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Agriculture & allied sectors grew 3.9% in 2021-22

OUR BUREAU
Mumbai

Agriculture continues to be a silver lin-
ing during the pandemic affected econ-
omy. Agriculture and the allied sector
registered a growth of 3.6 per cent in
2020-21 and improved to 3.9 per cent in
2021-22, driving the overall Indian econ-
omy's real GDP expansion of 9.2 per
cent in 2021-22.

Further, the Survey said that greater
participation of the corporate sector
can boost investments and growth in

- g

agriculture.

The government has implemented
Minimum Support Price policy to pro-
mote crop diversification. Net receipts
from crop production rose by 22.6% in

the latest Situation Assessment Survey
compared to the SAS report of 2014.

Allied sectors including animal hus-
bandry, dairy and fisheries are steadily
emerging to be high growth sectors and
major drivers of overall growth in the
agriculture sector.

According to the Survey, the Live-
stock sector grew at a CAGR of 8.15%
over the last five vears ending 2019-20. It
has been a stable source of income
across groups of agricultural house-
holds accounting for about 15% of their
average monthly income.

Add Al Drones, Marketing Tools to Improve
Yield and Modernise, Modi Urges Farmers

In his webinar on provisions in the budget, PM asks those involved in farm sector to sell natural, organic items and processed food

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Harness scientific inno-
vations lke artificial intelligence 1o
improve yield, aggressively sell do-
mestic natural and organic pro-
duets and processed food, and pro-
mote Indianmillets intheglobalare-
na, Prime Minister Narendra Maodi
has urged farmers.

Continuing with his webinar on pro-
visions in the budget, Modi on Thurs-
day asked farmers and those involved
In agriculture sector to leverage in.
creasing awareness for envirenment
friendly lifestyle and resulting mar-
ket for natural and organic products,
He exhorted the Kisan Vikas Kendras
w0 create awareness for natural far-
ming by adopting a village each for
promotion of natural farming.

Mol underlined that artificial intelli.
gence woutld soom change the trend rela.
ted to agriculture and farming. Increa.
sing use of drones in farming is part of

the change. “Drone technology will ber
available on a scale only when we pro-
mote agri-startups. In the last 34 years,
more than 700 agri startups have been
creatidd (n the country,” he sabd.

The government has been trying to in-
crease the scope of processed food and
ensuring international standardsof qu-
ality, Maodi sabl. “In this regard, along
with the Kisan Sampada Yojana, the
performance-linked incentive scheme
isimportant. The value chaln also pliys
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Dronetechnology will be
avallable ona scaie only
wihenwe promote agri-
startups. in the last 3-4 years, more
than 700 agri startups have been
created in the country

abigrole. Therefore, & special agriculi-
e infrastructure fund of 71 lakh crore
has been created.” Modi said.

Next vear hns heen declared Interna-

\

CREATING INDIAN BRAND
a Modi callsupon
L the corporate

world to brand

and promote Indian mil-

lets, saying next year is

Int'l Year of Millets

thonal Yearof Millets, Modisaid andcil-
lexd wpon the corporate world to brand
and promote Indian millets. He ashed
major Indian missions 1o organise se-
minars and other promotional activiti-
e to popularise the quality and benefits
of Indian millets.

Mol said the bucdget had seven propo-
salstomodernise theagriculture secton
He listed natural farming on mission
mixde within 5 km on both banks of the
Ganges, providing technology 1o faor-

-

mers, Misshon Ofl Palm toreduce edible
ol importand PM Gati-Shakti for trans-
partation of agricultural products as
the messures. Better organisation of
agriwastemanagement and increasing
farmer income through waste ioenergy
solutions, regular banking through
over 1.5 lakh post offiees and change in
agriculture research and education syl-
1abuis to meet demands of modern times
for skill development and human reso-
urce development were the other mea-
sures in the budget, be said.

For management of agri-residue, “so-
me new measares have been taken in
this budget, due to which carbon emis-
shon will be reduced and farmers will al-
so get income,” he said, He sugpested
that ways to use agri-waste for packa-
gingshould befound. Hetouched on the
potential of ethanol blending in fuels.
Blending was 8%, compared to 1-2% in
o, he said, Indin's cooperative sector
is very vilsrant, and farmers should aim
at turning cooperatives into successful
business enterprises, he said
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Agriculture sector needs pvt
funds, crop diversification

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The farm sector
has experienced buoyant
growth in the past two years,
showingresilience intheface
of the Covid-19 shock, the Ec-
onomic Survey said on Mon-
day while strongly pitching
for private corporate invest-
ments in the sector and rec-
ommending the government
to give priority to crop diver-
sification towards oilseeds,
pulses and horticulture by
addressing the core issues of
irrigation, investment, cred-
itand markets.

Underlining how “invest-
ment is critical to the growth
of a sector”, the Survey, ta-
bled in Parliament by FM

FOR SOME GREEN SHOOTS

Nirmala Sitharaman, said,
“Higher access to conces-
sional institutional credit to
farmers and greater partici-
pation of private corporate
sector; whose investment
ratesarecurrently aslowas2
to 3% in agriculture, may

help in improving private in-
vestment in agriculture.”

“Private corporate in-
vestments need to be crowd-
ed inby offeringanappropri-
ate policy framework and in-
crease in public investment
along the entire agricultural
value system,” said the Sur-
vey while noting how the
more or less static invest-
ment is a major roadblock to
growth of thesector.

“The Survey concluded
that future of agriculture
rests on investment and di-
versification. However, both
public and private invest-
ment became static despite
the tall claims made by the
government,” said Sudhir
Panwar, agriculture expert.

Agriculture sees buoyant growth

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 31 JANUARY

Despite Covid-19 pandemic,
the agriculture sector in India

has experienced buoyant AGRICUL‘I‘URE'
growth in the past two years
registering 3.5 per cent and FORESTRY

3.9 per cent expansion dur-
ingthe fiscal vears 2020-2021
and 2021-2022, respectively,
revealed the Economic Sur-
vey released here today.
The Survey attributes this
to “good monsoon, various
government measures to
enhance credit availability,
improve investments, create
market facility, promote infra-
structure development and
increased provision of qual-

y

& FISHERIES

Growth Rate of GVA at Basic Prices in per cent

4.3
x B

2
el

ter than the crop sector dur-
ing this period, which indi-
cates that the future growth
inthe agriculture sector would
come from the allied sec-
tors, which include livestock,
forestry, fishing and aqua-
culture.

The Survey notes that
there is a direct correlation
between capital investments
inagriculture and its growth
rate. The gross capital for-
mation in the agricultural
sector relative to the GVA in
the sector is showing a fluc-
tuating trend in syncwith the
variation in private sector
investments, whereas the
public sector investments
have remained stable at 2-3

ityinputs tothe sector”. Ttalso
observes that livestock and
fisheries have experienced
buoyant growth and have
helped the sector perform
well.

The share of the agricul-
ture and allied sector in total
gross value addition (GVA) of
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the economy has settled at
around 18 percentin thelong
term. “In the year 2021-22 it
is 18.8 per cent and in the year

2020-21 itwas 20.2 per cent,”

the Survey stated.
Interestingly the allied

sectors have performed bet-

per cent over the years.

to institutional credit by farm-
ers and greater participation
of the private corporate sec-
tor might improve private
sector investment in agri-
culture.
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Commodity prices toimpact fertiliser subsidy targetsin FY

ARUP ROVCHOUDHURY &
SAMIEEB MUKHERIEE
Hew Delil, T Febousry

A5 Russin's imvasion of Lkmine
keeps global commeodity markets
o tenterhooks, at least ons allo-

cation in e Fy23 Budget is lkely

1o b exocedad, the govemiment
Inas assessed, even befores 2022.23
s begui.

The FY23 fentiliser subsidy
allocation of TLOS trilllon is ook
g [rsuificient owing 1oa contin:
iz spike in uren mbes ankd the
expectation thatother key mw
materiabs ke phos phate am
ammonia might furher come
uricher pressure due rising onde
will and yas prices.

"y fertiliser subsidy will go

November 2021 by almest 40 per
centwhile DAF (di-ammonium

7 Rop govermiment of licial
salil.

The Budget Estimane for the:
Py 2 fertiliser sulsidy is aliost
25 per cemt bess than the Revised
Estimate for 2021-22,

"l the present pocled g mts
of S16fmmibng, the subsicdy
reprrement is projocted 1o be
closz to 2030 twilllon and if the
fates are revised further up, there
could be a greater reguirenment.™a
second offlcial sakd.

While preparing the Budget,
The thinking among gavernment
officiakewas that there could be
SO et on i mtes for
urea, whose prices in the global
markets have softenad ince

Plindustries
launches new

product

BENGALURU, DHNS: Leading
Agro chemicals company PI
Industries launched its new
productto prevent pestsinrice
crop on Thursday.

Known as “DISTRUPTOR”
with latestinnovative technolo-
gy prevent brown planthopper
(BPH) in rice crop, which are
known for their resistance to
commonly used insecticides.
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UKkraine crisis:

phcsphate} s selllg ar around Several market players sald

900 por tonne in the global mar- BL05 trlilion in Y23 was inade-

kets, quante and could Last not mone
-—a— - —

THE FALLOUT

TF1.05 ten fertifizer subsidy BE
forFrz

TL5 trarequirement, allsast
Al eument prices, say offidals
Th,000~5,000crome
subsidy requirement increase for
every 31 hikeinpocled gasrates
¥ Officials say petroleun being
kept out of Russia sanctions will
be helpful

¥ Some inaease in inflation s
expeciad

prooled s ralis becatse gasisa
miagor raw meaterial for vrea, could
jeopardiseall the maths.

Trade sources sald Indian
poobed gas mates coukl goupta
B8 mimbiu. Kough estimales
=l far every 81 ncrease in
pooled gais rates, the sulbsidy
requircinent for urca incocases by
& OO0 5,00 CToneE.

THat airs, there was sone
tallk that Tndin was looking to
mieet fertilisor manufactuners.
from Risssin for i Chee-year-long,
e contrach for DAF and NPE
foompbax fertiligers | Those nage-
thathodes could be pat on hokd as

long as the crisis continues.
than seven monthe. But thespdke Ukrnine also supplies around
| im pelobal rates of LNG, which has 10 porcent of India’s urca peguine-
alrectly affected the Indlan ments. Thai coukibe affected If |
-- - —

Agri commodities prices

plunge globally as supply fears recede

Indian farmers gain as lacal wheat,
maize, soyabean and mustard prices rise

SUBRAMAMIRARMARCOMBY
il Fotwisafy 17

Prices al agriculewral commodit:
o, particularky whaat, matze, soy-
abean and palm ol ifropped siz-
mificantly in the phobal market
kg the weekind, alter having
surged on Febsruary 24 when Rus-
sia ondered its omops  inio
Ukraing.

Thit ratess Of et of Elwese Come
amwchil bl by over [ive ey
cend a5 membars of the North At
Lamgic  Treaty  Organization
(MATOH, bedl Ry the US, amd other
natio. crifical of Moueow’s ac.
wan have not come up with any
ahecision thar willaffect the move
ment of [oodgrains axh a5
e, wheat and sandlower. Ina
way, Fears over thesuppheol theve
commoditees have receded, said
traders.

Crude ofl impact

Thee i nggof crudeoil prices, par-
thcuabar by Deerschuran k Bren, below
5300 & barrel has aleo helped the
peices 1o gase On Febnoary 24,
when Russii annownced fhat it
wad ondering is troops intn
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Ukraine, poices of whear and
matze soand by over nine per
cent, while rates of palm o in
spat trading skyrocketed above
7 0ek bl aesan gt a torme,

T Fridhy benchmark soys
beany futures. closed nearty four
e cent boveer an $15.96 2 bushel
{444,025 2 somme ) on (e Chicago
Beerd of Trade{CBOT),

Wheat  benchona®k  Tutares
pared 36 per cent of thelr gains
from the previcus day o end at
824953 bushel (T320a nne) on
e CBOT. However, prices coa-
it 10 B At nineser high
- Maize futures shed 522 per cent
oftheirgzains from Febaarny 2400
the CROT fo chodg ar 36547 4
uishel [Ta0450 2 Conel AL one
it of time, soon Alker Russian
President Miadimir Rutin’s an-
nouncement, the commodin
bl bt an eghemonth bigh of
5710 before slipping below 57 2
baishel.

Hio-diesel demand

Pl il spod prices which hac
topped 7.000MYRon Felwuary 24
shpped bowver durings the week-

Pikces alwheatin India topped T2,000 a quintalwith

L}

£ 10 6,7 RIYR.A fonne. Impan:
it b b larsanik My Fatuges.
dropped below 6,000 MTR 1o
5984 MYR. March comtracts of
camoda 3 varkety of rpesewd, shid
Ry v Frve per cent to SLO0&10.2
ronge o e ntercontinental b
change duringthe wiekend.
Falm ol and cancla paices
somred foriworeasons. One, fears
gripped the madket that suppliey
ol wunfbower oil fromUkraime the
primary smpples, might be af
fected. Two, both these oilsane d i
werted fior the production of bic-
il whisnever onide oil prices
Airgetoanound S0 barmel
Wheat and muize prices. iy
skyrockened on fears thar ther
Ay from Rissia and Ukraine,
batly magor expoaters in the
dobal market, coudd beaffected.

713 onnes

Beenpricesol barkey junpedas
Paviia {496 mbBon tonmes o8 mi )
amd Ulkraimee {504 mt) make up
o A per cent of supply in the
ol market. In the case of sun-
Iorweer oll, Ukraire {6.86 mi) and
Russia | 3.2) abnwost make ug the
entire ghobal supply of 124 mu
Againhbnscow (1726 mijandKyiv
(BR05 M) COnTrliate over 25 per
centol exporsin the workdwheat
market. As regards maize, both
thiese i tores{ Rurssia 228 miand
Ukralne 27.95 mi) huvebeen ship-
pEngour nexrhy 10 per cent of the
0554 mit ghobal exporrs.

India, an export source

The rise in The pracesod These com:
moclities Tas benefitted Encian
Tarmers o so meewiend, This sbe
canseIndliaisseenasa sourceihat

Py fadaes i &e!

can mweet short-tenn peeds and
can supply insmallquanticies for
suchiminsediate requirements. [n
particular, it can rwet the nends
of nations in South Asia, Soulle
Eant Asia and Wt Asia besides
Adrica.

Oaher advantymes that New
Diethi enfoys are price competi-
iveness and ample siocks i the
couniry boossed by recond pro-
dutionof these grains.

Oflseecs prices toomove up
O thee obver harnd, offveeds prices
T ko gained sipce impornsof
oils such s palm, soyabean and
sunfhower oould mow bea costly
progesition.
Tveimpactol the Lkraine crisis
om the glebal market redleceed in
the domwestic agricubiural s
kers o0, Prices of wiiiar 1opped
1000 a quintal with Madhya
Pradesh  accounting. lor  the
highest arrival of 63,711 tonmes
[ast sk Madve prices. ase ring
near E1,900 & uiniad with Mk
Frva Prachesty again aocou n i g for
st o the arevals {15,043 ) Sy
bean prices ane rubing frmly

varions  agriculiur,
wehribie massgand rabes ane abo fm
armand thes bevels
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India seeks urea trade
with Iran in rupees

Global supply disruptions spur move

REUTERS
NEW DELHI

India plans to pay in rupees
for its first long-term urea
import deal with Iran to
hedge itself from global sup-
ply disruptions, higher pric-
es and forex wvolatilities,
sources familiar with the
matter said, complicated by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

India halted urea imports
from Iran in 2019 under
pressure from tough U.S.
sanctions on Tehran and go-
vernment data show that
Asia’s third-largest economy
turned to countries such as
China, Ukraine and Russia
to meet its demand for the
crop nutrient.

Last year, some Indian
States faced shortages of
urea after “abrupt” export
restrictions by China amid

O ‘Abrupt’ export
curbs by China had
caused a shortage
of urea last year

high global prices, one of
the sources said.

Iran was India’s third-big-
gest source of urea in FY19,
supplying about 17% of New
Delhi’s close to 7.5 million
tonnes of urea imports.

India is looking at exped-
iting a deal with Iran after
indications that negotia-
tions between Iran and the
U.S. could culminate in a
new pact to lift sanctions.

The plan was to pay in ru-
pees with the involvement
of local banks to import an-
nually 1.5 million tonnes of
urea from Iran, said another
source. The pricing had yet
to be decided, sources said.

Govt agencies to procure record
444 MT of wheat in upcoming rabi

SANDIP DAS
MNew Delhi, February 25

THE GOVERNMENT OM Frickay
set arecord wheat procurement
targetof44.4 miliontonne(MT)
for the 2022-23 rabi marketing
season starting onApril 1.

The wheat will be procured
by the Food Corporation of India
(FC1) in collaboration with state
government agencies from
farmers in the key producing
states, including Punjab,
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh,
between April and June,

The second advance esti-
mates of foodgrain production
by the ministry of agriculture
hawe pegged wheat production
at 111,32 MT, which implies
that the government agencies
will be purchasing close to 408
of thetotal production.

Imthe 2021-22 marketing
season, the government had
purchased 43.34 MT of wheat
from farmershy paying the min-
imum support price (MSF). This
vear,the government will payan
MSPof ©2,015 perquintal. The
state-wise procurement targets
are 13,2 MTfor Punjab, 129 MT
for Madhya Pradesh, 8.5 MT for
Haryana, 6 MT for Uttar Pradesh
and 1 MTfor Bihar.

Sudhanshu Pandey, secre-
tary, department of food and
public distribution, recently
chaired ameatingof food secre-
tariesand FCTofficialstodiscuss
arrangements for wheat and
rabi paddy procurement.

The government has

Wheat procurement by FCl/agencies

i "
tmillion tonnel _—_— 4334 LG
1 1 I I I
201819 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
Sowurce: Department of Food, ‘tm}?‘!

Rabi marketing season [Apei-lune)

decided to procure 4.29 MT of
rice{rabi) fromsevenproducing
states, Rice is mostly grown in
the kharif season, Promotion of
coarse grains, implementation
of minimumthreshold parame-
ters for online procurement
CIPL‘l'a.tIDTIS supplyof jute bags
and material storage
space improvingefficdencyand
transparency in procunement
aperations, and online setthe-
ment of food subsidy claims
werealsodiscussed in the meet-
ing,acconding toa statement.
FClisthe centralagencythat
manages procurement, storage
and transportation of rice and
whieat to states for distribution,
mainly for the NFSA and other
welfare schemes. More than
800 million people get 5 kg of
highlysubsidised foodgrain per
head, per month under the
MNFSA.This includes around 2.5
crore Antyodaya Anna Yojana

households, which constitute
the poorest of the poor. Theyare
entitled to 35 kg per household
per month at subsidised prices.
The economic cost of food-
In procurernent by FCI,
which include expenses such as
MSP payment to farmers, pro-
curement, acquisition and dis-
tribution costs for rice and
wheat, was ¥3,597.17 and
%2,499.69 per quintal, respec-
tively,in 2021-22. The govern-
mentdistributes riceandwheat
to beneficiaries under MFSA at
T3 and T2 perkg, respectively.
The Union Budget for FY23
has provided 22.06 lakh crore
for food subsidy allocation, 28%
lower than the revised estimate
of 22,86 lakh crore in 2021-22.
The lower provision is because
ofadditionalexpenses incurred
inimplementing the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana till March 31,2022,

Govt eyes merging online agri trade platforms

Move will lead to better price discovery
for farmers while selling their produce

PRABHUDUTTA MISHRA

Narw Dl Fiebruary 25

The Centre will soon integrate
six online portals with the elec-
tronic  Narional  Agriculture
Market (eNAM), a move seen
not only as boosting trading
volume but also providing bet-
ter price discovery for farmers
in selling their produce. This
follows the success of e-NAM
nationally.

Also, this may help remove
oneof the major bottlenecks in
online trading - the quality
guarantee of the produce -
after roping in assaying and
certification agencies.

Total transactions over e
NAM were T42,163 crore during
AprilJanuary  this  fiscal
against T31,366 crore for theen-
tire 2020-21 fiscal. This fiscal's
transactions are a record high
since its launch in 2016.

‘Neverwanted monopoly’

“We never wanted a monopoly
for e-NAM. Our aim is better
price discovery for farmers and
by leveraging the expertise of
others, it will be a winwin for
both buyer and seller in the in-
tegrated  platform,”  said

Meelkamal Darbari, managing
director of Small Farmers’ Agri-
Business Consortium (SFAC).

The newinitiative will also be
offering services of transporta-
tion, warehousing, quality as-
saying, storage, fintech and
agri-advisory for which over 15
firms have expressed theirwill-
ingness to join, Darbari said,
“This will enable farmers,
farmer producer organisations
(FPOs), traders, and other stake-
halders to access a larger mar-
ket ecosystem through a single
window,” shesaid.

The mumber of platforms
will continuously  increase
when the expression of interest
(EOL) will be made open,
sources said,

More choices

The new initiative will enable
the integration of other public
and private trading and service
providing platforms of the en-
tire agriculture  ecosystem
through APls. Post this integra-
tion, farmers and FPOs of e
NAM and other platforms will
beable toupload their produce
to more buyers across the
portals for selling the crops.

o:urrentlyI e-NAM connects 1,000 mandis across the country
whereas the online platforms developed in the private sector are
maostly limited to specific geography or commaodities

This will provide more choices
tofarmersand help better price
negotiation for their produce,
she said.

SFAC, a society under the
Union Agriculture Ministry,
tasked to work for increasing
the incomes of small and mar-
ginal farmersthrough aggrega-
tion and development of agri
business. Besides e-NAM, it is
also the main implementing
agency for creation of 10,000
addirional FPOs.

Currently, eNAM has cor
nected 1,000 mandis across the
country whereas the online
platforms developed in the

private sector are mostly lim-
ited to specific geography or
commaodities. Besides, eNAM
platforms are also operational
ar FPOs premises in certain
States which allow them. Even
if  mansactions are done
through e-NAM, mandi feesare
payable as per local rules in
each State. While some States
such as Rajasthan follow uni-
form fees across all mandis, -
thoughcharges vary fromcom-
modity to commodity - some
others like Gujarat have al-
lowed APMC to decide the mar-
ket fees.

“Depending on the success

of the new initiative, the next
step will be ro convince States
o exempt the mandi fees for
the transaction done through
the electronic platform,” a
source said. The government,
either Centre or State, may also
think ol bearing the opera-
tional costs il farmers get the
benefi, the source said.

Private expertise

Until now, about 172 crore
farmers, 2 lakh traders and 1|
lakh commission agents have
been registered on the e-NAM
platform, Though the base of
the private entities which will
join the new initiative is very
low compared to eNAM, Dar
bari said, they (private sector)
may have some other expertise
which e-NAM farmers will get
the benefits  after  the
integration.

“As technology infusion in
agriculture grows with adop-
tion of artificial intelligence
(Al) and other tools, there
would be definitely changes
coming in the conventional
way of trading. However, a ma-
jor rask that is yer to be accom-
plished is to bring reforms at
State levels so that inter-mandi
and inter-state transactions go
up,” said Darbari.
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Growing ‘seawater’ rice

Chinese scientists have developed salt-tolerant strains of rice in a bid to ensure food semﬁty
as sea levels rise from climate change

JINGHAI DISTRICT IN northern Chinais
hardly a rice-growing paradise. Located
along the coast of the Bohai Sea, over half
of the region’s land is made of salty, alka-
line soil where cropscan’t survive. Yet, last
autumn, Jinghai produced 100 hectares
of rice. The secret tothe bountiful harvest
isnew salt-tolerant rice strains developed
by Chinese scientistsin the hope of ensur-
ing food security that's been threatened
by rising sea levels, increasing grain
demand and supply chain disruptions.

Known as “seawater rice” because it’s
grownin salty soil nearthe sea, the strains
were created by over-expressing a gene
from selected wild rice that's more resis-
tant tosalineand alkali. Test fields in Tian-
jin—the municipality that encompasses
Jinghai—recorded a yield of 4.6 metric
tons per acre last year, higher than the
national average for production of stan-
dard rice varieties.

The breakthrough comes as China
searches forways to secure domestic food
and energy supplies as global warming
and geopolitical tensions make imports
less reliable. The nation has one-fifth of
the world’s population, and that many
mouthstofeed,withlessthan 10%ofthe
Earth'sarable land. Meanwhile, grain con-
sumption is rising quickly as the country
grows morewealthy.

“Seeds are the ‘chips' of agriculture,”
said Wan Jili, a manager at Qingdao
Saline-Alkali Tolerant Rice Research and
Development Center, drawing a parallel
between the crucial role semiconductors
playinthe development of newtechnolo-
gies and their role in the ongoing trade
warbetween the US and China. Seawater
rice could helpimprove China's grain pro-
ductionin the face of an“extremely com-
plicated situation regarding climate
changeand global food security,"she said.

China hasbeen studying salt-tolerant
rice since atleast the 1950s, But the term

“seawaterrice” onlystarted togain main-
stream attention in recent years after the
late Yuan Longping,ence the nation’stop
agricultural scientist, began researching
theideain 2012,

Yuan, known as the “father of hybrid
rice," is considered a national hero for
boosting grain harvests and saving mil-
lions from hunger thanks to his work on
high-yielding hybrid rice varieties in the
1970s.In 2016, he selected six locations
across the countrywith different soil con-
ditions thatwere turned intotesting fields
for salt-tolerant rice, The following year,
China established the research centre in
Qingdaowhere Wan worls. The institute's
goal is to harvest 30 million tons of rice
using 6.7 million hectares of barren land.

“We could feed 80 million more
people” with salt-tolerant rice, Yuan
said in a documentary broadcast in
2020."Agricultural researchers like us
should shoulder the responsibility to
safeguard food security,” he told a local

newspaperin 2018.

Climate change has made the task
more urgent. China’s coastal waters have
risen faster than the global average over
the last 40 years, a worrying trend given
thecountry’sdeepreliance onitslongand
low eastern coast for grain production.
Successfully growing salt-tolerant riceon
a large scale would allow the country to
utilise moreof the increasingly salty land
inthearea,

According tothe Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, sea levels
around the world could rise as much as
59 centimetres by the end of the cen-
tury if the planet warms by 2 degrees
Celsius. Oceans surrounding the US will
swell faster within the next three
decades than they did in the past cen-
tury,according to a report this week led
by the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

President Xi Jinping has stressed in
several recent meetings with top gov-

ernment officials that ensuring the sup-
plyof primary goods is a“major strategic
issue” given climate and geopolitical
pressures.“The food of the Chinese peo-
ple must be made by and remain in the
hands of the Chinese,” he said at a gath-
ering of the Politburo Standing Com-
mittee meeting in December.

Chinese scientists are betting that
land once dismissed as barren can be
turned into productive grain-producing
plots.About 100 million hectares of land
in the country, about the size of Egypt, is
high in saline and alkaline. Meanwhile
arable land has decreased 6% from 2009
to 2019 because of urbanization, pollu-
tionand overuse of fertilisers,

Tomake use of saltysoil, farmers tra-
ditionally dilute their fields with large
amounts of fresh water. Theapproach is
still commonly used in some coastal
regions. But the method requires vast
amounts of water and often doesn't
improve yields enough to make sense
economically.

“Chinais locking at another method
now, to develop grain varieties that can
withstand the soil’s saltiness,"said Zhang
Zhaoxin, a researcher with China's agri-
cultural ministry. While seawaterrice has
mostly been planted on trial fields so far,
Zhang said he believes commerdial culti-
vationwill soon take off with the govern-
ment’s support.

Theresearch team in Qingdao said last
Octoberthat it can meet the goal of grow-
ing 6.7 million hectares of seawater rice
within ten years. In 2021, the group was
put inchargeof 400,000 hectares of land
toexpand production of seawaterrice.

*If China canbe moreself-sufficientin
staple foods, it would be a contributionto
theworld's food securitytoo;said Zhang.
“The less China imports, the more other
countries will have.

—Bloomberg

Crystal Crop introduces herbicide for

sugarcane; aims 15% share of market

Agro chemicals firm Crystal Crop Protection Ltd on Wednesday
said it has introduced a new herbicide to check weeds in
sugarcane crops and expects up to 8% increase in revenue
from this product in the next few years. Crystal Crop had posted
a turnover of around Rs 2,100 crore during the last fiscal year
and is expecting a single digit growth in the 2021-22 financial
year. The company in a statement said that it has launched
post-emergent herbicide 'HOLA' to protect sugarcane crops.
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Agri products exports zoom in December

Value of shipments highest this fiscal;
Ukraine-Russia stand-off may boost numbers

PRABHUDUTTA MISHRA

Wiw Delhl, February 22

December was the brightest
period for the Agricultural
and Processed Food
Products  Export  Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA) as
exports of the products pro-
moted by it were the
highest in a month this
fiscal. The value of ship-
ments increased to a seven-
month high of 37 per cent
(52.44 billion). With the es-
calation of tension in
Ukraine, if the global com-
modities prices flare up, it
may help APEDA to achieve
its target of $23.7 billion for
the current fiscal.

Exports of APEDA-pro-
moted major  agriculture
and processed products,
broadly divided into 27 cat-
egories, touched 517.47 bil-
lion (¥1,29,782 crore), up by

23.83 per cent over the $14.11
billion registered in the
year-ago period, according
to the latest export data.
However, to achieve the
target, the current volume
of shipments needs to be
maintained during [anuary-
March quarter at previous
quarter level, experts said.

74% export target achieved
“Already 74 per cent of the
target has been achieved in
first three quarters and
growth momentum is likely
to be same in last quarter
(January-March) as well,”
said M Angamuthu, Chair
man of APEDA. There was a
slight slowdown during
July-September, otherwise
target could have been met
before end of this fiscal, he
said. APEDA has developed
product metrics for about

Surging growth (s miion)

2021 2020 %change
April 198227 109434 811
May 1864.69 129687 438
June 184906 143059 293
July 1,73899 1,742.34 02
August 176538 157879 118
September 192836 1,722.00 120
October  2,02087 1,67260 214
November 2,00152 1,604.36 24.8
December 2,439.04° 1,77150 3712

Source: APEDA, *Provisignal

75 products in the top 50
countries and will actively
encourage sustainable
growth in their shipments,
Angamuthu said. “Our en-
deavour is to make India a
reliable food and nutri-
tional security provider,
globally,” he said.

Opportunity for barley
According to official dara,
exports of non-Basmati rice

grew 46 per cent o $4.49
billion (¥33.350 crore), buf
falo meat by 6 per cent to
$2.5 billion (¥18,674 crore)
and wheat 417 per cent to
$1.44 billion (¥10,694 crore),
while Basmati rice dropped
19 per cent to $2.38 billion
(%17,689 crore) during April-
December ol current fiscal.
These four commodities
make up 62 per cent of the
total exports of the APEDA-

promoted products this
year.

“The Ukrainian crisis will
boost wheat, maize and
honey exports from India. It
opens up an opportunity in
barley exports, too. All these
exXport opportunities could
be realised il there is no
supply  chain  impedi-
ments,” said 5
Chandrasekaran, a foreign
trade policy expert. As
global prices of commodit-
ies may flare up amid the
geopalitical tension, it may
help the country to get
higher realisation in global
markets in agri commodit-
ies, he added.

APEDA-promoted
products have nearly 50 per
cent share in the country's
overall agricultural export
of $41.25 billion {in 2020-21),
whereas marine products
are the second most con-
tributor with 14 per cent
share, [ollowed by spices
with 10 per cent share.

Pakistan clocks better growth than India this fiscal

New Delhi unable to meet EU pesticide
norms; lran payment woes too a damper

SUBRAMANI RA MANCOMEU
Chenmal, Febuary 24
While India’s basmati ex-
ports  have dropped by
nearly 19 per cent during the
April-December period  of
the current fiscal, Pakistan's
shipments have increased
by over 285 per cent
between June and December
2021

However, All India Rice Ex-
porters Association (AIREA)
executive director Vinod
Kaul says the pace of the fall
in [ragrant rice exporis
dropped in December 2021.
Exports of the long-grained
rice will be buoyant in the
current quarter.

Pak’s better growth

According  to Agricultural
and Processed Food
Products Export Develop-
ment  Authority (APEDA)

dara, basmati exports dur-
ing April-December 2021 de-
clined to 27.45 lakh tonnes
{It) valued ar §2,382 million
against 3381 It valued at
$2,947 million in the year-
ago period.

Pakistan exported 4.4 It
of basmati during June-
December period of the
2021-22 fscal (Islamabad's
financial year is from June to
May), up 28.58 per cent com-
pared with 2.93 It. Bur trade
analysts and experts point to
the growth that Pakistan has
achieved compared with the
drop registered by India.

Also, Pakistan's share in
the EU rice market increased

to over 25 per cent last year
compared with India’s 16 per

cent. Recent data are point-
erstoIslamabad strengthen-
ing its hold.

“Pakistan sells a lower

ACFI NEWSLETTER

volume of basmati com-
pared to India. Therefore, it
is nowhere compared to In-
dia," said Vijay Kumar Setia,
former AIREA president and
chairman, Chaman Lal Setia
exports. Pakistan exports 5-7
It of basmati annually.

“Our basmati exports will
be close to last fiscal's level of
46.30 It. Last fiscal, despite
Covid, we ex-
ported
higher than
the 4454 It |
achieved dur-
ing 2019-20,”
Kaul said.

However,
the value of
exports
dropped last
fiscal to $4.01 billion against
$4.37 billien the previous
vear. Kaul and analysts point
to two reasons for the drop
in basmati exports, particu-
larly to the EU. One is that
Pakistan is gaining in the
European Union as it enjoys

an advantage. This is be
cause the EU extends the
general system of prefer-
ence in trade ro it

Humidity concerns

“The other reason is [ndia is
now facing the problem of
pesticide residues in bas-
mati in the EU and West
Asia,” an industry expert,
who did not
p wish to be
=~ identified,
said.

Kaul  said
Pakistan farm-
ers seem o be
using  lesser
pesticide given
the climaric
differences.
“Farmers there also face wa-
ter shortage,” he said.

The expert said India had
lost market substantially in
the European Union mainly
due to tricyclazole residue.
In view of groundwater
levels dropping alarmingly

in Punjab and Haryana,
farmers in those States are
not allowed to sow paddy be-
fore June 1.

As a result, the plant
grows  during  humid
weather, making the crop
susceptible to fungal attack.
This forces farmers to use
the chemical to control the
fungus,

Shipments to West Asia
have also been affected as
countries in that region
have begun to adopt the EU
pesticide residue norms.

The other issue that has af-
fected basmati exports is
lower imports by [ran, “Iran
is facing a huge problem of
inflation. Irs citizens find
basmati rice is costly. As a
result, it has suffered,” said
theexpert.

AIREA's Kaul said Iran had
to cut the purchase of Indian
basmati since the swap un-
der the oil-for-food pro-
graming was no more avail
able.
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India said to eye rupee trade
to offset sanctions on Russia’

‘Disruption in fertilizer supplies from Russia could threaten India’s farm sector’

REUTERS
MUMBAT

India is exploring ways to set
up a rupee payment me-
chanism for trade with Rus-
sia to soften the blow on New
Delhi of Western sanctions
imposed on Russia after its
invasion of Ukraine, govern-
ment and banking sources
said. Indian officials are con-
cerned that vital supplies of
fertilizer from Russia could
be disrupted as sanctions in-
tensify, threatening India’s
vast farm sector.

India has called for an end
to violence in Ukraine but re-
frained from outright con-
demnation of Russia, with
which it has long-standing

Bypass route: India had engaged in rupee trade with Iran after
the latter came under Western sanctions. =VELANKANNIRAJ B

Russia invaded Ukraine by
land, air and sea on Thurs-
day. Russian forces pressed
their advance on Friday and
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy pleaded with
the international communi-

ty to do more, saying sanc-
tions announced so far were
not enough.

India’s plan is to get Rus-
sian banks and companies to
open accounts with a few
state-run banks in India for

trade settlement, a banking
source involved in the dis-
cussions said.

If the conflict escalates
and sanctions intensify, In-
dia would not be able to set-
tle transactions in dollars
and “so an arrangement has
been proposed to setupa ru-
pee account, which is being
considered,” the source said.

Funds in such accounts
act as a guarantee of pay-
ment for trade. Such me-
chanisms are often used hy
countries to shield them-
selves trom the blow of sanc-
tions. India had also used it
with Iran after it came under
Western sanctions for its nu-
clear weapons programme,
the source added.

political and security ties.

Wheat exporters p0|sed for gain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, February 24

THE RUSSIA-UKRAINE CRISIS might give
India an opportunity to export more
wheat in the global markets and domestic
exporters should tap this opportunity,
sources said on Thursday.

India’s central pool stood at 24.2 mil-
lion tonne, twice more than the bufferand
strategic needs, they said.

More than a quarter of the world's
wheat export comes from Russia and
Ukraine.

Russiais the world's largest exporterof
wheat, accounting for more than 18% of
international exports.

In 2019, Russia and Ukraine together
exported more than a quarter (25.4%) of
the world'swheat.

Egypt, Turkey and Bangladesh bought
more than half of Russia's wheat, they said.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

Egyptistheworld'sbiggest importer of
wheat. It spends more than $4 billion
annuallytofeed its population of over 100
million. Russia and Ukraine cover more
than 70% of Egypt's imported wheat
demand.

Turkeyisalsoabigspenderon Russian
and Ukrainian wheat with 749% of its

imports worth $1.6 billion coming from
those two countriesin 2019.

“The crisisin Ukraine may give Indiaan
opportunity to export more wheat, pro-
vided we ship out more,as ourcentral pool
stood at 24.2 million tonne, twice more
than the buffer and strategic needs,” the
sources added.

India's biggest item of import from
Ukraine is animal and vegetable fats
and oils.

“But, the the current situation will not
adversely impact India's trade position as
the share of this commodity out of India's
total imports of this item from across the
world stands at only 10%,” one of the
sources said.

Top-five countries that exported the
highest dollar value worth of wheat
include Russia($7.9 billion),US($6.32 bil-
lion), Canada ($6.3 billion), France ($4.5
billion) and Ukraine ($ 3.6 billion).
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Skymet predicts ‘normal’ monsoon this year

SAMIEEE MUKHERIEE
Hew Delhi, 1 February

The south-west monsoon could
be'normal’ this vear according
w the preliminary signs,
Skymet said on Monday, The
monsoon could finksh around
the mid-way mark of the nor-
il range of 96-104 percent of
the long-perod average (LPA),
the privare weather forecasting
agency said,

LPa for the four-month
south-west monsoon season
that starts from June is
&80 millimetres.

Monsoon has large inter-

annual fluctuations in its ard-
val, intensity, duration, and
withdrawal, It is rather early to
decode all these aspeadts at this
stage. But there are precursors
o get an early glimpse and
gauge its health during the
four-monti-long SEdson,
Skymeet sald [n a statement.

A more comprehensive
analysis of the prospects of the
2022 south-west monsoon will
be released in April.

The negative sea surface
iemperature anomalies in the
equatorial Pacific Ocean are
weakening. And this warming
inclination of the Pacific

-

A normal monscon will help to boost crop output in the country
‘where about 60% of the population is dependent on agriculiure

Ocean, albeit within neutral  fall but chances of a “corrupt’
limits, may not lead 1o an  monsoon are also ruled our,
above-nomeal or excess min-  the agency said.

“After observing back-to-
back La Ning durng 2020 and
2021, the chances of yet another
episode s ruled out, stalistical-
Iv. The sea surface tempera-
tures in the equatorial Pacific
are likely to rise soon and the
probability of continued La
Minawill fall,” sald GP Sharma,
President — Meteorolegy and
Climate Change at Skymet
Wearher.

“However, ENSO predict-
ability decreases during the
upcoming “spring barrier” and
al times leads 10 an unstable
ENSO regime, Early indications
suggest it o be ‘neutral’ bur

leaning close to the negative
threshokl,” he added.

El Nine has had an over-
bearing impact on rains
in the country and &0 per cent
of El Nino years have seen
below-normal rains in the
country, while 60 per cent have
been outright drought years.

The south-west monsoon
that starts from . June and ends
in Seprember is a lifeline for
Indin agricultore and is also
a key determinant for the
broader economy as It pro-
vides over 70 per cent of the
annual precipitation that the
country gets.,

Plant nutritionBill, if hurried, could go
thefarm Actway, fears fertiliserindustry

SANJEER MUKHERIEE
New Delhi, 23 February

The fertiliser industry is of the
view that the draft Integrated
Plant Nutrition Management
Bill, 2022, floated a few weeks
ago, could meet the same fate
as the repealed farm Actsif the
government hurries with the
legislation without proper
debate by all stakeholders,
including farmers and state
gOVernments.

The draft, which has been
put up for public consultation,
seeks 1o regulate the pricing,
maovement, distribution,
import, and storage of fertil-
isers in the country to ensure
their balanced usein the coun-
try. The draft, which seeks to
incorporate several existing
provisions of the Fertiliser
Control Order (FCO) and the
Fertiliser Movement Order into
one piece of legislation, has
raised several questions within
the fertiliser industry.

Currently, the orders are
administered by different
ministries.

While the FCO is adminis-
tered by the Department of
Agriculture, the FMO, which

NIMAR FARMER BREAKING NEW GROUNDS

regulates the movement, dis-
tribution. and allocation of var-
ious chemical fertilisers from
plants and ports to the states
in accordance with the require-
ment assessed by them, falls
within the purview of the

Department of Fertilisers.
“"Keeping parts of the FCO
and FMO under the new Act
even while proposing to repeal
the FCO and FMO would lead
to greater confusion and stifle
A

THE PROBLEM

B The draftseeks to regulate
pridng, movement,
distribution, import, and
storage of fertilisers

B |ndustry expected to object
the draft asthere's a feeling
some definitions need a
rethink

B There's discomfort with the
factthat draftseeksto
regulate traditionally used
fertilisers too

® Parameters for granting
fertiliser subsidies have a
directimpact on plant
nutrition, management, and
soil health

innovation and could bring
back the licence and inspector
raj to the sector,” a senior
inclustry official said.

He said while both the FCO
and FMO were administrative
orders, incorporating some of
their provisions into aseparate
Actand introducing penal pro-
visions into them could create
undue regulation in the indus-
try. Sources said the fertiliser
industry would place its abjec-

tions on the draft Bill in the
highest echelons of power,
The official said the draft
sought to regulate the fertiliser
industry with the objective of
managing plant nutrients. But
is there any reason for the pro-
visions of the Bill to be more
stringent than the prevailing
legal environment for human
nutrition, animal nutrition, or
even seeds, the person asked.
The fertiliser industry feels
—

IN GROWING MEDIC]NAL PLANTS

policies and parameters for
granting fertiliser subsidies
have a direct impact on plant
nutrition, management, and
soil health,

And the current policy of
imbalanced subsidies on
nutrients and products is the
main reason for the imbalance
inthe NPK ratio, therebw affect-
ing soil health. “Instead of a
new law to promote balanced
use of nutrition, the policy of
routing fertiliser subsidies
through the industry needs a
rethink.” the official said.

Among the several provi-
sions of the Act several fertil-
iser industry playvers have
found uncomfortable is that it
seeks to regulate all fertilisers,
including traditionally used
fertilisers such as “amritpani”
and farming practices like
“pachgavya krishi”, This, the
industry feels, could create a
backlash in traditional farming
communities.

sources said the industry
also felt some definitions in
the draft Act needed a rethink
while any move to stifle the e-
commerce channel for mar-
keting fertilisers should be
resisted.
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Survey pitches for promoting
use of alternative fertilisers

Also stresses on
elimination of
chemical
fertilisers

OURBUREAU

Bangakii Janiary 31

The Economic Survey 202122
has said there is a need to ex-
plore options and promote use
of alternative fertilisers suchas
nano urea along with organic
fertilisers that protect the soil
and are more productive and
will contribute to higher nutri-
ent use efficiency.

Further, the Survey said that
focus should be on use of new
technology including drones
and  artificial  intelligence-
based decision support sys-
tems, reductioninuseof chem:
ical fertilizers and use of low-
cost organic inputs and sup-
porting start-ups for
innovations.

The government is making
available fertilisers suchas urea
and 24 grades of phosphatic
and potassic (P&K) fertilizers to
farmers at subsidized prices
through fertilizer manufactur-
ersfimporters. While urea is be-
ing provided to the farmersata
statutorily notified maximum
retail price (MRP), for 'R fertil-

Fertilisers such as urea are
being made available to
farmers at subsidised prices

isers the government is imple-
menting a nuirientbased sub-
sidy scheme. The Survey said
the fertiliser subsidy till end of
December 2021 stood at
85,300 crore. Till December-
end, the productionof ureawas
187.4 lakh tonnes, DAP was 30.7
lakh tonnes and complex fertil-
isers 68 lakh tonnes. Imports
during the same period stood
ar59.6 lakh tonnes of urea, 40,1
lakh tonnesof DAPand 174 1akh
tonnes of complex fertilisers.

Measures

Inordertotackletheimport de-
pendency and make the sub-
sidy regime more efficient and
transparent, the government
has taken several steps includ-
ing notifying the New Urea
Policy-2015with the objectiveof
maximizing indigenous pro-
duction, promoting energy e
ficiency in production, and ra-

tonalizing subsidy burden.
The government has made it
mandatory for all the domestic
producers of urea to produce
only neem-coated urea,

Also, the government has
brought Potash Derived from
Molasses(PDMjunderNutrient
Based Subsidy (NES) scheme for
the first time sinceits inception
in2010 togive a pushtoits man-
ulacturing by sugar mills as a
by-product and reduce its im-
port dependence, the Survey
saicl, Latest technologies such
as coal gasification; imple
mentation of Direct Benefit
Transfer for providing benefits
o farmers through point of
sale machines are being pro-
moted.

Further, the Survey said that
the main component for pro-
motion of natural farming is
elimination of chemical fertil
isers and pesticides usage and
pramotion of good agronomic
practices. Natural farming also
aims tosustainagriculture pro-
duction with eco-friendly pro-
cesses in tune with nature to
produce agricultural produce
[ree of chemicals. Soil fertility
and soil organic matter are re-
stored by natural farming prac-
tices. Natural farming systems
require less water and are cli-
mate-friendly, the Survey said.

Potato prices likely to gain
as weather hits Bengal crop

Heavy Nov-Dec rains affect output; price
ol spud's Pokraj variety surges 140%

SHOEHA ROV

il bty 31

Potato prices are likely o nle
higlser this year conpared with
Fast year on an anticiated drop
in production bn West Tengal,
the secondbangest producer of
e spusl inthe country,

The mber's. production is
Tikehy tes bie Jowwer by arourd 20
peroent af chose to#5-49 mdlHon
tonnes (mt) this year due to
delaved sowing on the back of
untinedy rains. Last year, the
Stane harvested & baimpser crop,
mearky i per cend rise in pro-
ductionann melcompared with
5 lin 2020,

Psychological impact
Acconding o Tushar  Kann
Chesh, President of Wesz Bengal
Cokl Swomge Association, Uhe
wholleile price of early vanety
potarnes [Pakeaj) s surged Iy
140 per ceni 10 1,200 4 quintal
curently from 300550
AQUANTA Same rimee Laseyear
The impact of e crop in

S F

AL T AR APRIC Yard, i o The Largest markers 1of Che s, prices wene ET80-800 4 qumal,

Bengal will likely relbect in
[otano pricis across the country,
said Ashish Gurw, Sendor Vice
Presidens, Federation of Cokl
Storge Assoclations of India
“There will beat least sonme ey
chalogical irmpact of the devel
opment,” he sehl

At the Agra agriculmaral pro-
due  marketing  commitee
(AMAC) vard, one of the Fargest
markets for the spud, prices
were T7E0-200 a quingal, up
L200 over the same petiod a
year ago. As of Febnuary 23, ar
rivals in Ui Pradesh ane
pegged a1 55,306 tenges from
Jeantsary § conmgaared with 77,421
toanes  during  the yearago
period

nBengal,the loading priceof
PoEanoes in cold strage has i
crewsed by 60 per centio 56
g Ehs year against 1103 kit in
e pearags period, This woakd
typically mean that the tuber
could feteh awpwlene betwesn
Ta5amd T26 3 & in rhe whole
sabe manketwhien the shosks ane

T i

it

up 1200 over the same perbod a year ago m

released from the cold sorage
during  AprikMay.  Potatoes
Ireshiby cultivated froam the lann
are usually comsumed for the
TrSE 3= e ths of 3 year, post
which the stored potitors stan
making their way (oo the
market.

“We experenced untmely
Fains chiring the sowing perisd
which bed o roting of wome
g Though reculiivation was
dane on some parcels of land,
Irmwener, [0 may ot prose 1o e
good enough o offset the crop
that we lost 50, we expect a
lower production this year,”
Ghosh told Busimessline afer
the amnial general ieeting of
e assockaton on Wed nesday.

Bengal wimesed untimely
rakivs i November aimb varly
Decennber than afbected e sow-
I o the crop Nearly 55460 per
cent of sowing was complets
(when Cychame fawad lyit)in the
key  growing regions  of
Hocghly, Midnapone, Bankura
Al Bairctuin.

The untimedy raing, which
Lk et the Fie el s inumedated e
ot anly lkely 10 impact pro-
e tian but Jlsa the quality of

new crop. The early vanery
tuber, whichusually Sams arriv-
img by the end of December
early fanuary, started coming
imter the market oy by e of
[amuary.

Cultivation ol potitoes in
Benyal isspmead over close to 46
lakh hectares of kand, Hooghly,
Burclwan, Bankura, Fasa Midina-
pore and West Mudnapore ane
key growing districts,

G said The crop shorage
in Bemgal would wetgh on the
supply chain in view of the im-
portance of the exstemn Scate in
productiog, A final pioure on
thee crop would e available
after production 15 assessed
later this week by assoclations
arosstlec OUTREY, esaid,

Loading tobe lower

Cokl sorages are kel o be
Ioaded ordy up o 80 per cent of
thir capacity this year due 1o
thee lenwer crop against around
0547 percent Last year Thereane
around 400 cold storage in
Bengal and the total storage ca-
paciay isestimated 1o beclme o
SevEnmL,

According 1o Pagit Paban De,
e, Wiest Beeniggal Cooldd Stor-
agir Avsocistbon, prodistion in
st Of Whe otheer key growding
regions, inclding Uitar Pra-
sl andd Parfab, 6 good his
yearand prices are akogompar-
aimvely bewer than Bengal A
o] cquantity of pogatoes from
somie of these markets hasheen
makingt inrosds neothe Bengal
market. This may have a “sup-
pressing” bmpacton prices,

“The price at which potatoes
have started loading inte oold
stogages & quite high this year
HNow whether it goes higher or
CONLINGE 10 Temain it these
levels i something that we can
uniderstand onby when ackaser
ot of aciual crop energes.
Hwwever wie expect prices io re-
maka s of now” he sakl.

u'.!n.V\nn&T,’Ml
Susbrnmanl R Mancomb

Agri products exports zoom in December

Value of shipments highest this fiscal;
Ukraine-Russia stand-off may boost numbers

PRABHUDUTTA MISHRA

Mew Deldhl, February 22

December was the brighuest
period for the Agricultural
and Processed Food
Products  Export  Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA) as
exports of the products pro-
moted by it were the
highest in 4 month this
fiscal. The value of ship-
ments increased 1o a seven-
month high of 37 per cent
($2.44 billion). With the es-
calation of tension in
Ukraine, if the global com-
modities prices flare up, it
may help APEDA to achieve
its target of $23.7 billion for
the current fiscal.

Exports  of APEDA-pro-
moted major agriculture
and processed products,
broadly divided into 27 cat-
egories, touched 517.47 bil-
lion (¥1,29,782 crore), up by

23.83 per cent over the 514.11
billion registered in the
year-ago period, according
to the latest export data.
However, to achieve the
target, the current volume
of shipments needs to be
maintained during January-
March quarter at previous
quarter level, experts said.

T4% export target achieved
“Already 74 per cent of the
target has been achieved in
first three quarters and
growth momentum is likely
to be same in last quarter
(Janvary-March) as well”
said M Angamuthu, Chair-
man of APEDA. There was a
slight slowdown during
July-September, otherwise
target could have been met
before end of this fiscal, he
said. APEDA has developed
product metrics for about

ACFI NEWSLETTER
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Surging growth (s mision)

2021 2020 % change
April 198227 109434 8Ll
May 1.864.69 1,29682 438
June 1,849.06 143059 293
July 173889 174238 02
August 176538 157879 118
September 1,92836 1,722.00 120
October  2,009.87 1,6/1260 214
November 2,005 1,604.36 24.8
December 2439.04° 1,777.50 312

Source: APEDA, *Provisional

75 products in the top 50
countries and will actively
encourage sustainable
growth in their shipments,
Angamuthu said. "Our en-
deavour is 1o make India a
reliable food and nutri-
tional security provider,
globally,” he said.

Opportunity for barley
According to official data,
exports of non-Basmati rice

grew 46 per cent to $4.49
billion {¥33,350 crore), buf
falo meat by 6 per cent to
$2.5 billion (¥18,674 crore)
and wheat 417 per cent to
$1.44 billion (110,694 crore),
while Basmati rice dropped
19 per cent to $2.38 billion
(X17,689 crore) during April-
December of current fiscal.
These four commodities
make up 62 per cent of the
total exports of the APEDA-

promoted products this
year.

“The Ukrainian crisis will
boost wheat, maize and
honey exports from India. It
opens up an opportunity in
barley exports, too. All these
export opportunities could
be realised il there is no
supply  chain  impedi-
ments,” said g
Chandrasekaran, a foreign
trade policy expert. As
global prices of commodit-
ies may flare up amid the
geopolitical tension, it may
help the country (o get
higher realisation in global
markets in agri commaodit-
ies, he added.

APEDA-promoted
products have nearly 50 per
cent share in the country's
overall agricultural export
of $41.25 billion {in 2020-21),
whereas marine products
are the second most con-
tributor with 14 per cent
share, followed by spices
with 10 per cent share.
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Draft bill seeks tighter fertiliser control

Photo Turresenla.liun

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The fertiliser
ministry has proposed to
bring an ‘Integrated Plant
Nutrition Management Bill'
topromote the use of bio-and
non-chemical fertilisers. In
the proposed Bill, the minis-
try has recommended the
setting up of a regulatory
body to control prices, sup-
ply and import of fertiliser,
and also mooted appointing
‘fertiliser inspectors’ with
sweeping powers, including
toenter, search premises and
also confiscate stock if they
have “a reason to believe”

GREEN DRIVE

that the nutrients manufac-
tured, imported, sold,
offered for sale, stored, ex-
hibited for sale or distrib-
uted in contravention to any
of the provisions of the pro-

Godrej Agrovet launches insecticide
‘Gracia’ for pulses, vegetable crops

OUR BUREAU
Benpgaluny, February 22

Godrej Agrover Lud (GAVL)
has announced the launch of
Gracia, an insecticide that
helps control chewing and
sucking pests in a variety of
pulses and vegerable crops.
The company believes the
product will help strengthen
its presence in the insect-

Balram Singh Yadav, Man-
aging  Director,  Godrej
Agrovet Lud, said.

“The Indian crop protec-
tion market s estimated to
be around 25,000 crore, of
which insecticides contrib-
ute 39 percent. The launch of
Gracia will strengthen our
presence in this particular
sub-segment  that's  estim-

posed Act or the rules.

Industry sources said
while some provisions of the
proposed bill are aimed at
making things better and
easier, there are also provi-
sionswhich could bringback
the ‘inspector-raj’. A senior
executive of afertiliser com-
pany said the proposed pow-
ers for inspectors could
cause unnecessary chaos.

As per the draft Bill, the
Centre may fix the maxi-
mum price at which fertilis-
ers would be sold and may al-
so fix separate prices for fer-
tilisers havingdifferent peri-
odsof storage orfordifferent

areas or for different classes
of consumers considering
the local conditions.

It also proposes to set up
an Integrated Plant Nutri-
tion Management Authority
of India, which would regu-
late the manner of registra-
tion for manufacturers of
fertilisers, set out technical
standards with respecttothe
quality of fertilisers , and
promote sustainable use of
innovative varieties.

Another proposal isto ap-
point fertiliser inspectors.

The Bill proposes hefty
fine and alsojail term for vio-
lators of the proposed law.

Dhanuka group signs MoU with
Karnal varsity to promote drones

OUR BUREALI

Wew DI Fobiiary 22

Pesticides manufacturer
Dhanuka  Agritech  has

signed a memorandum of
understanding (Moll) with
Harvana's Karnal-based Ma-
harana Mratap Horticulwral
University to jointly conduct

research in crop protection  vices.

Farmers  will  be

and companies of repute
who are keen o promaote re-
search  and  development
activities in various areas, in-
cluding agriculture and al-
lied acuvities,” Singh said
and exuded confidence that
the tie-up will help encour-
age more students to under-
take research.

icides markert.

Gracia { fluxametamide, an
isoxazoline compound] is a
wide-spectrum product dis-
covered and developed by
Nissan Chemical Corpora-
tion Japan, which is being in-
troduced in the market in
collaboration with GAVL.

Godrej said Gracia exhibits
excellent control of chewing
and sucking pests such as
larva, caterpillars and thrips
in farms producing a variety
of pulses, hot pepper, cole
crops, tomato, brinjal and
okra. It also has an excellent

Balram Singh Yadav, MD,
Godrej Agrovet

safety profile when it comes
te mammals and beneficial
insects, the company said in
a statement,

“As part of our overall
commitment to doubling
farmers' income, we have al-
ways introduced interven-
tions that are suited for the
Indian markers and farmers.
After Hanabi, Gracia is the
second product from Nissan
Chemicals which we are in-
troducing in the country,”

ated to be a F1500-crore
market opportunity,” Yadav
said.

GAVL had launched Nis-
san’s Hanabi, a miticide, in
2019, "Gracia is a quick ac-
tion, broad spectrum insect-
icide that will strengthen
our leadership in the crop
protection  market,”  said
Rakesh Dogra, CEO, Crop Pro-
tecrion Business, GAVL,

Raj Kumar Yaday, MI», Nis-
san Chemical Corporation
(India), said, “We are confd-
ent that like Hanabi, Gracia
will also find wide adoption.®

chemicals and to promote
modern technology in the
agriculture sector.

The Mol was signed by the
University's Vice-Chancellor
Samar Singh and A S Tomar,
vice-president, Dhanuka Ag-
ritech, on Tuesday, the com-
pany said in a statement.

Through this partnership,
Dhanuka Agritech and the
University aim to boost
farmers’ {ncome by improv-
ing crop productivity. They
will jointly organise aware-
ness programmes for carry-
ing out agri extension ser-

encouraged to use modern

agriculture technologies
such as drone artificial intel-
ligence (Al) and precision
agriculture.

“There is umost need
undertake more research
and development initiatives
in agriculture and the tieup
with an institution like MHU
will help us promote re-
search activities in agricul-
ture and allied activities,”
said Tomar.

“There is a great need for
collaboration between aca-
demic research institutions

To conduct trials

The university will conduct
demonstrationfadaptive tri-
als of new molecules|
products of Dhanuka Ag-
ritech at its farms as well as
farmers' fields and will con-
sider the inclusion of the
findings (active ingredient
only) into practices, the com-
pany said. Dhanuka will also
sponsor  bicefficacy  and
phyto-toxicity projects of the
university for managing in-
sects and  pests through
drone application.

Centre looks to partner with agriculture startups

Zia Haq

ziahag@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The central govern-
ment is willing to be your busi-
ness partner if you launch a
startup focused on digital solu-
tions for agriculture, climate
change, rural development, edu-
cation and even health care
delivery, as India aims a big
boost to its already bustling
startup ecosystemn.

Ministries, including agricul-
ture and electronics, are gearing
up to open themselves to busj-
ness proposals from individuals,
investors and firms where the
state will hold limited equity
partmerships.

A reason why the Centre has
decided to be an investor is to

provide “nascent-stage funding
for newer entrants given India’s
promising startup ecosystem
and the potential they hold to
transform many sectors”, an offi-
cial said, requesting anonymity.

The government had a “good
idea and lots of data”™ on start-
ups’ potential and the value they
can add to the economy’s output
by managing earlier initiatives
such as Startup India, which had
anoutlay of over 2900 crore, the
official said.

India has overtaken the UK to
be the third highest country in
number of unicorns after the US
and China, which added 4587 and
301 wnicorns, respectively, in
2021 As of January 14, [ndia has
83 unicomns, with a total valua-
tion of $277.77 billion, according

INDIA'S VAST
AGRICULTURE
SECTOR HASN'T
SEEN A MAJOR
TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATION SINCE
THE 19708 GREEN
REVOLUTION

to the latest Economic Survey. A
unicorn isa startup with a valua-
tion of at least $1 billion,
Agriculture is being seen as a
sunrise sector, a second official
said, where digital technologies
have already shown promising
growth, On February 18, at the
Dubai Expo 2020, additional
agriculture secretary Abhilaksh

Likhi made a global pitch.

“He invited the startups and
FPOs (farmer producer organi-
sations) to submir their propos-
als to the agriculture ministry.”
said the second official. who
didn't wish to be named.

The farm ministry is consider-
ing proposals for providing
equity grants. management costs
and other support measures for
agri-tech led startups.

India’s vast agriculture sector,
dominated by small and poor
cultivators, hasn't seen a major
technological innovation since
the 1970s Green Revolution,
whose impact is fading fast.

Startups focused on services
such as precise inputs to data-
based, customized crop monitor-
ing packages, and market intelli-

gence are being projected as the
next being technical leap in the
farm sector.

“India’s agricultural revolu-
tion, or agriculture 4.0, is being
fuelled by the rapid use of deep-
tech solutions across the coun-
try,” said a spokesperson for
Aggromalin, an agri-startup.

Aqeromalin. for instance, isa
technology-driven agricultural
diversification platform that
allows farmers to enter the ani-
mal husbandry and aguaculture
industries through a “stack tech™
solution.

DeHaat is the country’s Fast-
est-growing agri-tech start-up
providing end-to-end Al-based
solutions. Ninjacart is India’s
largest fresh produce supply
chain startup.
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Allocation of higher subsidy to support
increased prices,enhancingagriculture
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creditand direct payment to farmersare
expected to provide a fillip to fertiliser
demand and promote usage of more
complex and organic fertilisers.
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MEASURES & IMPACT

ALLOCATION FOR AGRICULTURE
AND ALLIED ACTIVITIES FOR FY23

x>l 52 ex

@ PPP model to help farmers access
digital and hi-tech services; specialised
Nabard funds for start-ups: Farmers'
income to increase through higher price
realisation, access to new markets;

agri start-ups to expand their outreach,
farmers to be beneficiaries of new

value chains

@ Extra credit limit of 250,000 crore under
ECLGS: To benefit a larger pool of small
businesses hit by the pandemic

@ To revamp Credit Guarantee Trust for
Micro and Small Enterprises: To catalyse
flow of institutional credit of an extra

72 lakh crore to MSMESs sans collateral

® Private capex crawls
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Farmers Keen on Hiring
‘Affordable’ Kisan Drones

TeamET

Farmers are keen to use ‘kisan
drones’ to spray pesticides and
nutrients on theircrops provided
they areavailableonrentatanaf-
fordable rate, some farmer orga-
nisations told ET.

“Usage of Kisan drones will re-
duce the depen-

atarateof up to 350 for spraying
insecticides and fertilisers in an
acreof land, hetold ET.

Finance minister Nirmala Sit-
haraman in her budget speechon
Tuesday had said the Centre will
promote Kisandronestohelpfar-
mers assess crops, digitise land
recordsas well as spray insectici-
desand nutrients.

“We are keen to

dence on farm la-

bour,” said Yash-
wanth Chidipot-
hu, national

spokesperson of
Federation of All
India Farmers'
Association (Fai-
fa). “However, far-
mers cannot buy drones on their
own. They can hire them.”

The government can put in pla-
cesomeagenciesthat can buythe
drones and rent them to farmers

use drones for
spraying manu-
res and Keeping
our crop pest-
free,” Chidipothu
said. “Sometimes
wedonotgetfarm
labourers to do
thesame.”

Farmers from the soyabean belt
of Madhya Pradesh said that du-
ring the pandemic they had faced
problem in spraving fertilisers
and insecticides in the fields,

%

1,000 Share price on BSE (%)
HE CENTRE HAS COROMANDEL INT'L sah
continued withits = [ ! 788
initiatives for promoting CLOSE: 788 o
rural development and 0.65 % CHG:-0.08 800 l
farmerwelfare in the Budget. EPS (%) B/E Div yield
Healthy allocations for various ¥ R
ongoing farmer welfare schemes 45.9 17.1 15 700 |
{irrigation, crop insurance, rural
employment, ete) would helpin 5:;;:.:“5'“” :f;z: ey ;":;, b’ 500
reducing the exposure of the sector
to thevagaries of the monsoon in 73.7 25.4 21 soo [N /
the medium term; additionally, the "For H1FYZ2 (i %) Febd, 2071 Feb, T072
assured income support for fanmers
would help in timely procurement -
of key crop inputs (seeds, fertilisers, UPL 1,000 e D"c;;: :;E 8
etc.),and aid the cash flows/ . z
sentimentsof the farm community. CLOGE 7895 asg - 533.90
Theallocation towards interest m B.60 % CHG:+1L11
subsidy foragri-credit ismarginally 5 700
higherat €195,0bn in FY23(BE)as e e Dy yieid
compared to ¥181.4 bn in FY22(RE], L2.4 18.6 13 550
while the allocation towards crop
insurance and PM-Kisan remains S::;:E“U :m’: g? ;f:mh‘ 400 |
broadlyin linewith FY22.Giventhe |
significant increase in the subsidy 46.8 13.8 29.3 a55]
requirement,Gol hasallocated an “Foe HLFY22 (n %) 1 - A )]

additional ~605.6 bn to meet the

subsidy outgo during FY22(RE). The
budgetaryallocation for the subsidy
forthe fertilisersectorin FY23 is
T1,052.1 bnwhich,as per ICRA

MEASURES

® Approval for additional

® Assured income for FY2023; RE of 2980 bn

estimates, isinadequate. ICRA sul;;iﬂdy of !wugs.bdbn for supm? (upto . ; for FY2002.
expects Gol tomakeadditional FY2021-22; subsidy 26,000 /annum for eac] 5
allocations in case of an increase in allocation for FY2022-23  household) to farmers ;AFI'E?IE:“ uF!l?g._SrI:n
the requirements as the year is 210521 bn, under the Pradhan Mantri b Ma:t:mr;
progresses, as has been the case for ®cn ooty for Kisan Samman Nidhi. {u?cwadvr:nymntriﬁmm
thelast two fiscals. : :
precurement under the @ Allacation under Sadak Yojana & 2680 bn
MSP structure, MMREGA kept at 2730 bn far PHAY,

Impact: Neutral
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THE FINE PRINT

Agriculture, rural could
dowith more stimulus

ha agriculture sector
huis done well during
That pandemic withgrowth
rabes af 3.6 per cent and
39 per conit, respectively,
In 2030-21 (FY21) and
2122 {FY22).
Hevweever, agricultural
aud rurnl incommes e
under miress due o severl
resasons. Fanmens have o
Py e o B Lopats
i memr-agriculiure con-
s o Inchiding leslth,
s of trade are not in fvourof agriculium, Beduction
ira rel fances due 10 peverse migration and lower growth
L tumen | wongses Dol b bosse D onmess Lo agelcubiune aind sl
v, Aocond bng fo thie Siuation Assess metit Survey of the
Mational Spmiple Survey Orgnnization, nn average (onmer ks
izettimg onby E127 peer clry Froom culivation amd 341 per day
from all sowrces (cultivation, weges, animalk, ard non-farm
D rwesin ), Moo, sameall, oo imddlun enterpeise (VMSME]
and bnformial sector workes have suffered 4 fot with bess In
Icome and ensployimend during M pandennic. [n ofher
woidh, we st have K-sho ped recovery and high ineguality,
The rural demand for the fast-moving conmemes goods sec
tior, corsumer durshles and two=wheslers has been low,
Therefone, o eagpedctiod more st imlis for e farn sector
] rural areas in the Budget to lmprove growth and ol

Baocst bo infrastnictuine is the defining featune of this
Frudget and wangs to fave the vision of Amrit Kaal of the
et 26 years. Capital expendinire increpsec] shamly by
54 poroent, from 2354 trilllon Ln the cument year o 7.5
teillon (n 2032-23 (FY23), This wil hilp ruoal anes ako

Foodl, Fertiliser, petroleum subsidies wene kower in Fy23,
cormgained with FY2L Some of the announcements for g -
culture i this Buadget are: (a) promoting chemical-free nat -
sl farming. (b promoting post-tarvesting value addition,
corsumption and branding of millets, fehschems: (o
|meressie domestle production of elseeds, [d) delivery ol
diigieal arad high-tech servioes to farmeem in public- private
peertmership mode. (d) use of ktsin dronis o ald farmers,

{ed Lt reg fund with blemded capital 1o fienoe agricl-
e start-ups facllitated by Mational Bank for Agrlculture
and Bugal Debvedopment, and () comprelensive package for
fiocel proocesstig with participation of stites.

Sotrve of thse rmsunes are inthe rght divection, bur
i il b nieded o fmprove the incom of iammors
There is manginal
Ineminsa: In the allocation

5 MAHENDRA DEV

THE BUDGET CoULD for agriculnure and allied
HAVE FOCUSED OM activities, from 2148 il
DIRECT PUSH TO AGRI ton InFY2 to 2051 ml-
AND RURAL INFRA o £ Y23 —am
DEVELOPMENT, Incronse of 2.2 por conil,
INCREASE IN O agrionliure resenrch
ALLOCATION FOR and developiment, the
RURAL SCHEMES allocaion ks only B 500
AND DIRECT CASH crore — the samie a= last
TRANSFERSTOREVIVE year. This is only (04 per
CONSUMPTION cont of agriculinne gross
[r—— R R

couniries have 1-2 per
cent of gross domestic product (GDE),

Thee Buichgiet hos not incnensed alkocation for rurl deviel-
opment and sorme Imponant schemes. The expend e fior
ol rural development s stagnant af 2206 tHllion in Fy22
anid FY 25 Thete | 2 demind for Mahatnm Gandhi Nationnl
Bural E1lu|h:1.'|||l'rll Guarg niee Act (MGNREGA L Hosaever,
the allocation to MGNREGA declined from 898, 000 croe Ln
FY22 i ER000 crore in Y23, The contimuation of the
Emergency Credit Line Guarantes Sclwme for MEMES s 1n
e righit diipecthon

Crediz puarantee trust mey help the micro sector, bug
mukch mone is reguired. There ane some schemes for educs-
hot i hesalihy. Bur the gosemminssni has to address rise in
dualivy and reducton in digital divide i niral sroas.

T Buichget ook heve focused on direct psh toag-
culture and rural infrestrectures development, Increase in
allocation for rarnd schemes and drect comb ransfes to
revive conmumption. The 2-trillion agricudturl infrastme-
tutrae Fuimic s bl B inoentivisel (o ulilise on s irack

similarly, vestment [n RED Inagricubure hos o be
ralsed ns returns e msch higher than other bnvestme s,
Exports have to be pushed aggressively,

Arcund 51 per cent of MSMES are in rum) sréss and
iy of therm leave to be revived Brdila can't Become
Armandibhar without dynamic MEMES. Rive i) incomes of
agriculture and rura] population can increase comsLmmton
and GDP

T e B D o el Vi Sl oelor, FGIDR, Aol
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PARTIAL FULFILMENT

FM focuses on boosting rural
infra, digitising agriculture

Budget for agri, allied activities rose by a nominal 2.5% for FY23, compared to FY22 RE

SAMIEE MUTHERICE
Tew Db, EPebreacy

F..r the nard sector the Budge was
focused lagely on creating tangible
sty vl s oo andd Douses in vk
lages while at the same e slashing the
Buuckget dor e (Bagaisip MGNREEGS by a 3551
et cent amairet Ahve nevised est fmates of FYZ2

Being a demand-driven schense, thee &
wvery poss tality off a furiber foppl g uip of the
MGNREGS during she nest financial year i
1t haw happened in the currens fiscal year,
where the revised estimate has been rafved to
almist TOR000 crare as ngabnal o udgotary
e of TTAOO0 crove during fhe year due
g work dermmd.

b aygicualinive secior, thiene was 0ot
Ay s of alloeativg funds for major
».Iwuhhnmarlumu..bumrml.m S
lenl ecosyster in farming and aiso shifiing
Fammers bowards olbeds and pubses.

A big disappoimtment for farmers was in
v of ot geAring s ey e dioct benefly

tramsfer scheme of PAL-Blsan, for which the

Centre allocated 265,000 crone in the Fudgst
Estimare of FY25 marginally uy feom Che
Revieed Fatlmate of Y

W iR B ador agrculturally ene
4 UIP, which have boen
the hotbed o he socent farmen: agitation
gt 1he e Lws, LS8 Fourd the comeT,

expectations were it the fasnoe st
et Encnense e umoun i of money distribur

THE SUBSIDY MATHS

wFood = Fertiliser ® Petroleum

Intepestaubvention progrmme for shoet-teom
ereedit wine rantaied Lrgely f thelf provi
ot ek

Far gomiing domestic of eeds produc-
i, tha Buidliort alloested B6040 crofe b P23
randier e Eroader unbivell progrunme of 1B
RiasBitalya Kbl Vikas Yol (REVY).

T BT

e

HARVESTING

NEW HOPES

¥73,000 eoore Fundi for

MGHREGA, down 25.51%

from Revised Estimates {REF

¥E8, 000 crore Fund of

PM-Rasat sehiema of fasmers,

up 0. 74% from RE

720,600 crare Budgel ot

el housn;pm AMTE,
W‘I‘:M R

¥19,000 erare Fun i forrund

oS piogHmine, up 26% e BT

¥15,500 cromw Fumds ot erop

Instance scheme of larmers,

down 3.05% fem BT

710,600 ceare Eud gt S rovamped

Rty it Vs Yonsrus

2 Y900 crure Buddget for rewy

o oo Minksiy of toopecation

heacied by Home Minkier Ami Shah

{¥ crore)

105, 52
206,83

40 mlion tomnes 6o 54,00 millon tonnes,
The prodiactivity & targeled 1o B olsed
from 1284 kg per hectare ta 167 kg per
hectare,
Shildticnial cilseeds arva of 35 million
hictaes ifrom 26.7% million héctanes o 5230
millon hectanes ) will be browght wnder ofl

Budget provides less for
food, fertiliser subsidies

Whe fiood e fertlises subaidies sm ol
reduction I J002-23 (FYEE), s pared ko bk
Py e Estirnites (8] of 00 - 22 (PY22), wehih
Indates.a likety dhzootinuation of (e free

et fical ey
Lhere isa frash Covid shock and some eaving of
Inteenational feddier peices, scondinglothe
govemment's assessment, The Budget
Estimates af food sutidy in Pz has been
peeged ate2.06 trilion, which 575 per cent
It Ehan th REof Prag, whvike hertifiser sulmidy
s pegged ab 7105 trillion, whih i 26 per cent
lewsthan the RE of P22 The petroleum usbudy
s pegged at 5, 513 crace, wehih K1) per cont
Veun. intenestingly, in cave of fond, the REof
subsidydor FrE pegped a1 86 biillion In the
Budpel B lower than the requirement ol 1.3
rfion s aid down bry the food minktny dug
L the eontsnuation sf the Pradhan Mantr
Gy Ky Annas Yo rus from Moy 2001

SARIEER MURHERIEE

Far the miral sector. the Budg el allecation
s 1 drog from E206:080 croge in FY22 {RE)
Ta 2,06, 240 evede bn PY23 (B

“The government hos still no fulfified che
WIS pasarances on which e far o
Pl g 10 gus il e ovemio s Liystich
a siiualior, the Emers will bie ket wilh no
CHRORCY DS 10 TSI e EATTIS IS OETR, ™ sdsie]

il iander the pogramite from ihe cusrent
L6000 pet arnuET, Bt 1t Soems s restctod B,
Feat i bieer 4 hriioss i L far i sedion, alic-

According to the Budget documents, the
[PIORTAEITING abmE 10 Increass the production
] prosduivity of of oo i e Bext fve

cations for P ithe

yearstarti

20 umt i1 202526 From

séws culivation.” t be Busdgel docurmend sid.
Thi Budiget for he agriculion and sl

activiEbin tose by o noiinal 25 percenl in FY23

compared b the sovised estimate of FY2L

Avik Saha, peresdidenst of the ol Kisan Andolan.

1 By, prestdent, Bayor Souih Asis and
Global Howd of Smallholler Parmsiig. welk
comed the Fudget.

Centre gives wings to ‘Kisan Drones’

NEW DELHI

In a bid to tap the allied farm and
food processing sectors to boost
farmers’ income, the government
on Tuesday proposed higher
budget allocation for these two
sectors for the next fiscal, besides
announcing finance support for
startups, promotion of Kisan
drones and PPP mode for delivery
of high tech agri-services to farm-
ers, Presenting the union Budget in
the Lok Sabha, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said inclusive
development is one of the four pri-
orities of the government moving

The Budget allocation for the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare has been raised mar-
ginally by 4.5 per cent to Rs1,32,513
crore for 2022-23 fiscal, However,
the Budget allocation for the Min-
istry of Fisheries, Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying has been in-
creased by 44 per cent to Rs
6,40731 crore and for Food Pro-
cessing Industries by 2.25 times to
Rs 2,941.99 crore for the next fiscal,

The Finance Minister said as
part of the inclusive development,
the government will implement a
‘rationalised and comprehensive
scheme' to increase domestic
gﬂsgedthproducﬁou, m re-

c e country’s de; ence
on t'lfg import of ediblepoi!s. The

vernment will also bring in leg-
islative and policy changes to pro-
mote agro-forestry and implement

The drones will be used for crop assessment, digitisation of land records and
spraving of insecticides.

&aclmge, with

a comprehensive
States to adopt suitable varieties of
fruits and vegetables that can be
processed.
Further, the government will
E:rumute the use of Kisan Drones’
crop assessment, digitisation of
land records and spraying of in-
secticides, she added. To
startups and rural enterprises
working in agri-space, the Minis-
ter said the government will facil-
itate a fund with blended capital
raised under the co-investment
model through Nabard. “This is to
finance startups for agriculture
and rural enterprise relevant for
farm produce value chain,” she
noted, The activities of these start-
ups will include inter-area support
for farmer-producer isations
(FPOs), machinery fgg;nws on
arental basis at the farm level and

technology, including invitee base,
she added. The Finance Minister
further said the government will
mote chemical-free natural
ing throughout the country
with a focus on farmers lands in
five-km wide corridors alcmg the
river Ganga in the first st
the delivery of digital an
tech services to farmers, s.he sald
the government will launch a
scheme of public-private farmer-
ship model with the involvement
of public sector research and ex-
tension institutions along with pri
vate agri-tech players and st
holders of agri value chains, States
will be encouraged to revise syl-
labi of agricultural universities to
meet the needs of natural zero
budget and organic farming, mod:
c:rt:lre. value a.dd.lhon
and management, she added. ,m
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Govt likely to transfer record 2.7 lakh crore
to farmers of paddy & wheat this crop year

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, February 2

THE GOVERNMENT IS likely
to transfer a record ¥2.7 lakh
crore to farmers for procure-
ment of rice and paddy under
the minimum support price
(MSP) operation by the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) and
stateagenciesin 2021-22 crop
year (October-September).

Sources told FE that while
¥2.37 lakh crore has been
transferred to farmers for pro-
curement of 120 million
tonne (MT) paddy and wheat
so far while the paddy pro-
curement for Rabi season is
expected to commence from
April 2022 in southern states
including Tamil, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.

The FCI and state agencies
could purchase around 17 MT
of paddy from the farmers in
southern states in the current
crop season, said sources. This
would take the total procure-
ment of paddy and wheat dur-
ing the 2021-22 crop season

Funds transferred to
farmers under MSP system
for paddy and wheat

mm (2 lakh crore)
- Procurement in million tonne

1018 | 11120 1285 | 138~*

-JB l I I
2018-19

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

Source: Food Ministry
crop season (Cct-Sept), “likely

(October-September) to more
than 137 MT, which would be
arecord.

In 2020-21 (crop year),
¥2.44 lakh crore was trans-
ferred to farmers for procure-
ment of more than 128 MT of
paddy and rice under the MSP
operations while in 2019-20
(crop year), ¥2.04 lakh crore
was provided to farmers for
procurement of 111 MT of
paddy and wheat by FCI and

state government agencies.

FCIland state agencies pro-
cure wheat (a rabi crop) during
the April-June period while
paddy is procured during
October —September as the
cereal is harvested in both
kharif and rabi seasons.

In her Budget (2022-23)
speech, finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said “the
procurement of wheat in rabi
(2021-22) and the estimated
procurement of paddy in
kharif 2021-22 will cover
1,208 lakh metric tonnes of
wheat and paddy from 163
lakh farmers, and ¥2.37 lakh
crore direct payment of MSP
value to their accounts.”

FCI and state agencies
procure paddy and wheat
from the farmers mostly
from Punjab, Haryana, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh through MSP
operations. The highly subsi-
dized food grains procured
from farmers are supplied
under the National Food

Security Act (NFSA) to more
than 80 crore beneficiaries as
well as kept as buffer stocks
for dealing with exigencies.

However, because of an
open-ended procurement
system, FCI and state agencies
procure far more volume of
grain than required under
NFSA leading to excess grains
stocks.

At present, FCI and state
government agencies have
rice and wheat stocks of
54.89 MT against the buffer
stocks normsof 21.41 MT for
January.

Under the Price Support
Scheme of the agriculture
ministry, the farmers’ cooper-
atives like NAFED procure
pulses and oilseeds from farm-
ers to maintain buffer stocks.
NAFED procures from the
farmers by paying MSP if
prices fall.

Similarly, Cotton Corpora-
tion of India (CCI) commences
procurements from farmers
when market prices fall
below MSP.

Fertiliserimportdeal:
India, Russiain talks

 India, a top importer of urea and other soil
: nutrients, is in its first government-to-
. government negotiations with Russia for
. long-term supply of fertilizers, sources
: said. The sources said India is aiming to
: lock in 1 million tonnes a year each of di-
: ammonium phosphate and potash; and

- about 800,000 tonnes a year of a mix of

= states — UP.

. nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium. Officials
: from the ministry and fertilizer firms will
: visit Moscow later this month to discuss the
: deal with Russian trade minister. REUTERS

ACFI NEWSLETTER

:  oilseeds 10 control

Stock limits on edible
oil, 01lseeds tightened

i SANIEER MUKHERJEE

Newr Delhi, & Februany

1 The Centre has tightened the
2 stock limits onedible ol and

oilseeds by extending it till

June 30, 2022, and also by
specifying the quantity that
+ each trader can holdin states
i where the quantum hasn't

been laid out.
The government — in an

:  order issued in October 2021

— had imposed stock hold-
ing limits on edible oil and
their
prices.

But, it had left it to the

+  states to determine the quan-

tum of holding depending
upon their local needs and
requirements,

However, since then, six
KarnataKa,

Himachal Pradesh,

:  Telangana, Hajasthan and

Bihar — had specified the

E quantity of stocks that

retailers, wholesalers, proces-

1 sors and bulk consumers can

hold. The rest of the states
hadn't specified the gquan-
tum. This was wvalid ll

i March 2022,

Tne gowrnmem lmd ea:l.ler
imposed stock holding limits
on edible oil and oilsceds to
controltheir prices

Following a review of the
directions, the Centre has
now laid down that retailers
can hold only upto 30 quin-
tals of edible oil and 100
quintals of  oilseeds.
Wholesalers can hold 500
quintals of edible ofl and 200
quintals of cilseeds at any
given point of time.

Similar norms have also
been laid down for big chain
retailers and processors.

This will not be applicable

in those six states which have
levied their own stock limirts
on retailers and wholesalers.

“The  decision  will
empower states to regulate
storage and distribution of
edible oils and oilseeds and
check hoarding in the coun-
try,” the government said in
astatement.

Iranically. the limits have
been tightened at a time
when pilseeds production in
the ongoing rabi season is
projected o be higher than
this year.

According to latest data,
oilseeds crop has been
planted in around 10.27 mil-
lion hectares this vear. This
is 23 per cent more than
fast vear.

Mustard seed production
is estimated to be over
11 million tonnes this year, up
from &5 million tonnes
last year.

The decision to tighten
stock limits comes days after
the Economic Survey said
that knee-jerk reaction to
price rise of essential com-
modities sends wrongsignals
o domestic producers.,
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Centre may

continue

rice subsidy for ethanol

Economic costs of rice /g
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PRABHUDUTTA MISHRA

News Delhil February 4

As paddy procurement rises
every year, much above the 28
million tonnes (mt) official
annual requirement for discri-
bution under the Narional
Food Security Act (NFSA) the
government is likely o con-
tinue to offer rice from the
Central Pool stock for ethanol
for the next five years at sub-
sidised rates, potentially redu-
cing stock by 10 mt over and
above normal olltake.

As the Centre has approved
about 860 crore litres capacity
of grain-based ethanol plants,
taking the mrtal capacity of
grain-based wnits to about
LIDO crore litres by including
theexisting plants,as muchas
22-23 me of rice will be re
quired if all these plants use
rice as feedstocle However, as
all these approved proposals
may not materialise and some
plants may use maize as [eed-
stock, there may be about 10-11
mt of rice seen o be utilised
by these plants, which is
enough to produce 440-480
crore litres, an official said.

Bulging stocks

In 2020-21, apart from 35.6 mt
offtake of rice under NFSA and
other regular schemes, the
government could reduce the
stock by additional 19.6 mt
through distribution under
the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGEAY]). Still, FCI had close
to 50 mtof rice {including un-
milled paddy in terms of rice)
stockas onApril 1, 2021 (end of
Y1), which was 363 per cent
mare than the prescribed buf
fer norm and strategic reserve
of 13.58 mt. Incidentally, the
procurement  of rice i

Rice procurement and offtake Oakhions)
GOEAS Procurément
S T
— | T

2018-19
2019-20
020-21

“including PMGRAY; “Up 1o A 2%
**Up 't Dec 21

creased to record 6019 mt in
2020-21 (October-September),
up by over 16 per cent [rom
Lhe previous year,

Rice stock with FCl was at
53.80 mr {including vunmilled
paddy in terms of rice) as on
January 1, 2022, which was
maore than seven rimes the
stocking norm of 7.61 mt. Be-
sides, the high stock of rice
alsoafter as much as 36 mr off-
take reported under all
schemes during April-Decem-
ber 2021,

Cost of grains

“There is no problem of stock
available wicth rthe govern-
mernt. Real challenge is sub-
sidy as at the current { provi-
sional for 2022-23) economic
cost of T36.70/kg and offer
price for ethanol plants at
120/kg, the government bears
F16.70/kg inevery kilogram ol
rice. It has to be seen with sav-
ings on crude import as well
as contribution towards re-
duction in pollution,” the olii-
cial said adding there could
be this subsidised rice made
available to the industry for
next five years.

lhe economic costs of
grains vary as per the Budger-
ary support made available to
the FCland soalso the subsidy,
said a lormer executive dir-
ector of FCL The subsidy
amount can be brought down
il some mechanism is found
o allow direct procurement
of paddy at MSP by the eth-
anol plants, he said.

Due ta rising level of pro-
curement as well as increase
in MSP every year, the fond
subsidy claims of FCI has gone
up o ¥2,17,460 crore for 2021
22} against ¥1,00,600 crore in
2016-17.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

Keep GM food out of diet,
doctors write to FSSAI

KV KURMANATH

Hyderabad, February 4

As the deadline for submitting
feedback on draft guidelines
on GM (genetically modified)
food ends on February 5, a
group of doctors has opposed
the move to allow GMfoods.
They have asked the Food
Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAl) to ensure that
GM foods are not sold in the
COUNLIY.

“This de jure regulatory real-
ity should be implemented,
with penal action taken against
anyoneselling GM foods,” Arun
Gupta, a paediatrician and
public health expert, said.

As many as 162 doctors from
different States have signed the
feedback letter sent to the FS
SAl a copy of which was sent to
Mansukh  Mandaviya, the
Union Health Minister.

Asking the authority towith-

draw the proposed regula-
tions, they urged toensure that
the regulatory regime is
mainly to keep GM foodsoutof
the diet. They alleged that the
proposed regulations didn't
provide scope for independ-
ent, longterm, comprehens
ive, multi-generational
biosalety assessment.

“They seem to be ready to ac-
cept regulatory approvals for
GM foods elsewhere and allow
the same in India too. Such an
approach obviously puts a
question mark on the very pur-
pose of notifying any regula-
tions,” they contended, adding
“there is a body of scientific
evidence to show the health
risks that GM foods present.”

By paving the way, FSSAI
would also be allowing un-
healthy ultra processed foods
to flood the country's food
chain, the letter added.

Cotton research
centre in Adilabad

Toor dal seed centre at Tandur will also be developed: Niranjan

STATE BUREAU —oo will be constituted to study
HYDERARAD traditional cultivation meth-
A committee will ods for oil palm cultivation,
The agriculture sector is he cansttuted ta apart from making the best
[ ing as the most remu- e usage of modern technology
nerative and leading em- | study traditional for agricultural develop-
ployment sector in Telan- cultivation ment,
gana, with the State methods for oil The officials were di-
vernment's farmer S rected to acquire n
endly and market-driven palm cultivation fand for the etabishment of
policies. Agriculture Minis- - a new oil factory at Vem-
ter S Niranjan Reddy stated SNN.II:II:DW suru in Khammam district
that besides crop diversifi- AGRICULTUREMINSTER ;1 der Telangana Oil Feder-
cation, there was extensive ation (TS Oilfed) inaddition
research activities were to the existing one at Ash-
being oted throughthe meeting on the government wargfveh. Plans are afoot to
agri e research sta- policies, agricultural  establish two more oil palm
tions in the State, and farmer-friendly  factories in Siddipet and
Considering the demand initiatives amcng others Mahabubabad as well asan-
for Telangana cotton in the  with the officials of Agricul-  other four oil palm factories
international market, the ture, Horticulture, Market- in the next six months.
State government has de- ingand Cooperative depart- Rythu Bandhu Samithi
cided to establish a cotton ments alon, with chairman and MLC Palla
research centre in Adilabad  agricultural and horticul- Rajeshwar Reddy, Agricul-
atthe earliest. Inthis regard, tural universities and other ture Secretary Raghunan-
the Minister said the gov- officials here on Tuesday. dan Rao, Prof Jayashankar
ernment was extending all Niranjan Reddy said not Telangana State Agriculture
support for research and confiningto Hyderabadand University vice-chancellor
setting up basic amenitiesin  its surroundings, vegetable Praveen Rao, Sri Konda Lax-
this regard. Further, the toor  cultivation should be en- man Horticulture Univer-

dal seed research centre at
Tandur also will be devel-
He chaired a review

couraged extensively in
towns and municipal corpo-
ration limits. A committee

sity vice-chancellor Neeraja
Prabhakar, and other offi-
cials were present,
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FY23fertiliser subsidies may not last ﬁdl yr: Experts

SANIEER MUKHERIEE
Hew Delbii, & February

Thenear 25 per cent drog in fer-
tiliser subskdies in Fy23, as laid
out jin the Union Budget, has
opened up three possibilites.

The first is the Cemre not  cent more than this notional The price has moderated a bit e 23,200-3.300 per bag.
axpecting intemationnd prices to - requiremeant. since the first week of Januany
rernainat the same elevated Jevel Butwhetherthis s enoughto 2022, beforewhich ithad climbed Going forward
next yearas was the case thisyear.  meet the full year's requirement o even $959 per fonne (In Most  experts and market
This would bring down the bur- is & million-dollar question, November 2021), INTERNATIONAL PRICES {In%onne)  watchers say much will depend
den in the momntls ahed. Market sources said given the In the case of imported di- T ApF1,'7 Jan28.Z2 % change on how erude ofl and gas prices
The secomd is the likely hike  current market prices of all fer-  ammonia phosphate (DAP), the il il e in e net financial yeir.
in retail rates. tilisers and the priceoutlook, the  global prices have moved up from . Urea 357 B6Y 3.2 [ The expectation is as the
And thethind, and mostlikely,  Budget allocation for fertilisers 400 per onne in April 2021 1o Amonia w0 900 105,30 major consuming countries in
scenario is the Centre injecting  In FY23 should last six-Seven 930 as of January 2022 a rise of - the world enter their summer
more funds into fertiliser sub-  months, Thereafler, another fre- 325 percent. _l‘hﬂ:il?l_‘l_llfl_(_ﬂ_tld _7”__15’0 _6_730 ji=—=] _ seasof, consumption will go
sichies i the mickille of the year—  sh infusion might be needed if Urea is the most widely con-  Finished DAP 400 930 132.50 [ o, which will helpin bringing

as it has been doing for the past
wo fiscal years — if global rares
sk In FY22, the Centre had
Bndgeted the fertiliser subsidies
o beabout FT9.530crone, but with
the year corming o an end, it has
pegged the revised subsidies at
more thanTLAD trillion, & jump of
7ol per cent.

OfF all the possibilities, tade
and market sources sald the sec-

Usually in & normal year, the
Centre neads 1o allocate about
180,000 crore as subsidles for
both urea and non-urea fertil-
fsers, In Fy23, though lower than
the Revised Estimates, the
Budget allocation is still 3.5 per

the market conditions persist,
“The global fertiliser market
sy namic and a 1ot depends on
how prices of crudke ofl, gas, and
perrolenm move in FY23 and
alzo how peopolitical rensions
ply but nonetheless, the con-
sensus is that a subsidy of 105
trillion in the Budget for fertil-
isers should last  six-seven
months at the current level of

Pricespike

The data from varous agencles
shows that in the current fiscal
year th Binuary 28, 2022, the price
of urea in inermational markets
went up from 8357 per onne to
about $869 per tonne.

sumed fertiliser in India, followed
by DAP.

Tn DAP, almrost half theannual
tlomestic cotsumplion is pro-
duoed] locally, while the rest has
1o b Emported,

In the case of urea, India
anmeally consumes around 33
million tonnes, of which almost
70 per cent ks domestically pro-
duged,

Soure: Trade and sistry

phorcacsd that gointo its making
Batss Lew Dl Emypesrtedd.

The price of ammonia in
warld markets in rhis financial
vear moved up from §430 per
torme fo $900 as on Januwary 22,
022, whilke phosphoric acld dur-
ing the same pertod has dsen
from $795 per tonne to $1,330.

kargely findshed DAP and its key
inptts, the Contre had first
infused abour TS000. crore as
fertiliser subsidy in June and
then topped it upwith round of
infusion In October 2021
because prices didn't show any
slgn of falling.

Bocause of the sharp rise In

material, leading o an acute
shortage ahead of the Key mbl
sowing season.

Al present, DAP is being sold
im retadl markets at 21,200 per 50
ks bag while trude sournces said
the non=subsidised price should

diown imported LNG prices and
il the govermment intervenes
then the domestic pooled gas
price will also stabifise,

“1 think the Centre has kept
the fentiliser subsidics at a fairly
repsonee leve] bacause if they
had over-provisioned theninter-
national players would have
raised rates, knowing then Indéa
will subsidise the same for its

oid or the thind scenario looked  consumption.” a seniorindustry Inthe case of DAP, alimest the Becamse of this sharp global prices, companies stopped  colsumers,” & senior industry
most probable. official said. entire ammonia and the phos-  increase in global prices of importing DAP and thelr row  official said.
—r — B S — F W —

Pests destroy chilli
in over 30,000 acres

Farmers from Suryapet, Nalgonda districts in distress

PSRINIVAS
Surpacet

Chilli farmers are facin
huge logses in Nalgonda
apet districts due in-
festing of western Hower
thrips to the horticulture
crop in thousands of acres

ofland. The farmers took up
cultivation of chilli crop in
27 A72 acres in Suryapet dis-
e It i gk:t a.n;i in 3,073 acres on
& % Ils'ﬂ'll A
Uiniversity, Palampur, on Monday. pHoTo: REMHOER 5000 Maore than 28 lakh tonnes
of chill crop is estimated to A jurmser cloaring his dumaged chitli coop in his omeeene ko,
1 ] 3 he prl)dl.lceﬂ iﬂ Sur}'s | T Jfl\'arpm'l'.r |'|1.\|.'|'\.1:|T|.'l alixeric
Scientists must contribute to  Zsui i
season. Om an @ 3 !.ng ﬂlem last week. To
f - . , around 12 tonmes of chilli We are trying to i crops, he spent
arming, seed pr otection: GUV  opwoulabe per additional maney for pesti-
an acre. But, the farmers | Créateawareness cides, but in vain.
Dur CORRESPONDENT conservation of loeal  tive. Hedirected the univer- could get just 10 percent of among farmers on the
seeds, along with tradi-  sity 10 adopl some schools the expected yield, ie. methods ta protect Awareness .
PALAMPLIR, FERRLARY 7 tional farming. The Gover-  to promote medicinal plants argund six quintal per acre their crops from Assistant Director of Horti-
Governor Rajendra Vish-  nor also visited the Dr GC and make students aware due toml’ﬂtl of western thrips, says officlal culture Sridhar told Telan-
wanath Arlekar interacted  Negi College of Velerinary  aboul the quality of such flower thrips. The situation gana Today that horticul-
with the heads of depart-  and Animal Scienes. plants, The traditional also sllmr.n‘ impact on the b tural  scientists ﬂm
ments nnd stedents at the He said the curriculum  seeds should be protected green chilli prices in the examined the infested chi
Chaudhary Sarwan was previously prepared and a biodiversity register ;?h m;bjkﬁs The E;‘:a{zndﬂy'vimaaahﬁ m in some mandals in
Kumar (CSK) Himachal keeping in mind the needs should be made at the pan- miedm Rs 20 m“,ﬁ':; t s from a nursery in "‘W: are trying to create
Prodeh Al Ust of e s gl G e o piceolmdchiling dbo Kbammamdsvitintatol  srenss dmont he ol
and  stressed  working  system was progressing.  expressed concern over the hmﬁﬁm the next ﬂﬁmﬁm mﬁeﬁe mﬂ?um
towards development and Now, the need was o lay  Increasing drug addiction o stage. Labour charges for Erestem ﬂl}w';rm thrips
emphasis on the requine-  among the youth. All must Losing plucking of chilieswouldbe  Western Aower th iESl.IE-
yment of today™s society and  fight together apgainst the Aﬁmm\’mhﬁh. mare than the price to get  was reduced in A akur
tn_!akn_-r:lu_rnhn.:b forward in menace, he added. who was native of Loyapally  from the crop, hencehe has  (S) and Chivvemla mandals
this direction. There was a Earlier, Vice-Chancellor in S‘nryapet district, has decided toremove the chilli  where the farmers followed
netd o change research  Prof HE Chaudhary wel- ploughed his four-month-  farm. He requested the State thewmmsufﬂ'ehmi.
and eurriculum, he said comed the Governor and old i field in his one acre mumnumm, culture officers. The
Arlekar suid traditional  apgprised him of the sctivie land using a tractor due to pmﬂ‘!iﬂl to save the farm-  lems is still continuing
agriculture should be pro-  ties and achievements of infestation of western remaining mandals,” he
mobed in the rght perspec-  the university thrips. hmthe‘r farmer Valapu said.
Dr Mandeep  Sharma, Eﬁspentksl.?lal&hhrin- Mallaish said that he has A clear picture on crop
Dean of Dr GC Negi College vestment of chilli cultiva-  spent near Bs 2 lakh for in- can be estimated
of Veterinary and Animal tion, but resorted toact after  vestment for cultivation of unlyagerp]ucki.ngofchilli
Science, presented the vote losing hope that he would  chilli in his one acre at Loy-  crop by the farmers in the
of thanks. get even get one quintal of ally. But, he got only 50 first week of March, he
chilli. Speaking to Telan- Iq?:.'e-t! chilli while hanrest- added.
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Millets: APEDA eyes doubling of footprint

Global trade rankings

" Canada is the top exporter with shipments at 593.16 million
" US stands at No. 2 position with 558,15 million exports
 India is fifth; exports fell to $26.73 million in 2020 from $30.82

PRABHUDUTTA MISHRA

New Delhi, February 4

With 2023 being announced
as the International Year of
Millets, India’s agri export
promotion  body, APEDA,
wants to expand the coun-
try's export footprint to 100
countries from the current
50, in the next two years. Be-
sides, it is working on
strategies to boost overall ag-
riculture products’ exports in
countries other than the top
buyers.

“Currently, our products
are going to about 190 coun-
tries. The challenge is to im-
prove the volume in other
than the top 10 countries,
while sustaining the growth
in major buying nations,"
said M Angamuthu, chairman
of Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (APEDA).

The global millets marketis

estimated to grow to over $12
billion by 2025 from the cur-
rent $9 billion.

Although India's shares in
the production of millets is
around 41 per cent with an an-
nual output of about 12 mil-
lion tonnes (mt), the coun-
y's exports were 87,558
tonnes in2020-21, up16.32 per
cent from the previous year.
The bulk of India's exports
(60 per cent) go to Nepal, the
UAE and Saudi Arabia. The
share of top 10 countries in
the total volume is 87 per
cent.

Tapping newer markets

In the top millets importing
countries such as Indonesia,
Belgium, |apan, Germany,
Mexico, Italy and Brazil, In-
dia's presence is nearly zero,
and these markets can be
tapped with higher focus,
trade sources said, While mil-

millien in 2019

lets, both as raw materials
and in the form of value-ad-
ded products, should be ex-
ported, the Centre should roll
out an export-centric produc-
tion incentive in partnership
with State governments, an
exporter said, as it would also
helpin crop diversification.

According to [ITC Trade
Map, India dropped to the
fifth position in global trade,
below Ukraine, as its export
fell to $26.73 million in 2020.
There is a big gap between In-
dia and the US, which is at
number two with % 58.15 mil-
lion exports.

During the Budger, Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said, “Support will be
provided for post-harvest
value addition,enhancing do-
mestic consumption, and for
branding millet products na-
tionally and internationally.”

Angamuthu said APEDA
has already signed an Mol
with Indian Institute of Millet
Research (IIMR) for export-
oriented production of mil-
lets and for making a strategy
for their promotion in the in-
ternational market. It has or-
ganised many virtual buyer-
seller meetings where Indian
embassy officials also took
part.

Fertiliser firms asked to increase DAP
production to meet rabi season demand

No ‘acute’ shortage
of the fertiliser,
Centre tells RS

AJVINAYAK
Mangalun, February 8

The Union government has asked
fertiliser companies to manufac-
ture additional DAP (diam-
monium phosphate) to meet the
demands during the current rabi
season. In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday, Mansukh
Madaviya, Union Minister for
Chemicals and Fertilisers, said
there is no acute shortage of DAP
fertiliser in the country.

However, in between the sea-
son, some States reported short-
fall of DAPfertiliser, particularly in
a few districts. Accordingly, based
on the requests of State govern
ments, DAP rakes were moved to
meer the requirement.

The overall availability of DAP
fertilizer in the country is com-

__

Nearly half of the demand for
chemical pesticides came from
Maharashtra, UP and Telangana

fortable during the ongoing rabi
season 202122,the minister said.
On the initiatives taken by the
Government to increase DAP pro-
ductioninthe country, he said the
Department of Fertilisers has in-
structed companies to manufac-
ture additional DAP by using the
NPK stream for DAP production
on “no profit no loss” basis over
and above the ongoing produc-
tion of DAP. This is aimed at meet-
ing the demand of the farming
community. He said that a
roadmap isin place to ensure reg-

ular and sufficient supply of raw
material/finished fertilizers from
various countries under long
fermarrangement.

Pesiticide demand
Nearly half of the country's de-
mand for chemical pesticides in
2020-21 came from the three
States— Maharashtra, Uttar Pra-
desh and Telangana. Almost 46.38
per cent of the demand for 70,668
tonnes of chemical pesticides was
from these three States.
Maharashtra contributed
nearly one-fifth of the country's
demand for chemical pesticides
during 202021, While Maha-
rashrra led the demand for chem-
ical pesticides at14,396 tonnes, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Telangana
followed itwith 11,850 tonnes and
6,535 tonnes, respectively, during
the period. The demand from
other agriculture-centric States
such as Punjab and Harvana for
chemical pesticides was at 5700

tonnes and 4,200 tonnes of, re-
spectively, during 202021,

Some 5tates in India do not use
chemical pesticides. In a written
reply in Rajya Sabha on Tuesday,
Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Min-
ister for Health and Family Wel-
fare and Chemicals and Fertil
izers, said the northeastern States
such as Meghalaya and Sikkim
have been notified as ‘organic
State’. The reply said the informa-
tion is based on inputs provided
by States and Union Territories
during zonal conferences on
plant protection for kharif and
rabi seasons. It also said the use
and requirement of pesticidesare
based on specific pests and dis-
eases in agriculture in the States
and Union Territories. Comparat-
ively, the demand for chemical
pesticides across the country has
come down from73,244 tonnesin
201819 to 70,668 tonnes in 2020-
21.The country's demand stood at
69,211 tonnes in 2019-20,
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Industry dept using drones to lift Lakadong turmeric in Meghalaya

PHS B NEW DELHI

The commerce and industry
ministey on Saturday said it is
promoting use of drones for
transportation of famous
Lakadong turmeric from

Meghalaya to other parts of

the country with an aim w0
resolve first mile connectivi-
ty issues of farmers from the
himterland.

Lakadong turmeric has
bheen identified under the
One District, One Product
{ODOP] Initiative of the
Department for Promotion of
Indusiry and Internal Trade
(DPHT) as a product with
huge potential for growth
and export from West Jaintia
Hills, a district of Meghalaya.

"West Jaintia Hills today
witnessed the first-of-its-kind
Fly-Off Event to demonstrate
the use of novel and innova-
tive drone/UAV technology
for payload delivery, that
coulld serve as o model of solv-
ing the first mile connectivi-
ty issues for Lakadong
Turmeric farmers from the
hinterland,” the minisiry said
in a statement.

Sumita Dawra, Additional
secretary, DPIHT gaid that
this cvent was a first step
towards showeasing the inno-
vative solutions that can pro-
pel first mile connectivity,

The fiyoff event would nm
only to give a fillip 1o the
ODOP initiative but also
leverage modern technology

as o fundamemal solution to
overcome the bottleneck of
transportation that acts as a
barrier in realizing the opti-

mal potential of this spice

from Meghalava, she said,
Despite Linddia being the

world's largest turmeric pro-

ducer and exporier, turmeric
imports had also been
increasing. .

It said that in spite of the
highest curcumin content and
excellent potential for domes-
tic sales and export, Lakadong
turmeric faces severe market
access issues due to the
remoteness of the location,
lllPt‘ﬁl aphy and terrain.

us, buyers have to incur
additinnal cnsl-s to transport
the goods from the villages via
local pick-up trucks till the
major transporters’ loading
point, Additional costs of
transportation and delays in
the same act us barriers [ dis-
incentives for the buyer in the
process of procurement,” it
added.

This turmeric has the high
est curcumin content of 7-9
per centlin comparison to 3
percent or less in other vari-
eties). Meghalaya has also
applied for a4 Geographical
Indication tag for Lakadong
farmaeric.

The percentage of curcum-
in and olcoresin content in
lurmeric determines its
demand by the industry and
the price. India is the largest
producer and exporter of
turmeric. India exported US1
236.5 million worth of
turmeric in 2018 from USD
182.53 million in 2017,

India produces 78 per cent
of the worlds turmeric. In
2018-19, urmeric produc-
tion was 389 thousand tonnes.

States urged to facilitate private
investment in agr1cu]ture sector

Farmers’ bodies see
this as the option
after Centre

scraps farm laws

RADHESHYAM JADHAV

Pune, February 8

For decades, grape growers in
Sangli district, Maharashtra,
have experimented with vari-
eties and exported them.
Many of them, however, still
struggle to access basic infra-
structure like roads, con-
nectivity, cold storage, and
transportation.

In rural Osmanabad, farm-
ers don't hope to see these fa-
cilities in the near future-
. Farmer organisations want
State governments to facilitate
private investment in
agriculture.

‘No growth sans investment’
Yogesh Thorat, managing dir-

Anil Ghanwat, President,
Shetkari Sanghatana

ector of MahaFPC, a consor-
tium of farmer producer com-
panies in Maharashtra, argues
that investment would have
flowed into the agribusiness
infrastructure supply chain
had the farm laws been
approved.

Recent developments have
shaken the confidence of in-
vestors in the agri sector, he
said. Many in the FPC move-
ment echoed Thorat's view
that public investment would
not bring any reforms in agri-
culture and other investment

avenues must be tapped, i
cludinga market-led sysrem.

Expectations from States
Shetkari Sanghatana leader
Anil Ghanwat wants State gov-
ernments to help private play-
ers invest in agriculture. He
said that without capital and
technological freedom, farm-
ers cannot survive on agricul-
ture alone.

“If the Union government is
not able to take farm reforms
forward, States must make
provisions in State laws to in-
troduce reforms that will at-
tract private investment. [ am
not sure how agriculture and
farmers will sustain without
investment,” says Sayaji Mane,
a farmer from Sangli The
Union government has admit-
ted that private corporate in-
vestments need to be crowded
in by offering an appropriate
policy framework and an in-
crease in publicinvestment.
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‘Centre to ensure higher opening stock
of urea, DAP for next kharif season’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, February 9

TO ENSURE ADEQUATE and
timely supply of fertilisers to
farmers in the next kharif sea-
son, 2022, the government
targets higher-than expected
opening stock of urea and di-
ammonium phosphate (DAP)
nutrients,a senior government
official said on Wednesday.

Normally, sowing in the
kharif (summer) season begins
with the onset of Southwest
monsoon in July. However, the
fertiliser requirement for the
kharif season is mostly
between Apriland September.

Stating thatadvance prepa-
rations have been made to
source the fertilisers and raw
materials from the global mar-
ket for the next season, the
official said this will help in
maintaining higher-than-
expected opening stocks of
urea and DAP,which are widely
consumed in the country.

The opening stock of DAPis

the kharif season is mostly
during April-September

estimated to be 25 lakh tonne
for the 2022 kharif season,
higherthan 14.5 lakh tonne in
the 2021 season.

The opening stock of urea
would be 60 lakh tonne for the
next kharif season as against
50 lakh tonne in the 2021
kharif season, the official
added.

The government official
further said India is in talks
with several countries and
exploring long-term agree-

“Over Time, Drone Services will be Cheape

Ramesh Chand. member of NITI Aayog,
savs the cost of drone services will come
down when demand increases and that
the agriculture drone market will grow
exponentially in India. Edited excerpts
froman interview with MNandan
Sharma:

‘What's the rationale behind the govern-
ment'srecent pushfor

Use of drones in agriculture will have
many benefits, First, it will achieve the
goal of precision farming (Information
technology-based farm management).

human health,
Use of drones

ACFI NEWSLETTER

It will improve efficiency, re-
duce cost and promote quality.
Manual spraving of pesticides,
for example, leads to uneven
distribution whereas drones do
it precisely. An advanced drone
will be able to control the spray
as it will automatically leave out
areaswherecrops are not infected
by any disease. Second, spraying
pesticides using drones will
minimise hazards on

soeds too,

ments forsupply of the key soil
nutrients.

The advance preparation is
being done as global fertiliser
prices continue to be ruling
high amid tight supplies
affected by the Covid-19 pan-
demic and restrictions
imposed by China from where
India imports 45% of its DAP
requirement and some quan-
tities of urea, the official added.

Unlike urea, the prices of
DAPand other phosphatic fer-
tilisers are fixed by private
companies. A rise in global
prices of raw materials has
influenced domestic DAP
rates.

However, the government
raised the nutrient-based sub-
sidyon DAPand NPK fertilisers
separately for 2021 kharifand
the ongoing rabi season to
ensure farmers get the soil
nutrients at affordable rates.

The government also
asked companies not to sell
DAPat more than ¥1,200 per
bag of 50 kg.

will be more helplul for tall
crops such as sugarcane. In
thefuture, the functioning of
drones will keep expanding.
[t can be used for planting

NITI Aayog has hm:zn push-
ing for drones inagriculture
for some time now. Earlier,
a lot of permissions were re-
quired tofly a drone, [fa drone
completed ane spray, it
again needed per-
mission for the

rthan Human

Don't you!
holdingsw
Tomy min
it is not ep
buy atrac!
hire dron
companie:
agencies t
landholde

secand fMight. Now such provisions have
been discarded.

Will farmers be able to pay for sucha costly
service?

Drone services are costly initially, Over
time it will be cheaper than human labour
because of the sheer economies of scale.
Lt us give this new application a chance.
Suppose a group of farmers hives a drone
for one cluster, cost per farmer will come
down. Also, we will have to factor in the
cost of human health in manual spraying
versusspraying by drones.

Onece the
oftdrones w
of a fow we
then. Agri
willgrowe
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‘India needs to allow import
of new tech in biopesticides

PFRABHUDUTIA MISHRA
B Dodnl, Rebraany 11
FMC Imclia, a leading plaver in
agrochemical sector, has secnits
tuemover Incrasing to about
5400 millken from about 540
milllicn in past seven years and
has béen growing above industry
average of 67 per cent. thanks o
its targeted approach to provide
latest technologles to small and
marnginal farmers.
Inaningerview
with BusimessLine, FMC India’s
preddent Ravi Annavarapu
covered topics such as natural
farming toapplicationof
pesticidesthrough drones and
why the countrny’s agriculture is
pevisied for sustainale growth.

Excerpis:
Government  has  an-
nounced subsidy scheme to

promote wse ol drones in
application of pesticides,
How do you view rthis
development?

| think drones are key for
spraving posticides. A ot of
awareness s required tor the
farmer and there will be 2
whole new laver of (nlrastnc-
ture and service providers 1o be
developed, A sevice provider
will have to develop a network
of people who are trained and
knowledueable. 1 think that
will take some time. | applaud
the government for bringing
in the regulatory dary so
quickiv

Willitreduce or increase the
consumption of pesticides?
It willimprove the elliciency ol
applving pesticides, I will re-
duce the Iosses due o weeds.
Above all, it will devedop rural
entrepreneurship as they will
be trained by companies like us
on how to safely and eficientdy
use these products, Also, spuri-
ous products will give way 1o
right products, unless some-
body really colludes. Mewer
technologies will give way o
older chemisiries. 5o, we are
apimistic that drones would
do significant good to the agri-
culture,

Yoo aresupposed o spray in
A certain way  Insecticides
shinlel e sprayed with the line
mist, herhicides are supposed
o b spraved wich code stop
droplets which have o Lall on
the specific weed for it 1o have
the rightefficacy. With a drone
wou can mine the approach - at
the right place, at right timein
e rightway.

Whether drones can really
replace the entire spraying
operations, which are
currently done manually?

o

There is room to
streamiing the process
to accelerate the oooess
of new technologies

Jor formers

RAVI ANMAVARAPU
President, TML India

At Uhis pHrine we zel o see a lot
ofwork going on. Weare doing
trials with drones. There'sa lot
of learning, globalhe 1 know it's
not going to replace manual
spraving  wially. Companios
like ours have a role o play be
cause we understand how 1o
usedrones inather parts of the
world, If's about bringing that
learming during the irials. Bu
[t won't be applicable toall the
sepments, Need for manualin
tervention will be there while
using  boom  Spravers  or
tractor-monned Spravers.

As the government has
changed the narrative
towards a chemical-free
farming, where do you see
yoursell in bio-pesticides or
other biological products?
We.are one of the leaders in the
igoggical space, globally We
have some ol Ue best and most
advanced biclogical producis-
specific strains comparabile fo
performance of chemical pest-
cidles. The challenge we have &5
the regulatory environment in
India You cannot make an ap-
plication to the Central Insect-
fcide Board, there's no prin.
sion for It The govermment has
to recognise that global rech
nologies will really help the
farmers in organic seclor alse,
Our objective is o bring
those rechnelogies o India
and then grow them here, so
that Make in India’ happens.

How Is India’s R&D
emvironment inagriculture?
Because mostly what we hear
is from public sector and very
few in-house developments
Inthe private sector,

It akees a Do i, seven years
almaost, from the timeyou start
evaluating a new candidate to
the time it hies the market, -
dia is one of the longest regu-
lated  regimes compared 10
anvwhere globally. In other
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places, itcould take as short as
01E T0 TWo vears, There isroom
Lo strearmhinne U process o ac
celerate the access of new tech-
nologles for the farmers,
Though the approval of the
Cendral Insecticide  Board s
valld all over the country, there
is also Srae licensing. Some
Sates are  relatively  ouidk,
some take alietde longer You've
got o gel manufacurng k-
censes, $o wherever you are
making these products, sach
state has Lo provide you.

How do youview the
Pesticides Management Bill?
Thare are a ot of views aroumnd
thar, We are also actively trying
1o gl our perspective heard
through the industry associ-
ations. There's still a lotof room
lerr irl[emil.'i-.ing PV alors
and giving data protection.
Peoplewhoare generadng a loc
of thisinitial daca ona new mo-
leule glebally, s acceprid
practice o give them data pro-
recrion. There are also some
prowisions on criminal offence
which the government shioulkd
really reconsider,

With regard toyour business
in India, how has been the
perfonmance?

The India Dusiness is some
where berwean 5370 and 5400
million (£2800-3,000 crore)
that we had sharedwith ourin-
vestors last year We  have
prown substantially - from
$0-50 million range &7 years
Ao Indiaisavery alractive ag-
ricultural space overall, karm-
ersare hungry for high quality,
sustainable products and we
are here to invest In RRIY in
bringing those products. Glob-
ally India is one of dretop three
markets for BMC, others are
Brazil and the US India is
proised forgrowih (in crop pro-
tection) regandloss of what

vou're hearingas itis critical for

foroel securiey,

As yoll have also crop
nutrients products, whatls
the ratio between crop
nutrients and crop protection
inyour turnoverin India?
Crop nutrients are relatively
smaller  business.  Unfortu-
mately, lean't give vou the exact
numbers, but itis growing very
rapidly. We are working with
farmers o understand  soil
health deficiency. For me, i is
really sarisfving when you see
whart you're providing. The dif-
ference that it is making from
quality perspective, orop nutri-
tion space has bright futre in
Imdia.

Soybean arrivals

drop on poor

market demand

FE BUREAU
Pune, February 11

SOYBEAN
BETWEEN October 2021 and
January 2022 have dropped to
48 lakh tonnes on poor market
demand.Crushinghasalsogone
down te 27.50 lakh tonnes in
the same period as farmers are
holding back stocks, according
to the data released by the Soy-
bean Processors Association of
India (SOPA).
Lastyear, thearrivalswere 64
lakh tonnes in the same corre-
sponding period,while crushing
was also higher at 46 lakh
tonnes. DN Pathak, executive
director said that imports have
resulted in poor demand in the
marketand thereislittle offtake
as the poultry industry has
reduced inclusion of soybean
meal in their feed. Slow farmer
selling has reduced oilseed
crushing in India and farmers
are holding back the crop in
anticipation of better prices.

T T

st | i

FIRTRR BT

= iiel i arft & v
aft it # : 3w g

I R A W

e & T TP

frap i R

7 sl freee
st

mmm*w
L w3 o B )

il
13
i
143

T
i
H
1y

B
4

ARRIVALS

W R g
il B s i o

Crushing has alse gone

down to 27.50 lakh

tonnes in the same period

as farmers are holding
back stocks

In October 2020, soybean
futures were trading at around
¥3,800 per quintal, but prices
jumped to a record Rs 10,680
per quintal in August 2021 on
lower output and strong
demand from the poultry
industry. Farmers, therefore,
decided to expand the planted
area resulting in an output of
118.89 lakh tonnes for the
October 2021 to September
2022 period as compared to
104.55 lakh tonnes for the last
year’s corresponding period.
The Centre took a number of
steps to lower soyreal and edi-
bleoil prices,includingallowing
the first ever imports of geneti-
cally modified soymeal and
slashing edible oilimport taxes.
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Farm mechanisation: ICAR asks States
to set up separate agri-engineering units

PRABHUDUTTA MISHRA

New Delhl, February 10

As India loses over Illakh
crore annually due to post-har-
vest losses, the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
has suggested creation of sep-
arate directorate of agriculture
engineering at least at block
level in every State as it could
help substantially reduce the
losses and boost farmers'
income.

“Agriculture engineers are
not available even at district
levels in most of the States.
Even if they are available their
services have been utilised in
other areas like seeds distribu-
tion in those States where
there is no separate director-
ate,” said SN Jha, Deputy Dir-
ector General (engineering) at
ICAR. He has urged the Agricul-
ture Ministry to impress upon
States to create separate direct-
orafte of agriculture
engineering.

Expressing concern that the
talent of agriculture engineers

New Delhi: The Centre on
Monday said it has reduced the
Agri-cess oncrude palm oil (CPO)
from 7.5 per cent to 5 per cent.
Thiswillbenefitthe domesticed-
ible oil refiners and also check
prices of cooking oils, the Union
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution said.

ACFI NEWSLETTER

are not tapped to their poten-
tial, [ha said there will be triple
benefits — employment gener-
ation, reduction in post-har-
vest losses and increase in
farmers’ income.

Post-harvest losses

The range of average post-har-
vest losses for foodgrains, oil-
seeds, fruits and vegetables
have been estimated at
4.65-15.88 per cent val-

ued at 92,651 crore at

milk together have 78 per cent
share in the total post-harvest
losses, the study found. Of this,
horticulture produce has the
highest 34 per cent share due
to their perishable nature.
Citing the examples of Tamil
Nadu and Madhya Pradesh,
where separate directorate of
agriculture engineering has
been created, Jha said such
step will aid in the
growth of agriculture
SecCror.

2014 prices, according QP As mechanisation is

to a study by Ludhiana- the way forward in

based Central Institute farming, he said it is an

of Post Harvest Engin- agriculture  engineer
HIF 3T

eering & Technology
(CIPHET).

[t had found that overall
losses have gone down by two
per cent between 2005-06 and
2013-14 mainly due to improve-
ment in infrastructure and
transport facilities.

Paddy, wheat, chana, soya-
bean, tomato, onion, potato,
banana, mango, coconut, sug-
arcane, fish, poultry meat and

“With a view to provide fur-
ther relief to consumers and to
keep in check any further rise in
the prices of domestic edible oils
due to rise in the prices of edible
oils globally, the Government of
India has reduced the agri-cess for
Crude Palm Oil from 7.5% to 5%
with effect from 12th February,

ICAR

who understands both
engineering and agri-
culture can do justice even in
case of application of pesti-
cides through drone.

He has urged the Karnataka
government, which is the first
State in the country to set up a
separate directorate of second-
ary agriculture, to include agri-
cultural  engineering  also
within the new set-up.

Centre cuts agri-cess on crude palm oil

2022, the ministry said. “After re-
duction of the agri-cess, the im-
port tax gap between CPO and
Refined Palm Oil hasincreased to
8.25%.Theincrease inthe gap be-
tween the CPO and Refined Palm
Oil will benefit the domestic re-
fining industrytoimport crude oil
for refining,” it said. ENS
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The department of agriculture estimates

that the service ofadrone that has the capac-

ity to carry a 10 kg payload will cost 2350-450
per acre. The caleulation is based on the as-
sumption that a drone equipped with mul-
tiple batteries will be utilised for at least six
hoursa day, covering about 30 acres of farm-
land. The cost of operation could vary, de-
pendingon the type of crop and topography.

According to the database of the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), as many as 558 drones had a unigue
identification number ason February 9, The
model number, weight and category of each
droneare noted. Thecategories include nano
(up to 250 gram), micro{up to2 kgjand small
(225 ke). Thereare 22 registered drone man-
ufactures and importers in India, according
to the database. Models such as Omni Agri
01(2kg) and Agribot UAV (23 kg) are mainly
used for agriculture.

“Use of ‘Kisan Drones’ will be promoted for
crop assessment, digitization of land records,
spraying of insecticides, and nutrients”

Nirmala Sitharaman, FM, in her budget speechon Feb 1

According to the government’s SOP, only
agriculture drones approved by the DGCA
are permitted to fly. The pilots, who operate
the drones, have to be DGCA-certified too.
Agriculture drones with a 10 kg payload are
considered most suitable for spraying from
a height of 1-3 m over the crop canopy, ac-
cording toan official in the department. The
agri-drone SOP also adds that the pilot must
not consume alcohol for eight hours prior to
flving, and that it must not fly over a gather-
ing of people or private properties without
permission.

Delhi-based company Matrix Geo
Solutions, which has 15 drones, has been
providing services since 2014. Its cofounder
AmitSharmasays, sofar, only twoofitstrips
have been connected to agriculture — for
an assessment of sugarcane crop in UPand
to fight the locust attack of 2020. He says it
makes economic sense for a drone company
to visit a farm, provided it gets an order for
£12,000-15,000a day.

On Wednesday, India banned the import
of foreign drones except those used for re-
search and development, defence and secu-

Crystal Crop floats new entity
to retail agrochem products

VISHWANATH KULKARNI
Eengalurnu, February 10
Crystal Crop Protection Ltd
has floated a new entity - Saf-
fire Crop Science - for retail-
ing of agro-chemical
products. The new venture
will leverage technology to of-
fer crop solutions and ser-
vices and help expand the
market reach for the parent
company across the country.
Saffire has been operational
in Maharashtra for some time
now, where Crystal Crop has
been test piloting the concept
of a separate entity to retail
the agro-chem products.

Portfolio

Saffire currently has a portfo-
lio of over 50 products includ-
ing insecticides, herbicides,
fungicides, plant growth reg-
ulators and bio-stimulants. It
is also setting up its own net-
work of over 2,500 distribut-
ors and partnerships to retail
the products across the coun-
try. Ankur Aggarwal, Man-

ACFI NEWSLETTER

aging Director, Crystal Crop
Protection, said the rationale
of setting up a separate ven-
ture is to build a platform for
a deeper penetration in the
domestic market.

Aggarwal said the usage of
agrochemicals in India is
lower when compared to the
world average. The Indian
agrochemical  market is
largely fragmented and is es-
timated at around 22,000
crore. The market is expected
to grow between 8-10 per cent
annually for the next 10 years,
Aggarwal said, Having a sep-
arate marketing entity will

Ankur Aggarwal, MD,
Crystal Crop Protection Ltd

help the Crystal Group, which
is also into seeds and farm
mechanisation, sustain and
expand its market share in
the Indian agro chemical seg-
ment.

No product overlap

While stating that there won't
be any product overlap
between the two companies,
Aggarwal said Saffire will have
its distribution and partner-
ship model. Saffire will also
distribute products manufac-
tured by global players, in ad-
dition to those produced by
the parent company. About 10
per cent of the products to be
sold by Saffire will be from the
global companies, Aggarwal
said.

Saffire will be leveraging
various [T tools and technolo-
gies, besides partnering with
various agri-tech start-ups for
an enhanced market reach.
Saffire is eyeing a turnover of
500 crore in five years, Ag-
garwal said.
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Govt committed for education,
farmers' welfare: Haryana CM

AGENCIES
CHANDIGARH, 19 FEBRUARY

Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Saturday said
keeping in mind the vision of
modern Haryana, this time the
state Budget will give prior-
ity to promises made to the
people.

The Chief Minister was
speaking during a virtual
meeting with party leaders and
workers in Delhi. He said the
government is committed
for education, agriculture
and farmers' welfare. "What-
ever will be good for the pub-

(U
lic, work is being done in
that direction."”

The state is also working
for the development of
Haryanvi culture and tourism,
hesaid. The governmentis also

4

working for the welfare of
the ex-servicemen and the sol-
diers.

The Chief Minister said
before preparing the Bud-
get, suggestions were invit-
ed. Pre-Budget discussions
were held with major depart-
ments. "It is the effort of the
government that the Budget
isbeing prepared keepingin
mind the all-round develop-
ment and the future of
Haryana," an official statement
quoting Khattar said.

The Budget session of the
Vidhan Sabha will begin from
March 2.

l‘drmers employ Al-powered drones to fi ght (,rop dlseases, msetts
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Centre, 2 states ink $115 mln loan pact
with World Bank for agriculture sector

The Centre along with the governments of Karnataka and
Odisha have signed a loan agreement of $115 min with the World
Bank to boost the agricultural sector, the finance ministry said
on Friday in a release. "The new programme will help the
participating state governments in their efforts to transform watershed
planning and execution and adopt science-based planning that
could be replicated across the country," the release said.
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DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using the information of a general nature and
is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular
individual or entity. The report has been prepared from various
public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is
selective and subject to upgradation, revision and amendment.
While the information prouvided herein is believed to be accurate and
reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the
accuracy of completeness of such information and data available in
the public domain.
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