools for boosting
farm income and productivity.

Dr Bruno Gerrad and Ben Guerir from
Morocco delivered lectures on ‘Conserva-
tion Agriculture - a global perspective. They
said that converting conventional agricul-
ture into conservation agriculture helps in
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conserving natural resources that help com-
bat climate-related crop losses. Besides, de-
veloping suitable farm machines for small
and marginal farm holdings can greatly in-
fluence the adoption of conservation agri-
culture, They opined that Axial flow pumps
should be used to conserve moisture during
drought stress periods.

Dr Simon Cook of Future Food Institute,
Murdoch University, Australia while deliv-
ering a keynote on ‘Digital Agriculture for
Smart Agriculture, has highlighted the im-
portance of digitalisation in agriculture to
make precise application of input for mar-
ginal and small farmers.

“In recent decades, usage of digital sys-
tems in India is picking up pace. Digital-
agritech supports greater changes in agri-
cultural production, capital gains, consumer
and governance point of view;” he asserted.

Meanwhile, the third day plenary saw
four keynote addresses by national and in-
ternational scientists, 15 lead papers, 15 oral
and 17 rapid presentations.

the world to follow and adopt.

At the same time, Amul was
steadily emerging as a laboratory,
developing significant innovations
and evolving technologies of its
own, and these have strengthened
its competitive power against mul-
tinational corporations. s biggest
success came when under the lea-
dership of H.M. Dalaya, a distin-
guished dairy engineer, Amul
achieved a breakthrough in con-
verting buffalo milk into skim milk
powder and condensed millk. It
was one single innovation that
gave Amul a distinet competitive
advantage  and  profoundly
changed the lives of milk produc-
ers in Gujarar and beyond,

Two questions are central to
evaluating Verghese Kurien's lega-
ey and his contributions to India’s
growth story.

Ome, how has Amul performed
in the years after its iconic founder
left the world in 20122

Second, how far has the cooper-
ative movement in general met its
professed objective of an econom-
fe transformation at the pgrass-
roots level.

Armul has grown steadily on the
strong foundation lald by its vi-
sionary leader, diversifying its pro-
duct range and adding new ones,
Amul continues to remain one of
India’s best-known food brands
and is an inspiration to other dairy

cooperatives such as Nandini in
Karnataka, Aavin in Tamil Nadu
and Verka in Punjab.

Focus on digital revolution
Sadly, Amul's sucress has not been
the catalyst for similar movements
across other agriculbural commod-
ities in India. For millions of farm-
ers, life is still a struggle for surviv-
al.

India’s digital revolution has by-
passed the agriculture sector. [n-
dia talks about smart cities, not
smiart villages, nor even liveable
villages. Farmers' snicides are not
uncomimon, weighing heavily on
the nation’s conscience,

The cooperative movement in
India is in a state of Oux. It has sul-
fered due to lack of professional
Inanagement, adequa{e finance
and poor adoption of technology.

In the meantime, the pandemic
has deepened the urban-rural di-
vide. While the corporate sector is
reaping billions on the crest of a
stock marker boom, incomes are
drying in rural India and the na-
tion seems to be facing a grave hu-
man tragedy. This is truly a mo-
ment to reflect on Verghese
Kurien’s remarkable legacy and
the unfinished task he has left
behind,

C. Sarat Chandvan is Senior Fellow,
Landoe Schoo! of Economics

['SSAI seeks views
on GM food norms

New DELHI

FOOD safety regulator FSSAL has
sought public comments on draft
regulation on manufacture, stor-
age, distribution, sale and import
ofany food or food ingredient de-
rived from genetically modified
organisms (GMOs). All food
products having individual genet-
ically engineered ingredients one
per cent or more should be la-
belled as "Contains
GMO/ingredients
derived from GMO."

The regulation ap-
plies to GMOs or ge-
netically engineered
organisms (GEOs) or
living modified or-
ganisms (LMOs) in-
tended for direct use
as food or for pro-
cessing, It also applies
to processed food
containing genetically modified
ingredients produced from but not
containing LMOs or GEOs or
GMOs. As per the draft notifica-
tion, prior approval of FSSAT is re-
quired for manufacture, storage,
distribution, sale and impaort of
any food or food ingredient de-
rived from GMOs. The approval
of FSSAT is mandatory even after
taking prior approval from the
biotech regulator Genetic Engi-
neering Appraisal Committee
(GEAC) under the Environment
Ministry. FSSAI may either grant
approval or reject the application
on the basis of the safety assess-
ment of the article of food and
food ingredient of processing aid.
After receiving the FS5A1 ap-
proval, food business operators are

required toapply for license as per
the procedure specified in the
Food Safety and Standards (Li-
censing and Registration of Food
Businesses) Regulations, 2011,
Post approval, the FSSAI said if a
food business operator has reason
to believe that the GMOs or GEOs
pose any risk to health, he should
immediately “suspend” the manu-
facture, import, sale or distribution
of such food items and take steps

e u ' S-LSNTET o7 B
to recall the same. Once a GMOs
or GEOs or LMOs having 'unigue
identification code’ (provided by
the Biosafety Clearing House, Or-
ganisation for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development, etc) is ap-
proved by FSSAL, the approval for
the same will not be required for
any other fond business operatar,
the draft notification said, Ap-
proval will also not be required if
it is used as an ingredient in any
product, it added. Further, FSSAI
said any food laboratory having a
designated GM food testing area
may be designated for GM foods
testing, FSSAL has given 60 days
time from the date of issue of the
draft notification dated November
15 for any objections or sugges-
tions from the public.
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What meetmg MSP demand would cost govt
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Bayer conducts drone
trials for farm operations

OUR BUREAU
Hyderabad, Novermnber 23
Bayer, a life sciences company
focusing on healthcare and
agriculture, has deployed
drones for the first time to
carry out agricultural opera-
tions. The demo was held at
its  multi-crop  breeding
centre in Chandipa near here.
Bayer has partnered with
drone start-up General Aero-
nautics to conduct several in-
house and external research
and development trials with
universities and central re-
search institutions to gener-
ate data and make drone-
based services available to
farmers.

Tapping the technology

“Based on the initial achieve-
ments of drone farming,
growers may be able to ex-
plore the technology’s capab-
ilities in aiding paddy, corn,
sugarcane, wheat, vegetables,
fruits and plantation crops,” a
Bayer statement has said. Be-
sides addressing labour short-

Bayer is in pact with start-up
General Aeronautics for R&D

age and low yield, they can
also help in targeted applica-
tions of insect, weed and dis-
ease-control products. This
ensures correct dosage and
also limits the risk of acci-
dental exposure to chemicals,
it said.

“Usage of drones in agricul-
ture will revolutionise farm
operations and empower our
farmers especially the small-
holders with information and
applications that will help
them enhance their yields
and income in the long run,”
Union Minister of Agriculture
Narendra Singh Tomar said.
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Move may Hit Sourcing & Expansmn

Plans: Food Processing

Development a setback, will dash industry
hopes of cheaper input costs, say executives

Ratna Bhushan
&Shambhavi Anand

New Delhi: The withdrawal of
farm laws could impact sourcing
and expansion plans and dash in-
dustry’'s hopes of cheaper input
costs, sald executives belonging to
food processing companies, while
describing Friday’'s development
as asetback.

“The farm laws were good for
small and big farmers, and would
have definitely been good for com-
panies like ours, but unfortunate-
1y, they could never get implemen-
ted in full measure," said Angshu

Mallick, chief executive officer
and managing director of one of
the country's largest packaged
and branded edible oll players
Adani Wilmar. “Indian farm laws
need changes; with a changing
global scenario, it 1s very impor-
tant torelook at the ancient laws,”
Mallick added. Adani Wilmar
sells edible oils, rice and pulses
under the Fortune brand.

The Indlan processed foods mar-
Ket 1sestimated atovere2.61akh cro-

re, and large companies were dra-

wing up fresh plans to benefit from
sourcing directly from farmers.

“WouldhavebeenaWin-win Situation'» 5

WHAT INDUSTRY SAYS

Farmers would

Would have reduced wastage,

helped Inremoving havereceived led o Improved productivity,
middiemen from better pricefor | higherreturns, creation of
supply chain produce post-harvest Infrasructure

India, US to talk Trade Forum Revival, IPR

Market access for agricultural goods also on talks agenda during USTR Tai's visit ahead of WTO meet

Kirtika.Suneja
@timesgroup.com

Fresh Forum

$51.6 billion while imports we-
re$28.8billion.
The commerce and industry

New Delhi: India and the US
arellkely torevive the Trade Po-
licy Forum, discuss issues rela-
ted to Intellectual property
rights (IPR) and market access
for agricultural goods such as
cherries, pomegranates and pe-
cans this week during United
States Trade Representative
Katherine Tal's visit.

Tal's two-day visit, starting

clal ministerial conference of
the World Trade Organization
(WTO) next week.

“Some long standing bilateral
agricultural issues ecould be

l:ﬂ.ll:lal a

Inala wants TRIPS walver In
WTO meet outcome, US has

partially supported
Monday, comes ahead of A cTu-  S——

Agrl concessions -
wants duty cuts on

Katnerine _
Tal's visit () pmwdnms.m

Wants Ingia 1o Import

i lcrmles.auarranay

lﬂammm

Or grapes,
aras, bovine meat

Easler norms 1o export
mangoes, pomegranates

discussed.” sald an officlal
“Our wish list Includes market
aceess for table grapes and po-
megranate arils while the US

wants duty cuts on certaln pro-
ducts such as pecans, walnuts
andalmonds.” Indla’s goods ex-
ports to the US In FY21 were

ministry has already sought
comments and suggestons
from industry on their con-
cernsanddifficultiessuchasf-
ling, registration, enforcement
or commerclalisation of IP
rights in the US, which can be
taken up In the forum.

As per another source, Tal
will meet commerce and In-
dustry minister Piyush Goyal
and some other senfor mini-
sters during her visit, the first
as US’ chief trade negotiator.

Earller this month, Tal and
Goyal met virtually, wherein
they agreed to take a compre-
hensive look at ways to expand

trade relationship, ensure suc-
cess of the Trade Policy Forum
and find meaningful outcomes
a} the ministerial,

n agriculture, the US wants
Indiatoallow importof certain
American pro-

ducts such as

Both sides cherrles, alfal-
naveadecicrea fa hay and
tohold the pork. It also
TradePolicy  wants Indla to
FOrum afer accept the dal-
four years ryexportcertl-
ficate agreed

upon in 2020. In return, India is
hopeful of simplified procedu-
res for export of 1ts mangoes,
grapes and pomegranate artls,

and market access for bovine
meat.

Sri Lanka revokes ban on fertilizers

Govt. ends restrictions on all agrochemicals, including herbicides and pesticides

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka abandoned its
quest to become the world’s
first completely organic
farming nation on Sunday,
announcing it would imme-
diately lift an import ban on
pesticides and other agricul-
tural inputs.

The island country has
been in the grips of a severe
economic crisis, with a lack
of foreign exchange trigger-
ing shortages of food, crude
oil and other essential
goods.

Authorities had already
walked back restrictions on
fertilizer imports last month
for tea, the country’s main
export earner.

But ahead of planned
farmer protests in the capi-
tal, Sri Lanka's Agricultural
Ministry said it would end a
broader ban on all agro-
chemicals, including herbi-

ACFI NEWSLETTER

Damage control: President Gotabaya Rajapaksa had said that
he wanted to make Sri Lankan farming 100% organic. =ase

cides and pesticides. “We
will now allow chemical in-
puts that are urgently need-
ed,” Ministry secretary Udith
Jayasinghe told the private
News First TV network.

Food security
“Considering the need to en-
sure food security, we have
taken this decision,” he
added.

Vast tracts of farmland
were abandoned after the
import ban, first introduced
in May. Shortages have wor-
sened in the past week, with
prices for rice, vegetables
and other market staples
having doubled across Sri
Lanka.

Supermarkets have also
rationed rice sales, allowing
only five kilograms per cus-

tomer. sFarmers’ organisa-
tions had planned to march
on the national parliament
in Colombo on Friday to de-
mand the import of essential
chemicals to protect their
crops.

President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa had justified the im-
port ban by saying he want-
ed to make Sri Lankan
farming 100% organic.

The policy was intro-
duced after a massive hit to
the cash-strapped island's
economy in the wake of CO-
VID-19, with tourism earn-
ings and foreign worker re-
mittances drastically falling.

Authorities attempted to
save foreign exchange by last
year banning a host of im-
ported goods, including
some food and spices.

Sri Lanka also shut its only
oil refinery last month after
running out of dollars to im-
port crude.
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DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using the information of a general nature and
is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular
individual or entity. The report has been prepared from various
public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is
selective and subject to upgradation, revision and amendment.
While the information provided herein is believed to be accurate and
reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the
accuracy of completeness of such information and data available in
the public domain.
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