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Crystal Crop Protection launches
fodder seed products for kharif 2026

—
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Crystal Crop Protection Ltd,
an integrated agri-input
company, will offer a com-
prehensive range of fodder
seed products to serve di-
verse agro-climatic needs in
kharif 2026. These include
‘SX17°, '8X17 Super’, ‘SX21’
and ‘Star’,

A statement said ‘SX17" is
a high-yielding sorghum-Su-
dan hybrid with robust stem,
medium maturity and good
re-growth, while ‘SX17 Su-
per’ is an enhanced version
of ‘SX17° with improved
drought  tolerance and
higher biomass per cut.

As per the statement,
‘SX21' is a late-maturing
high-biomass variety ideal
for single-cut large volume
harvests, and ‘Star’ is an

early-maturing dual-purpose
sorghum, used as both green
fodder and grain fodder.

Crystal Crop’s ‘2026 Fod-
der Initiative’ is anchored
across Haryana, Punjab,
western Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan. These regions are
dominated by the cultivation
of crops such as sorghum
(jowar), maize, bajra, be-
seem and lucerne.

PURPOSE-ENGINEERED
The company’s single-cut
green fodder hybrid — ‘Dairy
Green’ — has been purpose-
engineered to address the
nutritional requirements of
high-yielding dairy cattle.
Developed through ad-
vanced plant breeding,
‘Dairy Green’ delivers con-
sistently high biomass yield,
superior crude protein con-
tent and excellent palatabil-
ity, making it the preferred

choice for dairy farmers, it
said.

Satyender Singh, Chief
Executive Officer (Seeds),
Crystal Crop Protection,
said India’s livestock sector
is at an inflection point. The
challenge is no longer just
about milk productivity. It
begins at the farm gate with
the quality and availability of
green fodder.

“At Crystal, we have inves-
ted over a decade in develop-
ing seed solutions that dir-
ectly address this gap. ‘Dairy
Green’ represents our finest
effort, a seed that consist-
ently delivers more nutrition
per acre, enabling dairy
farmers to achieve higher
milk yields while reducing
their feed cost burden. Our
expanded portfolio for kharif
2026 ensures that India's
farmers have the right tools
for every condition,” he said.
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53% subsidy on cotton
seeds to revive acreage

Mowrr Knavna

THINLIND RIS SITHVRT

CHANIHCGARH  APRIL 11

In abid torevive cotton cultiva-
tion, the Punjab Government
has announced a 33 per cent
subsidy on seeds for cultivat-
ing indigenous and Bt cotton,

The scheme, rolled out by
the Agriculture Department,
aims to encourage farmers to
return to cotton, once consid-
ered "“white gold"”,

Farmmers can apply onthe gov-
emment portal fiom April 20 to
May 31 to avail subsidy, which
will be offered ioruptofive acres,
Subsidywill be given on theseed
vaneties goproved by the Punjab
Agricultural University (PALT),

Cotton acreage in Punjab has
fallen drastically over the
decades — from over 7 lakh
hectares in the 1980s to just 1
lakh hectares in 2024, largely
due to pink bollworm infesta-
tions, market price below MSP
and erratic weather:

Although the area saw a
glight increase to 1.18 lakh
hectares in 2025 following
government efforts, the tar-
get for this year has been set

at 1.26 lakh hectares,

Sathir Singh Gosal, Viee-
Chaneellor of the PAU, out-
lined a roadmap for revival.
“We have stressed timely
availability of high-quality
seeds and subsidies on Bt cot-
ton to encourage wider adop-
tion among farmers,” he said,
adding that canal water sup-
ply for pre-sowing irrigation
and balanced fertilisation
waere critical for productivity:

Pointing to repeated white-
fly and pink bollworm
attacks, Sharanjit Singh of
Bathinda said, “The logsses
are unbearable. Even after
spraying multiple times, the
vield is not assured.”

Director Agriculture Guneet
Singh Brar atinbuted the
decline to a shift towards pad-
dy, driven by rebable irriga-
tion and recurring pest
attacks m cotton. He further
emphasised on the need of
timely sowing, deep plough
ing and crop residue manage-
ment as key interventions,
while noting that an aware-
ness campaign was underway
in cotton-growing districts.

LNG disruption
prompts 2.5 MT
urea import plan

SAMNDIP DAS
MNew Dl’lhi April é

TOENSURE ADEQUATE avail -
ability of fertiliser for the
upcoming kharifseason, Indian
Potash Ltd has floated a tender
to import 2.5 million tonnes
(MT) of urea.

According to thetenderdoc-
unment, 1.5 MT of urea will be
imported through ports on the
west coast,while the remaining
volumewill be shipped through
prorts on the cast coast,

The move comes after
domestic urca production was
disrupted last month, as LNG
supply—the key feedstock for
fertiliser  production—was
affected due to the closure of
the Strait of Hormue,

LNG imports from Qatar
and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) are routed through the
strait, which has been blocked
amid the ongoing West Asia
conflict.

The urea shipments are
scheduled toleave ports by Junie
14, Indian Potash, which
impaorts urea on behalf of the
government, said.

The government on Satur-
day also extended the state
trading enterprise (STE) status
fiorIndian Potash forimporting
ured on government account
until March 31,2027,

Thebid for imports will be
opencd onApril 15 and remain
valid until April 23, the com-
pany said.

Current fertiliser stocks
standat about 18 MT,including
6.19 MT of urca. The present
ureastockishigher byaround 1
MT compared to the previous
year.

Urea consumption during
thekharifscason is projectedat
around 17 MT. Farmers typi-
cally begin applying urea for
vegetative growth of paddy and
othercrops after sowing, by the
endofjune.

Meamwhile, the government
has increased LNG supply to
urca plants to 90% of their
average capacity from Mon day,
boosting output prospects, LNG
supply had been curtailed last
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month as urea plants under-
went annual shutdowns.

Last month, the govern-
ment invoked the Essential
Commodities Act for the first
time to ensure the supply of
natural gas to fertiliser plants.

About 80% of urea produc-
tion in the country uses LNG,
while the rest relies on domes-
tic gas At present, 30 outof 32
urea units use natural gas as
feedstock.

Out of the total fertiliser
consumption of around 65-70
MTin FY 26,urcaaccounted for
nearly 40 MT,

In the first ten months ofthe
current fiscal, urea Imports
surged 83% to over 8.9 MT,
whileoverallimports of fertilis-
ers are estimated at around 10
MT for the last fiscal. To boost
ureasuppliesfor the forthcom-
ing kharif season, the govern-
ment has started buying LNG
from spot markets.
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Stateagencies stafl threaten to halt
procurement over quality norms

Rucama M KHannA
TIUTILIR T WS SR
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 12

The joint coordination com-
mittee of state procurement
agencies has threatened to
shun wheat procurement at
mandis until the Centre
announces relaxation in pro-
curement specifications,

If the stalf of these agen-
cies go ahead with the
move, wheat procurement
in the state could come toa
halt, So far, 1.02,392.52 met-
ric tonne (MT) wheat has
arrived in mandis, of which
only 30,279 MT has been
procured, including 354.90
MT by private traders,

Officials of Punsup, Pun-
grain, Markfed and the Pun-
jab State Warehousing Cor-
poration said they were
being pressured by politi-
cians and senior officials to
procure wheat that did not
meet the Centre's quality
norms, They cited an inci-
dent in Patialawherea senior
district official  allegedly
forced procurement of wheat
with high moisture content
and lustre loss. When the
Junior official objected. he
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was removed from duty.

"We want wheat to be
declared under relaxed
specifications (URS) and
quality norms to be eased
before we resume procure-
ment,” the afficials said.

Director, Food and Supply,
Varinder Kumar Sharma
said he had spoken to com-
mittee members and assured
them they would not be
forced to buy substandard
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Afarmer harvests hiscrop nearAttari in Amritsar on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTD VIS HAL KUMAR
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wheat. He also urged them
nat to suspend procurement.

“Central teams have
bepun aszessing the damage
and we are hopeful of relax-
ation in specifications. At
the same time, the state gov-
ernment has assured farm-
ers that every grain will be
procured,” he said,

The Centre has constitut-
ed nine teams to assess rain
damage to wheat crop due

to western disturbances,
Four teams have already
reached Punjab and collect-
ed samples from Bathinda,
Patiala, Muktsar and
Mohali. The remaining five
teams are expected toarrive
on Monday to collect sam-
ples from 12 districts. The
samples will be tested in
FCI laboratories and the
report submitted to the
Union Food Ministry:

More agr1 reforms needed; shortage of funds
won’t come 1n way of development: Rajnath

RAISEN, April 11; Union
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday called for
mare reforms in the agricul-
ture sector, saying it is the
backbone of the Indian econ-
omy, amd that the shortage
af funds would not come in
the way of doing more for
the farming community and
rural India.

Addressing the three-day
Unnat Krishi Mela here,
Singh said the Narendra
Modi government has
launched several schemes -
PM-Kisan, Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana, Soil
Health Card and an online
network of wholesale man-
dis - to boost farmers' in-
come and farm productivity.

“These efforts have trans-
formed the lives of farmers,
But I believe the change is
not enough. There is a need
to do even more for the agn-
culture sector and our villag-
es," he said, adding, “We will

.
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nol be worried about funds.
The shortage of funds will not
be an obstacle. | want to as-
sure you this.”

Reflecting on his political
Journey, Singh said the farmer
m him had never left despite
holding several ministerial
portfolios, “In my political life,
| have been Agriculture Min-
ister n the past. Wherever |
have gone, the kisan in me has
beenalive,” he said.

“Usually, peaple see a de-
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fence minister as responsi-
ble for soldiers and the coun-
try’s security, not agriculture.
Our responsibility is to en-
sure the country’s security,
but the kisan in me has not
gone away,” he added.
Underlining his concern for
farmers, Singh said the defence
ministry had begun procuring
organic fresh vegetables and
fruits directly from farmers for
cantonmentareas.
“Vegetables, fruits and

other produce were earlier
being brought from far away,
losing freshness in transit.
Now we are buying organic
produce from farmers,” he
said, noting the move would
fetch farmers better prices
while also benefiting soldiers.

The defence ministry, he
said, is also promoting mil-
lets - shree anna such as jowar
and rag, along with organic
produce, through its Canteen
Stores Department,

Singh said the govern-
ment ig acting on the *Jai Ja-
wan Jai Kisan' slogan by pro-
mating millet in the armed
forces to strengthen farm-
ers economically.

“Flours made from jowar,
bajra and ragi have been in-
troduced in the armed fore-
es, By our efforts, we are
again acting upon the slogan
‘Jai Jawan-Jai Kisan'," said
Singh, who was Union min-
ister for agriculture in 20053-
2004 in the Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee government.

These initiatives, he said,
have helped raise farmers’
income and given a fillip to
organic farming.

Calling on the youth toen-
gage with agriculture, Singh
said the sector deserved the
same importance as any oth-
er. “There is huge potential
n agriculture. If vouth engage
mit, farmers' income and the
farm economy can grow. Our
government is always ready
to support,” he said.

Farming can be made
smart through drones, sen-
sors and mobile technology,
Singh said, while asserting
that the government remains
committed to providing all
possible support so that farm-
ing becomes a matter of
pride and farmers live with
dignity and honour.

Singh said Madhya Pradesh
has grown at a fast pace and
farmers of the state inspire
everyone. = PTI
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Amid war’s lengthening shadows, the
need to reform fertiliser policy

o)

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
AsHOK GULATI

HE WORLD heaved a sigh of

relief as a two-week ceasefire

was announced by US

President Donald Trump, just

hours before his deadline,
and after the threat that A whole civilisa-
tion will die tonight, never to be brought
back again”. One can only hope that
there is a lasting solution to the deadly
conflict between Iran and the US-Israel,
and civilians are spared from death
and destruction.

What Is the lesson for India from this
conflict, aswell as the cne between Russia
and Ukraine? The world is heading to-
wards greater uncertainty and instability.
Agalnst this backdrop, the first and fore-
most task for the Indian governmentisto
ensure food security for its people. But
food security cannot be achieved unless
India secures its fertiliser supplies. Natu-
ral farming, though desirable as a niche
market, cannot feed India.

India's impoert dependence for chemi-
cal fertilisers (including their feedstocks)
istothe tuneof 70 per cent. Take the case
of urea. India consumes roughly 40
million tonnes (MT) of urea, of which
about 10MT is imported. But even what is
produced at home is dependent on im-
ported gas to the tune of almost 85 per
cent. Inthe 40daysof the war, global urea
prices were up by almost 63 per cent, from
§482/tonne at the end of February to
$795/tonne inthe first week of April. Simi-
larly, gas prices (Liquefied Natural Gas)
went up from $12/MMBtu to $19.5/MMBtu
over the same period, an increase of 63 per
cent. This s the biggest hit o India, ontop
of not getting enough supplies from the
Strait of Hormuz. Realising this, the Cabi-
net hasalready approved ahigher subsidy
on ureg, indicating that the price of urea

CRUEL

BETRAYAL

Dasam Srixivasa Rao

Vijayawapa hybrid maize seeds
MANY farmers and tenant MM 9375 (Dhanya
farmers in parts of NTR brand) marketed
district and adjoining areas by a Tata-affiliated
of Telangana are facing se- company
vere financial distress after ¥ While average plant
having cultivated allegedly height Istj'pil:allili]fa
spurious hybrid maize seeds around 4 feet; in the
that failed to deliver the affected fields, the
promised yield.
‘The issue surfaced crop has grown as tall
initially in A Konduru as 11 feet
mandal, where farmers in
Komatikunta, Ramachan- maize seeds MM 9375 growth patterns. While
drapuram and Cheemala- (Dhanya brand) reportedly the average plant height is remains poor.
padu villages; along with marketed by a Tata-affiliated  typically around four feet; in
those in Kachavaram village  company. the affected fields, the crop
of Yerrupalem mandal of Curiously, the maize has grown as tall as 11 feet.

Telangana, cultivated hybrid

»» Farmers cultivated

plants exhibited bizarre
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may not be increased for the farmers.

Even prices of phosphatic fertilisers
are increasing, although not to the same
extent as urea and LNG. The price of DAP,
for example, hasgone up from $627/tonne
to$720/tonne; an increase of about 15 per
cent. But getting DAP or phosphate rock
or phosphorie acid from the Gulf coun-
tries, especially Saudi Arabia, is becoming
increasingly difficult.

What should Indian policy-makers
do? Minister of Chemicals and Fertilisers
J P Nadda is on record saying that we
know a farmer needs two bags of urea for
his crop, but is taking four bags. This
clearly indicates that the government is
aware that there is overuse of urea in re-
lation to phosphatic and potassic fertl-
lisers, and/or there issignificant diversion
of urea for non-agricultural uses
or even to neighbouring coun-
tries. Given that urea in the
country is being sold at less than
£70/tonne to the farmers when

N )

How about clubbing the
EM-KISAN fundsand the
fertiliser subsidy and directly
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that, given the difficulty in procuring
gas and urea, and a major increase in
their import prices, there will be a cut of
101015 percent in the supplies of urea for
each state? And then ask the states to
work out the modalities of how they
wanit to allocate these restricted supplies
to farmers based on their land records,
crops grown, previous sales, and
recommended doses by their state agri-
cultire universities. Thisquantitative ra-
toning of urea under the Essential
Commeodities Act Is very much possible
and desirable to ensure better usage of ni-
trogenous fertilisers. This exercise needs
tobe undertaken jointly by the Centre and
the states.

It may be noted that granular urea, the
way it isbeing applied in India, has a very
low Nutrient Use Efficiency
(NUE), roughty 35 to 40 percent.
The plant does not consume
more than 40 per ¢ent of the ni-
trogen being applied. The rest is

global prices are touching almost giving it to farmers (land going imotheenvirenment as ni-
$795/tonne, it leads to very inef- owners and tenants) ona trous oxide, which s 273 times
ficient use and opens up oppor- i v ¢ the carbon dioxide, or leaching
tunities for large arbitrage in di- per'au_EhamS« anldlfreemg up intogroundwater and increasing
version, Why can't the pnnc:snfﬁ:rtlhscrs? its nitrate content that causes

government say to each state

blue baby syndrome, thyroid ar

AP Tenant Fanners niso-clat‘ron Ieaders, Ied by P Jamalaiah and Mekala David, msp-ectirts the aﬁectad
maize crop due to the use of allegedly substandard hybrid seeds in A Konduru mandal of NTR district

even diabetes, 1L is fronic that liquid urea
(M) is not subsidised, whose NUE is al-
most 90 per cent through drip irrigation
(fertigation). This speaks of a highly irra-
tional urea pricing policy. The Prime Min-
ister’sefforts w promote natural farming
can not really scale up unless fertiliser
pricing or quantities are rationalised.

Minister for Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan says that
they would like to do direct cash transfers
o farmers equivalent to the fertiliser sub-
sidy, But when will this happen? And how
will they resolve the issue of tenants? The
PM-KISAN scheme suffers from
this lacuna, and the most vulnerable sec-
tion of peasantry, the tenants, remains
outside this scheme. How about clubbing
the PM-KISAN funds and the fertiliser
subsidy and directly giving it to farmers
(land owners and tenants) on a per-acre
basis, and freeing up prices of fertilisers?
It can be done and would be most desir-
able. But it needs due preparation to
identify real cultivators. The PM needs o
put thisissueon high priority asthe gains
would be very significant.

DAP supplies are another issue. If
India is already using urea (N) in excess
in relation to Pand K fertilisers, why put
18 percent M even in DAP with 46 per cent
P? Why not simply use Triple Super
Phosphate (TSP) with 46 per cent P? We
have no plant in the country producing
TSP, but we have more than 100 plants
producing Single Super Phosphate (S5P)
withonly 16 percent P, Why not incentiv-
ise the production of TSP at home or in
collaboration with phosphatic-rich coun-
tries? The bottom line is thar we need to
increase the consumption of Pin relation
to N, and the best product for that
would be TSP in place of DAP. It will also
help the government to saveat least 18 per
cent N, and also cutdown the subsidy bill
on urea (N},

The government needs to reform its
fertiliser policies, either through the DET
route or by rationing quantities, Only
then can it reduce its misuse and diver-
slon, and ensure food security,

Guilati is Distinguished Professor at ICRIER.
Views are personal

Spurious hybrzd maize seeds leave ryols in distress

development. Farmers said
that theugh the plants ap-
pear tall and lush, the cobs
are underdeveloped and
unlikely to yield marketable
produce, further adding to
their losses,

Farmers said they were
assured of yields up to 50
quintals per acre at the time
of purchase, However, after
nearly three months of cul -
tivation, the crop condition
indicates that the yield may
not reach even 20 quintals

Diespite this excessive veg-

etative growth, productivity

Under normal conditions,
each plant produces one or
two cobs per kanupu (the
joint or knat on the stalk

from which leaves and ear
shoots grow). However, in
several instances, farmers
observed three to four cobs
emerging from a single
kanupu, indicating irregular

per acre.

‘The seeds were report-
edly cultivated in more than
150 acres across the affected
villages.

Continued on Page 7
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L.PG quota hiked to
70% for pharma,
food, agriculture

The allocation would be capped at
200 tonnes per day for each sector

SHUBHANGI MATHUR
New Delhi, 8 April

The government on Wednes-
day increased the allocation
of liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) to 70 per cent for indus-
trial units in the pharma-
ceutical, food, polymer,
agriculture, and several other
sectors. The allocation will be
capped at 200 tonnes per day
foreach sector, accordingtoa
communication from the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (MoPNG).

“Industrial units in
the sectors of phar-
maceutical, food,
polymer, agri-
culture, pack-
aging, paint,
uranium,
heavy water,
steel, seed,
metal, ceramic,
foundry, forging,
glass, aerosol, etc.
shall receive 70 per cent
of the units’ pre-March 2026
bulk non-domestic LPG con-
sumption level, subject to an
overall sectoral limit of 200
tonnes perday,” Neeraj Mittal,
secretary, MoPNG, said in a
letter to states.

Units will be required to
register with state-run oil-
marketing companies to be
eligible for the additional allo-
cation. Commercial users will
also need to apply for piped
natural gas (PNG) with the
city gas distribution company
and take steps to adopt PNG.

“However, if the indus-

tries mentioned above use
LPG as an integral input in
the manufacturing process or
for specialised purposes that
cannot be substituted by
natural gas, the requirement
relating to application for
PNG shall stand waived,” the
letter added.

In a media briefing on the
West Asia crisis, the govern-
ment also said it has in-
creased overall natural gas
allocation by 5 per cent for fer-
tiliser plants to about 95 per
cent of the units’ six-month

average consumption.
In a relief to the
petrochemical
(petchem) sec-
tor, the govern-
ment allowed

800 million

tonnes (mt)

per day of pro-
pane and bu-
tane to Dbe
diverted for pet-
chem production.

Officials said that toensure
coal affordability, Coal India
(CIL) has reduced the resetve
price of coal by 20 per cent
under e-auctions and in-
creased supply through both
e-auctions and the state-nomni-
nated agency mechanisim.

CIL also increased the fre-
quency of e-auctions in
March 2026, offering 32.53 mt
of coal, of which 13.32 mt was
booked. For April 2026, 30 e-
auctions have been planned,
offering 25.8 mt, with 3.2 mt
offered so far and 124 mt
booked, the governmennt said.

AHEAD OF KHARIF SEASON

Centre restores
90% gas supplics
to fertiliser units

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, & April

The Centre has stepped up efforts to augment fertiliser
supplies ahead of the eritical kharif planting season, stating
that units are now getting about 90 per cent of their required
natural gassupplies, up from 70-80 per cent earlier. State-ruin
Indian Potash Ltd, meanwhile, has also started scouting for
importsof 2.5 million tonnes (mt) of urea from global markets.
‘With the war in West Asia disrupting energy flows from
the Gulfregion, the Centre had initially restricted gas supply
to fertiliser (urea) plants to about 60 per cent of the require-
ment. This was increased to
75-80 per cent through alter-
native arrangements.
Gassupply hasbeen raised
to 90 per cent of their six-
month average consumption
from April 6 using spot pro-
curement, Sujata Sharma,
joint secretary in the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas,

Rerouting 5upp|v (MoPNG) said on Monday.
= While LNG supplies While LNG supplies from

: Qatar remain suspended,
from Qatar remain Indian firms are buying from
suspended, Indian alternate suppliers in the US,
firms are buying from

alternate suppliers in the BB S I
US, Australia and Russia These additional supplies

have led toan increase in the
® These additional supplies  quota for different sectors,
have led to an increase Sharma said. Gas supplies to
in the quota for other industrial and commer-
different sectars cial sectors, including city gas
distribution (CGD) networks,
will be increased by an addi-
tional 10 per cent from Monday, she added.

Priority sectors continue to receive protected supplies,
including 100 per cent supply todomestic piped cooking gas
and compressed natural gas (CNG) for transport.

Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) supplies from Gulfcoun-
tries remain impacted, but supplies to domestic households
for cooking are being fully met, said the MoPNG secretary.
About 79,909 mt of commercial LPG (equivalent to over
42lakh19-kg cylinders) has been sold since March 14.

Ina related development, state-run Indian Potash Ltd on
Saturday issued a tender toimport 1.5 mtof urea through the
West Coast. The remaining 1 mt will arrive via the East coast,
according toa document posted on the company’s website.

Shipments are expected to leave the load port by June 14,
according to the document. Bids for the tender must be sub-
mitted by April 15, it added.

India routinely relies on global tenders to secure urea for
domestic consumption. The imports are critical for planting
of rice, cormn, and soybean isscheduled to begin in June with
thearrival of the monsoon.

A Mumbai-based industry official said local urea produie-
tion dipped by about 600,000-700,000 tonnes per month,
with imports expected to help offset some of the decline,
Reuters reported earlier. “But global surplus is limited due to
supply disruptionsin the Middle East. It will be interesting to
seewhoparticipatesinthetender, asthat will determine pric-
ing,” the official added.
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Govt stands with farmers during any crisis, says
Agrl Minister Chouhan at Unnat Krishi Mela

Pﬂhhudam Mishra
Raisen (M.F)

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday inaugur-
ated a three-day national
level exhibition and confer-
ence — Unnat Krishi Mela
— at Raisen, under Agricul-
ture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan's Vidisha Lok
Sabha constituency in Mad-
hya Pradesh. Union Trans-
port Minister Nitin Gadkari
is scheduled to join on
Monday, the concluding day
of the event.

Addressing the gathering
of thousands of farmers
from surrounding districts,
Rajnath Singh said that the
defence forces have been
instructed to buy chemical-
free fruits and vegetables
directly from farmers in the
vicinity of their bases so
that growers do not have to
travel long distance in
search of buyers.

STRESSES RELEVANCE

When asked about the num-
ber of farmers to attend,
Chouhan a day earlier tried
to downplay it saying it is
more relevant what farmers

take away from the confer-
ence. He appealed farmers
to attend different sessions
planned along with the ex-
hibition as arrangements
have been made to guide
and help them with expert
advice from scientists of
the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR).

Shivraj, while defending
the move to hold the con-
ference at Raisen, said that
farmers from hinterland
are not able to reach Pusa
Krishi Mela, a premier an-
nual exhibition held in
Delhi by ICAR's Indian Ag-
riculture Research Insti-
tute.

The Raisen event is hap-
pening at a time when the
rabi season crop on 2.49
lakh hectares (as of April 8)
has been damaged due to
unseasonal rains and hail-
storms, according to latest
compiled estimates by
States. This area may in-
crease as and when Srtates
finalise the assessment of
damage.

“The Modi government
stands firmly with farmers
in this crisis,” Chouhan said
adding he has also consul-
ted the Agriculture Minis-

Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shwraj
Singh Chouhan addresses a press conference at his residence
in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh ae

ters of the impacted States.

FERTILIZER SUPPLIES
On Friday, the Minister had
said that the government is
ensuring smooth nutrient
supplies to shield farmers
against global price swings
caused by the West Asia
war. Farmers are gearing up
for the kharif sowing, slated
to begin from June with the
arrival of South- West
monsoon.

Chouhan also said that
the pilot scheme on distri-
bution of fertilizers on the
basis of land records has

shown good results and it
will be scaled up for a na-
tionwide roll out once the
targetted 13-crore farmer
IDs are created. So far, 9.29
crore farmer 1Ds have been
generated where all inform-
ation such as land holding,
crops pattern, yield, and in-
put usage are recorded.

He also said that State-
specific agriculture
roadmaps based on agro-
climate zones are in the
works, with five zonal
kharif conferences planned
this year, one at Jaipur
already held last week.

Greensignalfor procurementof pulses, oilseedsat MSP
inUP:Farmerstoreceiveincreased Support price

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Lok, 31 Mirche

TheUttar Prdeshgvemment
has prepared a comprehensive
stratey forthe procurement
of Rabi season crops State
Agriculture Minister Surya
ProtapShahi stated that with
the additional exemptions
received from the central
governmoent, large-scale
procurcment of pulses and
ollseeds, along with wheat,
will pow be ensured in the
state,

In 4 press conference, the
Minister said the Centre has
approved the proeurement of
677 lakh matric tonnes of
lentils, 2.24 khmetric tonnes
ofgram, and 5.30 lakh metric
tonnes of mustiard. This will
provide Farmers with the
opporunity toselltharproduee
ot the Minimum Suppaort Price
{M5P)

The Agricubture Minister

stated that the M5 has been
imereased this vear, with the
priceofgrmm lixed ot Bs 5875
per quintul, which s Rs 225
more than kst year.

He soidd that the MSP for
lentils has been fived of Rs
7000 per quintal anincrense
of Bts 300, while the MSE for
mustard hias been fixed at Ry
6,200 per quintal.an increase
of Bs 250 from lust year,

The Agriculture Minister
stated that the Minimum
Support Price acts asa salety
net for farmers, and the
government is committed to
strengthening this system,

e st that central sgencies
NAFED and NCCF will be
involved in the procurement
process, while four agencies,
mcluding the PCF and UPSS,
will erdethe st procurement
Payments to farmers will be
mukde directly intotheir bank
accounts.

Shahi stated that hefore

2007 theproaurement of pulses

and pileeds was neglected
i the state, bt the current

povemment hastken effective

steps in this direcion.

Hestatad thatthe Agrculture

Department hias spent 829
per centol its budget. Out of
utodal budget of s 7051 crore,
Rs5788 crore hasbeen spent,

which is o remarkable

achievement so oo

Mr. Shahi suted that to
provide relief to fammers, seeds
were provided 1o 1125 lakh
Farmersata S0 percent subsidy
this year. with 314,31 crore
transferred directly wo thelr
secounts. Additionally, 54,847
quintils of seedswaredistributad
free of charnge 1o 1273 lakh
farmers.

INA PRESSCONFERENCE, THE
MINISTER SAID THE CENTRE
HAS APPROVED THE
PROCUREMENTOF6.77 LAKH
METRICTONNES OF LENTILS,
224 LAKH METRICTONNES OF
GRAM, AND 5.30 LAKH METRIC
TONNESOF MUSTARD.THIS
WILL PROVIDEFARMERS WITH
THE OPPORTUNITY T0 SELL
THEIRPRODUCE ATTHE
MINIMUM SUPPORTPRICE
(M5B,

He stated that farmers are
also recebving relief underthe
Crop Insurance Scheme. The
Minister  stuted  that
compensation of Rs 53217
crore his been trimsferred to
the dccounts of 5.39 lakh
farmers so far this Kharll
season The process isangoing,
amd an  additional Rs
150-1660 crore will soon be
disbursed to approximately
L5 lukh more farmers.
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Biotechnology can address
challenges to traditional
farming practices: experts

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

With the agriculture indus-
try projected to grow 2.5
times by 2033, biotech ex-
perts underscored the
growing importance of
agri-biotechnology in the
coming years.

They were speaking at a
webinar organised by the
Vellore Institute of Tech-
nology (VIT) Chennai, in
association with The Hin-
du, on ‘Biotech for Sustain-
able Agriculture and Crop
Productivity’.

This webinar was the
last in the five-part webinar
series on the topic — Bio-
technology: Role in Indus-
try 5.0 Sustainable Future
Pathways.

G. Jayaraman, professor

o VEE j
CHERNMAL
Biotechnology: |
Role in lmgﬁ.

el TLIM LY

a webinar on
Biotech For Sustainable
Agriculture and

Crop Productivity

and dean, School of Bio
Sciences and Technology,
VIT Chennai, said there
were challenges to tradi-
tional farming practices
which could be addressed
through  biotechnology.
Gayatri Venkataraman, se-
nior principal scientist at
M.S. Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation,
warned that with every
one degree Celsius in-
crease in temperature, In-

dia’s wheat yield could de-
cline by 6% to 10%.

Dolly Wattal Dhar, dean
of School of Agriculture
Sciences, Sharda Universi-
ty, spoke about the scope
of research, job opportuni-
ties, and how people could
contribute to food security
by learning about biotech
tools.

Lipin Dev, director and
partner, VT Ecogreen
Technologies, spoke about
the importance of secon-
dary agriculture and the
emerging opportunities
therein. He explained how
biotechnology was a value-
addition to the primary
agricultural produce once
the crops were harvested.

The webinar can be
viewed at https://
newsth.live/THVITSY

Centre not taking away State’s power on bonus price

for agri produce, clarifies FM Nirmala Sitharaman

Shishir Sinha
Haw Dalhd

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman  categorically
stated that the Centre is not
seizing States’ powers on
setting  agriculmral  bo-
nuses,

The Finance Ministry, in
the meantime, clarified that
the Expenditure Depart-
ment’s recent letter regard-
ing the alignment of bonus
policies with national in-
terests serves as a non-bind-
ing advisory meant to
streamline State  policies
with national goals.

In a social media post,
Fimance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman dismissed Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister MK-
Stalin's allegations that the
Union Government ordered
the State to stop paddy cul-
tivation incentives as “fac-
tually baseless, politically
motivated and a deliberate

Union Minister
Nirmata Sitharaman

distortion” intended to mis-
lead farmers,
Addressing a public meet-
ing in Thanjavur, he said, 1
have shocking news to share
with you. Just as | returned
to Chennai after campaign-
ing in Srikazhi, Cuddalore
and  Villupuram, officials
showed me the letrer asking
us to reconsider providing
the incentive (given over
and above the Minimum
Support Price fixed by the

Sitharaman said

| the Tamil Nadu

CM’s accusation

| was factually
bascless, politically

motivated and a

| deliberate distortion

Centre). Can anvone even
think of this? The letter has
come from the Finance Min-
istry headed by Nirmala
Sitharaman, who claims to
be from Tamil Nadu. Will
AIADMK general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami
come forward to condemn
the BIP at least for this?"
Stalinasked.

CADVISORY ONLY

The communication in
question is a lecter by the
Expenditure Secretary,
dated January 1, 2026, to the
Chief Secretaries of States

toalign their bonus policy to
romote  pulses, oilseeds
and millets, in line with the
national priorities for nurri-
tional security, Aat-
mamirbharta (self-reliance)
and sustainable agriculture.
“The letter was an advisory
to States and was not a dir-
ective,” the Finance Min-
istry said in a statement.

CENTRE'S SUGGESTION
Adding to this, Sitharaman
said that Centre's sugges-
tion to States was rooted ina
positive, forward-looking
vision for encouraging crop
diversification and attaining
self-sufficiency in  crops
such as pulses, oilseeds, etc
so that farmers can tap into
better price realisation by
cultivating crops where do-
mestic demand far outstrips
supply.

The declaration of a bo-
nus over and above the Min-
imum Support Price (MSF)
has been, and remains, ¢n-

tirely the prerogative of
State Governments. “No
one has taken that power
away," she said.

The Ministry highlighted
that Centre has also consist-
ently aligned MSP increases
in favour of pulses and oil-
seeds to encourage farmers
to shift away from over-con-
centration ina few crops.

The Economic Survey
2025-26 also said imported
edible oil dependence had
fallen from 63.2 per cent in
2015-16 to 56.25 per cent in
2023-24. Between 2014-15
and 2024-25, the area under
oilseeds increased by over
18 per cent, production by
nearly 55 per cent and pro-
ductivity by about 31 per
cent. [t said that Centre's
approach  integrates  re-
search, improved seed dis-
semination,  MSP-backed
meL!(L']TII.'ﬂ[ !il.l]']l']n“. pro-
cessing infrastructure and
value-chain development to
ensure farmer profitability.
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Goyal holds talks with Saudi trade
minister on boosting supply chains

NEW DELHI: Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal on Saturday held discus-
sions with Saudi Arabia’s Trade
Minister Majid bin Abdullah Al
Qassabi on ways to strengthen
supply chains disrupted due to
the West Asia crisis, after hold-
ing talks with his counterparts
from the UAE, Bahrain and
Kuwait.

All these countries are
members of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) with
which India is negotiating a free
trade agreement.

The commerce ministry, in
a statement, said that Goyal had
a virtual call with Qassabi.

“The Ministers reaffirmed
their commitment to strength-
ening bilateral trade and
expressed optimism for early
progress in the India-GCC FTA
negotiations,” it said.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal

Goyal highlighted
India’s steps to
support exports to
Saudi Arabia and
the Gulf region

conflict has put on regional sup-
ply chains and stressed the need
for an early recovery through
coordinated efforts to ensure

Goyal highlighted India’s
steps to support exports to
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
region.

The joint attack launched by
the US and Israel on Iran had
led to severe disruptions in the
movement of ships in interna-
tional waters, particularly to the
West Asian nations.

The conflict has posed chal-
lenges for exporters to ship
goods to the Gulf region, with
which India had a bilateral
trade of $178 billion in 2024-
25 (856.87 billion exports and
$121.67 billion imports).

The major sectors which are
under stress include petroleum
products, chemicals and plas-
tics, engineering goods, rice,
pharma and gems and jewel-
lery. The six countries in this
region are the UAE, Saudi Ara-
bia, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar and

Both sides noted the strain

smooth trade flows, it said.

Kuwait.

4]

Special campalgn to prepare farmerregistry in UP

THECAMPAIGN WILL RUNUNTILAPRIL 15, DURING WHICH CAMPS
WILL BESETUP ATEVERY GRAM SACHIVA LAYATO REGISTER
FARMERS, OFFICIALS HEREON MONDAY DIS CLOSED. THEMAIN
OBJECTIVEOFTHIS INITIATIVE ISTO CONNECTA MAXIMUM
NUMBER OF FARMERSTO THE DIGITAL PLATFORM, ENABLING
THEM TO DIRECTLY RECEIVEBENEFITS OFAGRICULTU RAL
SCHEMES, INCLUDING THE PRADHAN MANTRI KISANSAMMAN
NIDHIYOJANAAND OTH ER FARMING-RELATED PROGRAMS.

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Lucknow, 6 April

Toenstre that farmers receive
the benefits of government
schemes in a transparent and
convenient manner, the
government led by Yogi
Adivvarathwill knmechaspecial
crmpaign o preparethe Rumer
Registry across the state,
Thecampaign will ununtil
April 15, during which camps
will be st up at every Gram
Sachivalayatoregister imers,
officials here on Monday
disclosed The mainobjective
of this imitiative is to connect
amaxtmum mimber of fimmers
tothedigital plat form enabling
themtodinectly reedvebaedits
of agriculturl schemes nchding
the Pradhan Mantr Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana and
other faming-relaed programs.
A large-scale awarcness

drive will also be conducted
at the Gram Panchayvat level
during the campaign.

Through these camps,
registration of the mmaining
farmers will be ensured, and
any name-related errors or
discrepancies will also be
resolved immediately.

Adtive pantidpationof Gram
Pradhans, Panchayat Sachiv

and Lekhpals has beendireaed,
with Lekhpals ingructed to
attend at keast one camp in
each Gram Panchayat within
their jurisdiction.

G Pradhean and Panchuyat
Sachiv have been assigned a
crucial role in the special
aimpeiizn Publi- meprsomtaties
andemployees fromall Gram
Panchayats will be involved

in the pmcess to ensure that
every digibke Birmris reggstened.

Officials heve been instrocted
to inform frmers about the
required documents during
the camps and complete the
registration process on the
spot.So far, 17206355 farmers
in the state have been linked
to the farmer registry under
the PM Kisan Yo However,
alarge numberof farmers ane
still yettobe registered, which
is why this special campaign
is being laanched.

This initiative willnot only

create an accurate databuase
offarmers, but will abso nhanoe
transparency and elficiency
in the implementation of
agricultural schemes in the
future. Additionally, the registry
will play a crucial role in
ensuring timely financial
assistance and other benefits
fior B, The state povermment
has directed all concerned
officials to run the campaign
in mission mode and ensure
that the nuximum munber
of farmersare registercd within
the stipulated imeframe,
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Central teams deputed to assess
rain, hail damage to wheat crop

Ructa M Knanna
TS RIS S s

CHANINGARH, APFRIL 1L

After the state government
sought relaxation in wheat
procurement, the Centre has
dispatched a nine-member
team to assess complaints of
lustre and yield loss, shriv-
elled grain and higher than
gpecified moisture content
in wheat caused by untimely
raing, hail and high-velocity
winds between March 29
and April 8.

The team led by PK Singh,
Deputy Director in the Min-
istry of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution,
will visit the rain-affected dis-
incts, collect samples along
with offidals of the Food Cor-
poration of India (FCI) and
state government officials,

The samples will be
analysed atregional or district
laboratories of the FCL Based
onthefindings, a consolidated
report willbe sent to the Union
Ministry with recommenda-
tions and those of the India
Metecrological Department.

The Punjab Government

Produce on 1361 acres
damaged in April 1stweek

had sought the Centre's
help in relaxing wheat pro-
curement specifications to
mitigate farmers' losses
and ensure that their crop
was not sold below the MSP
(Rs 2,585 per quintal), In
Punjab, standing wheat
crop has been damaged on
1.30 lakh acres of land.

While the Ministry of Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and Pub-
ic Distribution has already
relaxed the specifications for
buying wheat in the BJP
ruled Rajasthan, which also
faced smilar weather pat-
terns, the Punjab Govern-
ment alleged that its concerns
were “ignored’,

Yesterday, the issue was
reportedly taken up during a
meeting between Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann and
Union Food Minmister Pralhad
Joshiat Delhi.

Sources 1n the Food and
supply Department said as
wheat matures early In

Rajasthan, as compared to
Punjab, the central teams
have already visited the
neigh bouring state,
assessed the damage and
announced relaxation in
quality specifications,

It may be mentioned that
farmers, commission agents
and officials involved in the
procurement process have
been complaining that the
wheat arriving in the man-
dis has higher than pre-
seribed moisture content of
12 per cent (as high as 15
percent in certain areas),
besides grain suffering from
lustre loss. Farmers have
also been complaining that
the yield would be less by 4-
b quintals per acre,

It has been leamt that
wheat samples collected
recently by the state govern-
ment, with the assistance of
FCI, show a lustre loss of 60
per cent, besides broken and
shrivelled grain.

Ravinder Cheema, chief
patron of the Arhtiva Associa
tion, sald the Centre should
also relax moisture content.
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FARMER in Tam

Tarnn or Rohtak
ar o migrant
wiorker Erom
thar or UP

would never hove thought
that US President Dannlkd
Trump's military “excuntion”
in Irnnwoadld ane day imipact
his life so deeply and Uhreat-
en hisonst of living. Yet this s
the gark reabty he has o
cope with. Even if Isme] and
the US stog drop pingt bambs
on Iran, the situation could
warsen if, after the state elec-
tions, ol prices are mised.

TheTrump rission hos dis-
riptod e glolal eotromy
and the heat s felt all over
Indin, oo matter how hand
the povernment fries to
paper over the ecomomic
camnge. The elosure of the
Strait of Hormuz has caused
torbsulence in ol and gos
markels worldwide, leading
o soaring nfltion and food
and fertibser shoriages.

The spectre of umger kaivs.
Tharcrisiis net confined to thi
seramible for gas ovlinders or
lorg quenes at petrol stations
in ore city or region, officdal
asgurances of sufllcient sup-
plies  notwithstanding.  The

Portal raj hind

e
BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA
LEADER OF OFFPOSITION AND
EX-CM. HARYAKA

HERE s a particu-
Larr Kind of cruedty
that hides behind
the portal  and
paperwork, [ does
net announce dedl with o
loud diecres. It does et open-
Iy cancel the mmimum sup-
ot price (MSP) o fumers,
Tnustend, it builde — loyer
upan layer of prooeduse —a
will 80 high, 8o biireaierati-
cally Inwmicate, that the
farmer cannot climb it By
thetirne he gives upand sells
his erop ot whatever price s
offerid in mandis, the gov-
ernmont washes its hands
That & precisely what the
Hanynna povernment  |s
daing i the cument wheat
procurement season, which

started on April 1

We must call it what itisa
haek-doog, brck-by-hrck dis-
mantling of MSP — not
through  legishition,  Dut

thivauggh acminkat rtivee sullo-
cation. Considerwhat the gov-
emment has euphemistically
enlled vehicle identification.
Every fmmer Dringing
whiesit toa mosdi st display
thee traclortrolley’s  vehilcle
raamber havee it phiotograp hid

Punjab stares at Iran war-induced price shock

Inrger threat 1s.of countrywade
economie skwdown, loss of
wirk  opporfturnilics  and
shrinknge of moomes.

Ruling politicians in Pun-
iy, Haryana and pt the Con:
e ane ivesting mony of
thidr Wme and enengy in
managing headlines  than
checking hoanding and profi-
teering. maintaining the sup-
ply chaing wnd working out
plang o rescue agriculiure
and industry in particular
from the global fuel price
onshught

Indlin's l-thoght-out
nhardonmentof its tradition-
nlwell-wishers, Tran and Rus-
shn, and dding with the
attackers, the US and Lsrael,
have mude matters worse.

The country is paying high-
&r prices for not just bnport-
ing ol snd gos hut plso fer-
tilisers, paticulely the
nitrogen-based uren, which is
produced with imiported nat-
urnl gas. There is a Bkl ihood
aof 3% decline in urea pro-
duction. Indsn is the world's
second lugest importer of
fertilgers after China Any
cut in supplies means leser
farm production end lower
farmes ncomes.

Many in Punjab and
Haryana, the country’s food
baskels, may face survdival
izgues. Debt repavments
may become more diffieult
and cause maore stress. The
gt labois outflow dise
to the unimvailbility of cook:
ing gas eyvlinders. if not
checked effectively, could
escalite and affect wheat
harvest and paddy trans

ot the mands gate, upload that
phasto do the govermment por-
tnlaidondythen recelves gte
pass 1o proceed,

O the surthee, this sounds
likar reasorabie digitalisstion
i peaectioe, 1818 a trup built on
n single filse assumption —
et every Heyvans fomer
owng @ trctoetrolley, Over
6% of Indins farmens ane
small and manginal. hokding
Beas thom two hectores,

In Haryana, where Eaned
fragmentstion s accelomt-
ing, ths vast majority do not
own tractors, fit abone trol-
leys, They hire them — from
neighbours, from  contrac-
tors — semon sfler deason,
ot market rates they can
baredy affond.

Newr ask the question the
povernment  nfuses o
unswer: i frmes hires daffer-
et tractor-troliess ot different
Bmies, ns most farmers must
and cho, will the portal scoept
the same Mrmer appenring
with different vehick mim-
biars om ench vasit? Iboll not 1t
has ot been designed to do
o And there ia & reason for
that design choloe

“Thire &, maoremver, a second
and even deeper contradic-
tion The Hanmns pgovemn-
ment sell does not permit
tractortrollevs forcommercal
opefations — meaning hirng
them ot for crop transporta.
thon s techrcally i legal under
eisting stnte regulstions

S0 the farmer who hires o
rrolliy is arriving ol the mandi
gate in o “cormmercially oper-
ated” vehicle that the law does

am

DASFUPTIOR: The oouitiy i pumig Migher prces for irmgortis

plantstion openmtions in both
states. Fertiliser shoringes
would result in underpro-
duction of cereals, making
fiood prives splral.

This will partcuarly spell
ouble for fumilies living
beyond the rench of welfare
benefits, "The governments
food and feniliser subsidy
bills are set to balloon. Cou-
o with revenue ks dueto
dowing economie  growth,
this will result in & squesze
o wietfnee and infrastrueture
spending, Miclchle-cluss
meames will sagnote o
decline, Employment oppor-
funitizs for dody and contrac
tual labour already lessening
due 1o & clever tweak in the
roggar yoma, will biecre
harder to find

Foreign institutional
mvesiors are puling out of the
ghock and commodity raarketa,
which has bed o the fuipos

Pt

Unsurprisingty, the
magnitude of the
critical situation has

msofall
colows in thestate
out of their slumber,

LLES

touching new ks, which in
turnmukes imports, trove and
ecliciatac o bivad Foo axpen-
sive As inving standords take o
hit, ineane dispartis and
soctal pnxceties will increese,
whsch can be deoply troubling
for peare.

The scary  global and
notional  sovnark  doesnt
augur well for the predomi-
nonily agriculturl states of
Punjaly and Haryana which
are  vulnerable to price
shocks. Being o BIP-rulal
slate, Hurvana may get some
i from the Centreand onpe
well, but Pumjab will be left 1o
fend for itsell. BIP kaders in
Punjab selectively pick up
E3suses to target the Bhogwant
Mann govemnment bit skip
thease which require the Cen-
Rre's attention.

‘The latest budgel revesis
that Punjah's growth rade st
6% is below thi national

avernge, If the economy
heeps Noundering. the state’s
fiscal stross could deteriorate.
I the West Asian conflict
drags on, many of the prom-
iaed Rs 55000 crove invest-
mimt proposals made al the
mecent ivaes or summit may
reEnain on ppes

Punjily's exports of promi-
um basmati rice and sporis
goods mostly pass thisugh
ihe Strakt of Hormuz and con-
signments of soma B0 lakh
tomnes of basmot] are stuck
ot porte With insurance and
shippmg rates skyrocketing,
there is o possibility of nn
eatimated B0% decline n
exporis.  Exporiing  textile
aned engimeering enterqprises
are In dire stroits due o
delnys in payments. Hurried
exportess wint tse Centne o
urgently introduce the barter
system of payments — bas
mati noe for enade ol

Unswrprisingly, the magni-
tude of the critical Stuation
has ot shaken politicinns of
all colotirg in Punpb out of
their slumber. Nurtured n
appartuniam and short-term
electornl wins, they continue
with their daily routine of pal-
iticleirgg, blissfully oblivious ti
the gathering dark clouds,

It i8 during & crisis that the
worth of & kader s judged.
When Punjob had Noeds st
year, BIP ministers visited
some affected areas. gave
assuranoss and over time,
forged everything. The Prime
Minsters promased Rs 1.600
erore relief is still wmited.
Now another crisis is in the
making and BIP leadess in

Punjaly are punning oway
from it Few have cared 1o
neach ol Lo exporters in thiir
bevur of el

The problem & the RIP
leaderahip in Delhi does not
seem o take them seriously
oF vite thelr opinion on any
tssue. Punjab occuphes o
place somewhere pear the
hattom in the lis of its priori-
ties. BJP politicians, there-
fore, spend thelr time inoth.
Lt wikys 1o sty in the modia
limelight. They chooie 1o
respond vociferously to the
political  demtion of an
netress’s  hushand,  They
allow themaelves o explode
over a blast oulside thedr
Chandignrhy office, halding
the Pumgab government
regponsble and forgetiing in
the: procesathat the blame for
any disruption ol pesce in the
unboe territory lic with their
orwn Hioane Mindster:

As for the Asm Asdmi Par-
ty, the Congress and the Shi-
ramani Akoli Dal, there ls
hardly a leader of substance
whaose intervention on behalf
of farmicrs and exporers can
extmet  any  meaningful
response from the Centre,

Respensibility, therefore,
les squarely with the BIP
leadership's favaurites Hke
Hardeep Puri. Ravnesi
Singh Bittu, Toranjit Sngh
Sandhu and the lntest caleh,
advpcate HS Phoolka, to per-
suade the Prime Minister to
try io Jook beyond the West
Bengal elections and spare a
thought for Punjeh and at
least try to get what is Pun-
Jobis bogitimate duse,

ers Haryana farmers’ MSP access

!

DIGITISATION WOES : The fanmner who hires a ractoraroilin s ariing ot the mandi gate ina
“eommarcilly operated® vehicis that the kvw does nol recogrise: iLEpaD

ot recopmise. The hired tmol
ey canmot get o tnspart per-
mit. Without 8 transport pes-
mit, the whicle number
cannot be verified Without
werification, no gale s
Without o gate pass, no entry.
The farmer poes home The
trader walts outside the gite,
cash in hand, ready to buy ot
s 400-500kyuintal bekow MSP

The complcations do not
stog 6l the vehicle gate.
Farmers must first register
omthe Meri Fasal Mera Byo-
' portal — 8 prevequisite
thot excludes the tens of
thousands of elderly, mar-
ginnlised and digitafly illit-
erate fwmers who lock
smurtphone secess.

Gate passes must be gen-
erated via the c-Khand

When a farmer has
no functional access
10 MSP purchase
duetoregistration
barriers and the
intimickationofa
system designed to
exchanst him, he will
sell to the traderat
below MSP

miobihe app, which requires
an unrelishle Intemet con:
nection in the villages of
Harvana's fuwming belt,

Thie manedis ane geo-fenond,
20 any GPS diserepancy, net-
work glitch, or server outage
ean prevent o [armer from
entering, with no affline -
back or appeal. Blometric
venfiation of the frmer or
an authorged representative
s mandatory st the time of
bidding —a step that routine-
Iy fsils when the fingerprints
of farmers, worn by years of
fedd work, do not register
cleanly on scanners.

Eoch of these require.
ments, individually, might
pos as o modernisation
mensure. Together, they form
a deliberate gauntlet, and the

[armer od theend of it lsnot o
benificiary: hie s e targiet.

Whole wheat procunsment
hog recoived some sttention;
the govermients abnndon-
ment of mustard Brmiers b
the quidtes and in some
ways more comprele, botry-
ol Muosturd growers peross
Mahendargarh, Revard, Bhi-
wani, Hisar and Fatchabod
ane being forced to sell their
crop to private traders at
prices well bedow the MSP of
Rs 5950 per guintal. Pro-
curcment by government
ugencies under NAFED and
state bodies has been either
ubeent or tokenistic ot most
minnidiz this season.

When a farmer haa no
functional access to MSP
procunement — due o meg-
istration barriers, lack of a
trolley, the simple intimicds-
tion of o system designed to
oxhaust him — he will sall
to whoever is standing in
fromt of him. He times his
arrival to eaincide with the
Eovernment’s abserce.

The most damning evie
dence of imtent, however, is
numorical and undeniable
The Haryana govemment has
wuietly revised its whest pro-
curement target dowrmwand —
Froien 840 Lakh metric lomnes to
72 Lakch metric tonnes for the
202627 senson.

That reduction of B lakh
lonnes, at the current MSP of
Rs 2585 per guintal
amounts 1o approximately
Rs 2088 crore in MSP
income that Horvana's fanm-
erawill mot roceve fnom gov-

emment procurement.

That maaey docs mot cvap-
arate. It trunefers, as it does
every year whin  procun-
mont falls short, to private
traders who absorh the sur-
pluis it prices Ts 40010 R 500
below MSP This Is not an
administrative calilyation. It
iva gate-engineoned transfer
of wealth — frem the fimer
tothe trader — ececutid qui-
etly, withmg announcement,
by ot govermment.

The Centrml pgovernment
has, for over o decade,
refused to transloe the
Suaminathan Commission's
landmark recommendotion
into lww — that MSP be set o
2+ 50%, meaning a guaran-
e 5070 prodit ever the com-
prehensive cost of cultiva-
tion, including land rental.

Even the curment MSPof Hs
2585 per quintal for wheat
falls short of this benchmark
in maost Haryans districts
whin inputl costs, labour
chiesed and rmijgation areacou-
mately scooumted. Even with-

in this alresdy Hmited frame-
work, procurement torgets
are betng cut.

‘The: fnrmier whio grows this
country's food does not have
th ry of n portal, agate
pass timeline or 1 biometric
seanner. The farmer hos o
field, a family, a loan and a
harvest ripening right now
under the April sun. Gover-
nance 5 not sboot ilding
svatems that protect the
govemment  isell  from
scountobility, ransporency
and efficiency:
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Wheat exports to resume
after 4-yr ban, quotas soon

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, April 12

SEVERAL COUNTRIES
INCLUDING Egypt, Indonesia,
Myanmarand Bangladeshhave
shown interest in importing
wheat after Indialifted a nearly
four-year-old export ban. The
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade(DGFT)is likelytoallocate
wheat export quotas soon,
sources said.

Trade sources said that due
to sup ply disruptions caused
by geopolitical factors, wheat
export prospects look promis-
ing this year, This follows the
government allowing ship-
ments of 2.5 million tonne
(MT) of grainandan additional
0.5 MT of processed wheat
products in February 2026, cit-
ing surplus stocks and a
prospect of a record harvest.

“With Indian wheat cost
and freight (CFR) rates to
Bangladesh hoveringaround §
275-280 per tonne, exports
appearviableand competitive,
While recent unseasonal rains
raise minor quality concerns,
the Governmentapprovals sig-
nal strong potential for trade,
supporting farmers alike,”
Navneet Chitl angia, president,
Roller Flour Millers’ Federation
of India,told FE.

India,the world's second-
largest wheat producer after
China, imposed the ban on
wheat and wheat-product

MARKET RESET

W Export quotas expected
soon by DGFT
B Surplus stocks: FCI holds
‘about22 MTvs 7.46 MT
buffer norm
M Record W Retail
output prices
projected: stable:
Around 2 30.8 per kg,
120 MT 3% y-o-y

wheatin FY26 decline

exports in May 2022 due to
concemns over food security,a
smaller harvest, and rising
inflation.

At the beginning of April,
FCI held over 22 MT of wheat
stock against a buffer of 7.46
MT. Trade analysts say this
comfortablestock position has
contributed to price stability in
retail markets.

The average retail price of
wheat according to the

Department of Consumer
Affairs, was Rs 30.81/kg, a
marginal decline of 3% year-
on-year.

Chitlangia also stated that
recent unseasonal rains, hail-
storms, and associated winds
have impacted wheat crops
across 9 states and 152 dis-
tricts, affecting over 4.2 mil-
lion hectares."This has caused
qualitative lossesot 20-30%in
affected  areas—primarily
grain discolouration, loss of
lustre, and elevated moisture
content—along witha quanti-
tative loss of 2 MT," he said.

The Agriculture Ministry
has projected a record 120 MT
of wheat output in the 202 5-
2026 crop years (July-June),
trade sources said this output
is definitely higher than the
117 MT from the 2024-25
crop year.

The area under wheat this
season has increased to 33 .41
million hectares (mha), 3%
higherthan last year,exceeding
the normal sown area of 31.2
mha. Agriculture Minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan has stated
that unseasonal rains and hail-
storms have damagedstanding
rabi crops across 0.24 million
hectares sofarin several states,
with the wheat crop being the
most affected.

Thegovernmentisaimingto
buyover 30 MT of wheat from
farmersin keyproducing states
during the 2026-27.
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Agrochem sector expects
input cost benefits after
Customs duty reduction

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 2 April

The almost 70,000 crore Indian
agrochemical sector expects an
8-9 per cent drop in their input
costs as the government lowered
customs duty on major chemicals
and petro-chemicals for three
months in the wake of the West
Asia crisis. But, this may not have
an impact on kharif pricing, as
inventories have already been
built up, experts said.

The duty exemption will start
from April 2and continuetill June
30, 2026, an official order said.

“The actual impact of this
reduction in Customs duty would
be felt in the second half of this
fiscal (FY27), when new products
will be produced, because for now,
most companies have already pro-
duced their plant protection
chemicalsand even 40-50 per cent
of them have been despatched to
the dealers,” a senior industry
official remarked.

Earlier on Thursday, the gov-
ernment lowered Customs duty
on a host of chemicals and petro-
chemical items like isopropyl
alcohol, PVC, polypropylene,

polystyrene, MEG and also
formaldehyde (a good stabiliser)
that are used extensively in the
manufacturing of pesticides, her-
bicides and fungicides.

Dr Kalyan Goswami, director
general of Agro Chem Federation
of India (ACFI), welcomed the
duty cut, saying it will ensure that
Indian farmers have an uninter-
rupted supply of vital agri inputs.

“ACFI would also strongly
recommend the immediate inclu-
sion of several essential chemi-
cals, specifically acetone,
acetonitrile xylene, ETFA, and
heptane, in the relevant statutory
list to ensure continued oper-
ational stability across the sector,”
Goswami said.

Current industry inventory
levels are projected to be
exhausted by August-September
2026 and new inventory will be
required soon after, he said.

“The situation is worsening as
vessels are experiencing delays
against their scheduled arrival in
India. This necessitates extending
the order to quarter (Q2) to
mitigate the impact of these
delays on material availability,”
Goswami said.
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Rabi procurement commences today;
govtintroduces tech-driven reforms

Trsune NEws SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 1
Harvana s set to roll out an
uppraded, technology driven
procurernent system as the
rabi marketing season 2026-
27 begins on Apnil 1, with the
state government l‘lmmmg
full preparedness and
ANNAINCINE & S8 1S of e as-
ures o streamline operations
and enhance transparency:
The procurement drive will
continue 81 May 15 across
mandis in the state, In a sig-
nificant relief fo farmers, the
government has relaxed the
requirement of their physical
presence during the procure
ment process. While procare
ment will remain biometric-
baged, verification can now
be completed either by the
Farrmer or any one of the three
nominees designated by him.
In a bid to curb irregular-
ties, ol mandi locations
have been geo-fenced. This
ensures that key activitdes
such as issuance of gate
passes, auctioning. genera-
tion  of J-Forms {sale
receipts) and fting of pro-
duee are carned out strictly
within mandl premises.
Minister of State for Food,

Biometric verification ¢

A T

ek
= hpynget; 5 e =

B Procurement perod: Apal 1to May15
B Biometric verification: Farmer or one
nominee allowed

B Gaofencing: st formandes & storage points:

B Crop verification: Sawikte imagery + field
inspection + HARSAC heat maps

ised; geo-fencing to ensure ransparency

BGate pass rules: Vehicle photo and num-
ber mandatory

SEligibility: Cnly registered farmers on Mer

Fasal Mera Byora portal
B Dbjective: Transparency, authenticity, and

streamiined procuremeant system

Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs Rajesh Nagar
sard, “To achieve this, phys-
ical presence of farmer or
any of his designated nomi-
nee within the geo-fenced

zone of the mandi would be
verified, thereby prevent-
ing any unsuthorised indi-
widual from fraudulently
selling the produce in the
farmer’s name.”

He added that procure-
ment would be carried out
only for farmers regis-
tered on the Meri Fasal
Mera Byora portal.

To  further strengthen

authenticity, the government
has introduced a8 multi-lay-
ered crop verification sys-
tem, “The crop verification
will be dane theough a satel-
lite imagery-based system to
verify the crops grown on the
land declared by the fumers,
mgpected by revenue, dis-
trict agriculture afficials, and
heat maps gencrated by
Haryuina Space Appheation
Centre (HARSAC) as a third
layer of validation uging,” the
mintster said.

Strict norms have also been
laid down for gate pass
issuance. Upleading of vehi-
cle photographs along with
registration mumbers has
been made mandatory, “In
case where vehicles do not
have number plates, famers
will be allowed todisplay the
number manually on paper
or by paint, which will be
treated as valid,” he added

Exit pate passes will be
issued only when vehicles
are physically present within
geo-fenced mandi  zones.
Similar geo-fencing norms
have been extended to stor-
age locations to ensure that
foodgrain & accepted in
warchouseés only upon veri-
fied physical presence

Govt extends zero duty import of tur,
urad; retains 30% levy on yellow peas

Vishwanath Kulkarni

Bengaluru

term visibility for the in-
dustry,” said Bimal Kothari,

striction,

tion and without port re-
subject to the

The Union government has
extended the import policy
for key pulses, such as tur,
urad and vellow peas, by an-
other year till March 31,
2027, to ensure adequate
supplies.

Black matpe (urad) and pi-
geon pea (tur) imports will
continue to remain duty-
free, while yellow peas will
continue to attract an import
duty of 30 per cent. The cur-
rent import policy for tur,
urad and yellow peas ended
on Tuesday.

“It'sagood decision by the
government to extend the
import policy for another
year as it will provide long

Chairman, India Pulses and
Grains Association.

DGFT NOTIFICATION
Kothari said with this policy
extension, the pulses import
volumes are likely to be over
5 million tonnes (mt) during
2026-27, similar to the cur-
rent year’s volumes.

Pulses import volumes are
seen reducing to around 5.23
mt this fiscal from 7.3 mt a
year ago, he said.

The DGFT, in separate no-
tifications, said the free im-
port policy of tur and urad
stands extended up to March
31,2027

“Import of yellow peas is
free without the MIP (min-
imum import price) condi-

registration under online im-
port monitoring with imme-
diate effect, for all import
consignments where Bill of
lading is issue on or before
March 31,2027, it said.

The pulses trade was ex-
pecting the government to
maintain a status quo on the
current import policy for tur
and urad amidst concerns of
the emergence of El Nino,
which may bring in lower-
than-normal rain impacting
the production of key kharif
pulses.

Besides, the ongoing war
in West Asia has disrupted
the supply chain resulting in
higher freight and insurance
costs, and in likely higher
imports.
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Hailstorm hits standing crops,
farmers fear loss of output

Growers seek special girdawari to assess crop losses

DeepENDER DESWAL

TN ML N EYS SENVCE

HISAR/[IND, MARCH 31

A sudden spell of hailstorm
coupled with rain has left
farmers in several villages of
Hisar and Jind districts wor-
ried, with standing rabi crops
suffering damage just ahead
of harvesting. Hail accompa-
nied by strong winds flat-
tened crops in many areas.
damaging ripened grains of
wheat and mustard and rais-
ing concerns over both yield
and quality,

According to the India
Meteorological Department,
most districts in Haryana
received light to moderate
rainfall on Tuesday. Mahen-
dragarh recorded the highest
rainfall at & mm, followed by
Hisar with 7.8 mm. The
weather disturbance also led
to a slight dip of 0.3°C in the
average maximum tempera-
ture across the state,

In Hisar distriet, villages
such as Kharia, Dobhi, Shah-
pur, Matrashyam, FKirtan,
Siswala and Rawalwas wit-
nessed intense hailstorm
along with rain, resulting in
damage to standing crops.

Farmers said wheat, mus-
tard, barley, gram and fodder
crops were among the worst
affected. The flattening of
crops dueto hail and wind has
heightened fears of signifi-
cant losses. Though no offi-
clal assessment has been eon-
ducted so far, farmers daimed
that the damage was substan-
tial and urged the state gov-
ernment to initiate a special
girdawari for loss assessment
and compensation.

Hailstorm and rainfall were
also reported from villages,
including Kharkari Khalcha
and Shahpur areas, aswell as
parts of the Sullthani region.

A farmer, Ram Prakash
Bishnoi, said, “Hail can dam-
age ripened wheat grains.
However, there is no major
impact in areas where the

Flattened wheat crop in avillage in Hisar district. TRiBUNE PrOTO

AVERAGE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE DIPS 0.3°C

¥ According to the India Meteorclogical Department, most districts
in Haryana received light to moderate rainfall on Tuesday. Mahen-
dragarh recorded the highest rainfall at 8 mm, followed by Hisar
with 7.8 mm. The weatherdisturbance also led to a slight dip of
0.3°Cin the average maximum temperature across the state.

B Eyperts attributed the sudden weatherchange to western distur-
bances. The Head of the Department of Agricultural Meteorology
at Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural University said
such conditions are likely to persist til Wednesday,

size of hails is tiny",

Experts attributed the sud-
den weather change to west-
ern disturbances. The Head
of the Departmentof Agricul-
tural Metearology at Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University said
such conditions are likely to
persist till Wednesday,

Meanwhile, the All Tndia
Kizan Sabha has demanded
immediate government
intervention, citing wide-
spread crop damage. In a
joint statement, district pres-

ident Kapoor Smmgh Bagla,
district secretary Sarbat
Smgh Punia and district vice-
president Shamsher Nuny
berdar said farmers across
several villages in Hisar had
suffered losses to wheat,
mustard and gram erops over
the past two days.

The farmer  leaders
demanded that the compen-
sation portal be opened at
the earliest and that a spe-
cial girdawari be conducted
by the administration to
assess the damage.
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Cash crunch hits farm co-ops,
govt plans interest rate hike

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Mounting finan-
cial stress among primary ag-
riculture cooperative societies
(PACS) has pushed the govt to
reconsider its decision to cut
their loan profit margins, with
a proposal now on the table to
raise it from 1.75% to 3%.
The move comes amid de-
clining financial support
from National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD) and growing
concerns over the viability of
grassroots cooperative insti-
tutions that play a key role in
farm credit delivery
The reduction in margins
was introduced in 2024-25, but
officials say the decision has
strained PACS finances and
many now face an “existen-
tial erisis” due to shrinking
income streams. Many socie-
ties are struggling to meet
basic operational costs such
as salaries, office rent and
even stationery purchases.
“Karnataka has about
50,000 PACS but about 14,000
are defunct,” a senior coop-
eration department official
said. “PACS are demanding
an increase in interest share
on govt-funded loans given to
farmers at 0%. The coopera-
tion department is seeking
finance department approval
to hike it back to 3%."
Responding during the re-
cent budget session, chief
minister Siddaramaiah said
the state was reviewing the
margin structure and is stud-
ying practices in other states.
“Considering profit mar-

FINANCIAL STRAIN: NABARD assistance dropped from Rs 5,600 crore in

Gatty Images

2023-24 to Rs 3,236 crore in 2024-25, compounding the problem

gins of 0.75%, 1.25%, 1.8%
and 2% in PACs in Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu
and Maharashtra respective-
1y, officials have sought more
information to increase in-
vestments in local PACs,” he
said in a written reply.

Capacity to pay norms
Siddaramaiah also acknowl-
edged operational challenges
faced by PACS but indicated
that diversification could pro-
vide some relief. “As per Prof
Vaidyana than Committee rec-
ommendations, PACs that fall
under NABARD have been
asked to introduce ‘capacity
to pay’ norms and set aside
0.5% of profit margins for hu-
man resources,” he said.
“However, with profit margin
reduced to 0.25% there has
been a slight reduction in
available resources. But this
cannot be a reason for PACS
to shut down.”

To strengthen revenue
streams, the govt is encourag-

ing PACS to expand into al-
lied activities such as run-
ning Jan Aushadhi centres,
multi-service outlets, Kisan
Samriddhi Kendras, ware-
housing and fuel distribution.

The financial strain has
been compounded by a sharp
fall in NABARD assistance.
Funding dropped from Rs
5,600 crore in 2023-24 to Rs
3,236 crore in 2024-25, impact-
ingthe interest subsidy pipe-
line to the cooperative sector.
Allocations for 2025-26 are yet
to be finalised. “NABARD has
again not given any indica-
tion on the extent of funds it
will release to the state this
year,” officials said. “It ap-
pears the state will have to
step in to provide financial
assistance to farmers and
farming cooperatives.”

The proposed revision in
margins is now seen as a key
step to stabilise the coopera-
tive credit system as the state
govt weighs a larger role in
rural finance.

Fertilizer procurement faces ‘too

many ifs’ for the rabi

season, says FM

been able to reduce the ex-

Cur Bureau
Hew Delhi

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday ac-
knowledged that there are
too many “ifs" in purchasing
fertilizer through renders for
the fortheoming rabi season,
However, she assured that
there is an adequate stock of
fertilizer available for the
kharif season. She also high-
lighted thar Indin has the
fiscal space to support sec-
tors impacted by the escalat-
ing West Asia crisis, while
the Reserve Bank of India has
TOOM 1o Cut interest rates w
deal with global challenges.
“We should start tender-
ing out for rabi season.
There's excess buying, but
we can’t deny the farmer,
Supplier is unclear on price
insurance and logistics an is-
sué insurers are refusing to
insure certain  shipments
This is uncertainty, even if
we want to prep in advance,
there are so many ifs” she
said while speaking at an
event organised by the Na-

Nirmala Sitharaman,
Finance Minister

tional Institute of Public Fin-
ance and Policy here.

ENOUGH FISCAL SPACE

She assured that there is
enough fiscal space available
to meet the challenges
caused by the war in West
Asia. “India has fiscal space,
room to maintain our capex
programme, room for the
RBI o cut rates, room to of-
fer targeted support to af-
fected sectors,” she said,
while attributing this as a di-
vidend of a decade of fiscal
discipline. “This is the stra-
tegie value of fiscal prudence
that pays dividends across
decades. Therefore, we have

cise duty on diesel and pet-
rol; specific exemptions were
given on critical petrochem-
ical products and SEZs 1o op-
erate in DTA," she said.

Obgerving that the cur-
rent year is even more chal-
lenging than the previous
one, Sitharaman sad, “The
escalation of Middle Ease
conflict has evolved from a
regional  security  concern
into @ systemic tremor
threatening vital arteries of
global energy, and hardening
the lines of new multipolar
world order.”

She said the world eco-
nomy is witnessing volaility,
uncertainty, complexity, and
ambiguity, and thar global
public debt has surged,

According to the Minister,
global public debt had surged
to approximately $106 tril-
liom, exceeding 95 per cent of
global GDP. As per the IMF,
the US had a debt-1o-GDP ra-
tio of 125 per cent in 2025,
with Japan at a stggering
235 per cent., Many advanced
economies that spent dee-
ades running expansionary

fiscal policies now find them-
selves  with  constrained
policy space precisely when
they need it most.

DEBT-TO-GDF RATIO
Againgt this backdrop, India
continues to stand out, “Cur
general government debt-to-
GDP ratio (which includes
Seates” debrt), at approxim-
ately 81 per cent, is the low-
¢St among major cconomies
after Germany, More im-
portantly, India is the only
major economy where the
IMF projects this ratio to fall
significantly, to 75.8 per cent
by 2030, while the debt out-
look for the advanced eco-
nomies such as US, China,
Germany, and others is pro-
Jjected o worsen,” she said.

Further, India’s external
debt-to-GDF ratio stands at
just 19.1 per cent (as of
September 2025), ome of the
lowest in the emerging mar-
kerworld,

India’s forex reserves, at
over $688 billion (as of
March 31), provide import
cover of approximarely 11
months, a substantial buffer.
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Non-urea fertiliser subsidy
hiked 11% for kharif season

SAFEGUARDING FARMERS

®341,533-crore
outlay approved
by Cabinet

SANDIP DAS

Mew Delhi, April 8

TO PROTECT FARMERS from
thevolatilityin global prices of
soll nutrients, the Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a sub-
sidyof ¥41,533 croreforphos-
phatic and potassic (P&K) fer-
tilisers forthe kharif 2026-27
season  (April-September)
under the nutrient-based sub-
sidy (NBS) mechanism.

The NBS allocation for the
upcoming season hasincreased
11% (by ¥4,317 crore), com-
pared to the previous kharif
season (2025-26).This means
prices of non-urea soil nutri-
ents, largely used for paddy,
pulses andoilseeds, will remain
unchanged for the next kharif
season.Farmers continue to get
diammonium phosphate (DAF)
at ¥1,350/50 kg bag despite
global volatility in its price.

“Since Covid, global price
fluctuations have not impacted
the pricesof fertiliser provided
to farmers, although the sub-
sidy burden has increased,”
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said, adding that the West Asia
warhasimpacted fertilisersup-
plies and prices.

With the increase in NBS,
the fertiliser subsidy might
cross the budget estimate (BE)
of ¥1.7 lakh crorefor 2026-27.
Of the fertiliser subsidy bud-

® Fertiliser subsidy mOfthe BE, ¥1.16 ® Subsidies
might cross the lakh crore has been are paid
budget estimate earmarked for urea directly to
(BE) of ¥1.7 lakh and ¥54,139 crore fertiliser
crore for 2026-27 under NBS companies
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ASHWINI YAISHNAW, MINISTER,
INFORMATION & BROADCASTING
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Since Covid, global price
fluctuations have not
impacted fertiliser prices,
altEnugh the subsidy
burden has increased

THE UNION CABINET is
learnt to have cleared on
Wednesday the draft Bill for
amendmentsto theWomen's
Reservation Act that will
ensure an increase in the
number of Lok Sabha seatsto
816 with 273 reserved for
women,and itsimplementa-

Cabinet okays draft Bill for Women
Reservation Act amendments

tioninthe 2029 general elec-
tions. Sources privy to the
development said that a
meeting of the Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved the
draftbill fortheamendments
to the law, Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, -PTI

geted for the current fiscal,
¥1.16lakhcrore isforureaand
54,139 crore under NBS.
NBS isannounced for both
kharif and rabi seasons. Even
though a policy of “fixed sub-
sidy”has beenin place for P&K
fertilisers since 2010, in prac-
tice, the government has been
adjusting the subsidies based
on global prices inrecentyears

to help the farmers,

Subsidies are paid directly
to fertiliser companies,
enablingthem tosell fertilisers
to farmers at affordable prices
using point-of-sale machines.

Usually, the BE is kept at a
conservative level and subse-
quently hiked over the year
based ondemand and global
prices.
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Cabinet nod to<41,534 cr
fertilizer subsidy ahead
of monsoon sowing

NEw DELHI

THE  government  on
Wednesday approved 12
per cent hike in subsidy
for Phosphatic and Potas-
sic (P&K) fertilisers for
Kharif 2026 season to Rs
41,534 crore in order to
insulate farmers from ris-
ing global prices amid the
West Asia conflict. The sub-
sidy for P&K fertilisers for
Kharif 2025 season was Rs
37,216 crore. The decision,
taken at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, fixed sub-
sidy rates effective April 1
to September 30, 2026. For
Kharif 2026, the govern-
ment has set subsidy for
nitrogen at Rs 47.32 per kg
(up from Rs 43.02 per kg in
rabi 2025-26), phosphate at
Rs 52.76 per kg against Rs
47.96 per kg, and sulphur
at Rs 3.16 per kg against
Rs 2.87 per kg). The pot-

ash subsidy has been held
steady at Rs 2.38 per kg.
Subsidy is extended across
28 grades of P&K fertilisers
under the Nutrient Based
Subsidy (NBS) scheme, in
force since April 2010. “The
subsidy has been increased
by Rs 4,317 crore over Kha-
rif 2025 season, Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw told
reporters.

Despite a sharp increase
in Di-ammonium Phos-
phate (DAP) prices in in-
ternational markets since
the Covid years, the minis-
ter said the retail price for
farmers has been held at Rs
1,350 for a 50-kg bag.

Gadkari sees
farmers as
future energy
providers

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
Raisen iMF'_I_I. .~'-_t_|_::_-ri| 13

ROADTRANSPORTMINISTER
Nitin Gadkari said on Monday
that farmers must evolve
beyondtheirtraditional role as
food producers to become
providers of energy, fuel and
hydrogen, as the government
seeks to diversify rural
incomes and reduce the coun-
try's dependence on imports.

Speaking at the conclusion
of a four-day national agricul-
ture festival 'Unnat Krishi
Mahotsav'in Raisen (Madhya
Pradesh), Gadkarisaid agricul-
turalresidues,biomass,ethanol,
compressed natural gas and
hydrogen presented untapped
income opportunities for
India's farming community.

"Knowledge is the greatest
power, and transforming this
knowledge into wealth is the
most pressing need of theagri-
cultural sector today,’ Gadkari
told hundreds offarmers gath-
ered at the event,

The minister said artificial
intelligence, satellite-based
information systems, drones
and nano urea were reshaping
modem agriculture and u:ged
farmers to embrace technol-
ogy to drive down costs and
boost productivity.

On water conservation, a
critical issue for India's rain-
dependent farming sector,
Gadkar outlined a simple
principle: slow fast-flowing
water,stopslow-movingwater
and allow stagnant water to
seep into the ground."Just as
moeney is deposited in a bank,
water must be deposited into
the ground,” he said.

Gadkari also flagged the
need forstronger post-harvest
infrastructure, warning that
surplus production without
adequate cold storage, pro-
cessing plantsandvalue-addi-
tion facilities would depress
farm prices. He identified
dairy, fisheries and the blue
economy as priority sectors for
raising rural incomes.
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Expert opinion divided over impact of
below-normal monsoon on food inflation

—
Shishir Sinha
Mew Delhi

With the IMD's forecasts for
below-normal rainfall, the
debate on retail food infla-
tion has begun. This year's
situation is more critical,
with a heatwave, energy
price shocks and issues re-
lated to fertilisers also ex-
pected to play a key role in
food prices. However, eco-
nomic research appears to be
divided on the impact of
lower-than-normal rainfall
on food inflation.

While the Indian Metrolo-
gical Department (IMD) has
pegged the 2026 monsoon at
92 per cent of the Long
Period Average (LPA}, witha
model error margin of ®5
per cent, private forecaster
Skymet has projected rain-
fall at 94 per cent of LPA, also
with a ®5 per cent margin.
This places the season firmly
in the “below-normal” cat-
egory; a normal monsoon is
defined as rainfall between
96 per cent and 104 per cent
of the LPA. As Indian farm-
ers are largely dependent on
the South-West Monsoon for
irrigation, a below-normal
monsoon has added to the
worries.

The possibility of lower
productivity due to various
factors, including a below-
normal monsoon, will have
an impact on food inflation
and that will, in turn, push

Rainfall LPA vs food inflation

Deviation Food Food grain
from LPO inflation production
(in %) {in %) {000 tonnes)

2017-18 95 7 2,85,010
2018-19 91 0 2,85,210
2019-20 110 1 2,897,500
2020-21 109 3 3,10,740
2021-22 95 ] 3,15,616
2022-23 106 3 3,29,687
2023-24 94 8 3,32,298
2024-25 107 8 3.57.7132
2025-26 108 (-1 3,48,657
2026-27 92" 5-5.5% TBA

*IMD Forecast, "SBI Forecast  Source; SB| research, IMD

headline inflation. While the
share of Food & Beverages
(F&B) has declined in the
new series (base year 2024),
it remains the largest com-
ponent of the CPI basket.
The share in the previous
series (base vear 2012) was
45.86 per cent, against 36.75
per cent now.

FOOD PRICE OUTLOOK
Crisil said that in the coming
maonths, while a low base will
perk up food inflation, the
adverse impact of heatwaves
and increased risk from a be-
low-normal South-West
monsoon assign an upside to
food inflation.

Nomura said while infla-
tion has a patchy relation-
ship with monsoon levels, an
overly hot Summer and sub-
normal rains could impact
agricultural output and pose
an upside risk to food prices.

“Potential shortages of fer-
tilisers could increase input
costs for farmers, even as
prices are considerably sub-
sidised by the government.
Rising commodity prices
could further add to impor-
ted food inflation, especially
in items such as edible oils,
where India is a net im-
porter,” the agency said,
while adding that lower de-
mand from restaurants and
households coping with LPG
shortages could temper
some of the inflationary
pressures. “We expect a
gradual uptick in F&B infla-
tion from 3 per cent in Q1 to
close to 6 per cent by Q4,” it
said.

However, SBI Research
has a slightly different take.
Historical patterns suggest
that the relationship (below-
normal monsoon and feod

inflation) is not linear.

“Years with relatively com-
fortable rainfall have wit-
nessed elevated food infla-
tion such as 98 per cent
rainfall with 8.43 per cent
food inflation in FY09, 102
per cent with 15.2 per cent in
FY11, while weaker rainfall
vears such as 93 per cent
(FY13) and 91 per cent
(FY19) were associated with
much lower food inflation of
6.3 per cent and 0.09 per
cent, respectively,” it said.

Further, it emphasised
that the implication is that
the all-India monsoon aver-
age, by itself, is an insuffi-
cient guide to the food price
outlook. What matters more
is the spatial distribution of
rainfall across major crop-
producing regions and its
timing during the sowing
and crop-development
phases.
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Despite parties’ . y 1 :
poll promises, GOVt assures adequate wheat, rice stocks;
farmers fear directs States to act against hoarding
for the future
of agriculture o

CHENNAL

ok fammally, ownig about two dosen

acres in o vilage pear S of

Virdinuegas district, raised nuaize
ahiks year. The Camily spend arosmad 19 lakh,
bt could earm andy 84 Likh, suffering a loss of
B lakh, "Ouir e ks fit only for dry land
Tarming, as there b no scope for irrigation
theougeh any river network, OF course, there is
naot ok rakn. This ks why we have been
ralsing crops such os makze, millet, or comton,
i possile. As an er-crop, we sometmes
ot for black gram,” explain an elberly
miember of the family.

speaking of the ecoiomic viability of
Tarmiieg, the elberly person says that thaugh
the faanily has the means to witlstand the
Boms this yeas, it huas dechled not o camy on
farming by itselfl hereafter, as the cklers are
it sune then the younger membeers of the
Lamily are not keen on purasing Brming.

1n the village of Mullukurichi, located at
the foat of the Kolll Hills, aind abot 30 kn
Trowm Rasiparam in Mamakdal disricy, It
Balachander, 57, has been wnsenaking
Tnrming on U acres, passed down 1o hin by
This Gt her abowt 35 years sgi Despite nsch
of hls Liunad haviag becn covered under dry
Land farming, the svailabilny of free power
supply for agriculiure enabbes lim o malse o
mlx of crops, inchiking paskty, In SMamakkal
elistrice, he s one of those chosen under &
schemiie ol il Unlon governiment for
reducing the consumption of chemical
Tentilier, The idea is 1o cut consumption by
50% and encourage sgriculiuriss w shift to
matumal mod organic practices.

e hns been able to make a modest gain,
b his son and davgheer-in-lvw, both
el placed il TF sector in Bengalum,
have cormveyed thelr disinteres in agricubiune
o ke, “Afer me, no one foomy Beily ds
ferkng tor take up farming.” Mr, Balichander
says, with o tinge of sadness.

These bwo eximples are not confined to
thie southern or western districts of the Sue;
simillar stories can be heand in the fertiie
Cauvery delta region and northern districts
sch as Cucdabore and Yillupuram. But a
pervsl of the manifiestos of the principal
Drarvicion parties = the DME and the ALADME
~ reveesths that thisy have not captused this
ks, The same holds good fior the 8T,
wlibch & contesting in all 234 constimuencies
o A owi. Yet, all the parties have come up
with varkos proposals in support of the larm
sector, though they do not seem o enthuse
thee farmaers, a6 the proposals are generally
vewed a8 the extension of the existing
sehemies, and the ubtimate test lies in their
effective implementarion.

Vs ol fnpats

=Two Eses eed to b mekled on 3 war
footing,” says Mr. Balachander. Many farmers
still do not have adequate knowbedge of the
mse of Inputs, be b seeds or manure. They
need to be sensitised oo their judicious wse,
Soil test has 10 be performed af regubar
ntervals, he adds, Ansher probdem is the
absence of a vibrant ageiculiural marketing
miechardsm, he nores. The Virudhunagar
agriculuriss calls for a rellabde procirement
system for mukee, millers, and other crops.
Hassles (n securing loans from agriculneral
cooperative societies have to be eliminated,
T says

Sibver loalng

TEut thiere & some room for cheer. MG,
Reajenadran, a Barmer ol Makiveppankurtal
wllagee b S Buamangmbam taluk of
Mamakkal district, has two sons, both of
whom ave aken up Farming despie haviing
completed higher studies, “In my case, [am
Rucky, a5 my sons are decply interested. They
experiment with drip irrigation and onganic
farmibg. If the Unfon and State governoents
demonstrate that their poliches and schemes
wlehid moderate aing, i will build confidence
amany the youth to take up agrioudnere”

The Centre on Monday as-
sured that buffer stocks of
wheat and rice are sufficient
to handle any supply exigen-
cies. While affirming that
West Asia’s conflict had not
caused “unusual volatility”
in essential commodity
prices despite disruptions to
crude and LPG imports, the
government directed the
States to aggressively target

hoarding and black
marketing.
At an inter-ministerial

briefing on recent develop-
ments in West Asia, Anupam
Mishra, Additional Secretary
in the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs, said the de-
partment is keeping a close
watch on the food security
situation in the country. He
said the department is mon-
itoring the prices of food
commodities, ensuring sup-
plyand also making efforts to
prevent hoarding and black
marketing.

C Shikha, Joint Secretary
in the Department of Food
and Public Distribution, said
the Centre had adequate
stock of foodgrains — 222
lakh tonnes (It) of wheat and
around 380 It of rice — al-
most three times above the
buffer norms.

The quarterly buffer
norms prescribe the govern-
ment to maintain minimum
74.6 It of wheat and 135.8 It
of rice in the official reserve
as on April 1.

Ui el tAa

-

KEEPING CLOSE WATCH. Anupam Mishra (right), Additional
Secretary, Department of Consumer Affairs, at an
inter-ministerial briefing in New Delhi on Monday

“This is quite enough to
take care of PDS require-
ment as well as any emer-
gency requirement,” said
Sikha. There is absolutely no
hike in the prices of both
wheat and rice in past year,
she added.

EDIBLE OIL SITUATION
On edible oil, where India is
import dependent to an ex-
tent as high as 55-60 per
cent, she said that imports
from key partners, such as
Indonesia, Malaysia, Russia,
Ukraine, Argentina and
Brazil, are continuing stead-
ily and domestic availability
remains comfortable despite
global uncertainties. Do-
mestic mustard production
had also strengthened the
supply, she added.

However, the government
will continue to monitor the
edible oil situation closely
and will intervene if re-
quired, she said without
elaborating the kinds of in-
terventions planned.

Though she said the retail

price of sugar is stable with
inflation around 3 per cent
over the past three years, she
declined to comment on
whether the government
plans to restrict exports,
amid reports of a move to al-
low higher ethanol blending
with petrol from the current
20 per cent.

Mishra said the Consumer
Affairs Department gathers
data of wholesale and retail
prices of 40 commodities on
adaily basis from 528 centres
across India through a mo-
bile App.

“What we have seen so far,
there has been no unusual
volatility in prices of the es-
sential commodities,” he
said.

Highlighting that the pro-
duction of pulses this year is
higher than the previous year
and also currently 28 It of
buffer stock of pulses lie with
the government, he said still
imports of tur and urad had
been allowed without quant-
itative restriction till March
2027.
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MP’s soymeal deal crushed
by 50% amid West Asia jam

Drops From 93K Tonnes In Feb To 40-50K Now | SOPA cries foul

Meenakshi.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

Indore: India’s soybean meal
exports are set to drop sharply
by nearly 50 percent in March
compared to February, as the
ongoing West Asia conflict dis-
rupts shipping routes and
weakens demand from key in-
ternational buyers-dealing a
significant blow to the agri
economy of Madhya Pradesh,
the country’s leading soybean-
producing state and a major
trading hub.

Export volumes are expect-
ed to fall to 40,000-50,000 tonnes
in March, down from about
93,000 tonnes in February, Ex-
porters warn the situation
could worsen in April due toa
lack of fresh orders and a se-
vere shortage of containers.

Madhya Pradesh, which
dominates India’s soybean pro-
duction and trade, is among the
worst affected by the disruption.
The slowdown is already visible
in local mandis, where traders
report sluggish stock moverment
and weakening sentiment.

MANDI BLUES

According to DN Pathak,
executive director of the Soy-
bean Processors Association
of India(SOPA), logistical chal-
lenges have severely impacted
export activity Container
shortages, disrupted wvessel
movement, and delays linked
to the conflict have significant-
ly reduced shipment volumes.
Soyvbean meal, a key by-prod-
uct used as a high-protein in-
gredient in poultry and live-
stock feed, is an important ex-
port commadity for India, Ma-
jor markets include West Asia,

Europe, and East Africa. How-
ever, disruptions in shipping
routes, rising warrisk insur-
ance premiums, and higher
freight costs have made ex-
ports increasingly unviable-
especially in price-sensitive
markets.

Key buyers such as Iran
and other Middle Eastern
countries have scaled back pur-
chases, leading to a build-up of
domestic stocks. Industry par-
ticipants say uncertainty con-
tinues to weigh on the market,
with little hope of nearterm

recovery. “Uncertainty contin-
ues to weigh on the market and
exports are unlikely to recover
in the near term as shipments
remaindisrupted. The year had
already begun on a weak note
due to higher prices of Indian-
origin meal, and ongoing geo-
political tensions are expected
to keep demand subdued and
delay fresh orders,” said VK
Jain, an Indore-based exporter
who shipped a substantial
quantity of sovbean meal in
Feb. Exporters said Indian-ori-
gin soybean meal is currently
quoted at around $500-8505 per
tonne for South East Asian
countries compared with $420
t0 $430 per tonne offered by Bra-
zil and Argentina for the same
markets, making India less
competitive globally In MP, the
export slowdown is starting to
reflect in mandi sentiment with
traders reporting slower stock
lifting, In the 202425 il year,
soybean meal exports fell to
20.23 lakh tonnes compared to
22,75 lakh tonnes in the previ-
ous year, indicating sustained
pressure on overseas demand.

‘Region-specific plans to boost farm income on the anvil’

A dterve-cky pivatiamal el

et ekt oo sanigl comtfier v
lomiee K it Adivotaw
cornclnuledd af Rantsers, AlacBipa
Frisesh on Moy Seversl
privaieand goperneens
curmned firmis, laking
Serrilverimanufaciten,

R pquipmmenl

ks seed

compRnies

e ris reandeel v e

v Agnodfure

Mpeter Shivea) Singh
Chouhanpode to FE
Sanchi s o Hhe 5 e e of
the rrareiing abo e
challimpges facing the
iigrieuiure s tonavid its
ety Excenrix

Howil o you assess fertilllser
supply situation forthe
fortheaming kKharil season?
We currentlyhave
sunffichent fertifiser stocks,
andwe are seckingan
alternative roule boget sl

mutrients. fesides, offoris ane
belng made toenaure that our
ships fstuck at Serairol
Hornmizican ot through. |
think there will not be amy big
probibem relating to fertiliser
wupples in khanfl scason.
Curnent dreumstances
are exi racelivary, we
are attenpting (o
address (et iliser
supglics impacted by
the West Asia conflict

What measures are being
1aken tobomtagriculture
gross value added (GYA)?

Ensuring an eificiont
supply chain fromseed to
ket is crithcal We have
sulficent prodisction of iee
and wheatwhile the output of
oilseeds and pulses sl
remaln insdequate thus we
nead tolmport, Attempt isto
ensure that in the vated
climagic Tones taking into
conxideration climate, soll

andd breigation we ane
preparinga roadmagpof
agricultural growth for
vl peglons, We released a
roadmap for Sehore, Dewas,
Vidisha and Raisen disiricts
in Madbya Pradeshwhich
Focussed annot only
production but also on right
crops and sustalnable
farming, Efforts have been
sl to propare ncation
spsecilic sction plars at
the bliock level sotlat
agrhcultural
developrent can be
aligned with acal
needs and condithos,
The need of the howr
Enfor famsces bo adopt
saientific methods of
cultivation based on
theirspedific soll

i al

ilabdliiyof
water, and exla ing

resouroes Instoad of LY
fiocusing sclely on

inereasing produst e,
ety must ghve equal
attent bon to sclecting the
right crops amd ensuning
sustainable farming
practices, We need {o focus on
promoting integrated
Tarming models through the
proemetion of ruids,
vegetables, fisherie and
otherallked sectoradiivities
Por bootiing farm geowily

g wous thilk; the
current liberalived
import palicy,
especially for pulses
and offseods, has
impacted farm
gate prices?

Therelvan bnpont policy
to augment domestic
supplics. However,
whenever the prices of
agriculiural commodiiles
diop, weintervens t
e PM Asha scl
has compone nds of price
support scheme, price
stabiHzation fumnd, price
deficiency payment and
matket interventbon o
protect farmers. We do
enanirethat farmen get
remunierative prices and
don't resodt to distiess salec
Attomopt ks to reduce witde
difference between farm
gatoand retal] prices,
experial by fior perbhabites

EFFORTS HAVE BEEM MADE
TOPREPARE LOCATION-SPECIFIC
ACTTION PLANS AT

THE BLOCK LEVEL

Iike Crubts and vegetables,

Frequent erratic weather
conditions mpact farm
Inecme. What are the stops
beingtalen toaddressit?

About 23 states have
mbled out the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Iioma Vol
ane] pthers are belng
encouraged to adopt the
scheme, We have made
severalclanges to the
scheme tomake it {farmer
trienidly. Savellite based
remate sersing technology
is bedng wsed {0 assess
crop bosses

Since the Liumehoftho erop
nsmrance schemaein 29 14,
about £ bikch crore claliie
have been paid tothe farmwers
under the scheme. We are
it 2 the Ltos? tachmology
inamew coop kses

Hev o you Assess
agricultural growth in the

naxt few yoars?

Agricultural growth
depondzon ssveral Eactors
Including performance of
o soon, Dhespiie all efforts,
theweat her plays spoilers
Despite these chall enges, the
agricultural sectorinchading
alllbed grovwthhas inc reased
by 5,2 3% annuaally overthe
st decade, Through various
Interventions, we an trylng
toensuresusiaknable growth
of the sectorwhich alsa
boosts farm income and
positive inipact on the
weonomy, The focus Is on
promating ol mate-resilient
agriculture, increating
peoductivity, enhancing
farieis’ |ncormes,

COT ETViNg Water Iesouroes,
erap diversification from
wia bor intensive o and
paddy 1o pulses, ol scods,
fruits and veget ables, and
strengthoning farmern”
lnkage with markets,
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Taking a ‘rain check’ on agri output

The India Meteorological Depart- year, though the southwest monsoon
ment (IMD) on Monday forecast a hasdipped below normal in a few
below-normal monsoon for years but foodgrain produc-
Indiain 2026 at 92 per cent tion has not dropped much
ofthe long period average “ws  incomparison to the pre-
(LPA), the first such fore- O -, *\. vious cropyear (July to
cast in more than a & | _' June). This indicates low
decade. The forecast has o e 4 cumulative rainfall does
raised concerns over the ﬂ"'ﬁ,,q; not necessarily lead todrop

impact of low rainson India’s “ % "% infarm production if timeli-
agriculture output. However, ness, spread and distribution of
historical datashows that over the the showers is even. SANJEEB MUKHER|EE
Has farm sector become more Note: Monsoon is on the basis
oge DS of calendar year and foodgrains
resilient to below-normal rains? nreduetien ot the following

: crop year (July-June). So, for
Year Monsoon*  Foodgrain % change from 2013\1{00(1;3;\';5 proajuctign for

production®* = previousyear**  2012-13 crop year has been used

: and likewise
2012 -3.60 25112 -0.84 *Percentage departure from
2014 -101 252.03 -4.91 LOhn.ghP.eriBC;d Average (LPA),
which is 87 cm

2015 sl 251.54 -019 **In million tonnes for the June

2 to July crop year. Foodgrains
it £ Zealll production includes production
2018 -14 28521 | 0.07  of kharif, rabi and summer

2023 -6 3323 . 0.79 ***Drevious year in this case

refers to the previous crop year
Sources: IMD, Ministry of Agriculture (July to June)
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When rains falter

As El Nifo builds and India braces for water and Farm stress,
the callis for urgent conservation and replenishment
measures, both fc)r now and the rulurc

MO FAIFEE ALAM
E CANEEE MURKHERJEE
MNow Dedal 1 Agrd

As El Nifio conditkons strengtien
vy 1w Paciflc Ui yeas, conlcinis ane
IO over India L momoot ol
lock. Acconding to the India
Meteoroiogical Departrent {IMD),
The country could sée 3 below
nonmal oo in 202680 the first
time ki thee years ifies April forecast
s a0 be accurate. [restimates
that the southwest monsocn will
likely be ot 62 per cont of the Jong
period average (LPA), marking the
first below-nonmal season mince
2023 {LPA, neconding to the IMD, s
the nverage minfll moonded overa
particular veghen fora given ke,
Iike » month or a season, over s long
o, s 5 3007 50 year)

The Mot departrisent has also
Indieated that most parts of the
conmtry, baring sorme areas in the
Dot hesest, MNortrwest and thie southi-
em peniimsn b, are likely to receive
below: normal rinfall this year.

i

Rivers il People, schoed similas
concerz: "It isworrying hat rinfall
iy bedenclent whike remperatizes
nre expected tober high Higherteny-
peranires will increase evaporation
Romsesi, aundl i fall is akso deficient,
tharwill creane additional sress.”

ri= stress that beyond the
overall defieit, minfall distributicn
will be eritical, pasticubarly for agn-
ailiure.

Thakkar emplusised the impor-
tance ol timing, “What matiers mone
I t1se allsagiluathon of Fadnfall. 1 raki-
Fall ks near normal during key erop
sages, the situation ‘may still be
manageable,” he saki, However, il
deneits ocelir during eritical phases
such == early powth or Bowering.
the lmpact o rain-fed agricubiine

3 canbesrvens, he odded.

Reserviols levels cummently offier &
termpomrycusiion, thoughong tha
Is alreacly shrinking Thie Central

[ Water Commibssion {(CWC ks e

Iive Stomg of 166 Majkr Teserwirs,
which together have o capacity of
1B3.565 HOM, about 71.20 per ceni ol
lindin's estinaated sotal eeservoli

- expacity.of 153512 BCM,

Aceordding o a4 bulbetin dated
Agoell §, 2026, sinrge stood 3t 81070
BCAL G 44,71 per centof Total capac
ey, it these resorvolne. This ks higher
tlan last year's bevel of 60752 BOM
and above the 10-year asverage of
G46i ECM.

Thisinclicaes that current reses-

oo pebvale
weaihier ageicy Skymet has echoe!
rhis othock. [n Im= 3006 forecast, it
mainfall at G4 per cent
plus/minus 5 per cont) of the bong-
prsiod svérage of BASS tun for the
Tt e il ITIBC0T laRiiL.
Wikt e Ao ma ot appear
drasically kowon pape, cxperes cnr
rion rat éven a manginal shorfll —
panioulasty  whon eaupl-w witl

(v & Irdex
FCXNAT) asiny 2000, abacnst 7 pey el of
winear-growingaseas At 65 per cend
of rioe cultivation zones atneady fce
slgnificant water stres.

WM estinizates aiggiet it the
demmand-sugply gap in sgricultural
water could reach: 570 billion oubsic
mvetnes (O by 2030, Gronmndveater,
wwhieh aconants for 62 per centofim-
Eetica, hees e Ghaclinimgg n over Tudl

ur
o —gan hovodk

Bipenees fof Hndia’s already dmﬂ
wnter systemns. Indin b ameng the
TIb08E witter-al fessexd countries in the
woelkd, 1 the forecast hokls, it could
trigper cascading elfects on agricul-
tume and drinking water supply.
fartser sradning an alneady frogile
watersecurity frmmework,

“The lilcline called Monsoon

Nemy 25 per cent of India's min-fod
agriculure dependson e monsoon,
with thetimingandadequeey of rmine
Fall plarying acritical role in crop out-
cofmes. According m NITL Asyog's.

ofthe el reghootis, pointing to
adeepand persisent imbalance.
“Nonsoon iethe pran (e ofour
water systoim,” sk waber conserva-
vionist Ragendra Singh, a Ramon
Magsneay Awardesznd Siockholm
Waner Prize wingier. A weall mon-
soom will have & very negathe
impact onerops and people’s lhes™
Singh argeestha India’s [ncrens-
Ing shift sowards sommircial crops
amd inhistrial expansion has deep-
eved 1o ependence on monsoon
rubndall, “Or ecopomic moded Tos
e o Vil nerbibe,” bl
Hirnmmbn Thakkor, coondifator
of the South Asia Netwoekon Darms,

ek L76E4 pet cental
last vear 'shevel and 12701 percent of
the decaial average. However,
reserves  lave  beem  declining
sharply In recent months, Storage
chosppedd fromn 136,354 DCA fRES3 per
oo of todal eapacityon Jamiry 20
o 85608 BOM LabiG4 per cent) on
Akl 2. aned furtherso & 070 BCM sy
Agailo

Experns sitribute the nelatively
comfortabie kevels toa strang mon-
woon in 2035 and subsequent min-
fall. But weak pre-monsocn sliowers
and o subdued motsoon stiook
would gquickly esode s bulfer.

Tap into the ground, too
Wit ks ths sStumtion more pre-
cxrious (8 not just the prospect of
lower minfall butthe decliningeffec-
v of marieral pec] g B St
Groundwater aquifers, which
serve as India's langest reshwater
recerves, dependonsteady, well-dis-
eribusted] eabndnfl for neplenishnent.
Howeves, shifting rainfall patterns,
marked by shor, intense bursts
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miher than gustalined moderito
mhaowes, age neclucing the amount of
wazer that seops o e ground.

“Theere used o be waier bodies
such as lakes |n every village rhat
acted s waler banks, but we lone
Faibedd b0 bulid stomge hifmererine
in line with rising demand, leading
o ety crenight and Mocds.” Shgh
sajd. “Water bartks help recharge
aquil fersand redioehe loss of water
thncugh evaparation.”

Lower rxinfall s hely 1o inten-
Eify pressure on groundwater, as
exrrction rises to meet agricudiural
angd dosestic denand even as
replentshment sk

“Most of e waler we use is
groundwater, bt levels are filling.

et i oo Bifelhne™ Thakkar sid,

Dt from the Central Grodnd
Water Boad (COWE) shotws Ut &7
e cot of grounchates extracted n
Indlia is isedd for agriciliire, while
ahonit 11 percent isfor domestic con-
SmpLon.

Accoeding 1o the Groundwater
Rescnnon Assesmment of India 2025
total ol rechayge. stands at
485 BCM,  wih extracrable
resources ol 40778 BCAL Tonal
esTraction in 2008 was 24723 BOM,
pazing the ovenll stage of grouund-
WATEY EXTTACTION 0 GOL53 per cerit.

Of 6,762 amesment units. 730
(080 per cend) are clamified ne
Toverexploited | whese grocindwater
extraction exceods nochange: 201

{207 per cem) are ‘eritieal’; 758 (11
e et ane “Semicritical s andl 4,546
(7304 per eent) are ‘safe’. Besides
these, 137 (188 por centl unies have
sadine groundwates.

However, national averages
mask sharp | sress: Stotes
such as Delhl, Haryana, Punjals,
Rogasthan aned Tkl Madu have
ravare Ehan aquarter of e unfts in
overexpialted of critical caegories.

Experts emplessise that rainfisll
alome s notenoigh, How effeciively
It trarsiates  bnto  groundwuter
recharge & equally crucial.

More than 75 per cent of India's
anmamlminfall cocursduringthe fouir
oTiSo0N Momths, Line 1o Seperm-
) esting tosharpsessonal nsbal-
ance Rainfall remakng the preimary
sanizce-of roundwater mchiarge,

“Much of the mimwater 1
ol be stared for lxter uso skmply
fows pway, This is ome of the
counlry's hipgest bose " Singhaisl.

COWR datn shows that rainfall
commrittis 260,17 BOM (abou 60 per
cend) b0 iotal grotidwater rechange:
547 per cenl dudig the momoon
A 5.3 pRT CRAI I e OT=OMS00TE
period. The resnaining 40 per cem
comes from sources such s canal
seepags, Errigation retim fNows, and
rochnrgs thoogh tanks, poisds emd
Watker Col serVIion stractuses.

“Rainfall s the most importag
soniree of rechange, Bt how it trans-
Iates imto groundwater depends on
U sysrecns we malniain,” Thakkar
s, pointing b pomeds, taiks, bakes,

vt lards, focests, rivess and streams
ascritical recharge strsctures.

SAdlof these systoms noed 1obe
protecied and st rengtenad, Desil-
Img loeal water bodies, for Instnee,
Imapwrorves: both storsge capacity and
rechamge.” he smid, adding. “The
probiem iswe arenotdoing encugl.
N groamdwater s our primary
sonttee, we nood far greatereffortsto
s s sustainabiling”

He otrtined two ke solutions:
Rediscing groandwater use theough
Detter goverrance, anc significantly
enfancing recharge.

Singh effercd s amarkoaring: "1
wedonot recharge oursciers, how
will v rrsed firiere rvecks? I Tk dn
terbecome droughit- and flood-resil-
IEIE, W T b 1o AL Te and
stove rainmwater.”

Even as mesonvolr levels offer o
tespporary buffer, theoutiook makes
‘8 s oo i sl el Wsted FTE
agement ms lisdia heads mto an
TNCETTAN MO0 BORSON.

West Asia conflict: Fuel, fertiliser prices
may remain high for prolonged period

SAURAY ANAND

joblosses,"the statement said,

New Delhi, April 14
FUELAND FERTILISER prices
may remain elevated for an
extended period as disruptions
toshippingthrough theStrait of
Hormuz and damage tocritical
infrastructure continue to delay
arecovery in global supplies, the
Intermnmational Energy Agency,
International Monetary Fund
and World Bank Groupsaid.

In ajoint statement issued
after a coordination meeting
ahead of key global reports, the
three institutions highlighted
persistent risks to energyand
food markets amid ongoing
uncertaintyin West Asia.

"The situation remains
highly uncertain, and shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz
has yet to fully normalise,” the
statement said, underscoring
continued strain on one of

WAR IMPACT

® Even if shipping flows
stabilise, fuel supply
recovery will be gradual

® The disruption already

has broader economic

consequences
EThe impact, however, B The conflict has dis placad
is uneven across populations, disrupted
economies service sectors

the world’s most vital energy
transit routes,

Theagencies cautioned that
even if shipping flows stabilise,
supply recovery will be gradual.
"Evenafteraresumptionofreg-
ularshipping flowsthroughthe
Strait, itwill take time for global
supplies of key commodities to
return to their pre-conflict lev-
els — and fuel and fertiliser

prices may remain elevated for
a prolonged period given the
extent of infrastructure dam-
age,'they said.

The disruption hasalready
driven up oil, gas and fertiliser
prices, with broader economic
consequences, “The shock has
led to higher oil, gas and fer-
tiliser prices, triggering con-
cerns about food security and

The impact is uneven across
economies, with energy
importers bearing the brunt,
“The impact of the war is sub-
stantial, global, and highly
asymmetric, disproportionately
affecting energy importers, par-
ticularlylow-income countries,”
theinstitutionssaid,

Supply disruptions are also
rippling across production
chains beyond energy."Due to
supply disruptions, shortages
of key inputs are likely to have
implications for energy, food,
and other industries,” the state-
ment said.

The conflict has further
dampened economic activity,
displacing populations and dis-
ruptingservice sectors, “Thewar
has also forcibly displaced peo-
ple,impacted jobs, and reduced
travel and tourism, which may
taketime torecover,' it added.
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Include maize under
PSS, state to Centre

SribalaVvadlapatia
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Agriculture mi-
nister Tummala Nageswa-
ra Rao requested Union mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chau-
han to include maize under
the Price Support Scheme
(PSS), see-
king central
procurement
support for a
major crop in
Telangana. In
a letter to the
Unionminister, Tummalasa-
id maize is widely cultivated
in Telangana during both
kharif and rabi seasons,
with about 11,21,494 acres un-
der cultivation this season.
He said favourable weather
conditions have resulted in
an average yield of 26.57 qu-
intals per acre, with an esti-
mated production of around
29.7lakh metric tonnes.

The minister said that
since the third week of
March, there has been a sig-
nificant inflow of maize into
market yards. However, the
current average price is Rs
1,759 per quintal, which is Rs
641 below the MSP of Rs 2,400
announced by the central

Tummala seeks coopera-
tion for procurement of
about50% of total pro-
duction,around 14.89 lakh
metrictonnes, stating that
the estimated cost would
be about 4,000 crore

govt. He further stated that
the Telangana govt has ope-
ned 92 purchase centres to
preventlossestofarmersand
has purchased 65,000 metric
tonnes of maize sofar.

Recalling the last Kharif
season, he said that although
the Centre did not procure
maize then, the state govt
purchased 3.76 lakh metric
tonnes at MSP, spending abo-
ut ¥902.8 crore. He added that
prices are declining further
thisseasonduetohigher pro-
duction and market uncerta-
inties, worsening the diffi-
culties faced by farmers.

The minister urged the
central govt to intervene im-
mediately, include maize un-
der the PSS, and undertake
procurement through cen-
tral nodal agencies, adding
that a similar request had be-
en made during the last kha-
rif season.

Digital tracking of
urea, coming soon
to amobile app

FROM PAGE 1

Inventory management and
distribution. These initiatives
haveenabled authorities to bet -
ter align supply with demand
and curby diversion,” the first
person clted above said,

The platform will stream-
line seeess to key nutrients
suchas urea and DAP, by ena-
Iling farmers o place idvance
orders through their mobile
phones. Farmers may be able
to select nearby retailers,
check meal-time availability
anl regedve booking confinm-
tions or delivery timelines,
The move is expected to
reduce list-mile bottlenecks,
long queues at retail outlets
and panic buying during peak
SOWINE Seasons,

Harvana's Mer Fazal Mera
Byora system is among the
leading state-level models for
Terilizer regulation. Farmers
register their Aadhaar details
along with Lind and cropinfor-
mation, which is then used o
fix fertilieer entitlement based
onaereage and crop type.

The government also plans
to integrate the
digital tracking

The platform will

India imported 56 milllon
tonnes of urea in FY25 [

tilizerrequirements based on
Tanelbosleling will b integrated
at o later stage,” the second
person added, The kharif
sowing evelestarts in June.

Inclia imported 5.6 million
femves wred in FY25,0ul of s
total consumption of 38,789 mi.
India also imports GO% of its
DAP needs, and 1% ol wrea and
NP demand.

“The movewill ensure jucdi-
clous allocation of fertilizers
and also will help in mapping
the commuodity.
Chverall, online

system with the  streamline access  fertilizer hooking

existing  direct

to key nutrients

can hring preclict

benefit transfer like urea and DAP, ability, transpar-
L3

(DBT) system, in ency and cffi-

which subsidies enalble fa';mers o cleney—key fae-

aredirectly lrans- place advance tors inimproving
orders

ferred to the
farmer  after
authentication
using Aaddbaaror mobile O

Queriesemailed to the min-
istries ofchemicals and fertil-
feers and of agriculture
remakned unanswerod,

“The idea is to bring pre-
dictahility in fertilizer availa-
bility and cmpower Girmers
with information before thiy
reach the outlet, The appisat
anagvanced stage of develop-
ment and may be piloted
ahead of the kharif sowing
cycle. The farmer's land
records, cropdetails, and fer-

frm productivity
and frmer conve-
nience,”  said
Madan Sabnavis, chifel coono-
mist, Bank of Barocda,

“Ihelieve this sastepinthe
right direction and should
have a lasting impact, Fertil-
lreris heavily subsidized com-
pared to open market prices,
serthis will improve traceabil-
ity and ensure maore equitable
distribution to operational
Tarmers,” said Shweta Saind,
Tounder and CEO, Arcus Pol-
icy Research, Delhi.

For an extended version of
Heds steorry, go fo liveminl.com
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India, Oman discuss ways
to boost trade, investment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, April 13

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
Minister Piyush Goyalon Monday
held tallkswith hisOmanese coun-
terpart Anwar bin Hilal bin Ham-
doun Al Jabrion ways to promote
bilateral trade and investment.
Inthe last few days, Goyal
has held discussions with the
trade ministers of Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE,Bahrain and Kuwait,
“Held a telecall with HE
Anwar bin Hilal bin Hamdoun
Al Jabri, Oman's Minister of
Commerce, Industry and
Investment Promotion. Dis-
cussed unlockin gopportunities
underthe India-Oman CEPAto

boostbilateral tradeandinvest-
ment ties for the mutual
growth of both nations,” Goyal
saidin asocial media post.

The Comprehensive Eco-
nomic PartnershipAgreement
(CEPA)was signed in Muscat in
December2025.

The pact will provide duty
free access to 98% of India's
exports,includingtextiles,agri
and leathergoods in Oman.

On the other hand, India

will reduce tariffs on Omanese
products such as dates, mar-
bles and petrochemical items,
India-Omanbilateral trade
was about $10.5 billien
(exports $4 billion and imports
$6.54 billion) in2024-25,
The joint attack launched
by the US and lsrael on Iran
had led to severe disruptions in
the movement of ships in
international waters, particu-
larly to the West Asiannations.
The conflict hasposed chal-
lenges for exporters to ship
goods to the Gulf region, with
which India had a bilateral
trade of 5178 billion in 2024-
25(%56.87 billion exports and
$121.67 billion imports).

India must cut fertiliser import dependence,
leverage Al and premsmn tech: ICAR chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

A comprehensive approach
spanning short, medium
and long-term strategies is
needed to reduce India’s
dependence on fertiliser
imports, ICAR Director
General ML ]at said on
Tuesday, calling for greater
use of artificial intelligence,
precision nutrient manage-
ment and sensor-based
systems to optimise
fertiliser use.

Addressing mediapersons
after a brainstorming
session to develop a
roadmap for achieving
‘Atmanirbharta’ (self-
reliance) in fertilisers, organ-
ised by the National
Academy of Agricultural
Sciences (NAAS) here, |at

said fertilisers were instru-
mental during the Green
Revolution in boosting pro-
duction, but the current
challenge lies in declining
fertiliser use efficiency and

their indiscriminate
application.

He said strengthening ini-
tiatives like the Soil Health
Card scheme, promoting

balanced and need-based
fertiliser application, and
enhancing awareness
among farmers are impor-
tant steps in the right
direction.

Jat said crop diversifica-
tion towards pulses and
oilseeds, recycling organic
waste under the Waste-to-
Wealth initiative, and
increasing the use of biolog-
ical sources would further
contribute to reducing
dependence on chemical
fertilisers.

The session was attended
by representatives from
concerned government
departments, academia, the
fertiliser industry and
farmers, who unanimously
stressed the necessity of
self-reliance in the
critical sector.
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A Kerala exporter’s ordeal hlghllghts depth of West Asian crisis

Dhinesh Kallungal

THIRUVARANTHAPURAM

As fensions escalate over
the .55 blockade of mari-
time traffic to and from
Iran’s ports, along with
Iran’s counter-threat (o
shut down ports of its West
Asian neighbours, the sio-
ry of an exporter who
shipped a container load of
watermelon and muskme-
lon from Kerala to Jebel Ali
in the UAE via a port in
Maharashtra on the eve of
the West Asian war high-
lights the depth of the cri-
sis faced by the export-im-
port  community, both
within and outside the
country.

Shaiju K., export manag:
er at City Fresh, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, loaded a
40-foot reefer container
with  watermelon  and

muskmelon from Nhava
Sheva port in Maharashira
to Jubel Ali on February 26,
The shipping agent, Sri Sri
Navigation Shipping, pro-
vided a timeline indicating
departure by February 28
and expected arrival at Je-
bel Ali on March 2. He paid
a shipping charge of 22.32
lakh 1o transport the con-
signment, which was va-
lued at 8.5 lakh and com-
prised perishable cargo.

Left with no options

A day after the goods were
loaded onto the vessel, the
war began, and the expor-
ter had no information
about the consignment un-
il March 10. Later, the
agent informed him that
the cargo would be offload-
ed at Sohar Port in Oman
instead of Jebel Al due o
the escalating conflict.

With no other option, the
exporter consented. Ho-
wever, the agent subse-
quently informed him that
the container would in-
stead be transported to Je-
bel Ali on March 11,
However, nothing mate-
rialised, and the agent is-
sued an additional bill of
214,000 towards shipping
charges. In addition, the
exporter wis asked to pay
a war-risk surcharge of
$4,000 and a mandatory
5% surcharge amounting
to $1,000. *1 was not in a
position to pay these
charges, as the total value
of the commodity was less
than the warrisk sur-
charge and other shipping
costs, 5o, | requested them
1o release the cargo with-
out the extra bills, as there
was no certaingy regarding
the quality of the perisha-

Tainted goods: ‘lhemsrgnmen‘tﬂhppm from Kemla found to be
damaged after a delay in reaching LAE. SPECIAL ARRAMGEMENT

bl goods,” said Mr. Shaiju.

However, the request
was denied, and he had w
pay T6.89 lakh to clear the
cargo. The ordeal did not
end there as the goods
were found to be com-
pletely rotten upon of-
floading. The exporter had
1o pay an additional 12 lakh
1o the local municipal auth-

arities to dispose of the rot-
ten melon. “In shor, | had
to bear a liability of around
122 lakh-223 lakh for rea-
sons beyond my control,”
Mr. Shaiju added.

Air cargo

According to K. Suresh Ku-
mar, chairman of the Air
Cargo Agents Association

of India (ACAAL, the lack
of certainty in timely deliv-
ery of goods shipped by
sea has led exporters to
mrn o air cargo, where
freight charges have in-
creased two to threefold.
Moreover, exporters of-
ten pay advances to va-
rious parties well before
such crises, In such situa-
tions, they are lefit with the
choice of either forfeiting
the advance or taking the
risk of proceeding with
shipments to sustain their

Increase in price
However, air cargo offers
relatively better prospects,
as  consignments  reach
their destinations with mi-
mirmal delay, albeit at signif-
icantly higher costs.

The price of transport-
ing 1 kg of cargo to Europe

has risen from UTO 1o
340, while rates for va
rious West Asian destina-
tions have increased from
60 w around 150 per kg,
according w K. Suresh Ku-
mar, chairman of the
ACAAL

Kerala typically exports
around 600 tonnes of per-
ishable cargo daily destina-
tions across the globe. This
has now dropped to less
than 400 tonnes a day, Mr.
Kumar said.

Munshid Ali, secretary
of the Kerala Exporters’
Forum, said it was high
time for the Union govern-
ment to establish a statuto-
ry freight regulatory auth-
ority to  curb  illegal
practices in the sector and
protect the export-import
community from the ad-
verse effects of global geo-
political developments,

Monsoons even more important today

MADAN SABNAVIS

Chief economist, Bank of Baroda

Monsoon defines the kharif output as well as
FMCG and consumer goods demand in the
rural areas, making it relevant even now

AGRICULTURE HAS WITMESSED a
decline in share in GDP by ~8% overthe
last two decades, mainly due to higher
growthin theservices sector. There have
been limits toagricultural growth given
the area under cultivation and the pro-
ductivity levels. Yet, it is the fulcrum for
overall growth prospects,

This isbecauseit dominates interms
ofemployment. Thus,income generated
in this sectorwould be critical for defin-
ing the consumption and savings pat-
terns in the coming months.The sector
is still heavilydependent on rainfall with
around 55-60% of the kharif output
being exposed to irrigation facilities.
More importantly, the spread is uneven
acrosscrops—ricehas higher accesswith
around 70% being covered, with pulses
at the other end withwn less than 30-
3500,and oilseeds and cotton in the mid-
dle with around 55% and 50% respec-
tively. The latterwill be more vulnerable
astraditionally, production falls when
rainfall is sub-optimal.

Two issues have come up recently-
which are presently potential red flags
that could be raised post June, when the
monsoon armrives—the first being the
possibility of El Nino orwinds that typi-
callyheraldaweaker monsoon. May-july
would need to be monitored tokeep a
check, and the second half of the year
could bevulnerable if this pccurs, The
second is the initial Skymet forecast
which expects monsoon to be 94% of
normal, While it is too early to get the
right picture, the fact that itis lower than

normal requires close monitoring.

In fact, any forecast of the monsoon
at present is just too preliminary; how-
ever, having such forecasts is necessary
to prepare the farm economy. In fact,a
nomnal monsoon is often a necessary
though not sufficient condition for a
good kharif crop. While the aggregate
number isimportantforamacro picture,
the spread is moreimportant. Thiscan be
gauged from the rather diverse accessto
irrigation for different crops, making the
spread across regions and crops vital.

Crops grown along
rivers, especially in the
north, tend to be less
dependent on rains. The
same may hold largely for
crops grown in the coastal
areas as the south west

Aggregate rainfall,
though a good
indicator, does not
tell the entire story.

they cross the mountains and move to
the interiors. Here, states like Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, and
parts of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh
would be affected.

The kharif crops account for roughly
50% ofoverall agricultural output—they
determine growth the sector accord-
ingly. However, monsoon deficiency of
any significant magnitudehas abearing
on the reservoir levels, This is an impor-
tantindicator of water levelsrequired for
drinking (humans and animals) besides
defining prospects for the
rabi crop, which though
less dependent on winter
rainsdoes use the resources
from these reservoirs. This
does not consider other
erratic conditions such as

monsoon winds blow The arrival is excess monsoons which
across thisregion before  Important as much  hasinthe pastaffected the
moving to the interiors. as the progress horticulture output in
Hence,shortfallinrains in stateslike Maharashtra, AP,
states like Punjaband UP Kamataka and Telangana,
may not really matter for the rice crop. causing spikes in inflation.

However, the interiors become vulner-
able and the Deccan Plateauregion is
always the area of focus as crops rang-
ing from cotton (Gujarat, Maharashtra
and Telangana) to oilseeds (MF, Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and
Rajasthan) and pulses (Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and Rajasthan) are grown
here. Further, some of these crops are
grown in the rain shadow area, where
weaksouthwest monsoon windscould
result in the minfall losing intensity as

Hence, monsoon’s progress is care-
fully studied and tracked for monetary
policy. Interestingly, the monsoon pat-
tern has tended to change due to cli-
mate variations with the traditional
June-September  season  being
extended to July-October. This has been
aslow process and several farmers have
not yet adjusted to this transforma-
tion—thus, the sowing pattern tends to
getskewed on account of the late mon-
soon, It's progress is also important as

crops require different levels of precip-
itation at different stages of flowering.

All this means is that the aggregate
rainfall, though a good indicator, does
not tell the entire story. The arrival is
importantas much as the progress. Next,
the spread across statesisimportant, fol-
lowed by the coverage of various crops.
But excessrainfall or latewithdrawalcan
damage crops. This position is normally
known by October,where other perspec-
tive come to the fore.

The kharif crop, which is harvested
from September onwards until Novem-
ber, provides a clue on the rural income
generated. While there are no official
numbers on the rural economy, it is
believed that roughly 50% would be
coming from the farm sector. This
incomeis important for supporting rural
demand, which tends to peak in this
period—the harvest cum festival season.
Rural demand has supported the FMCG
and consumer goods industries in the
last two years when urban demand has
tended to be weak. Therefore, monsoon
is critical for companies planning their
output aswell as investment.

The war has already led to prices of
oil-related products going up, in turn
possibly affecting pesticide and fer-
tiliser prices. Here, the government can
help. Butwhen it comes to rainfall, itis
beyond the purview of any authority,
making the progress of monsoon even
more important,

Views are personal
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lasjeev Gandhiok
and Paras Singh
U DA LTS T [
NEW DELHL Perched atop o truck
wiber the bright aliemoon simn,
Gleyear-old Promod Mandal
maves swiltly, stacking Ireshly
harvested coatliflowers ane over
the other 08 workers below pass
up basket after baskes, The
20-acre fleld in southwest
Dethi's Dichaon Kalan operates
with o guiet efliciency —a ladder
against the truck, men
climbing spand down In mapid
succession, the vehicle gradually
fillirg upwith what wiil soon be

nearly 30 quintals of produce |-

bound for mandis in Keshopar
or Azadpur. Just beyond the
fheldl, the Mungeshpur drain-o
supplementary channel of the
Majafgarh drakn snakes past ina
near-pitch-black stremm, its sur-
fimce heavy with Industrial offu-
ents, While Mandal is reliant on
roundvarter, there ane plenty of
arms in the arca which are
using warer directly from this
drain to brignte thelr fields.

L whi has boen culi-
vating cauliflower here for
nenrly three decades, says the
crop has become the backbone
of farming in the area. Paying
E70,000 anmually to lease the
L, he eamns around L5000
por truck, managing profits of
close 1 25 lakh a year. “Cauli-
flower grows casily. It is hardy
mnel can survive even in toogh
comditions. The yield is good
o, e sl

‘Whike borewells remain the
primary source of irrigation. the
imity of the drain offers o
Flback — albedt a troubling one.
“The waker in the drain is terri-
Rihe s we Iy ot To use it. How-
ever, some fxrmees are foroed 1o
it It bn aress where the groumd-
water s saline.” he said.
Across the drain, 40-year-old
Meenn Kumari tends to her
patch of spinach and cauli-
ferwer, recounting how o breach

oxic water

~ Cauliflower farming has flourished in Dichaon

' Kalan, however, concern persists as some
farmers are forced to use polluted drain water

for irrigation, raising questions over safety

R K RAL T PEDOD

] u__-*
e iy g

widiered with untrested mix of
Imedustrial and domestic waste-
water, “This is likely cousing
long termiscoamulntion of heavy
metals and lead in solls and
eventually the crops” Pritl
Mahcsh, an independent envi-
ronment and public health
researcher sajd.

Farmers have demanded an
alternative clean sources of
walter, elther through canalsor
other outlets,

ot b o structural
gap driving this dependence.

in the druin during heovy rains = “Thene ire several farmers thit
in January fdared her ficlds,  The polluted Mungeshpar drain. a subsidiary of Najafgach drain, is often used by farmers to irritate their fields RAIKRAANTPHIRD  are using water from the draln,
“The produce ended up growing ns unlike Haryana or Uttar Pra-
in this water, We were able o Jonds of cauliflowens go from  water from the drain.” Babloo  sides o feod with constant sup- ranging up to/50 tmes the per- diekh, we do noe have proper -
silvage most of i but the water  Dichaon Kalan to all pares of  Kumar, 25, said. ply of water, HT saw dozens of  milssible limits set by the Food ton chanmels or cimals, If the
istervible and it stinks" shesaid.  Delhi - Najafigarh, Okhla, Azad- While the drain here i3 8 instances of fiekds being irvigated  and Agriculiure Osganization  farmer canio s idwaiber,
Dichaon Kalan has inthe past  pur—you nasme iL” he sakl darker shade of brawn, sure  using the unireated drain water  (FAO), rendering the water e will end up using this highly
15 1o 20 vears witnessed an agri- it the transformation e enough, HT was able to spot  aloag this bele unsultable for irrigation, polluted water,” said Paras
cultural push, emerging as o riesan environmental costthat - multiple pipes entering the Seientific assessments, bow- A D020 study titled “Assess-  Tyagl, an activist with NGO
couliflower hub supplying vege-  runs just alongside these felds,  drain, with the sound of moter — over, paint astark picturcofthe  ment of Drain Water Used for - CYCLE India,

tbles across Dedhi, Krishan
Kiarnar, who les rus a dadry here
for T yenrs, describes the shiflt as
arganic but sweeping. "They
used to be grown here even
wheen | started my dadry, butitis
like a domino effect. More and
more farmers lmve seen and
mopted the same crop. Truck-

A short drive sway in neighbour-
Ing Jharoda Kalan, the partern
repents itsell - stetches of il
Tower felds interripted occa-
shorfly Iy cabibage, all Hning the
dhark, shuggish drin, “There are
parts of Jharoda Kalan, like
mcross this sood whene salinity ks
20 llgh, that farmers only ase

pumps running. In small 50-me-
tre stretch, over 10 plpes From
different fields could be scen
enteéring the drain - pumping
out this highly polluted water
into the fieids. These pipes pull
Jruat ebrniny water ot one end, run
under the road and cmerge
again in the filed located on both

risks involved.

Muleiple studles conducted
ower the past by IT-Delhi
researchers across five bocations
along the Najafigarh drain have
deteeted heavy metals - chro-
mium (Cr], copper (Cu), cad-
ravfuen (Cef), zine (Zn), ndckel (NI}
and bead (Pb) - in concenimtions

Errtizazion (n the Delhi Reglon™ in
JHEP journal concluded that
consumplion of heavy mctal-
comtaminated agricultural prod-
ucts can cause deleterious
B health effeets, keading 1o
further health problems.
Experts said agriculuncalong
the Najafgarh drain is being

Bhim Singh Rawat. Yomunn
activist and member of the South
Asia Nerwork on Dams, Rivers
and People sabd Il only sewnge
was el to brigate lields, it does
HEL A% ARG [0 an extent,
cver., Delhi's drains, including
thse Najafgarh drain are carrying
a mix of sevage ad cllluents.

Govtadoptscrop-specificapproachtoboost high-value agriculture

AGENCIES
NewDelhi, 19Aprit

The Union Budger 2026-27
miarked a strategic shilt
tewvanrdds crop-specilic and
regionally aligned
strategies for promoting
high value agric

wltire in Indin, the
government saidon
Sunday.

Indlia’s agricultural sector
showed revord growth in
the last decade at 445 per
cent, an offickl statement
said, adding that the
couniry ranks second in
the workl in coconut
production.

The coconut production
sector supports the
livelihoods ol about 30
million people, inchuding
nearly 10 million farmers,
the statement said.

Indlia’s cashew exports
stood at 836917 million in
2002425 and cocoa exports
reached 829558 million in
the same vear.

TARGETED INTERVENTIONS
HAVEBEEN PROPOSEDINTHE
RECENT BUDGET FOR
COCONUT, SANDALWOOD,
COCOA, AND CASHEW IN
COASTAL REGIONS;
AGARW 00D CULTIVATION IN
THENORTH EASTERN STATES;
AND PREMIUMNUTS SUCHAS
ALMONDS, WALNUTS, AND
PINENUTS IN HILLY AREAS.

India’s walnut exports
were valued at $7.8 million
in Y 2024-25, with key
markets including the UAE,
Turkey, Irag Singapore,
Algeria, Qotar, Bhutan,
Kuwait, Seychelles and
Nigeria,

Targeted interventions
have been proposed in the
recent budget for coconut,
sandulwood, cocoa, and
cashew in coastal regions;
agarwood cultivation in the
North Eastern States; and
premium nuts such as
almonds, walnuts, and pine

o« WPSEL
nuts in hilly areas,

Over the past decade,
horticultural production
Bais increased substantially
from 277,35 million tonnes
in 2013-14 w 37074 million
tonnes in 2024-25.

The country ranks
second worldwide in the
production of vegetables,
fruits and potatoes. Fruits

account for I8 percent
and vegetables account for
8,18 percent of ghobal
production.

Further, India is the
workd’s largest producer of
onions and shallots (dry
excluding dedwdraed),
contributing close 1o 22.42
percent of global
production.

As ol January 2026,
Indin has around 150
million agarwood trees,
with nearly 90 per cent
loeated in the North
Eastern states under
plisnation and agroforestry
SYSLEMS,

Tumil Madu leads in
overll coconut production,
while Andhra Pradesh
recorils the highest
productivity, followed by
West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu.

These reglonal variations
highlight the diverse
production strengths
weross Indias
coconut-growing states, the
statement noted

Beyond primary
production, the coconut
sector has emerged as an
ingreasingly important
contribator to agricultural
exports, in line with the
governiment’s vision of
achieving 82 trillion in
exports by 2030 and 821
trillion by 2047,
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ESSENTIALS MOVE; ENGINEERING GOODS, ELECTRONICS TAKE BIG HIT

New routes, vessels kept
West Asia exports going

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, April 19

WITH THE SHIPPING routes
in West Asia disrupted and
global carriers pulling back,
India swiftly rerouted trade to
keep essential exports flowing,
even as the overall shipments
tothe region plunged sharply
amid the erisis.

Another factor that helped
was the urgent need for food
andagricultural products in the
region, which also led authori-
ties there to create special facil-
ities for receiving cargo and
ensuringitsquickmovement,

While essentials have gone
through, theabsence of regular
shipping channels has resulted
inexportsofengineering goods,
electronics, petroleum products
and some other heavy items
comingtoacomplete halt.

India’s monthly exports to
theregionare around §6 billion.
However, in March, only §2.5
billion could go through, a
decline of 58% year-on-year.

“Measures taken by differ-
ent departments and agencies
have ensured uninterrupted
supplyofperishable productsto
the West Asia region. It hasalso
resulted insignificantly diversi-
fied routing options and
reduced dependency on con-
gested ports,"a commerce min-
istry official said.

Within a week of thewar, a

GOING WITH THE FLOW
IMPACT ON INDIA'S EXPORTS

Usual monthly exports

STILLMOVING

Food & agri
products (rice,
‘meat, fruits,
vegetables)
Perishables
{high urgency)

logistics WhatsApp group con-
necting all major agri exporters
withaircargooperatorsandship-
pers was set up. The Agriculture
and Processed Food Products
Export Promotion Authority
coordinated with Lulu Group
and DPWorld tofacilitate move-
ment of stuck cargo tocountries
in the region during the
Ramadan period.

Khorfakkan Portin the UAE
was operationalised in the first
week of March. A priority dock-
ingandbonded corridor to Jebel
Ali—one of the largest logistics
hubs in the world—was estab-
lished, the official said.

Khorfakkan, on the east
coast ofthe UAE, is actingas a
strategicalternative to the Strait

March exports

~$6bi”im $2.5 biton . ~D58%

Drop

-

"
a

2

of Hormuz [tis roughly 120-
140 km from major UAE hubs
like Dubai and Sharjah. While
outside the tightest choke point,
itsawsomeattacksby Iranin the
earlystages of thewar.

To mowe goods to West Asia,
exporters are also using feeder
vessels to transport cargo from
India's westcoast—Mundra and
Nhava Sheva—to safer alterna-
tive ports such as Khorfakkan,
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia and
Agaba in Jordan. The Oman—
UAE Green Corrdor has been
activated for smoother cargo
movement to markets of the
six-nation Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), the official said.

As of mid-April 2026,
major Omani ports are opera-

COMPLETELY HIT
Engineering goods
Electronics
Petroleum products

Heavy cargo

tional,with the Port of Salalah
resuming operations follow-
ing atemporaryclosuredueto
adrone strike in March. Other
ports like Soharand Dugm are
functioning normally.

Apart from shipping routes,
air cargo services and commer-
cial passengercarriersare being
used to transport goods to the
region.Atypical passenger plane
can carry up to 20 tonne in its
cargo hold, while dedicated
freighters haveacapacityof 40-
150 tonne."Aircargo coordina-
tion with Air India, Spiceletand
Emirateshave been established

Regularmeetings withexp-
orters of rice,meat, poultry,eggs
and fresh fruits and vegetables
arebeingheld, theofficial said.

Govt tosource 2.5 MT of urea bypassing Hormuz

SAMDIP DAS
New Delhi, April 21

THE GOVERMMENT IS aim-
ing to import 2.5 million
tonne (MT) of urca bypassing
the Strait of Hormux over the
next two menths to boost
supplicsahead of the khaclf
season, Indian Potash Man-
aging Director P § Gahlaut
said on Tuesday,

Gahlaut said that the sup-
plies, forwhich a tender was
floated on April 4, would
come from countries includ-
ing Russia, Algeria, Nigeria
and Ciman,

Indian Potash, one of the
three agencies authorised
by the government for
ureaimportalengwith
National Fertillsers
{NFL) and Rashtriya
Chemicals and Fer-
tilisers (RCF), has
received supply offers
for about & MT
againstthe tenderfor
2.5 MT. The prices

offered by suppliers areinthe
range of $935-959tonne, far
higher than that in February,

Indian Potash has made its
recommendation to the gov-
ernment after analysing the
Bids, Gahlaut said, adding that
|!1|.-gm.'{rmmo|u LSI.‘KPQ\'[EﬂIﬂ
glve itsapproval soon.

The supply challenges in
urea emenged as the WestAsia
conflict hit six key production
centres — the UAE, Kuwait,
Iran, Sandi Arabia, Qatar, and
Bahrain. These countries
account for 30-40% of global
urea trade,

“As urea consignment
would not come through the
Strait of Hormuz, we have
found an alternative route to
bring urea via the Cape of
Good Hope, South Africa,”
Gahlaut vold FE,

‘With the closure of the

'S GAHLAUT,

MDD, IO POTASH

Die to supply
disruptioninLNG —a
key feedstock —we
lostaround1-1.2 MT
of ureaproduction
during March

and April

Stralt of Hormuz, LNG sup-
plies from Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
were disrupted leading to a
drop in domestic urea pro-
duction in Marchand the first
halfof April. With the govern-
ment approving spot pur-
chase of LNG, the production
has commenced.” Due to sup-
ply distuptionin ING— akey
feedstock— we lostaround 1-
1.2 MT of urea production
during March and April. With
the latest tender, the produc-
tiongap has been bridged,” he
sald. Since April &, the overall
LNG allocation for the fer-
tiliser units has been
increased to around 95 % of
their six-month average con-
sumption, thus boosting out-
put prospocts, he added.
Gahlaut said urea prices
“are not that high” compared
to the prices prevailing in
October-November 2021
amid the Russia-Ukrainewar.
Urea prices inereased to over
$980/tonne then and other

fertiliser variants also rose
sharply, leading to a spike in
the urea subsidy to over £2.5
lakh crorein 2022-23,

The demand for wrea
would initially come from the
southern region with the
onset of monsoonover Kerala.
The consumption of urea in
the kharif season ks projected
at around 17 MT against the
current stock of around 6.6
MT. Farmers start applying
urea for vegetative growth of
paddy and other crops after
sewving by the end of June,

Urea production in the
current month, according to
sources, is likely to be around
2.1 MT. It bad dipped to 1.8
MT in March because of LNG
supplyconstraints,

Retall prices of urea for
farmers have been notified at
t242 a 45:kg bag since
March 2018, while DAP is
supplied to  farmers at
¥1,350/bag. Urea subsidy
stood at over 90% and DAP
subsidy at over 5004,
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Fertilisers sce
first output

India’s fertiliser production
within the Index of Eight Core
Industries recarded its wenk-
st annual growth in 43 years
I 2025-26 (FY26), contracting
oL eT CeTIt year-on-year (Y-o-
¥). This marks the first
negative print since the 3.3
per cent plunge In 2012-13
(FY13) — the first full year
under the current series.

The slumip caps a deceler-
nting trend, with growth
slowing from 337 per cent in
202T-24 1029 Percent in202g-
25, In contrast to the sector's
average annual expansion of
aver L1 percent since Fyiy

The Fy2édownmim inten-
sified with a sharp 24.6 per
cent contraction in March
1026 — the steepest singhe-
month drop since monthly
trcking began in April 2012,

Earlier March declines,
including pandemic-emdips,
pale-in comparison, with no
instance exceeding @ 15 per
cant fall over tie past 14 years.

This March  plunge
dragged full-year growth into
negatlve territory, despite
gaing - In earlier momths:
“March production dipped
sharply & most urnea pinnts
underwent prematine
annual maintenance shut-
dowrsdustodrying Hguefed
natural gns (LNG) supplies.
Asnresult, actual urea curpur
in March 2026 was nearly 27
per cent lower Y-ooY at
amound 18 million tonpes
{miy" a senjor industry
exscutive said.

In March 2026, Indin also
produced arcund 900000
tomnres to Lmt of phosphonis
and ponssium  fertilisers.
down 16-24 per cent from
March 2025 as row material
supplies tghvened.

The executive said that
India typically prodices 2-1.5
mt of uren each month, but
output fell sharply in March.

A closer ook at the
datn shows that domestic fer-
tiliser  production  also
dechined in the first quarter
{Apri-lune/Q1) of Fyas,
which may have contribured

dropin 13 yrs

On a downturn

[Full-year production shrank
0.1% in FY26 In %
 Crtrtrth o Festiesrs u

33

a1
oy e
Deepest monthly contraction
of 24.6% witnessed in Mar 76

== Gmivth of fertilers In %
'l

163

¥ H 8 a8 8

i Mash %
Sourge: P dats

v t e cverall i,

“In April, a lamge umea
plane in North India shut
down opentions, leading o
an Immediate Joss  of
S00,000-600,000 fonnes of
production.” another senlor
executivesald. Hendded that
while output improved in
subsedquent  months,  the
March slowdawn offset ear-
lier gains,

For complex fertilisens —
Inrgely dinmmonium phos-
phate (DAP) and nitrogen-
phospharus
(NF)/nitrogen-phosphons-
potazsium-suiphur {NPES)—
datashows that until January
1026, domestic DAP produc-
tion was down absout 1.6 per
cent, This was offsst by a
mearly 12 per cent gise in
NE/NPES outpul, which is
considered o befier alter-
native due o its balanced
nutrient profile.

Official sources expect
domestle urea production I
April to recover to around 2
mt, aided by improved LNG
nvalinbility, While this would
be about 11 per cont higher
than March levels, It woilld
still fall short of April 2025
outputof 218 mr.

CURBING DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTS

Fert Output Slump Spurs
Push for Alternatives

Targets 100 districts with heaviest use

Y- -y
LU A qurlErl - West Asia crisis

Sidia Sinits o cot cheriical == & 25% reduction by K JRelsIE AV
i CAR F=p DAP & raw
Targets | To push organics,
top 100 | biofertilisers, Subsidy bill may
high-use | water-soluble rise by 220,000~
districts | inputs ¥25,000 cr: Crisil
rupted due to the effective closure
Shambhavi Anand of the Straitof Hormuz, akey trade

New Delhi: India is rushing to
curb reliance on chemical fertili-
sersaftera24.6% slumpinlocal out-
put in March, which triggered a
push to scale up alternatives such
as water-soluble nutrients, orga-
nics and biofertilisers.

The government is rolling out a
targeted campaign in the top 100
districts with the heaviest use of
bulk fertilisers like urea and DAP.
aiming for quick, measurable re-
sults. An action plan with defined
roles and timelines is being finali-
sed to accelerate adoption and sta-
bilise supplies, a senior official fa-
miliar with the matter said.

The government through the Indi-
an Council of Agricultural Rese-
arch has already introduced aroad-
map aimed at lowering the use of
chemical fertilisers, targeting a re-
duction of 5% in the 2026-2027 sea-
sonand 25% by 2030.

Supply of critical fertilisers—u-
rea, di-ammonium phosphate and
their raw materials used for domes-
tic manufacturing—has been dis-

route connecting the West Asiaand
India, since the Iran war began in
late February.

Manufacturing of urea and other
soilnutrientsalsotook a hit with se-
veral manufacturers shuttering
factories, as supply of LNG, a criti-
cal input, has been severely disrup-
ted after India's largest supplier,
Qatar, called force majeure.

The government has since pur-
chased gas on spot several times at
higher prices, increasing alloca-
tion to fertiliser companies. Howe-
ver, that has come at a higher cost.

The disruption has taken place
justahead of India’s kharif season.
Staple crops such as oilseeds, pul-
ses, rice, cotton, maize, and sugar-
cane are sown during the season,
making it vital for food inflation.

The fertiliser sector still relies on
imports, keeping subsidy costs
high. This year; the fertiliser subsi-
dy bill could climb by 220,000-25,000
crore, or 12-15%, even as annual do-
mestic production of both complex
fertilisers and urea could dip 10-
15%, according to Crisil Ratings.
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China suspends import licences of 3 Indian rice exporters

—
Prabhudatta Mishra
Mew Delhi

A month after rejecting con-
signments from three Indian
rice exporters due to traces
of genetically modified or-
ganisms (GMOs), China has
cancelled the import li-
cences of these companies,
effective April 17, according
10 sources.

The Indian Embassy in
China communicated the
matter to Apeda, India's offi-
cial agricultural export pro-
motion body, which sub-
sequently informed the
companies.

RECIPROCAL STEPS?
The companies involved are
NM Foodlmpex Pvt Ltd,
Shriram Food Industry Ltd
and Sponge Enterprises Pvt
Ltd. Industry sources said
the government may take re-
ciprocal steps if China con-
tinues with the suspension
as the grounds on which the
decision was taken are not
legallyvalid.

The companies have re-

1

STRATEGIII: RETDRT The government may take reaprocal
steps if China continues with the suspension as the ground on
which the decision was taken is not legally valid, sources said

portedly approached Com-
merce  Minister  Piyush
Govyal, Apeda and the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR) to take up the
matter with China ona prior-
ity basis, the sources said.
They added that the ef-
fective date of the Chinese
Customs Department’s new
order was determined based
on the timing of the initial
consignment rejections.
businessline had reported
in March on instances of re-
jection of Indian non-bas-
mati rice consignments by

China, citing traces of GMO,
even though the non-bas-
mati rice was tested by China
Certification and Inspection
Group (CCIC), a state-
owned company. India is yet
to permit the commercial
cultivation of GM crops,
other than cotton.

Industry sources said
China grows GM rice, and in
2006, the European Union
flagged the issue of GM con-
tamination in Chinese rice.

India exported 1,80,805
tonnes of non-basmati rice
to China in 2024-25, worth

$79.43 million, and in April-
January of the last fiscal, it
was already higher at
1,86,013 tonnes, though in
value terms it was lower at
$65.59 million.

As China had restrictions
on Indian rice through non-
tariff barriers, the export was
very low tll 2019-20, with
only 567 tonnes shipped in
2019-20, but it surged to
3,31,571 tonnes in 2020-21
after Beijing removed those
curbs.

RISING IMPORTS
According to USDA dara, in
2025-26, China's rice im-
ports are estimated to rise to
2.1 mt from 2.3 mt in 2024-
25. Its exports are also
pegged to increase to 1.9 mt
from 1.2 mt and production
to 146.3 mr from 145.3 mt,
the data show.

When China allowed In-
dian rice imports, initially its
own team recognised 16
mills in India, but later it ac-
cepted India’s official recog-
nition and cleared over 100
mills to export rice, trade
sources said.

FIR filed against seed company on
farmers’ plaintin Madhya Pradesh

Dur Bureau
New Delhi

An FIR has been registered at
the Manawar police station
in Dhar district of Madhya
Pradesh against the Hydera-
bad-based seed company
Nunhems India Pvt Lid,
after farmers complained
about financial loss after
buying substandard bitter
gourd seeds and seedlings
from the company.
According to a statement
released by the Agriculture
Ministry on Friday, farmers
from Dhar and Khargone dis-
tricts met Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan in
Delhi, claiming that they un-
derwent heavy losses in their
bitter gourd crop due to the

substandard seeds and seed-
lings. Following their com-
plaint, officials were directed
to ensure compensation for
the affected farmers and take
legal action.

‘NOT AS EXPECTED’

As per the complaint, farm-
ers bought seeds and seed-
lings from nurseries and ag-
ricultural service centres in
November 2025, but the crop

failed to perform as ‘expec-
ted’. The fruits allegedly
shrank, turned yellow and
fell off, leading to major
losses.

The FIR has been lodged
under provisions of the Bhar-
atiya Nyaya Sanhita, the Es-
sential Commodities Actand
the Seeds Act. Agricultural
scientists and department
officials found that sub-
standard seeds and seedlings
were sold to farmers under
the pretext of being certified,
causing financial damage.

Chouhan said the matter
was not just about crop fail-
ure but also about the loss of
farmers’ trust, hard workand
capital. He ordered a ban on
the substandard bitter gourd
seed variety Rubasata, the
statement said.
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NEGOTIATORS TO BE IN WASHINGTON FROM APRIL 20-22

India to seek better termsin
trade negotiations with US

MUKESH JAGOTA
Mew Delh@_ﬁ_pril 15

PRESERVING TARIFF ADVANTAGE

®m USTR Jamieson Greer
has stated that the US

m After the joint statement the US
had removed 25% tariffs on Indian
goods that were imposed for
buying crude oil from Russia

m If the reciprocal
tariffs are removed, it
needs to be seen what
commitments willbe

A GROUP OF Indian negotia-
tors will travel to the US from
April 20-22 to finalise the legal
agreement based on the Febru-

"axpects to stand by"
its trade deals

ary 7 bilateral joint statement,
while seeking to preserve the
country’s comparative tariff
advantage in American market.

“As a follow-up to the joint
statement,an agreement needs
tobe finalised.If the (reciprocal)
tariffs under the International
Emergency Economic Powers
[:IEEPA}are removed, weneed to
seewhat commitments we will
receive that grantusacompara-
tive advantage in the US mar-
ket a senior official said.

“India and the US will work
together to finalise timelines
and next steps as part of the
ongoing engagement,” Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal
told reporters. The Indian team
will be led by chief negotiator
Darpan Jain,additional secre-
tary in the Departmentof Com-
merce. He will be accompanied
byoffidalsleadingvarious tracts
of the deal.

After the joint statementon
the interim trade deal, the US
Supreme Court invalidated the
reciprocal tariffsannounced on
April 2 last yearon February 20.
Following the Supreme Court
order the US pgovernment
imposed 10% duties on all
imports under Section 122 of
the TradeActbyexecutiveorder.

It also initiated two investi-
gationsunderthe Section 301 of
TradeAct on excesscapacitiesin
its 16 economies and forced
labour issues against &0
economies to retain the leverage
intrade negotiations. Both these
investigations covered India.
Under Section 301 thereisno
limit on the level of tariffs that
the UScanimpose."The govern-
ment of India has submitted its

received that grants
India a comparative
advantage in US
market, says an official

® Following the SC
order the US govt
imposed 10 9% duties
on all imperts under
Section 122 of the Trade
Act by executive order

responsetothe request forcon-
sultations by the US Trade Rep-
resentative (USTR)on the inves-
tigations," Agrawalsaid.

"Both sides will meet to dis-
cuss howtheseissuesneed tobe
structured and addressed, he
added. Agrawal said that since
the joint statementthere have
been virtual discussions with
the US, but no physical meet-
ings. “Every country isnow cali-
brating its earlier deal with the
US. Sowearealso moving in that
direction. Looking at what will
be a legal agreement and the
trade-offs. We like to hear the
trade-off from the other side/”
the official quoted earlier said.

After thejoint statement the
US removed 25% tariffs on
Indian goods thatwere imposed
tor buying crude il from Russia.
Itwas toreduce reciprocal tariffs
on India from 25% to 1 8%, but
the US SCverdictintervened. The
interim deal between India and
USisastepping stone toa wider
Bilateral Trade Agreement.

The verdict did not cancel
the formal trade agreements
that the US had signed. USTR
Jamrieson Greer has stated that
the US "expects to stand by"its
trade deals.

India-EU FTAto come into

force in later part of FY27

MUKESHJAGOTA
Mew Delhi, April 15

INDIA'S TRADE AGREEMENT
with the European Union is
likely to come into force inthe
later part of this financial year,
Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said on Wednesday.

Besides, India and Oman
are aiming to operationalise
their Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) from June 1, he added.

"Weareworkingupon the
tentative date of 1st of June for
entry into forceofthe CEPAwith
Oman.The free trade agreement
with the EUwillbesigned bythe
end of this calendar year and
operationalised in thisfinancial
year, hetold reporters.

The FTA with New Zealand
would be signed on April 29th
andisexpected tobecome oper-
ational in October,he added.

India and Oman had signed
CEPA on 18th December last
year while with New Zealand

the negotiations on the FTA
were concluded on December
22, 2025. The FTA with the
European Union was concluded
on February 27 thisyear.

The Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agreement
(CETA) signed with the UKlast
year in July is expected to be
operationalised inthelatter half
of May."In this financial year
wewillbemuch betterin terms
of trade with many of the FTAs
signed last year becoming
operational,” Agrawal said.

After signing the Terms of
Reference (ToR) of the CEPA
with Canada, both sides held
the first round of negotiations
fromMarch9-20inthevirtual
mode. The first physical meet-
ing of the negotiators will be
held in New Delhi in May, the
commerce secretary said. On
the review of the Asean-India
Trade in Goods Agreement
(AITIGA) the 12th meeting of
the Joint Committee (JC) was
heldon 30-31 March.



April 2026

ACFI ‘

India-UK FTA likely to
come into force from
May: Commerce Secy

‘FIA @ith N= may be signed on Apr 27

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: India and the
UK Free Trade agreement
(FTA), signed in July last year,
is likely to come into force
from May, Commerce Secre-
tary Rajesh Agrawal said on
Wednesday.

India and the UK signed
the Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA),
under which 99 per cent of
Indian exports will enter the
British market at zero duty,
while tariffs on British prod
ucts, such as cars and whisky,
will be reduced in India.

"We expect the free trade
agreement related to UK to
come into operation in May
sometime, We are yet o final
ize the date because there are
certain discussions on their
(UK) side also,” he told report-
ers here.

He also expressed hope that
FTA with Oman would come
into force by June 1.

India and Oman signed an
FTA in December last year. It
will provide duty- free access
to 98 per cent of India’s exports
including textiles, agri and
leather goods in Oman.

On the other hand, India
will reduce tariffs on Omanese
products such as dates, marbles
and petrochemical items.

“We also expect our FTA
with New Zealand to be signed
on April 27, he said.

The two countries had
announced the conclusion of
negotiations for the trade deal
on December 22 last year, with

INSIGHT

He also expressed hope
that FTA with Oman,
signed in December last
year would come into
force by June 1

Under the pact, Oman
will provide duty-free
occess to 98 per cent of
India’s exports
India will reduce tariffs
on Omanese products
such as dates, marbles
and petrochemical items

the goal of doubling bilateral
trade to USD 5 billion over the
next five years,

The pact would provide tar-
iff-free access for Indian goods
in the New Zealand market and
attract up to USD 20 billion in
investment over the next 15
years.

Further, he said that the
“mother of all trade deals” -
the India-EU FTA - is expected
to be signed within this calen-
dar year.

“We will try to get it into
operation before the end of this
financial year. That is the ambi-
tion with which we are work-
ing." the secretary said.

Once all these pacts come
into operation, Indian busi-
nesses will see an increased
apportunity for exports.

On the proposed trade pact
with Canada, the secretary said
the next round of negotiations
will be held here in May.

NHC Foods acquires
Hong Kong-hased
Conquer Enterprises

MUMBAIL: NHC Foods on
Tuesday said it has com-
pleted the acquisition of
Hong Kong-based Conquer
Enterprises, which will help
strengthen its presence in key
global markets.

The acquisition, through its
wholly owned overseas sub-
sidiaryy, NHC International
LLC-FZ (Dubai), is expected
to enhance international trad-
ing capabilities, strengthen its
presence in key global mar-
kets, and diversify its product
portfolio across high-demand
sectors such as metals, steel,
and agro commodities, a
company statement said.



April 2026

ACFI ‘

Agrochemicals
sectortosee 6-8%
growthinFY27

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI1, APRIL 21

The Indian aprochemicals
industry (exduding fertilisers)
15 expected to winess stable
growth of approximately 6-8
per cent in FY27, supported by
steady domestic demand,
Improving crop ntensity and
expanding distribution reach,
acconding to a report by
CameFEdge Ratings.

Thelndian agrochemicals sec-
tor confinues to benefit from
girong underlying agricultural
findamentals, with domestic
demand providing a stable base
for sustamed pgrowth. Despite
giobal volatility, Indiaremainga
structurally growing market,
supported by increasing agricul-
fural activity and Improving
farm economics, the repot
explains. It sad agrochemical
demand in Indiacontimied to be

India, UK deepen
industrial ties, sign
MOU Wlth T-Works

"----—.-- -

New DELHE

IN a bid to deepen business
partnerships between the UK
and India across innovation,
manufacturing and technol-
ogy-led sectors, the UK India
Business Council (UKIBC)
and T-Works Foundation
signed a memorandum of
understanding  (Mol) on
Tuesday.

The MoU was signed in
Hyderabad in the presence of
Gareth Wynn Owen, British
Deputy High Commissioner
to Telangana, aimed at cre-
ating a streamlined pathway
for UK companies to ideate,
prototype and scale products
within Indias fast-growing
manufacturing ecosystem.

The UKIBC said the part-
nership brings together its
expertise in policy advocacy,
market entry and bilateral
trade facilitation with T-
Works' advanced prototyp-
ing infrastructure and manu-
facturing capabilities.

Telangana  government-
backed T-Works is posi-
tioned as Indid’s largest pro-
totyping centre, supporting
startups and MSMEs across
sectors such as electronics,
aerospace, defence, agricul-
ture, healthcare, environ-
ment and textiles.

Under the MoU, UK busi-
nesses will gain access to
T-Works"  state-of-the-art
facilities to test, validate and
manufacture products  lo-
cally.

In turn, startups and MS-
MEs within the T-Works
ecosystem will benefit from
UKIBC's global network of
businesses, investors and
policy stakeholders, enabling

] The Mol was signed

;‘r

in Hyderabad in the
presence of Gareth Wynn
Owen, British Deputy
High Commissioner

to Telangana,

aimed at creating a
streamlined pathway

for UK companies to
ideate, prototype and
scale products within
India’s fast-growing
manufacturing ecosystem

international  collaboration
and market expansion.

Dr  Kishore Jayaraman,
Group CEO at UK India
Business Council, said the
partnership would act as a
bridge between UK innova-
tion and Indias manufac-
turing strengths, allowing
companies to move beyond
market entry towards co-
development and  scalable
production.

Joginder Tanikella, CEO
of T-Works Foundation,
said the pact would help in-
novators convert ideas into
manufacturable  products
while enabling UK firms to
develop and localise solu-
tions in India.

The initiative is expected
to strengthen the broader
UK-India innovation ecosys-
tem by fostering deeper in-
dustry linkages and support-
ing product development
through advanced manufac-
turing infrastructure.

In  October 2025, the
UKIBC hailed the outcome
of UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmers  visit to  India,
which saw announcements
including 1.3 billion pounds
in new Indian investments
into the UK and agreements
to expand British university
campuses in India.
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ICAR plans to cut fertiliser use
after NGT rap on uneven usage

Tumune News SERvICE

NEW DELHI, AIPRIL 21

The Indian Coundl of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR) has
decided to cul the use of
chemical fertilisers by 26 per
cent by 2030 with increased
focus on bio-inputs, precision
and the Mera Gaon Mera Gau-
rav  (MGMG) programme,
without any yield loss,

The move, however, comes
after the Ministry of Agricul-
ture acknowledged before
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) that skewed fertiliser
application by farmers in
various regions across the
country negatively affects
overall soil health,

It told the court that it is
actively endorsing a range of
scientifically-supported  prac-
tices aimed at improving and
sustaining soil organic carbon
levels thmoughout different
states and Union ternitories.

“India has set a target of
achieving Mmanirbhar Bharat
by 2047, and the agricultural
sector will play & pivotal mole in
this joumey, While fertilizers
were instrumental during the
Green Rewnlution in boosting
produdtion, the amrent chal-

Ministry had said skewed application in
various regions negatively affects soil health

lenge lies in declining fertiliaer
use efficiency and their indis-
eriminate application,” ICAR
Director General M L Jat said
churing a bminstorming session
to develop a roadmap for
achieving Atmanirbharta (self-
reliance)in fertilizers recently,

He had said with the country
consuming nearly 33 million
tonnes of ferfilizers annually, a
gignificant share of which iz
imparted, reducing  import
dependency has  become
imperative. He said addressing
this issue requires a compre-
hensive appmach spanning
shartdemm, mediam-term, and
long-term strategies.

The official noted that
strengthening initiatives like
soll health, promoting bal-
anced and need-based fertil-
1zer application, and enhane-
ing  awareness  among
farmers, are important steps
in this direction.

“The Indian Counal of Agn-
cultural Research (ICAR) is
working on developing a con-
creteroadmap on redudng the

dependency of farmers on
chemical fertilizers. The West
Asia conflict and the increased
harm caused by fertilizers to
soll health have encouraged
the ministry to look for green
alternatives, We are confident
io design many meaningful
interventions in this matter
and also take the farmers into
confidence,” Hemalata Kapil
Assisgtant Chief Tedhnical Offi-
cer ICAR. told The Tribune,

The ministry also told the
green tribunalthat it is imple-
menting numerous schemes
and palicies aimed at promot-
ing balanced use of fertiliz-
ers, enhancing soil organic
carbon and ensuring the
longterm sustainability of
Indian agriculture.

1t also pointed that 1ssues of
soil degradation and the
impact of imbalanced fertilizer
use are complex, and multifac-
eted challenges that require a
coordinated approach imvoly-
ing the Centre, state govern-
ments, research institutions,
and the farming commumity,

Strategies to enhance fertilizer security

Mixed feedstock use and green ammonia can make a difference over time

—
Sachchida Mand

Second, nrea units using coal for
utilities should be allowed tocontinue to
tese coal. This alse works out to be

ammonia and indigenous sulphur, fts
present consumption is less than one
million tonnes. But the real bortleneck

Gulf region for import of inputs for

production of fertilizers — namchy,
LNG, amymonia and sulphur and finished
products ures and DAP, There should be
astrategy beyond fire fighting for
self-sufficiency,

Lt us focus on supply and demand of
nitrogen. Maore than 80 per cent of
nitrogen application in India is through
uresk, Other nitrogen products are handly
used. Abnormal growth in demand for

I nelia is heavily dependent on the

cheaper than gas used for steam and
power generation in spive higher energy
enmsumption.

However, these units should be
reimbursad adequately based on
realistic encrgy comsumpion norms.,
Third, old units should be incentivised
‘to meslernise, toimprove efficiency and
Inerease production,

Fourth, it is time feasibility of

rodiscin e e is explared, which
Eeill do u'umlhlhc muu?l.m‘:.

ureaand decline i p widered
the deficit from 4.4 million tonnes (mr)
in 2023-24 wakmost 10 me in 202526,

A firyg bo a recent PIB release.
wontracts for 7.24 lakh ronnes of green
ammonia have been sighied between

Tonport of uren is estimaned 1o be nearty
Lt in 2025-26 compared with 5.6 mt
in 2024-25, an increase of almost 80 per

cent.
Matural he basicinput required

d Ecn-ilimpu-pdm.
This will redisce fice an
imported ammonia for production of
monured fertifizers, There ane

for production of urea. Domestic
produstion is dependent onimported
LNG to the extent of 85 per cent of total
Bus requirement,

Incaze of gas shortage, usea units
should be encouraged to use mixed feed,
orwmix of gasand naphtha, Inearly
200K, » number of units had created
facilities to use mixed feed before these

were bypassed when impored
bmmméawlnh&einmf i

techno-c i Esswes in production
of urea with green ammonia,

GREEN AMMONIA

The best way forvard will be to
construct a denvonstration plant at the
site of green ammonia production 1o
fird the gapsin technology and logistics
and their solution before construction
of full-seale plant.

Also, 1o what extent grey ammania
cath be replaced with, lain

GREEN UREA. Feashility of producing
£ st be explored

existing urea plants mist be explosed. It
will bea realistic tanget to Fmduu;-m-.!s
per cent mitrogenous fertiliers wiing
Ereenammvonia in the next five years.

There arc alternative products (o urel
for supply of nitrogen. Enhanced share
of NP/NPE complex fertilizers in
nitrogen use from the present 18 per
cent can reduce dependence on urea.
These fertilizers not only offeran
opportunity for balanced fertilization
but alsothe promise to be produced
entirely with greenammaonia.

Ammonium sulphate (AS) s another
promising prodict, It has 20,5 per cent
nitrogenand 23 per cent sulphur, Itis
especially suitable for sulphur deficient
0ils and ollseed ct:ra

It lsabe produced using green

inexpandinguse of AS isits treatment
uniber subsidy policies,

In addition to very bow subsidy both
for mitrogen and sul phur usder nutrient
‘based subsidy (NBS) scheme, AS does
not artract full subsidy as per MBS
because it has been artificially capped at
T4,479 per tonge,

Subswdy on AS works out to about a
third of its cost innormal times
compared to85-90 per cent subsady on
urez withowt any cap. With the present
subszidy struicture, the selling price of AS
hias b mone than four times that of
ured on per kg basis.

Amongst other factors, increase in
nitragen use efficiency (NUE) can
hardly be over emphasioed. Site specific
integrated nutrient managernent with
Inclusion of organis fertilizers and soil

amendment agents ke bio-char can
easilyi NUEDy 10§ 1
points,

Thus, actéon s required oncorrection
Inrelative subsidy mtes of fertilizer
products, helping hand to urea units 1o
realise their full potential for production
of mare and more green fertilizers.

Tha writer i Valing Prafessor it ICRER Viesy e
peraonal
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Maize rules below MSP in
Telangana on higher crop

I
KV Kurmanath
Hyderabad

With maize prices falling by
one-third below the min-
imum support price (MSP),
farmers in Telangana are
seeking intervention from
the State government. They
want the government to
open purchase centres to
procure the produce at the
MSP level to bail them out.

Trade analysts said that
maize prices had turned soft
globally because of large pro-
duction projections in the
US and Brazil, resulting in in-
creased domestic availabil-
ity. Farmers alleged that
prices of the commodiry fell
to ¥1,600-1,800 per quintal
in most markets, against the
MSP of ¥2,400. This, they ar-
gued, would push them to
losses.

A group of farmers held
]JrDtES[S at Khammam, one
of the biggest maize-growing
areas in the State, demand-
ing that the government es-
tablish procurement centres
to procure the commodity.

“The government should
set up a procurement centre
in every village to help farm-
ers clear the stocks, It should
also lift the procurement
limit of 26 quintals an acre,”
Bonthu Rambabu, Secretary
of the Telangana Rythu
Sangham in Khammam, told
businessline.

SEEK ASSISTANCE

In a letter to Union Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare
Minister  Shivraj  Singh
Chauhan, Telangana Agricul-
ture  Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao asked the
Centre to include maize in
the Price Support Scheme
and purchase the produce
from farmers in the State.

He wanted the Centre to
provide an assistance of
4,000 crore to the State to
purchase at least 50 per cent
of the output (about 15 lakh
tonnes (It)).

Stating that the average
price stood at ¥1,759 per
quintal, which is ¥641 below
the MSP for the commodity,

he said this could leave farm-
ers with huge losses. Re-
minding him that the State
purchased 3.76 It last year by
spending ¥900 crore, Rao
said this year's output was
higher than last year’s.

Meanwhile, “export chal-
lenges to West Asia may lead
to higher domestic availabil-
ity, indirectly supporting
local maize prices in the near
term,” according to the latest
assessment by the Marketing
Intelligence Department of
Prof Jayashankar Telangana
Agricultural University
(PITAU).

The rabi maize acreage in
the country went up to about
29.16 lakh hectares (Ih) this
year against last year's 27.80
th. According to the second
advance estimates for 2025-
26, maize production is pro-
jected at 461.49 It, with Mad-
hya Pradesh leading with
99.17 It, followed by
Karnaraka with 63.51 Ir, Ma-
harashtra (57.25 It), Bihar
(45.77 It) and Telangana with
42.241r).

During the rabi season,
Telangana recorded a record
acreage of 4.99 lh, up from
3.38 Ih, the PITAU report
said. “Strong demand from
the feed, starch and ethanol
sectors continues to support
the market despite rising
rabi arrivals and short-term
volatility,. Domestic con-
sumption from poultry, live-
stock and ethanol industries
is steadily increasing, with
buyers adopting cautious
and tactical procurement
strategies,” it said in its latest
report for April 2026,

It estimated that maize
could trade in a price range
of ¥1,850-2,200/quintal dur-
ing this month.

Why India wants
to tailor farming
plans for states

BY VIJAY C. ROY

India is reworking its farm policy playbook by implementing state-
specilic road maps. The approach replaces one-size-fits-all national
policies with targeted interventions aimed at raising productivity,
improving climate resilience, and boosting incomes. Mint explains,

Uneven output

Performance of the agriculture and allied sector has swung wildly in recent years
‘Growth of gross value added at constant (207112) baske prices (In %)
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How significant Is the
1 agricuiture sector?
Agricalture and allied activities are
estimated 1o have contributed
about 15.6% to Indix’s national
income at current prices in 2025-
26, while employing nearly 46.1'%
ofthe warklforee, underlining the
importance of sustained growth
for economic resilience and rural
prosperity. Over the past five years,
the sector has grown atan average
4% annually at constant prices.
In Q2FY26, it recorded growth of
3.5%. Over FY16-FY 25, it grew at
445%. with gains driven by
livestock (7.1%} and fisheries (8.8%),
while crops expanded at 3.5%.
Sustaining growth and rural
incomes now hinges on improving
output per worker and per aere.
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Why are state-specific
2 plans needed?

Climate change is disrupting crop
cycles, while water scarvity is
worsening in monsoon-dependent
regions. Cropping patterns and
Input use are often misaligned
with lncal agroclimatic conditions.
These challenges are difficult to
address through uniform national
policies, Region-specilic siritegies,
such as climate-resilient irrigation
and diversification towards
drought-resistant crops, are
increasingly necessary, “Such
policies should be tailored to local
conditions while also
strengthening market linkages to
ensure better retums for Brmers,”
safd ALK Singh, former director
and vice chancellor, ICAR-IARL

What will be states’ role and
responsibility?

States will be central to diesign and
execution, identilving priorities,
prowiding granular data on soils, water
and cropping patterns, and shaping
region-specilic interventions. They will
handle implementation, coordination
and monitoring outcomes. For Birmers, it
could mean better planning, acoess 1o
inputs, higher vields and stable incomes.

What are the expected

challenges?
Execution will be critical. Alack of
reliable, granular data on soils,
waler resowrces and cropping
patterms could limit planning,
while funding constraints may
alfeet the rollout of irvigation,
diversification and technology
adoption. Farmer adoption
remains another hurdle, given
risks and market uncertainties,
Weak market linkages, including
storage andd procurement systems,
could undermine diversification
efforts. The success of these road
maps will hinge on how effectively
these challenges are managed.

4 How would these road
maps work?
State-specilic road maps aim o
align erop choices, irrigation
practices and input use with each
region's agro-climatic profile and
resource base, with a focus on
improving productivity by
promaoting the “right crops™ for
local conditions. In Madhya
Pradesh, forinstance, the Centie
has rolled out district-level road
maps, focusing on efficient water
use, crop diversification, climate-
resilient practives and stronger
market linkages. The plans
prioritize water conservation
and resource optimization,
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Industries urge GST Council to allow
inverted duty refunds on input services

Experts feel that absence
of such a mechanism creates
structural disadvantage for
manufacturers.

BASIC PROBLEMS

DS refers to a system where
tax on inputs is higher while
that on output is lower. This
results in two basic prob-
lems. First, it could result in
accumulated ITC  and
blocked working capital.
Though there is provision of
refund, it is is available only
for input goods and not for
input services. Second, IDS
pushes the production cost
making affecting competit-
iveness of domestic manu-
facturer and thus makes im-
ported goods cheaper.

In a representation to the

Taxes (CBIC), the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (BCCI) said: “While
the rate reduction in GST 2.0
has helped trade and in-
dustry too by supporting the
output supply part, yet for
manufacturers it has
deepened the inverted duty
structure and hence in-
creased the cost.”

It may be noted that with
effect from September 22,
GST rates were restructured
with two basic rate slab (5
per cent and 18 per cent)
along with 40 per cent rate
slab for demerit and high-
end goods.

KEY ISSUES
The chamber highlighted the

problem of fast moving con-

facturers. As a part of rate re-
vision, GST on many such
goods was lowered to 5 per
cent from 18 per cent. “As a
consequence of this down-
ward revision, the rate of tax
applicable 1o ourward sup-
plies were reduced by 13 per
cent; however, the rate of tax
applicable for input services
remained as 18 per cent,” it
said. This deepened the IDS
on account of input services
toalarge extent.

Further, due to the legal
provisions under section 54
of CGST/ SGST Act and Rule
89 and as confirmed by the
courts also, inverted duty re-
funds are not eligible on in-
put services. This leaves the
ITC earned on input services
as a wasteful asset in the bal-

— s . ; ance sheet and a resultant
Shishir Sinha Lost Tor manuraciurer cost to the manufacturers.
New Delhi of inverted duty refl “This also goes against the
Particaiars = At very object of GST to elimin-
Ahead of the next GST Coun- {Assuming total turnover at¥ 100) of sales ate ‘cascading impact of tax,”
cil meeting, industry leaders ITC goods T pog 606 the chamber said while mak-
are pushing for a significant TC services “4.06 406 ing the plea for appropriate
policy shift — allowing input Total ITC 10.12 10.12 recommendations for the
tax credit (ITC) refunds on Turnover 100.00 100.00 amendment of the statutory
input services under the in- GST@5% 5.00 500 provisions for correcting
verted duty structure (IDS). Excess ITC 512 512 this anomaly.
Currently, manufacturers Refund 786 2.86
can often only claim refunds T — 226 226 COST STRUCTURE
on raw materials (inputs), (Cost to manufacturers) According to Rahul Shekhar,
leaving tax paid on services Soutce: BCCI Parter at Nangia Global, in
(like legal, consulting, or lo- practice, manufacturers in-
gistics) trapped as a cost. Central Board of Indirect sumergoods (FMCG)manu-  cur substantial input ser-

vices costs, such as informa-
tion technology, rentals,
advertising,  rovalty/tech-
nical fees on acquisition of
technology,  management
cost if it is a subsidiary of
global MNC ete, which form
an integral part of their over-
all cost structure.

The exclusion of input ser-
vices from the refund mech-
anism results in the accumu-
lation of unutilised ITC,
thereby blocking working
capital and increasing the
cost of operations.

“This creates a structural
disadvantage for manufac-
turers operating under an in-
verted duty regime, ulti-
mately affecting liquidity
and business efficiency,” he
said.

CM Mann continues global outreach to promote
investment & deepen international partnerships

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: Continu-
ing global outreach to promote
investment and deepen interna-
tional partnerships, the Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
undertook a series of engage-
ments to further strengthen
economic cooperation and
fostering  people-to-people
connect.,

During strategic inter-
action with the Netherlands
India Chamber of Commerce
& Trade, led by its Chairperson,
Edith Nordmann, the Chief
Minister batted for enhanc-
ing bilateral business linkages
and promoting investment
flows between Punjab and the
Netherlands.

He also highlighted Pun-
jab’s strategic focus on value
addition, export-led growth,
and integration with global
supply chains, particularly in

sectors such as food process-
ing and manufacturing. Mann
invited NICCT to play a pro-
active role in connecting Pun-
jab with Dutch enterprises
and facilitating sector-specific
engagements and business
delegations,

Meanwhile, during the
investment Road show in
The Hague, the Chief Min-
ister further showcased the
state’s industrial strengths and
emerging opportunities in the
event, which witnessed partic-

ipation from industry leaders,
business representatives and
stakeholders from across the
Netherlands. Bhagwant Mann
highlighted Punjab’s transition
towards value-added manufac-
turing, industrial growth, and
export-led development.

He also showcased the
state’s strong fundamentals,
including its robust manufac-
turing ecosystem, skilled work-
force, progressive policies, and
investor-friendly governance
framework.

The Chief Minister also
underlined the strong histori-
cal and cultural ties between
Punjab and the Netherlands,
reflecting shared values of resil-
ience, openness and innovation.

He also underscored the
state government’s proactive
and reform-oriented approach
towards investment promo-
tion and ease of doing business
adding that the Industrial &
Business Development Policy
2026 is one of the most com-
petitive in the country. Mann
also apprised them about the
effectiveness of the Fast Track
Punjab Portal in ensuring sin-
gle-window clearances and
time-bound approvals.

The CM invited global
investors to “come, invest and
grow in Punjab,” while appre-
ciating the shared cultural
values and entrepreneurial
spirit between Punjab and the
Netherlands.
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Procurement norms for
wheat eased for Punjab

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, April 17

IN A MOVE aimed to boost
wheat procurement drive for
the current season, the food
ministry on Friday relaxed the
norms for Punjab, the biggest
contributor tothe central pool
stock, for the harvested crop
hit by unseasonal rains.

Ministry of Food Process-
ing Industries, in a communi-
cation to Punjab, stated that
norms for procurement are
being relaxed asthewheat crop
got affected due to untimely
rainfall in all the districts of
Punjab,including districts bor-
dering Chandigarh.

"This decision will help
reduce hardship for farmers
and prevent any distresssaleof
wheat” Minister of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distri-
bution Pralhad Joshisaid.

Earlier in the week, the min-
istry relaxed norms for
Haryanaand Rajasthan. Under
therevised rules, the limit for
luster loss wheat has been
relaxed upto 70%andthe limit
for shriveled or broken grain
has been increased to 15%,
from the existinglimit of 6%.
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The ministry has directed
the procuringagencies — Food
Corporation of India (FCI) and
state agencies— toliquidate
the wheat procured under the
relaxed norms on a priority
basis. The procurement vol-
umes are expected to rise
sharply inthe coming weeks.

The procurementofwheatin
the 2026-27 marketing season
(April-June) has been sluggish so
far, with the procurement
declining 39% year-on-yearto
5.13 million tonne (MT}. The
minimum support price (MSP)
purchase is against arrivals of

over 8.75 MT of grain in the
mandi inthe market.

This season, the purchase in
Punjab has been rather slow,
withonly 0.5 MT of wheat pur-
chased so far. Over 1.5 MT of
grain hasarrived in themarkets
across the state. Punjab con-
tributed 12 .2 MT to the central
poolin the 2025-26 marketing
season,outofthetotal purchase
of over 30 MT of wheat.The
agencies areaiming to buy over
30 MT of wheat during 2026-
27 marketing year to bolster
stockandensure suppliesunder
the publicdistribution system.

Exporters’ body flags rising freight
costs, seeks liquidity help from RBI

ANJALI SINCH
Murbal, 17 Agrl Paln
The Fedemtion of Indinn Export Pﬁim

Omganisations (FIEC) has urged the
Reserve Bankof India (RED) toprovide
Bguidity suspport to exporters, amida
shiarp rise in freight costs due 1o e
omgoing West Asta condlict, The dis- § —

Tacs e uop woel D cheespite a yenr morKied
by geapolitical tensions. tarifTvolatil-
iy, and supplychinin dispuptions. even
2 he cautioned that ongoing disturb-
ances in West Asia pose fresh risks to
growth and trade.

“1 think it is-actually a skgnificant
cotneidence... T saw a tweed (post on
social mecdia platform X) that the Stmit

mupthon has bod to dhelays inghipments
andd anebongation of payment cycles,
g presEanne on exporters working
capim requirements.
“Logistic disrupticn s resulted bn
froight (rtes) going up. In Exct, freight
{rate) to soane of the
Middle Exsr countries
THaE ZONe W 10 3D0-400
" per cent. It has brought
¥ pressure on air ship-
WEST ASIA. mems akso, Sinoe ogis-
CONFLICT rics  have  been
disrupred, the sapply of
poods have been detayed. Earlier, my
shipswere renching the LS coast in 50
duys. Now, they are reaching in po
daye. The payment cyche o fhe
exporter, which used to be 30-60 days,
haselongated o ao-1200ms, " sid Ay
Sahal, director general and chief
exeautive officer, FIEQ. "We require
el more credis ansd that Bwhy we
e recpuesti ngthe REIo providesonse
Hepicdity. The cost of credit is also an
e, W expect e govemment fo

m Freight costs have risen sharphy;
to some VWest Asian countries,
they have gone up by 300-£00%

® Delays in shipments and
wlangation of payrnent cydes
have pressured capital neseds

= Corstof oredit abso an s,
exporters want removal of cap
o irberest subnerition

remnove the cap that it has brought on
Interesro bvention,” he added.

Recently, RET declded tocontinue
Jey e pedlief mensymes ntroduced [
Novermn T 2025 1o SIppomn exponters
anid ongoing geopelitical and logis-
tical disniptions.

Snhal highlighted that India’s free
trade agreement (FTA) strategy has
becone miore focused, targeting com-
plermenturyeconomiesand key expon
markets

Separately, Sounya Kand Ghosh,
froup clibel economic advisor af Stote
BankofIndiasid Indinsenporn sector

ofHonmuz has been opened and crude
prices have dropped iobelow 390 per
barrel” Ghosh Sxid, adding that the
Ramiest encport chata bk offered etieour-
nging sigra. “I does not seem that
# e waes sy war st vemr bocmsa the
expons of goods amd servioes have
actually expanded.”he noted.

Ghosh expressed oprimam that
India cotiddmoveiowandstheSxtrilHon
exponts milestone, “The good thing is
that T think we ended the year quite
well, and 1 hope that this year will be
even better” Ie said. However, he
Magged rising geopolitical risks, par-
ticusiarky from the sscalating condlict in
Wt Asia, Tlvis episcde, he sakd, has
evelved into a broader regional eon-
ilict, with implieations for glotal
energy markets and supply chains

Ghosh said India entered the
unscertainty triggered by the Wt Asin
conflict from o position of relathe
strengzth, with grownh around %6 per
cent, companed with weaker starting
paintsduring s crises.

List of export destinations
expanded under RELIEF

The Centreon Friday expanded the list ol cligitls
destinations under RELTEF scheie for exporten
armid the West Avsia crfsle.

On March 19, the government buenched o
497 crone RELIEF (Resilience and Logistics Intor-
vention for Export Factlitation) schemis iomsis
exporters facing disruptions dus to L conflict.

“With rhisexpension, Egyptand Jardan have
ey e vt e listof e igibe countries for ship-
mierits et for delivery ortranshipmaent, under
the redisvant provisions of the RELIEF framework,”
the-comnerce ministry s, Irekrified thag
exporten obaain g a fresh EOGCWhole Uurmover
padicy on or mfter March 1, woulkd beeligible for
support. Theinteraention provides calibmted sup-
pont seross the expont eyele, including forship-
ens already undermaken duringthe disnipgbon
period o well 68 prospect]ive expons.

Inasepamtestatenent, the minksory sxid it has
urrdertnken aseriesof targeted reforms to
srerggthen the functioningof Nomns Committees
unster the Directorate General of Forekgn Trade
(DMGFT). Theese measures are aimed st mproving
turmaround time, enabling ¢arly approvals and
enhancing transparency and predictability under
the-Advance Authorksation (AA) Scheme, DGFT
acdminksters the Ad Scheme and the Dury-Free
Import Authoremion (DE1A)Scheme under the
Foreign Trade Polkcy. M
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Super El Niino: A brewing climate shock

There is a high probability of El Nifio forming later this year. With global temperatures already near record highs, this evolving
pattern could disrupt monsoons, strain agriculture, and trigger extreme weather worldwide—placing economies on edge.

BK
SINGH

National Oceanic and Atrmospheric Administration
(NOAA) on April 9, has predicted that there is 61%
chance that El Nino will be formed in late
summer and fall towards the end of this year and
there is 33% chance that it would be a strong one,
typically known as “Super El Nino®. There have
been anly 5 such El Nino have been registered
since 1950 and the last one was formed in 2015-
16. The Copernicus Climate Change Service has
also confirmed that 2026 March has registered
second highest Sea Surface temperature, which
points towards the possibility of El Nino condi-
tions forming later inn summer this year.

April 9, advisory of NOAA has confirmed that
an eventful La Nina winter, when powerful
storms have disrupted the lives of the people
on American and European continents, is con-
cluded and Pacific Ocean has shifted into a
neuftral pattern such that Sea surface temper-
ature in central and east-central tropical Pacific
has become average.

La Nina, neutral and El Nino are three phases
of El-Nino southern oscillation [ENSO) cycle
formed on account of natural changes in Pacific
Ocean temmperature and atmospheric drculation,
El Nino typically means less activity in Atlantic
basin and more activity in central and eastarm
equatorial Pacific. During El Nino cycle more
tropical cyclones is experienced in Pacific and
lower than the average in Atlantic, A super El
Nino acts as a shield bringing higher pressure
and vertical wind shear that suppresses hurri-
cane formation in Atlantic. The weather pattern
in this cycle in the equatorial Pacific region expe-
riences droughts, floods, extreme heat, hurri-
canes and declining Sea ice. The sea surface tem-
perature rises by more than 2 degrees Celsius,
resulting in hotter than average summer in
Western United States, parts of Africa, Europe
and India. Further, the tropical countries like
Caribbean islands and Indonesia may experi-
ence severe drought and extreme heat.

The atmosphere is likely to trap more green-
house gases and increase the concentration of
carbon dioxide and 2027 is set to register record
rise in average global temperature. So far 2024
has been the warmest, and now 2027 is likely
to breach this. The experts have also forecast-
ed that the super El Nino of 2026-27 is likely to
disperse more heat than what three earlier
super El Nino events in 1982-83, 1997-98 and
2015-16 have dispersed. The unusual heat and
humidity may intensify the low of atmospher-
ic moisture, As the warmer atmosphere has
huge amount of moisture carrying capacity, it
will bring excessive rains and flash loods in the

EL NINO
EVENTS ARE
ASSOCIATED
WITH RAINFALL
DEFICIT IN
CENTRAL
AMERICA,
WHICH MAY
DIRECTLY
IMPACT WATER
LEVELS IN
GATUN LAKE -
A FRESH
WATER
RESERVOIR
THAT POWERS
THE LOCK
SYSTEM OF
PANAMA
CANAL
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event remains trapped in the atmosphere due
to increasing concentration of greenhouse
gases, and thus every cycle of El Nino stair-steps
the global rise in temperature,

The above average summer temperature
and humidity may bring downpours in hills and
a thunderstorm season in the plains of Western
United States. Along with Central Africa,
Australia, Indonesia, Philippines, central
America, Brazil and south Pacific islands, the
central and northern part of India is likely to
have monsoon suppressed causing a severe
impact on agriculture production.

Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has
also issued advisory confirming

Some urban and rural areas may encounter
drinking water problem, which has to be
managed by agencies judiciously. A cap on the
rent of the water tankers may be imposed to
ensure that water-tanker mafias are not allowed
to take advantage of the situation and the pop-
ulation s not put further into the hardships.

Therising temperature of the planet can lead
fo devastating wildfire in different regions.
While the burning of forests of California, Boreal
and Amazon forests can damage the global lung
spaces by reducing the capacity of Carbon
dioxide sequestration, the continued fire can
disrupt the lives and livelihood of the commu-
nities’ dependent on forest resources.

Strait of Hormuz |s already a choke point,
where 20% of oil and gas from GCC countries
flows to the world market, A sizable propor-
tion of fertilizer and helium also flow through
this point. Many economies have taken a hit
owing to the trade disruption at the strait. El
Nino is predicted to create another choke point
at Panama Canal.

El Nino events are associated with rainfall
deficit in Central America, which may directly
impact water levels in Gatun lake - a fresh water
reservoir that powers the lock system of
Panama Canal, During El Nino driven drought
experienced in 2023-24, the transit of ships
through it was slashed down 1o 24 vessels per

day. It also faced a shipping

the predication of NOAA and the
strong link between Pacific Ocean
condition and India’s June to
September rainfall. it has suggest-
ed the weakening of monsoon
this year, as 7 out of 10 El Nino years have reg-
istered poor monsoon, Besides the human
health in the region will be Impacted, the El Nino
cycle has potential to disrupt the lives and liveli-
hood of the people in the region. Unpredictable
disruptions are also expected in global travel.

Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) may tum favorable
in August, which may counter the impact of El
Nino in second hall of monsoon season.
However, 10D s generally unpredictable, but the
Ioss of snow covers in 2026 ([anuary to March)
in northern hemisphere may brighten the
chances of southwest monsoon.

Historically El Nino brings lower GDP growth
due o a contraction in agricultural outpur,
affecting overall economy. The 2023-24 El
Nino, which was not a super El Nino, had caused
a drop of 6.1% in agriculture production of the
country. Promoting drought resistant crops and
sustainable farming practices as well as soil and
water conservation measures are the basic mit-
igation measures suggested for farming com-
munities. IMD must continue to predict rainfall
trends as well as issue of early waming.

Keeping a check on the water levels of the
reservoirs and managing it for urban water
supply, irrigation and power projects will have
to be monitored by central and state govern-
ments till Pacific attains a neutral conditions and
El Nino conditions vanish in later part of 2027.

The Pioneer

draft restriction of 44 feet, per-
mitting vessels navigating shal-
lower ports. These vessels trans-
ported reduced cargo due to
fallen water level in Gatun lake.
The prolonged disruption had ripple effect in
global supply chains, driving congestion, higher
transit cost and several re-routing of the cargo
vessels, However, a shift to La Nina and a sus-
tained rainfall restored water level in Gatun
reservoir and the Canal could transport nearly
36 vessels with full 50 feet draft. NOAA has fore-
casted that 2026-27 El Nino could again reduce
water level in Gatun reservoir and bring down
the daily transit slots as well as the cargo loads.

Once the number of vessels are restricted, the
powerful countries defy the order and attempt
to control the canal. Trump in his second term
has already expressed once to take over Panama
Canal. This was to counter China - the country
which booked maximum number of slots forits
vessels to transport cargo during the water stress
period in 2023-24. The catchments for Gatun lake
spreads over 2313 sq km and is fed by Chagres,
Trinidad, Ciri Grande Rivers. Since US is a dom-
inant force in the region, it must add Indio River
towater supply system to counteract low water
levels during drought. World leaders should also
protect the tropical rain forests included in
Soberania National Park, Barro Colorado Island
and Chagres National Park. If these forests are
continued to be plundered by local communi-
ties for expanding agriculture and beef produc-
tiom, El Nino can disrupt the global trade and
damage the economy considerably.
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Weather and war:
Indian farming
faces twinstorms

BY SAYANTAN BERA

With 3 parched monsoon forecast and a fertilizer supply chain hit by the
West Asia war, Indian agriculiume is caught between two mging storms.
Mint examines whether the El Nino threat and tightening urea imports
will dirive a spike in food prices or dent Tanmers’ incomes.
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Monsoon blues
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What is the monsoon

forecast?
The June-Sepiember season is
critical for two reasons: India
receives about 7O% of s annual
rainfll during these months, and
nearly 5% of its Frmband depends
on these rains for irdgation. The
India Meteorological Department
liiks Borecast the monsoon 1o he
below normal at 92% of the long-
peerind (G0-year) average (LA
Because ofthe pmergence ol EL
Nino—in which unusual warming
of Pacilic Ocean waters can lead 1o
lower precipitation over the ndian
subcontinent—the seeond hall of
the monsoon is likely w be drier.
Private forecaster Skymet has also
Fomescast a below-normmal ionsoon
it B of the LPA

Liil

What about food

prices?
Food inflation firmed up to 39% in
March, Current prices of cooking
0ils are 4-15% higher on-year,
Prices of pulses and cereals are
either stagmant or lower. Bul this
stability may be short-Tived, as
deficient rainfall threatens o drive
up the cost of pulses and ofls,
Prices of cereals for which India
his excess stock, such s rice, are
unlilaedy to rise, Bt the increase in
elobal crde prices could push
countrics (o comert cooking oils
intor binfuels, which would likely
raise ghobal edible off (palin, soy,
eic.) prices, impacting India,

k2
n0r

Could this reduce
z crop ylelds?

Rainfall distribution across e
il geography is eritical, Long dry
spells during the grain formation
stage can affect vields. particolary
o crops grown in marginal,
unirrigated lands, such as pulses
andd odlseeds. But the resilience of
Tood production to deficient rain
s improved. In 2025, monsoon
rains wene al 847% of the LA bt
Khiaril foodgrain production was
unafTected at 156 million tonnes,
Similarly, production improved
marginally on-vear o b million
tonnies in 2008, despite monsoon
rafns at 9% of the LPA, Tn 2005,
when the monsoon wis just S67% of
the LEA, Kharil foodgrain
prmdduction fell 2.3%,

108 w8 92
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Thi Weest Asian war has affected imports
of urea and diammonium phosphate,
while alo dismupting the supply of raw
malerals—natural gas and sulphir-—
nevled to make them in India, AL the end
of March, Indias total fertilizer stock was
I8 million onnes versms a requivement of
39 million tomnes for the Kharfl season, A
shortfall isfikely.

1s a fertilizer short
nent? o

So, what's the outlook

on farmers’ incomes?
Farmers have been enduring low
crop prices and reduced
profitability forseveral months,
and deficient ralis coulid worsen
e distress. IFfarmers spend more
tovwater their crops using diesel
umps, cullivation costs will rise.
Laovwer preosduction ol palses and
oilseeds, and damage 1o perishable
oo from heatwives may hurt
incomes, It is still unclear how the
fertilizer shortage will pan o,
Here, oo, Eirmers may have 1o
shell out extra money (o buy
subsidized fertilizers if the
shortage becomes acute,

Need-based fertiliser
subsidy in the works

L

ZiaHaqg

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
likely to switch to a system of
providing subsidized fertilisers
based how much farmers actu-
ally need, hoping to roll it out in
at least two to three states in the
summer-planting cycle, part of
a countrywide plan to curb
overuse and save costs, accord-
ing to people familiar with the
matter.

Imbalanced use of cheap
crop nutrients, a long-standing
problem, ruins soil and crop
quality, impacts the environ-
ment and bloats government
spending. India relies on
imports to meet its domestic
demand for fertilisers and the
Strait of Hormuz crisis has
choked off supplies of raw
materials and gas, a critical
feedstock for the agro-chemical
industry.

An interministerial meeting
last week, overseen by the Cabi-
net secretary, decided to ration-
alise fertiliser distribution by
linking it to farm data contained
in a state-created national digi-
tal database, known as Agri-
stack, one of the persons said.

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and Haryana could be the first
states where the new system
would be rolled out. The agri-
culture ministry is working on
the rollout, which will provide
cheap fertilisers to cultivators
based on how much land they
have and what they grow,

The idea is to optimise usage
also based on soil quality, a sec-
ond person said. For instance,
farmers tend to apply urea, the

|t o L B o

India relies on imports to
meet its domestic demand for
fertilisers. PTI

cheapest chemical, even in soils
that are rich in nitrogen, which
is a waste, he said.

The Agristack platform has
now made targeted supplies
possible and pilots for opti-
mised use linked to the biomet-
ric details known as Aadhaar
has already been done in some
states by the fertiliser ministry.
The trials showed rational use
can cut fertiliser consumption
by up to 15-17% and save nearly
3500 crore in a typical foodbowl
state.

The goal is to prevent misuse,
overuse or diversion of subsi-
dized agro-chemicals toward
illegal non-farm industrial use,
according to the first official.

The full-stack platform,
where states have integrated
their own repositories, has
approximately 924 million digi-
tal farmers’ IDs. With such a
large database, it will be useful
to “accurately estimate demand
and direct crop nutrients effi-
ciently to farmers by mapping
requirements and sowing pat-
terns, HT reported on April 1.
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Farmers strugle tosecure ureasupply

Rucimea M Kianna

TRIMENE W Wi

CIANDHAATH , APRIL 3
The shortage ol vurea in Funjal
haet beft farmers struggling to
sovure supplies shead of the
kharif seosonraising oonoems
ovrerop vhiEd,

Harjinder Singh of Said-
wan village in Kapurthals is
Tacing cifficully in obtaining
upe for his maiae crop. T had
never realised that getting a
fag of ures would be such an
ondeal, when paddy cultiva-
tion s still evera month away
Cenerally, the time  after
whent harvesting i for cele-
braticons. This yesir, e doys
preceding the harvest ware
Tilled with anguish because of
the quality of prains. Post-
harvest, we are prappling
with urea shortage.” he snid

The West Aaia conflict has nit
mly squeed the sepplyoffer
tifsers and misw materiol, it has
alsoledd toa sharphikein prices
fee the goacrramaent, thowggh the
metnil proe for the fmmems
remaing unchanged Sellers
are onie agnin offering ures on
theblack market oras bundled
packapewith pegtickles, saysa
e gecton of frmers,

The un supply thot came o
Punjab Ul mid-March was

A farmor pwiks procursmaont of his produce at o Jalnmifor mandl

arcuntd 4.8 i metrie tonne
(LMT) and the DAP mide
mvitlable to the state was
21,0000 BT Ont of tht the gov-
ernment has supplied 2 LMT
uren o the primary agrioul-
e cooperative  Sockeles
(PACS), while IFFCO has sup-
plied E50 LMT uren o these
societies. The DAP availahle
withthess societies B beturen
12000 el 15,000 MT

Diarshon Singh Kularan of
thie Kulisan Kake Cooperitive
Society near Samana,said very
ikt e fiert il s s rrde svail-
able i pach society and these
Aocks word depleting fast

In all nround 16 LMT unea
ard 2LMTDAP is recired for

thar upcnming kharf market-
g s st | pod oy seasonl,

A number of farmers had
abready started honrding fer-
tilisers. The state Agricul-
fure  Departnent W
stunmned ot the hike in sales
during March, 1t wiote to all
chief agricullure officers
agking them to ensure judi-
cious use of fertilisers,

Olficiaks acdmit thene might
be w shertage IF the global
geopititical situation did not
improve. Thoy, however. sy
many furmers hove been
mmuking excesgve use of fer-
tiligers and they will perhaps
nim Folkowy the expert advice
on judickous useof urea

Punjab to seek waiver
of grain weight norm

Rasinma Knrr
FALANEFEAN, APRIL 21

Punjsb & set 1o approoch the
Centre seeking a walverof the
" guragee gakr" condition for the
ongoirg wheal procumemen |
seaEnn, atmg severe westher
effnt that has simiflcantly
Imperted the orop ouality

The e fnllows a letter by
the joint coordinalion commi-
tarer LICC) of state procumemsest
agenies that sed the current

fell “wmder pelmed
specilfmtiong”  URS)  and
pozecd serious slorsge rides,

In g letter tothe Secretary,
Frod, Civil Supplies and Cone
sumer Affairs, Punjahb, the
committee flagged & sharp
deteroration inwhest qualty
dhue tounusundly high temper-
atures, folkwed by mm and
harlstorms during harvesting.
These comifions it said
nitversely offected  gram
development.  leading o
shrvelling.  diseolourmtion,
speouting. structuml demage
ard boss af endosperm

Despete the Centre relaodng
the fir average quality (FAQ)
norms by increasing the por
missihlelnit for shriveled and
bk graine, the pamscured
whiat remained of “very low
quality” with high maoisture
oontent, the committec sad.

The commitiee said freshly
harvested  gmin  indiadly
retained moktme due to poot
seridion in mandis, bt subse-
cpuently’ it kst modstune, nesuli-
mg n weight loss rather than
Ay “Sstoenge gain”,

Citing the Indinn Council of
Agricultursl Research (ICAR)
the cormmittossaid tha exeting
storagegnm formndal X iwas
hewsed o FAR wheat stored
umser idesl conditions. Apphe-
gt it o thecusrent TR Swiheat,
mrewkedd Ly poor grain health
and strectuml danage, was
*meither naturad nor sGentifi-
cally pustifiod”.

Asenior nfficin) of the depan-
ment gaid, “We are writing to
the Centre and preparing the
draft that will be Baued inoa
ey artwn”

Industries urge GST Council to allow
inverted duty refunds on input services

—
Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

Ahead of the next GST Coun-
cil meeting, industry leaders
are pushing for a significant
policy shift — allowing input
tax credit (ITC) refunds on
input services under the in-
verted duty structure (IDS).
Currently, manufacturers
can often only claim refunds
on raw marterials (inputs),
leaving tax paid on services
(like legal, consulting, or lo-
gistics) trapped as a cost.
Experts feel that absence
of such a mechanism creates
structural disadvantage for
manufacturers.

BASIC PROBLEMS
DS refers to a system where
tax on inputs is higher while
that on cutput is lower. This
results in two basic prob-
lems. First, it could result in
accumulated ITC  and
blocked working capital.
Though there is provision of
refund, it is is available only
for input goods and not for
input services. Second, IDS
pushes the production cost
making affecting competit-
iveness of domestic manu-
facturer and thus makes im-
ported goods cheaper.

In a representation to the

Cost for manufacture

dueto nor

owance

of inverted duty refunds on input services
Particulars Amount As%
{Assuming total turnover 2t 100) of sales
ITC goods 6.06 6.06
ITC services 406 408
Total ITC. 10.12 10.12
Turnover 100,00 100.00
CETR5 A0, 5
Excess ITC 312 1
_Refund 2.86 2.86
“Balance 2.26 2.26
(Cost to manufacturers)
Snuroe: BLCI
Central Board of Indirect  sumergoods (FMCG) manu-
Taxes (CBIC), the Bengal facturers. Asa part of rate re-

Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (BCCI) said: “While
the rate reduction in GST 2.0
has helped trade and in-
dustry too by supporting the
output supply part, yet for
manufacturers it has
deepened the inverted duty
structure and hence in-
creased the cost.”

It may be noted that with
effect from September 22,
GST rates were restructured
with two basic rate slab (5
per cent and 18 per cent)
along with 40 per cent rate
slab for demerit and high-
end goods.

KEY ISSUES
The chamber highlighted the
problem of fast moving con-

vision, GST on many such
goods was lowered to 5 per
cent from 18 per cent. “As a
consequence of this down-
ward revision, the rae of tax
applicable to outward sup-
plies were reduced by 13 per
cent; however, the rate of tax
applicable for input services
remained as 18 per cent,” it
said. This deepened the IDS
on account of input services
o a large extent.

Further, due to the legal
provisions under section 54
of CGST/ SGST Act and Rule
89 and as confirmed by the
courts also, inverted duty re-
funds are not eligible on in-
put services. This leaves the
ITC earned on input services
as a wasteful asset in the bal-

ance sheet and a resultant
cost to the manufacturers.

“This also goes against the
very object of GST to elimin-
ate ‘cascading impact of tax,"
the chamber said while mak-
ing the plea for appropriate
recommendations for the
amendment of the statutory
provisions for correcting
this anomaly.

COST STRUCTURE
According to Rahul Shekhar,
Parter at Nangia Global, in
practice, manufacturers in-
cur substantial input ser-
vices costs, such as informa-
tion technology, rentals,
advertising,  rovaltyftech-
nical fees on acquisition of
technology,  management
cost if it is a subsidiary of
global MNC ete, which form
an integral part of their over-
all cost structure.

The exclusion of input ser-
vices from the refund mech-
anism results in the accumu-
lation of unutilised ITC,
thereby blocking working
capital and increasing the
cost of operations.

“This creates a structural
disadvantage for manufac-
turers operating under an in-
verted duty regime, wlti-
mately affecting liquidity
and business efficiency,” he
said,
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Rabi crop cultivation in Telangana
reaches record level this year

B
HYDERABAD Rab| El [tlvahon over Procurement of paddy in rabi season
Favourable weather condi- e yearsin Teianga Nag “"'
tions coupled with the : R— | 202425
availability of ample water LB MESRNIES | 102304
in most of the major pro- ~ 2025-26 | 8941 | 64.11 | 1499 400 2.16 201
jects and energy for pump- 202425 | 8005 | 5992 | 914 (388 | 223 | 251 20223
sets and lift irrigation 2023-24 | 67.83 | 5192 | 669 | 233 255 210 | 2021-22
schemes have enabled cul-  2022.23 | 72564 | 5655 | 649|127 | 364 | 243 |00,
twat;.czln of Rabi FI‘NI)ps 038 202122 | 5405 | 3584 | 549 |127 383 3.50 .
Tecord exient 'n 1eangana  sppse aT Erml| sl s EE |22
this year (2025-26). 2018-10
The cultivation in 89.4]  2019-20 | 5382 | 3931 | 625 |0.76 329 229 :
lakh acres is labelled as 200819 | 2036 | 1730 | 319 |o4r | 272 | 271 |a017.8 L
“unprecedented”, and it  2017-18 | 3207 | 1898 | 366 057 252 358 ne s "
includes cultivation of pad-  2016-17 | 3796 | 2140 | 440 |06 | 288 | 351 |
dy - 64.11 lakh acres, maize 2015-16 | 1685 | 0551 | 229 |0.79 2.92 3gg [RUMELE
- (14.99) and jowar (4) 01415 | 3042 | 1105 | 385 |NA | 146 | 348 |201435
crops in record extents, -
Cultivation of Rabi crops {Extent in lokh acres; B'grom - Bengalgram, G'nut - Groundnut) m This rabi (2025-26), the

. : government has plans to procure
this year is almost three i

u This year's (2025-26) -- It's nearly three times 1 = Cultivation of '

times compared to the ex- rabi extent is highest- | higher compared the maize and jowar

tent covered in the first everalongwiththe | extent sown in the first tooisinarecord |  m Production of paddy this rabi
year (2014-15 Rabi) after extent of paddy and | rabi season (2014-15) after | extent this rabi 12025-26) season is estimated to be
formation of Telangana, maize formation of Telangana | (2025-26) season |  atover 160LT

and that of paddy is nearly
six times higher compared
to 2014-15. Despite some
ups and downs, the Rabi
crop has been on the stea-
dy rise, particularly after
the introduction of 24x7
free power supply to agri-
cultural pump-sets from
December 2018,

Making available the in-
puts timely by the govern-
ment, sans some problems
in urea supply at times,
along with the provision of
T500 per quintal bonus for

the fine (A Grade) varieties
of paddy, has also played a
key role.

Telangana has already
surpassed Punjab as the
top producer of paddy in
the country last year (2024-
25) itself and the estimated
bumper yield is expected
to consolidate its position
further in enhancing the
country’s food security.
Production of paddy is ex-
pected to be over 160 lakh

tonnes this season.

This Rabi season, the go-
vernment is planning to
procure about 90 lakh
tonnes of paddy, including
60 lakh tonnes of common
varieties and 30 lakh
tonnes of fine varieties at
the minimum support
price fixed by the Centre
for the grain matching the
fair average quality norms,
by opening 8,251 procure-
ment centres,

Minister for Civil Sup-
plies N. Uttam Kumar Red-
dy said the increase was
due to the proactive poli-
cies of the government. He
noted that procurement of
fine varieties of paddy had
outshone the purchase of
common varieties in the
recent Kharif season with
38.37 lakh tonnes of fine
varieties procured against
32.45 lakh tonnes of com-
mon varieties.

India’s rlceexpnrts down?Spcto$1L53bnduetoW Asiacrisis

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
NawDelld, 23Apr1l

Amid the ongoing West Asin
crisis, leading to global supply
disruption, Indiaxs rice exports
l"['ti'iL‘r.l 7.5 per cent Lo $11.53
billionin 2025-26, The dipis
prirnarily led by thecontmotion

in shipmems to major
destinations including the
middle east countries

As per the commenoe minkstry
daty, the exports in March
declined 15.36 per cent to
599753 million.

Shipments w Iran, UAE,
Soudi Arabia and Cman have

been impacted due tothe war
between US-lsrael and Iran.

Notably, Iranis Indin's top
st rioe export destination
The shipmentsare witnessing
growving stresson ovder Hows,
payment eyeles, and ship
schedulesdueto theprevailing
instability.

India is one of the workd's
largest producers and exporters
ol riee producing around 150
million tonnes of rice in
2024-25 [rom neady 47 million
hectares, accounting forabout
28 per cent of global output.

In 202425 Indinexported
20.1 million tonnes of rice
vathied i S12.5billion, renching
more than 172 countries.

Averige vickls have mmprovad
from 2.72 tonnes per hectare
in 2004-1510 about 3.2 tonnes
per hectarein 2024-25,driven
by improved seed varieties,
better agronomic practices,

and expanded irrigation
COVETHE,

AS per reports, importers
haveconveved their inability
1o oo existing commitments
and remit paymentsto India,
creating uncertainty for
exporters.

Interms of overall exports,
India exported goods worth
5624 billion o cconomics
linked o the Stralt of Hornmis:
in 2024, OF this, only around
$5.3 billion, or less than 10
pereent, may face significant
challenpesinbeing redinected
elsewhere.

Recently, Indinhasallowed
exports of basmati and
non-basmatl rice to some
European-countries
without an  otherwise
mandatory certificate of
inspection by its export
inspection agency lor six
muonths.
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USgovtbegin

s$166

billiontariffrefunds;
Indianexporterslack
dLrectclannroute

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
NewDelld, 21 Apri

The United Statesgovernment
hasinitimed the long-awated
privcess of refunding billions
of dolkirs in tarills after the
US Supreme Court struck
dewn duties imposed under
former President Donald
Trumpeirlier this yeur,

Whike the moveunlocks an
estimated $166 billlon in
refunds, Indian exporters
impacted by the tariffregime
e unlikedy v benefitdirectly.

Avcording to the Global
Trade Research Initiative
(GTRIY Indian exporters do
not hawve o legal mechanism
w elaim refunds from US
authorities. The refunded
duties are payable only o
US-based importers who
originally bore the tariffbunden
t the time of entry.

GTRI has advised Indian
ixpertensto poactiviely angge
with their American buyers
o negotinte a share of the
refumced amounts " Thenefunds
will flovwonby to US importers,
mukingoommenia nepntiations
critical for exporters secking
mmpensation,” thethinktank
noted

The vwiffs, introduced on
2April 2025 targeted multiple
countries, including Indis and
sinificantly mpactedoutbound
shipmenis, Of the total S166
hillion eligible for refunds,
nearlyS12 hillion s estimated
w be linked o imports of
Indian-origin goods Tarllls

on Indlan exports begin at
10 per cent and were
subsequentlyrased inphases
- totiching 25 per cent by 7
Augruest and escaliting Nnunher
1o S0 per cent by 28 August,
where they remoined until
enrly February 2026, The
sweeping tarfl framework
wauseventually imvalidated by
the US Supreme Court on 20
February, rendering the duties
feggally vokcd The refund proaess,
Towever,comes with procedural
constraints. As per epons,
U8 fmporters st Gle dietailed
claims through an onlineg
systern inchuding shiprsent Jowel
o il T chissitications, and
proof of duty payments,

Init ki cligibility isrestricted
tocertain umbguidated” entrics
or shipments still within 80
danysof finnd custonms acoounting,
Data from the US Customs
and Border Protection (CBI)
shows that over 330,000
fmporters pokd duties across
mexe than &3 milion shipments,
bt only around 56500 had
completed mandatory
registration for electronic
refunds by mid-April.

“The mpacton Indisnexports
v substantial, with nearly
& ent of shipments to
the US, primarly textiles and
apparel, falling under the
elevated tarilf bracket. These
sectors are now expected o
account for asienificant share
of the refund pool, though
actual gains for Indianesporiens
will depend on bilateral
negotktions with US buyers,

{ RELIEF FOR FARMERS |

Centre relaxes wheat quality
norms to counter rain damage

Grains with up to
70% lustre loss, 15%
shrivelled and
broken, and 6%
damage to be
procured without

any value cut

Gurpreet Singh Nibbar
Senteanchd rhandun tac e com
CHANDIGARH: The Centre on
Friday relaxed norms for the
procurcment of wheat in Punjab
dnminged by unseasonad rainfall
in March and April, when the
crop was in dis final stage of
maturity.

The state officially kick-
started the procurement on
April 1. The state hos recelved
thee cash eredit Hmit to the e
of 435,000 crore for procuring
122 Inkh tomnes of wheat,

Making an announcement on
micro-blogsing site X. the Union
minfster of consumer affairs,
food and public distribution,
Prathad Jashi, said the relaxa-
tions arc without value cut,
offering & minimum support
price of 2,585 per quintal.

According to the officinl com-
unication reccived by Punjab,
the toss of lustre in the wheat
erop has been allowed up o 700
against the existing norm of
2o, shrivelled and broken grain
up t015% against the norm ol up
10 6% and damaged and slightly
dumaged to 6% against the nom
of 2%

Thie relaxed specifications ane
applicable with immediate effect
and are netroactive to the start of
this rabi season, providing a
much-needed safety net for the
region’s agricultural economy.
As per the communication, these
relaxations are uniform for the
entire state,

“The request for relaxation in
wheat procurement duc to
untimely rainfall was reocived
on Apeil 9, Promptly thereafier,
teams were deputed on 10 April
to assess the situntion across all
districts, Based on feld inputs,
the Centre has approvid relaxa-
tions for wheat procurement
under the Rabi Marketing Sea-
son (RMS) 2026-27 In all dis-
tricts of Punjab and the Unbon
Territory of Chandigarh,” Joshi
wrote in a poston X

The six teams of the Unlon
ministry of foed and public dis-
tribution collected nearly 300
samples from 78 mandis in 22
districts.

Labourers il wheat into sacks
anthe groin market in Patisly
on Friday. o

The Cenire’s decision torelax
oS came after thie teums sub-
naitted their findings.

The Food Corporntion of India
{FET), which manages distribii-
tion of food grains from produc-
|I'Is stafes 10 conswamer sties,
haed on Thursday recommended
ek quality norms for wheat
precurement in the current sea-
son, following a paralel investi-
stons carvied out by L

The: Union minkster said that
this decision will help reduce
hardship for farmers and pre-
vent any distress sale of wheat,
and thee relaeations will beappil-
cable from the commencement
of the rabl season. Due to late
rainfall, harvest and procure-
et were delayed. did [t began
this week,

The state government had
opened 1872 mandis for pro-
curementan April L

far, nearly 17 lakh tonnes of
freshly harvested wheat has
arrived in the mandis, with 7
lakh tonnes arriving on Friday
. alled

| rerment was st
Iy the ;dnlc:;rhmmtr procure-
mient agencies — Punsup, Pun-
grain, Markfed and the stae
warehousing  corporation
(PSWC) alleging that they are
et pressured o procure darm-
aged grain on par with good
quadity grradn. However, they had
resumed purchase after assur-
ance from the state’s food and
civil supplics that damaged pro-
duce would not be procurcd
until retaxation bs allowed.

Following the annauncement,

PROCUREMENT STATS

122 lakh 1.5 lakh acres | 17 lakh tonnes

c Wheat arivals in
Wuhmm l:tmult mandis to date
expedted in L)

{ ¥35,000 crore
1872 1o assess exact Cash credit limit
Mandis apened damage] for arop purchase

the farmcr unions deferred thefr ter Bhagwant Mann met Unlon

planned ‘rall ko’ protest by
three diys, Kisan Makdoor Mor-
cha leader Sarwan Singh Pand-
heer annosmeed the decision after
an onkine meeting with the Sam-
yukin Kisan Morchn (SKEM) and
Azad Kisan Morcha (AKM).

Dama grain to be
stored separately

The relaation hascome with the
conditions tat wheat procuned
under the retaxed specilications
shall be stacked and accounted
for sepanately.

“Any deterioration inthe qual-
ity of wheat stocks procuned
uncher refaxod norms during the
storage shall be the responsibil iy
of the state government, and
these stocks will be liquidated on
o priorty bass,™ skl thecommu-
nication, ndding thak any fnancal
or opemtional imgtkations due
this relmsantion will be the nespon-
sibilley of the state government.

Full godowns pose
rh.llllngpn

m state is also grappling with
paucity storage space as neardy
155 Inkh tonnes of grain stock.
procured during previous sea-
sons, haven't been evacuatd o
consumer stifes.

Earfier this week, chicf minds-

minister Joshi (n New Delhi o
highlight the "storage crisis™ in
the state and sought immedinte
evacuation to creake space to
store freshly procursd whent
this sesmsan.

Ensure timely payments:
Kataruchak to officials
Punjab food, civil supplies and
consumer affoirs minister Lal
Chand Kataruclsak on Friday beld
& virmuel meeting with district
fooud supply controliers {DFSCs)
and senior officials to ensure a
smooth and hassle-free procune
ment of produce at mandis,

Kotaruchak said that with the
Centre relaxing quallty norms
for wheat. the officials should
ensure efficiency, Iransparency
and strict monitoring at all levels
during the procurement process,

“The procured wheat should
belifted within 72 hours to avoid
congestion In mandis. Timely
paynitcnts to farmers, within 48
howirs, shauld be ensurid. The
entire process. must be carried
out in a transparent and time
bound maner.” he sajd.

Kataruchak further asked
DFSCs o conduct regular field
visits to mandis 10 oversce
arrangements and  address
Issucs on thospot.

FARM UNIONS
DEFER RAIL
BLOCKADE, GIVE
3-DAY ULTIMATUM

Vishal Joshi
lettes :mrmr mmrnumn:nm

BATHINDA : Farmer uniions have
posiponed their planned “rail
roko’ protest by three days fol-
lowing official assurances that
wheat procurement will be
streambined.

Sarwan Singh Pandher of the
Kizan Mazdoor Morcha {(KMM)
announced the decision after an
online meeting with the Sanyukt
Kissin Morcha (SKM) and Azad
Kisan Morcha (AKM), noting
that the 72-hour grace period
serves as a final ulimatum o
both state and central govern-
s,

The agitation, originally trig-
gered by show grain lfting fol-
lowing crop damage from
untimely raing, remaing on
standby should the adminkstra-
tive response falter.

Ina move that addresses the
core of the farmers” grievances,
the Unlon ministry of consumer
affnirs, food and public distribo-
tioa on Friday approvied a retro-
active relasation of procurement
specifications for the current
rabi season.

Despite this federal relief,
Pansdber maintained pressure on
chiel minister Bhagwant Mann,
accusing him of delaying the
requisst tocentoil agencies whike
lecusing on political rallics.

The KMM leader sald while
neighbouring states secured
these relaxations earlier, Pui-
jabis detay exacerbated the crisis
anthe mandis. While the unions
acknowledged reporis that pro-
curement has finally begui in
several markets, they wamed
that any failure to expedite the
operation within the next three
days will lead to an immediate
resumption of the statewide mll
agitation.

“The farmer unlons had cartier
announced a three-hour block-
ade from 12 noon te 3 poyon Fri-
day If procurement operations
didn't start immcediately with
relaxed quality norms. The
blockmde was expecied to ke
place at multiple locations
ncross districts, including Amei-
sar, Sangrur, Hoshiarpur,
Kapurthalo, Barnaka and Tarn
Taman, Moga, Patinla, Feranepur,
Malerkotla. Pathankor, Jakan-
dhar, Bathinda and Ludhiana.
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Mumbai: The state govt has
capped the weight of sacks
carrying agricultural pro-
duce at 50 kg to protect work-
ers involved in loading, un-
loading and transporting
them. The decision has been
taken keeping in view the
safety and health of workers
who handle the sacks.

In a directive to all Agri-
cultural Produce Market
Committees (APMCs), the
marketing department said
sacks of onions, potatoes
and other farm produce
must not exceed 50 kg.

Officials said such bags
currently often weigh more
than 60 kg, depending on the
region, the type of packag-
ingsuchasjute ormesh, and
local market practices.

Officials said the move
follows International La-
bour Organisation norms
that workers handling
goods should not be re-
quired to lift more than 50
kg,

The Centre had in-
formed the state about im-
plementing this standard,

following which the labour
commissioner issued a cir-
cular in 2000 setting the
weight limit. In 2010, the in-
dustries, energy and labour
departments also instruct-
ed Mathadi Boards to en-

force it. Labour organisa-
Al image

tions had repeatedly urged
the govt to implement the
rule, which had remained
largely unaddressed.

The decision was taken
at a meeting held last week
under the chairmanship of
state’s marketing minister
Jaykumar Rawal. The meet-
ing was attended by traders’

State caps weight of agri-produce
-~ sacks at 50 kg to protect workers

unions, labour department
officials, and representa-
tives of the Kirana Bazaar
and Shops Board.

A govt resolution (GR)
said all APMCs must spread
awareness among farmers
about the 50 kg cap and di-
rect traders to comply with
it. It also called for wide pub-
licity across market com-
mittees,

“The agricultural pro-
duce market committees,
must ensure that agricultu-
ral produce is not moved in
bags weighing more than 50
kg, including onions and po-
tatoes, and this should be
strictly implemented, the
GR said.

The GR said that the rule
must be enforced strictly
under official supervision

However, the GR said, au-
thorities should ensure that
thefunctioningof APMCsis
not affected by the imple-
mentation of this circular
and that their functioning
continues unaffected.

The director of market-
ing should submit reports
from time to time regarding
the implementation of this
cireular, the GR added

Natural farming boosts AP yields,

incomes by 30%: UNEP report

® Govt-UNEP-backed
initiative reaches over 30
lakh farmers, with plans to
double coverage and scale
globally

@ Chemical-free farming
using bio-stimulants
improves soil fertility, cuts
input costs, and raises
farmer earnings

® Market linkages,
certification, and farmer-
led outreach driving wider
adoption across Andhra
Pradesh

MNew DELHI

A project run by government and
UN  Eovironment  Programme
(UNEP) promoting natural farming
in Andhra Pradesh caused at least
30 per cent increase in productivity
and farmer incomes, a4 new report
has said.

The initiative has already reached
over 30 lakh farmers, with plans to
double that number and share les-
sons globally, the report from the
UNEP said.

The project  namely  Andhra
Pradesh Community Managed Nat-
ural Farming initiative (APCNF),
which evolved from a 2004 Com-
munily Managed Sustainable Agri-

culture programme, forgoes use of

chemical fertilisers and pesticides
for matural bio-stimulants made
from ingredients such as cow urine

and dung. The bio-stimulant will re-
vive soil microbes which will bolster
soil fertility by breaking down or-
ganic matter and minerals, releasing
nutrients.

“Small quantities of bio-stimu-
lants will trigger the soil microbes.
After some years, we will not even
need them when the soil becomes
fertile,” Dinesh Kumar, a local gov-
ernment official said.

Diverse p!uuts will feed the soil,
and the soil will remain healthy,
feeding the plants in turn without

any need for external fertilisers, the
report explained the philosophy of
the program.

Andhra Pradesh has  suffered
from declining soil fertility due to
erratic rainfall and rapidly declining
bindiversity due to monocropping.

Madhuri  Manda, director for
South Asia at Rainforest Alliance
said  monocropping  causes  soil
erosion, water runoff and leach-
ing of nutrients. Burudi Kumari, a
five-year local practitioner of natu-
ral farming said that the quality of
soil has improved, and she spends
less money on fertiliser, increasing
his earnings. Kumari is now a lead
farmer in her self-help group, help-
ing others make the transition. "I
was very proud o be elected as a
lead farmer introducing others to
natural farming,” she said.

Sustainable food cultivation also
depends on sufficient carnings for
farmers and so the initiative has
been engaging with the private sec-
tor, connecting farmers to markets,
and  increasing consumer  confi-
dence through certification and
traceability. wo
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India may slash sulphur imports
from Gulf due to soaring prices

—
Reuters
Toronto/New Delhi

India is considering a pro-
posal to restrict sulphur ex-
ports after industry lobby
groups raised concerns
about soaring prices and dis-
ruption to supplies from the
Gulf, three sources aware of
the development said.

Export restrictions could
add to upward pressure on
global sulphur prices, as sup-
plies from West Asia are dis-
rupted by the Iran war and
with China also set to re-
strict sulphuric acid exports
from next month.

FALLING IMPORTS

“Sulphur supplies are tight-
ening due to falling imports
from West Asia,” a senior

official

government with
knowledge of the proposed
restrictions told Reuters.

“Allowing exports could
further pressure availability,
so discussions are under way
on whether exports should
be limited.”

Sulphur is used to produce
fertilizers such as am-
monium sulphate and single
super  phosphate, both

widely used in India.

India meets more than
half of its sulphur require-
ment through imports of
around 2 million tonnes a
year, with nearly half sourced
from West Asia.

GLOBAL LINK

It also exports around
800,000 tonne of sulphur a
year, with more than 90 per
cent going to China.

Industry lobby groups
asked the government in
New Delhi to ban these ex-
ports, according to a com-
pany executive aware of the
development.

India has already directed
oil refineries, which account
for most domestic sulphur
output, to supply adequate
amounts to local fertiliser

companies.

India’s wheat output stable
despite heat stress: Centre

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Dalld, 26 April

ndin's wheat production
outlook forthe 2025-26
cropyenrrenain mixed
but resilient”, with
weatherreluted disrmptions
likeely to be offset by higher
aereage, carly sowing and
improved crop practices,
according to an official
darilicationssued in nesponse
to recent media reports.
The Ministry of Agriculture
& Farmers Wellare said wheat
Crops sown on an estimated
S million hectanes witnessed

whichare better equippedio
withstand heat amd biotic
stresses

Procurement data further
Indicares mbust production
levels inkey states,

Wheat arrivals in Harvana
miandis have surpassed the
75 LMT povernment
procurement tuget, with 56,13
LMT already purchased.
Procurcment has increased
by mughly 9 LMT compared
to the same period last year.
InMadhya Praclesh the initind
procurement goal wis 78 LMT
but it has beenofficially ruised
Lo BOOLAT Fod e gz requiests

no incldence of insect pests
ordiseases during the season.

Early and timely sowing of

wheat led to an increase in
the cultivated area compared
to last vear.
Lateintheseason, unusually
hightempertures in February
exposed the crop to heat
stress, reducing grain flling
duration and yield Further,
untimely minfallandhaidstomes

al maturity in a few areas
likely cansed localised damage
to grain quality and vield, it
added.

There has been no report
of vield losses due to any
diseases or insect pests in
the wheat crop. Also, wead
infestation remained low
duringthecrop growthstages
Early and timely sowing
increased denificunthy enabling

the crop to escape terminal
heat during grain filling, the
ministry said.

The additional 0.6 million
hectares plinted during 202526
is expected to partially offset
localised losses. Additionally,
the enhanced varietal
replaicement rate (VRR) has
aceelerated the adoption of
high-vielding climate-resilient,
and disense-resistant varielies,

from the state government
e tohigh produdion estimetes.

Maharashtra's wheat
production for 2025-26 is
estimated at around 2290
lakhtonnes, reflecting a seady
increase in recent vears. As
oflate April 2026, the stateis
seeing steady inflows,
particularly from the
Marathwada and Vidarbha
regions,



‘ April 2026

ACFI ‘

Nod to 2.5 MT

of ureaimport
at double the
pre-war price

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, April 22

THE GOVERNMENT HAS
approved 2.5 million tonne
(MT) of urea imports by Indian
Potashat $935-959 pertonne
— nearly double the price that
prevailed before the war in
West Asia. The imports from
countries such as Russia,Alge-
ria, Nigeria and Oman, by pass-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, are
expected to boost supplies in
the coming kharif season.

Indian Potash, the agency
authorised for sourcing soil
nutrients, will get 1.5 MT of
delivery on the west coast at
5935 per tonne and another 1
MT onthe east coast at 5959
per tonne. In February, before
the war, urea prices were
around §550 pertonne.

Urea supplies have been
severely hit due to the virtual
closureofthe Strait of Hormuz.
The warhit six key production
centres — the UAE, Kuwait,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and
Bahrain —that accountfor 30-
40% of global urea trade.

Inan interviewwith FEthis
week, Indian Potash Managing
Director P 5§ Gahlaut said urea
prices “are notthat high” com-
pared to the prices prevailing
in October-November 2021
amid the Russia-Ukraine war.
Urea prices increased to over
$980/tonne then and other
fertiliser variants also rose
sharply,he added.

India’s first
women-led F'TA
iswin for exports,
shield for farmers

~
id‘/ B

Prvusi Groval

HE A -New Zealand Free Trade Agreement
(FTAL belng signed on Monday, mazks a deflning
mllesond in Indinsengagemen with the developed
wiorhd It neflects o clecisive advamcernent In Prime

Meliniserer Baneridn Mo vision of transfonming g
ball ecomomic partneérships nfo tangfble galns for farmens,
wonmen, b, and job-creating Endusiries.

The FFTA foblows o serhes of tandmak teade pocts with majos
hsvelaped ecomoniies, inchiding the Urnitiad Kingdom and ELL
T ngrevciments sirvrgthen [ndia’s poadticn bn ghithal maroets
and provide exporters with o competitive edge In some ol the
wnrht's mcet fuceat ve soonoeies, oven amid oegsing plobalun
certabnry arsd velstiliey. Avihe corool the win-win agreement is
Rew Zealndscommitment o mmed laely eliminate tarffon
all Indian producis, removing 2 significant barrer In o marke
where our key expors cuerensly e duties of 10 per cent,

This is i rragor Deoss for lebour-intensive sectom such s gar
s, Carpets, yarm, fbocs, foolwear, bags, bells, au comctill
conrponents, machinery, tools, gems and Ewellony, and hardi-
crnits. Thesojob-cremting industrics form the tackbone ofindis’s
MSaSE ooomystems and will benefit from price comperizivencs:
s bt i TV sl dnoesd enponrs A Trigases g senle
ensgloyTen gt ion across g clusens an isan
cormrmuenities, and small enterprises. This reflects the brosder
philosophy pubding Indin’s tmde peliey sinee the Mo govern:
et was formsec in 2004 [ e rooted ininchushity, empower-
it and s prosperity.

A slefindng fenture ol this agreement [5 that [ s Indias fing
wame-ked FTA, Neasly the entine negotisting tem compprised
WETheT THES flbestone fellects | e growing Immortancs of
W i the Madl govermament. I alggns with beoadsr oo b
enhance women's participabon in governance, lesdership, and
dhecislon-making scross scotom, reinforcing the kiea of e
hiwkatt 38 aclriver al nankonad developmicn,

Thee P s D canefuliy stroctured ioenhanoc agricultiem|
productiviny. New Zeland will suppon sgriculture productbviny
action plans for i, apples, ancd honey, Thes: inklnthves inclide
Imgoved planting mmaterial, rescarch collaboration, capacity
b dlHisg: For ronvers, post- larvest Imiprovements, food safety
systems, and the establiishment of
centres of excellence. Projects for
nppocuksivasorsand sustainable boe-
ol prrsctices will cnhamce e
duction and apaa B y-aandards, which
will Incresse iy prosporinge

A the-sameiime, tndia has fiemly
protocted i core agpriculuml inies-
et Sefaltive products sich as dalry
(including milk, crzadm, whey, yo-
whiirt, ane clubese), vigetables like
ik, sy, poss, oo, almsonds,
saygir, and cemaoln olls A (aes v
e eteciuubend Broen tan i coniessions, This ersuns U ot ic
farmiers remain insula cd oo disnupetve ingport competition.
Protecting the incresteofSarmensnnd lehenmien has been centnil
12 Tmelia’s apprcach i all rrache noger farkors.,

A e pillar af the sgreernend Benhancod mobithy forsu-
deersts and skilles) profissdonals. For the find time namy bilateral
irmde agreement, New Fealand has introduced o strociured
T foe Encila stucers mmobdling and post-snsdy workiop-
POETR FR, THeE fne O T T ol Cris o Dindliam st e, S
dliertss wll e llivered 1o wiork ok beast M0 hotem per werk dusfng,
suties, while post-study work rightsexsend up tothroe years for
STES mruanalcs and up o four vear & ocrorad schodars.

Theagireemnent imtrocucesa Temponry Employment Entry
Wisa pathrwsry For up o 5000 Inddan professionalsas any given
timee, nblowing stays ol up it hree yeors insectors such w T, ene
Einevring. healihoue, echacmion, corsinaction, and scect irdk
tional Mefds e yogs, Avurveda, Inddan calsine, and musde. In
axchlit o, o W B g oy Visa scherne will alkemw LOOD) yosrg
Imdlians nnpially tollve and work in Sew Zealand for apio 12
o b, strerg henbnggonitumd exnchamge nnd ghobal exposting,

Mo Fealand o commimied o factivaiog Sa0billen of in-

i Enesrl irvde ] ik, This Hegested 1o sppon ia facenming.
Infraseruenn, rerewsbile enemn, digind s, innovation eoo-
systesns. and ernphoynent genemation, A rebalncing clase has.
ey incomoat od co-cnsure socouninbdlity. The sgrevment also
encowrages collaboration n research, vochinedogy transfer, skill
developrment. and innovaion-difven sectom, ensuitng that trade
Iscomplemented by long-termi developmental pastnerships,

The India-New Fealamd FTA rellects a chearand condlden
el TG Oy of AT gl WiLh Aevelopod ecodioeniheE1al ope
nearningfiil madket pooi=s for ndie's Iibor-insensive Reciom
wihile respecting domnestic sensitivitie. India today negotises
{roema possician of seoenggthand crod by, Uniie earfberdooudes,
Wtheer o e BETeeTeris ofl en e osed vidnembie sects withous
adlequane safeguands, current negoliations ensuire that agricul-
ture, ladry, ol ot her sonsitive arens reenain fully protected.

Asindia |!n1:uml|.\\-,wulrm\\|(|:m hanoed coonomics,
L nggronmerE with Hie developed work! stund s a powerfiul
excarripibe ol i trde policy can be aligned with national devel-
ofwnent goals ensiring nclushve gt and Inog-temi sooi-
el reslienace onthe eith o Vilslt Bharst X047,

India, Qatar Talk
Ways to Boost
Trade & Supply
Chain Resilience

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India and Qatar on
Thursday held discussions on ways
to boost bilateral trade and strength-
en supply chain resilience amid dis-
ruptions caused by the West Asiacri-
sis. The virtual meeting was held be-
tween commerce and industry min-
ister Piyush Goyal and Qatari
Minister of State for Foreign Trade
Affairs Ahmed bin Mohammed Al
Sayed.

“We discussed ways to further en-
hance our bilateral trade and invest-
ment ties while strengthening sup-
ply chain resilience. Looking for-
ward todeepening our strategic part-
nership in the times ahead,” Goyal
said in a social media poston X.

ThetwosidesareintalksforaCom-
prehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA). Qatar 1s also
partof thesix-member Gulf Cooper-
ation Council (GCC) with which In-
diais negotiating a trade deal.

The West Asian bloc is the largest
trading partner of India with bilat-
eral goods trade of $178.56in FY25.

Almost two weeks ago, Goyal dis-
cussed supply chain challenges faced
for essential food items with the GCC
as well as some of its members.
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Maha Agri Input
Bodies Call for
Strike on April 27

Pune: The Maharashtra Fertilizers,
Pesticides, and Seeds Dealers Associa-
tion (MAFDA) and the All India Dealer
Association (AIDA)have called for a stri-
ke on April 27 in Maharashtra.

The dealers, distributors, and manufac-
turers have alleged excessive oversight
and concerns about ease of
business. “According to a
new Government Resolu-
tion, 23 different level offici-
als have been designated as
quality control inspectors,” said Vinit
Kasliwal, general secretary, MAFDA.

Maharashtraisoneof thetopconsumers
of fertilisers, pesticides and other inputs,
as it is a leading producer of horticulture
and other commercial crops like cotton
and sugarcane. “Increasing the number
of inspectorsfor agriinputs will hurt ease
of business as it will lead to repeated sam-
pling at company and dealerlevels,” saida
senior industry executive, who requested
not to be identified. —Our Bureau

Sitharaman hints at
Covid-like fertiliser
subsidy for farmers

ASIT RANJAN MISHRA &
SANJEEE MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 26 April

Amid an already mounting fertiliser

subsidy burden due to the West Asia | b

crisis, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday indicated
that the government may Keep retail
fertiliser prices unchanged for
farmers, as it did during Covid.

“Didn’t we do that during Covid?
When fertiliser prices abroad shot
through the roof, we still procured
them at those prices and ensured
there were no supply disruptions.
Above all, prices were not passed on
to farmers. Farmers paid the same
price as before. We never shifted the
burden to them,” Sitharaman said at
an event organised by the Economic
Times in Mumbai.

Since early March, global urea
prices have risen from $460 pertonne
to nearly $850 per tonne—an increase
of abour 85 per cent — while di-
ammonium phosphate (DAP) prices
have climbed 25-50 per centto around
$850-1,000 per tonne.

Urea and DAP are the two most
widely consumed fertilisers in India.

With fertiliser prices rising sharply
due to the West Asia crisis, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday approved a
10-21 per cent increase in per-kg sub-
sidy rates for non-urea fertilisers for
Kharif 2026 under the nutrient-based
subsidy (NBS) regime, compared with
kharif 2025.

The move is estimated to cost the
exchequer about %41,534 crore;
around 12 per cent more than the pre-
vious season.

West Asia accounts for 20-30 per
cent of India’s urea requirement and
30 per cent of DAP imports, while
supplving nearly half of the country’s
LNG imports, a key feedstock forurea
production.

Supplies of key raw materials
suclh as ammonia, sulphur and sul-
phuric acid used in domestic produc-
tion of phosphatic and potassic
fertilisers have also been affected by
the conflict.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, inthe FY27 Union
Budget, pegged the fertiliser subsidy
at T1.7 trillion, 8.4% lowerthan the
FY26 revised estimate of T1.86trn

India’s fertiliser subsidy for FY27
could come under pressure if global
prices continue to rise, even though
stocks are currently adequarte to meer
immediate demand, traders and
market participants have said.

In the FY27 Union Budget, the
government pegged fertiliser subsidy
at ¥1.7 trillion, 8.4 per cent lower
than the FY26 revised estimate of
.86 trillion.

The FY26 revised estimate itsell
was over 11 per cent higher than the
budget estimate, reflecting record
consumption of ureaand DAFat elev-
ated prices.

Data shows that by February 2026,
fertiliser subsidy spending had
already exceeded the FY26 revised
estimate at ¥T1.88 trillion. Domestic
praoduction has also weakened.

Fertiliser output fell 24.6 per cent
in March, a 13-year low. Urea output
fell nearly 27 per cent year-on-yearto
around 1.8 million tonnes, while pro-
duction of phosphatic and potassic
fertilisers declined 16-24 per cent to
about 0.9-1 million tonnes.
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India’s China strategy: Boost
exports, cut import dependence

Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) set up to monitor exports and imports

MNEW DELH]

INDIA s following o diversified
stralegy to boost exports 1o China
by strengthening domestic capacities
while reducing import dependence
through diversification of its supplier
base, as complete decoupling from
Beijing is difficult since Chinese in-
puts support the country’s industrial
groneth, a senior official said.

“While India may not have hard
decaupling from China, it is creating
its own capacity both in terims of hav-
ing resilient supply chain and alse in
terms of increasing our own exports
capacity,” the official said.

The senior government  official
added that India primarily imports
raw materials, intermediate and capi-
tal goods, such as auta components,
eectronic pants and assemblies, mo-
bile phone components, machinery
andl refated parts, and active pharma-
ceutical ingredients, which are used
to produce finished goods for export
and support domestic manufaciur-
ing.

"Whatever China is supplying is
the backbone of India’s production.
Some consumer durables are also
coming bul are less in numbers,” the
official said.

India’s exports to China rose about
37 per cent to 51947 o in 2025
26 from $14.25 hillion in 2024-25,
The exports stood at 3071 billion in
1997-98, O the other hand, imports
from Beijing increased 16 per cent
to $13L63 billion in 2025-26 from
$113.44 billion in 2024-25.

The trade deficit has risen from
599.2 billion in 2024-25 10 $1126
billion in 2025-26. Imports were just
$1.11 billion in 1997-98. The main
export sectors where India has re-
corded health growth in exports dur-
ing the last fiscal vear include printed

regularly to take corrective measures

India primarily imports raw materials, intermediate and
capital goods, such as auto components, electronic parts and
assemblies, mobile phone components, machinery and refated
parts, and active pharmaceutical ingredients, which are used
to produce finished goods for export and support domestic

manufacturing

circuit boards, electrical appliances,
telephone systems, shrimp, alumini-
um ingats, black tiger shrimp, vessels,
and certain agel commodities.
However, there is a need to further
widen the exporl basket to increase
India’s share in China's imports. The
import surge is in electronics, electr-
cal machinery, pharmaceuticals in-
gredients, APls, auto parts, telecom
instruments, industrial machinery,
computer hardware peripherals, or-
ganic chemicals, accumulator and
batteries, plastic raw materials, re-

sidual chemicals, and bulk drugs.
"These all goods are ultimately going
inte our industrial process, as we are
industrialising, imports will increase
naturally,” the official added.

‘The government is taking a series
of measures o boeost domestic manu-
facturing and the production-linked
incentive scheme 15 a key step in that
direction. The boost in manufactur-
ing going ahead will help cut imports
andd increase exports,

The scheme is helping domestic
businesses to create value chains and

for that the industry needs copital
goods and intermediate parts, Fur-
ther, to reduce import dependence
on China, the government is in the
process of identifying goods that are
China-intensive and  cost-competi-
tive, and is examining whether Indi
an companies can source them from
countries such as Taiwan, South Ko
rea, Japan, and the Ewropean Union.

An Inter-Ministerial  Committee
(IMC) is there to monitor exports
and imports regularly and i takes
corrective measures in consullation
with various stakeholders.

The composition of the IMC in-
cludes represer ‘es from Depart-
ment of i.:nmmrn.t:, Ijvpnrlrm:m ol
Revenue, Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade, Di-
rectorate General of Foreign Trade
and Directorate General of Commer-
cial Intelligence and Statistics.

Defining El Nino signature may emerge as
season evolves, says Japan-based scientist

——
Vinson Kurian
Thiruvananthapuram

The defining signature of an
El Nino, in which ocean and
atmosphere enter into an in-
tricate coupling, may emerge
next month as atmospheric
pressure patterns begin to
respond to warming of wa-
ters in the equatorial Pacific,

As sea-surface temperat-
ures (SS8Ts) climb, pressure
correspondingly dips over
the crucial Nino 3.4 region
(equatorial Pacific). In see-
sawing action, pressure
builds towards the west near
Darwin, Australia,

INDIA FACES HEAT

The resulting redistribution
of heat is already being felt
far afield, including over In-
dia, nearly 6,300 km to the
north-west, though a modest

SUNNY DAYS AHEAD. Should current projections hold, there
is a prospect of 2026 and 2027 being ranked among the hottest
years ever recorded

span in terms of atmospheric
circulation. Imprint of this
coupling is expected to be-
come more pronounced in
SST anomalies next month,
said a Japan-based scientist,
Swadhin Behera, Director
at the Application Research
Laboratory, Japan Agency for
Marine-Earth Science and
Technology and visiting pro-
fessor at the University of

Tokyo, noted thar the
evolving signal bears close
watch.

“Our SINTEX-F forecasts
point to a strong El Nino
event, in the order of two to
three standard deviations in
the Nino3 index, though not
of the ‘Godzilla’ magnitude
suggested by some other
models,” Behera said.

He cautioned, however,

that the assessment may yet
evolve as the season advan-
ces. While there is no formal
definition, an El Nino is typ-
ically accorded a ‘super’ label
when peak SSTs cross +2°C
above seasonal average.

For October, nearly half of
the European Centre for Me-
dium-Range Weather Fore-
casts ensemble projects S5T
anomalies in the Nino 3.4 re-
gion exceeding 2.5°C above
the seasonal average.

BIG IMPLICATIONS
Should current projections
hold, there is a prospect of
2026 and 2027 being ranked
among the hottest years ever
recorded.

On the India Meteorolo-
gical Department's projec-
tion of a deficient monsoon,
Behera said the SINTEX-F
maodel, too, points to below-
normal rainfall.
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WHAT INDIA-NEW ZEALAND FTAHOLDS

THE INDIA-NEW India-New Zealand Merchandise Trade indiwssevices  Key products under
ZEALAND Free Trade (% million) M Expart  Impart oxports toNew ot Doy e Quotas
Agreement (FTA) to be z‘;‘;;,;" Q
signed today involves i Apples, kiwifruit and manuka
deep tariff cuts, easing $634 mn honeyareunder TRQs. New
of standards and In2024. Zealand will also help India in
dispute settlement improving productivity and
and a commitment SRR quality of these crops, with
’ imports from e

fram the tsrland : L NewZesand  Cooperation inthe
country to invest $20 ! . ﬁ rew establishment of Centres of
billion in India over 15 - : - 7% Excellence, improved planting
years. The pact could ] g & i 3 to matenal & training growers,
only be concluded on 2 g B R $611mn
the second attempt. s a g g | e in2024. Products excluded
The first comprised 10 ; i
roies ulnen;ﬁnliations Key items of trade Dairy items like milk, cream,
betwaen 2010 and = whey, yoghurt and cheese are
2015, but w kncia’s S xports fonpetta kept out. Animal products

y DUL Was Phamaceuticals ard medications, mechanical Waal, nen and ther than sh meat
abandoned over the machinery, made up testilo articles and pearls. procious | stodl, frutand oo e

issue of opening up
India's dairy sector.

stones angd matals

nuts, Alumingm

vegetable products, sugar,
artificial honey, animal,
vegetable or microbial fats and

India's gains oils, gems & jewellery, copper
Eitsarticles, aluminum andits
New Zealandto products are also excluded.

eliminate duties on
imports from india as

Services liberalisation

soonastheFTA forIndia

becomes operational.

At present, it maintains New Zealand has offered to
duties of around open up 118 services sectors

10% on 450items of
Indian exports like
textile and apparel
products, leather,
ceramics, carpets,
automotive
compaonents and
vehicle assembly.
Agriculture and
plantation products
like tea, coffee and
spices also to benefit.

Mobility

India's offer to New Zealand

India has offered market access in 70% of the tariff
lines while excluding 30%. Immediate elimination
on 30%, phased reduction in 35.4%, tariffreduction
in 4.4% and Tariff Rate Quotas or limits on the
guantity that can be imported at lower duties has
beenoffered for a smal number of tariff lines.

Process left

and sub-sectorsand give
Most Favoured nation
treatmentin 139 services
sectors and sub-sectors.

Services liberalisation
for New Zealand

India to open up 104 services
sectors and sub-sectorsand
provide MFN treatment in 45
services sectors & sub-sectors.

Ne numerical cap on number of students from
India. Post-studywork visas for students of
science, technology and mathematics. Quota
of 5,000 visas at any time forindians inskilled
occupations for stay up to 3yearsinthe sectors
like IT, engineering, healthcare, education, and
construction, AYUSH practitioners, yoga
instructors, Indian chefs, and music teachers.

The FTA will have to be ratified by both countries before it
canbeimplemented. In India it is an executive process
while in Mew Zealand it will require the approval of
Parliament. Coalition partner of New Zealand Prime
Minister Christopher Luxon's Mew Zealand National Party -
New Zealand First - has opposed the deal. Luxon has,
however, managed to get the support ofthe Labour Party
for the deal Ratification process can go on for up to a year.
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India-Kenya bilateral trade jumps
by 25% to $4.31 bn in FY26

NEw DELHI

INDIA has emerged as a key
trading partner for Kenya as
bilateral trade grew to $4.31
billion in FY26, while both
the countries aim to further
strengthen trade and eco-
nomic cooperation, the gov-
ernment said on Wednesday.

Total trade between India
and Kenya stood at $4.31
billion in 2025-26, reflect-
ing an increase of 24.91 per
cent from $3.45 billion in
2024-25.

The 10th session of the
India-Kenya Joint Trade
Committee (JTC) in Nai-
robi reviewed the trade ties,
which was was co-chaired by
Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal and Principal Sec-
retary, State Department for
Trade, Republic of Kenya,
Regina Akotah Ombam.

Discussions focused on
enhancing trade diversifi-

cation, addressing market
access issues and leverag-
ing complementarities in
sectors such as engineering

goods, pharmaceuticals,
agriculture and electronics,
according to a Commerce
Ministry statement.

The Committee reviewed
progress on ongoing trade
facilitation initiatives, in-
cluding the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
between the Bureau of In-
dian Standards (BIS) and the
Kenya Bureau of Standards
(KEBS) to promote coopera-
tion in standardisation and
conformity assessment.

92% monsoon forecast, 35% defrczt rssk doud FY27 farm outlook

Buffer stocks remain above norms, offering policy flexibility [
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Nano-urea ‘coercion’: 15,000
fertiliser shops shut in Punjab

Times News NETWORK

Patiala: Nearly 15,000 seed
and fertiliser dealers across
Punjab suspended opera-
tions on Monday in a nation-
wide protest against being co-
erced into “mandatory bund-
ling"” practices and held liab-
le unfairly for the failure of
govi-supplied seeds.

The Agri Inputs Dealers
Association alleged that fer-
tiliser companies are condi-
tioning the supply of essenti-
al diammonium phosphate
(DAP) on the mandatory pur-
chase of nano urea and nano
DAP Association president
Birinder Singh Kapoor in

Nabha said: “We are compel-
led to sell these additional
products, yvet the dealers face
the brunt of the backlash
from farmerunions.

A primary grievance in-
volves the “disproportiona-
te” accountability fram-
ework in the current Seed
Bill. Dealers argue that when
seeds fail, punitive actions
like licence cancellations tar-
get the traders, while govt in-
stitutions and producers of-
ten escape liability for supp-
lying the same batches. Even
when courts grant relief, dea-
lers report prolonged admi-
nistrative harassment.

On the economic front,

the trade remains at a stands-
till over stagnant profit mar-
gins. Under the current sub-
sidy regime, dealers operate
on a 1.5% to 2% margin,
which the association wants
increasedtoatleast8%, argu-
ingthatthecurrentrateisun-
sustainable due to rising ope-
rational costs. Kapoor alle-
ged that the govt had refused
to adjust these margins to av-
oid increasing the subsidy
burden on the treasury and
private corporations.
Monday's strike spanned
18 states, with Maharashtra
dealers embarking on an in-
definite shutdown. Punjab’s
protest was for one day.

Export outlook for April positive
despite West Asia crisis: Goyal

LOOKING UPBEAT. Free trade pacts to drive growth, says Commerce Minister

—
Our Bureau
Miw Delhi

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goval has said India's goods
exports in the first three
weeks of April have in-
creased despite the West
Asia crisis noting that the re-
cent free trade agrecments
(FTAs) signed by India and
an additional dozen being
negotiated would give a big
boost o  the domestic

partment on May 15. Simul-
taneous disruptions in the
Strait of Hormuz and the
Red Sea, driven by the ongo-
ing conflict, have bottle-
necked Indian exports and
hampered global shipping
logistics

Goyal said Indian consign-
ments are going through dif-
ferent routes because the
Strait of Hormuz still re-
mained achallenge.

FOCUS AREAS

industry.

The Minister also chaired
a high-level review meeting
on Wednesday to deliberate
on the plan of action for
achieving India's §2 trillion
export target by 2030-31 and
to review the implementa-
tion of the Export Promo-
tion Mission (EPM), per an
official statement,

“Despite the war in West
Asia, there is tremendous en-
thusiasm among Indian ex-
porters. If we look at the
April figures, our exports
have increased significantly
in the first three weeks of
April compared to last April,
As new trade agreemen[s are
coming into effect, the pos-
sibilities arealso increasing...
Now, with great confidence,

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal

India will take its next steps
in world trade,” Goyal told
reporters at an event on
Wednesday.

SLEW OF FTAs
New Delhi is currently en-
gaged in negotiating FTAs
with about a dozen partners,
including  Peru,  Chile,
Canada, Qatar, Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Brazil and Russia, even as it
has recently concluded or
advanced major pacts with
the UK, the EU, the UAE,
Australia, Oman and New
Zealand, Goyal said.

This signals New Delhi's
push to rapidly expand its
FTA network to hedge

against rising protectionism
and geopolitical disruptions
by securing preferential ac-
cess to as many markets as
possible.

The ongoing conflict in
West Asia, fuelled by persist-
ent tensions between the
US-Israel, and Iran, dealt a
severe blow to Indian ex-
ports with outbound ship-
ments falling 744 per cent
vear-on-year this March to
$38.92billion,

Goods exports in FY 2025-
26 posted a marginal 0.93 per
cent increase to $441.78
billion.

Trade data for April 2026
is being compiled and will be
shared by the Commerce De-

In the export review meet-
ing, the Minister emphasised
that agricultural exports and
micro and small enterprises
should remain a key focus
across all components of the
EPM.

“He further directed that
market  access  support
should be extended beyond
export promotion councils
(EPCs) to include other
field-level organisations en-
gaged in promoting exports.
In addition, he emphasised
the need 1o develop a rolling
three-year calendar of trade
fairs, buyer-seller meets, re-
verse buyer-seller meets and
trade delegations to provide
greater predictability to ex-
portersand EPCs," the state-
ment added.
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Navigating India-EU deal

Indian exporters must improve on compliance

—
S Chandramohan

he proposed India-EU free

I trade agreement (FTA) isa

significant partnershipina
fragmented multi polar world.

The country’s India's exports
to EU have logged an annual
compounded growth rate of 9.24
percentin the past 10 years to
reach $ 78.7 billion in 2024, For
Indian businesses, the FTA has
the potential to reshape export
markets, supply chains, and
competitive dynamics, But
challenges remain.

At its core, the FTA promises
improved market access. A
substantial proportion of Indian
exports to Europe could benefit
from reduced or eliminated
tariffs, which currently range
across sectors such as textiles,
leather goods, marine products,
and gems and jewellery.

This would immediately
enhance price competitiveness
for Indian exporters, especially
when compared to countries like
Vietnam or Bangladesh that
already enjoy preferential access,

European markets tend to offer
higher margins, longer-term
contracts, and greater stability.
However, tapping this
opportunity will require Indian
firms to invest in regulatory
compliance, data protection
frameworks, and local presence
within Europe.

ACCESS TO EUROPE
India is seeking association with
the world’s largest public research
programme (Horizon Europe),
enabling Indian startups to
co-develop next generation
technologiesin Al,
semiconductors, and green
hydrogen. The pactisalaunching
pad for joint products on
platforms such as maritime
security systems, The agreement
includes a Digital Trade Chapter
and establishes common
standards for data protection and
secure online commerce.

Another important dimension
is supply chain realignment.
Global companies are
increasingly diversifying away
from over-dependence ona single
geography. In this context, India
can position itself as a reliable
manufacturing and sourcing
alternative. The FTA could
accelerate this shift by making it
easier for European companies to
integrate Indian suppliersinto
their value chains. Indian firms
that can demonstrate reliability,
scalability, and compliance will be
well placed to benefit.

The trade deal includes a
$500-million-dollar support to

FTA. Oppartunities, challenges

Ao

decarbonise supply chains with
MSMEs as key beneficiaries,
enabling their integration into
sustainable global trade
networks. The FTA will also open
the Indian market more widely to
European products. This could
intensify competition in sectors
such as automobiles, processed
foods, and premium consumer
goods. European firms often
compete on quality, technology,
and brand strength,

In case of textiles, the FTA will
provide a level playing field for
India’s apparel exports. It will
benefit exporters who have
invested in sustainable and
responsible practices such as
end-to-end traceability,
eco-friendly chemical use, zero
liquid discharge systems,
renewable energy, and credible
labour policies. Agriculture
remains a sensitive area.
Differences in standards,
subsidies, and market structures
make this a complex domain. Key
processed food items such as
frozen sea food and pulse flour,
coffee extracts, fresh grapes,
castor oil, turmeric offer good
potential while rice, wheat, black
tea offer limited gains as the
demand is modest and the tariff is
already nothing. In these areas,
growth will depend upon
non-tariff factors such as
standards compliance, quality
upgrading, branding, and market
linkages.

Inthe case of pharma, the
reduction of tariff will reduce the
cost of imported active
pharmaceutical ingredients which
in turn will lead to reduction in
cost of manufacturing bulk drug
formulations and biosimilars in
India. However, non-tariff
barriers and environmental
regulations pose challenges,
requiring investments in quality
systems. Steel, aluminium, and
chemicals sectors will also need to
decarbonise processes.

The writer is Director & Group President
(Finance B Investment]), TAFE Lid. Views
expressed are personal

DATANOMICS

India-NZ FTA
toboost trade
and mobility

YASH KUMAR SINGHAL

A free-trade agreement (FTA) signed by New Delhi and Wellington
on Monday is expected to boost India’s exports, particularly
labour-intensive sectors that suffered due to tariffs imposed by
the United States last year.

Trade remains small

Engineering goods and agricultural products dominated India’s exports to
New Zealand in FY26 (Apr-Feb). However, exports to New Zealand
accounted for a minuscule 013 per cent of India's total outbound shipments.
Similarly, India's imports from the island country accounted for just 0.07 per
cent of its total imports in FY26 (Apr-Feb).

Product-wise exports from m Share of exports to New Zealand
India to New Zealand in total goods exports (in %)
— Agriculture & allied products ——94.1 . [k
Leather Grelated products* | 55 « [N o3
Ready-made garments E;‘; B O _ 025
£ Textles S 603 | 034
E Engineering goods 5 ‘E M55 _ on
Pharmaceuticals £ 585
Gems & jewellery 3 n9 I .05
— Total exparts ' K _ 0B

*includes footwear;
Note: Data is for FY26 (Apr-Feb)
Saource: CMIE, Department of Commerce

NZ pledges big FDI flows from New Zealand to India (5 mn)
investments 15

Under the FTA, New Zealand | ™ 2
has committed to facilitating
520 billion in investments into L]
India over the next 15 years -
a significant jump compared [ [ &
to cumulative foreign direct |
investment of just $83.4 [ | 3
million between FY07 and | '
FY25 [
Note: *Apr-Dee Source: CMIE  FYO7 FY26"
7 Student and work visas issued to

New visa Indians by New Zealand
pathway opens

; . Year  StudentVisas WorkVisas
New Zealand will create a dedicated
pathway with India for student 2016 8,223 3461
mability and post-study work visas 2017 7,683 37,581
for the first time under the 2018 7878 £,037
agreemnent. This comes after a
dedline in the number of student and s Sl S
work visas issued by New Zealand to 2020 2670 26,652
Indians in 2025, as compared to the 201 TE] 32625
figures in 2023 and 2024. 2022 3m 23184
Note: Figures for student visas denote first- 208 9,954 42018
time or new ﬂud;:nt;“?aﬂ':r'lg ﬂ‘tg;riasa:‘nnss 2024 931 32,055
ek bl Sl BB 6432 29,598
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Fertiliser firms asked to source
collectively from global mkts

SAN|EEEB MUKHERJEE
New Dethi, 28 April

Amid the ongping West Asia
crisis, the government has
urged fertiliser companies to
collectively procure finished
fertilisers and key raw
materials from global markets,
instead of purchasing individ-
ually, a strategy that has
already been in practice for
urea forsome time.

Sources said the idea
behind this move is that prices
of finished fertilisers, such as
urea, ammonium phosphate
(DAP), muriate of potash
(MoP), and NPKS, or their key
raw materials like rock phos-
phate, phosphoric  acid,
ammeonia, and sulphur, have
risen by 50-60 per cent due to
supply constraints. Collective
buying is expected to help
negotiate better rates and deals.

Traders said the step in this
direction was taken last
week, when Indian
Potash Limited (IPL)
issued a tender to import
1.6 million tonnes (mt) of

Centre considering reduction
in cotton import duty

The government is looking at the eliminationor reduction
of the Customs duty levied on cotton imports, an official
said on Tuesday, stressing that concerned ministries
would make a decision in this regard.

Thetextile industry has been urging the government
o remove 11 per cent Customs duty on imports of mw
cotton amid rising prices to mitigate the cost pressure on
domestic companies and protect the sector.

Addressing an inter-ministerial briefing on the devel-
opments in West Asia, Bipin Menon, trade advisor to Min-
istry of Textiles, said: “We are working with the revenue
department tosee whether a reduction can happen.”

Hesaid all three related ministries, including agricul-
ture, textile, and finance are lookingat Customs duty
reduction orelimination on cotton, The ministry is also
seeking the removal of the 2.5 per cent Customs duty on
rayon-grade wood pulp, an input for the viscose chain. #ni

ensure adequate availability.
India recently placed an
ordertoimport2.smtofureaat
nearly $950 per tonne
— almost double the
price paid two months
, earlier — as the Iran
% conflict disrupts global

DAP and triple super \wpsT Asla Suppliesand pushesup

phosphate  (TSP)
behalfofthe industry.
On Monday, Additional
Secretary inthe Department of
Fertilisers, Aparna S Sharma,
said India plans toimport over
8 muoffertilisers, including 6.4
mt of urea and 1.9 mt of other
fertilisers, ahead of the kharif
season atcumrent high pricesto

on  CONFLICT prices. In February, a

tender for 1.3 mtofurea
had been issued at rates close
0 $530-550 pertonne.
Duetorising prices of ferti-
lisers, the government on
Monday said it expected its
FY27 fertiliser subsidy bill to
rise by around 20 per cent to
over ¥2 ftrillion. This is

atributed tothespike in global
fertiliser rates because of the
West Asia crisis.

The Centre had initially
budgeted ¥Ti71 trillion for
fertiliser subsidies in FY27in
the Union Budget presented
in February, before the escala-
tion of the West Asia crisis.
This was about 8.4 per cent
lower than the revised esti-
mate of T1.86 trillion for Fy26,
which itselfwas 11.06 per cent
higher than the Fy26 Budget
estimate. In FY26, actual ferti-
liser subsidy expenditure had
already crossed 22,17 trillion
due to higher purchase ofurea
and DAP.

No proposal to hike
fuel prices after
state elections: Govt

SHUBHANGI MATHUR
Mew Delhi, 28 April

The government currently has no proposal to
increase retail prices of petrol and diesel, a
senior official of the Ministry of Petrolewm
and Natural Gas (MoPNG) said on Tuesday,
dismissing speculation of a hike after polling
inWest Bengal endson April 29,

India has sufficient stock available for
petrol and diesel for domestic requirements,
said Sujata Sharma, joint secretary at MOPNG,
at aninter-ministerial briefingonthe evolving
situation in West Asia,

Regarding availability of fuel for commer-
cial users, the government clarified thar
India’s textiles and handicraft industry falls
under priority sector T and IV, which implies
that the sector would be allocated 80 per cent
ofitstotal natural gasconsumption in the past
six months.

Amid supply shortage triggered by the
Wiest Asia crisis, the governmient had reduced
natural gas allocation for commercial users to
ensure availability for domestic consumers.

Incaseofsupply disruptions, state-run Gail
is intermittently sourcing supplies from the
spot market forthe industry. said Bipin Menon,
trade advisor to the Ministry of Textiles.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
warned that fuel prices would be increased
afterthe Assemblyelectionsconcludeon April
20, He also attacked the government for alleg-
edly profiteering from low global crude oil
prices and said it will now put burden on the
public as the prices are rising.

PADDY CROPTO BE UNAFFECTED; JURY STILL OUT ON PULSES, COTTON

Moderate impact on crops from weak monsoon

@ Farmers in
rainfed areas
may be hit

SANDIP DAS
Mew Delhi, April 28

IF THE INDIA Meteorological
Department's (IMD) forecast
of “below normal” southwest
monsoon rainfall for June-
September this year proves
true, it may still not signifi-
cantly reduce the country's
foodgrain production,
Thisisdue totheriseinirr-
gated area but expertswarned
that farm income in the rain-
fed regions could still be hit,
“lrrigation coverage has
now reached 56% of net sown
area,up from 49%in 2014-15
when the country had faced
severe back-to-back drought
years, Thishas made cultivation
relatively more resilient to such
volatility in monsoonactivity),”
Pushan Sharma, director, Crisil
Intelligence, said.

According to AjayVir Jakhar,

MARGINAL HIT

Link between monsoon & foadgrain output

Foodgrains production
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chairman, Bharat Krishak
Samaj, around 15% of the
country’s kharif crops output
depends ontherainfed regions.

Sharma said while parts of
northeast, northwest, and
south peninsular India are
expected to see normal to
above-normal mins — which
should aid the paddy crop —
anyshortfall in rainfall during
vegetative and  flowering
stages could raise downside
risks for pulses, oilseeds, and
cotton, Howewver, the critical

factorwill be minfall distribu-

tion from July to September.
According to the Meteoro-
logical Department, the mon-
soon core zone, where major
rain-fedagriculture is practised
is located in central India and
spans the region, including
parts of Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Odisha, and Bihar. Rainfall
spread during the monsoon
across these regionswill becru-
cial for foodgrain production.
IMD,in its fiest long-range
forecast, stated that monsoon
rainfall thisyear islikelyto be

92% of the benchmark long
period average(L PA),with ahigh
66% chance that the rains will
fallin the "deficient to below
normal” range. In 2023, when
overall monsoon rinfall was in
the “below normal” range at
94% of the LPA, foodgrain pro-
duction grewmanginally to 332
milliontonne (MT)inthe 2023-
24 cropyearfrom 329 MTinthe
previous crop year. Two back-to-
back"deficient” monsoon rins
of 88% and 86% of the LPA in
2014 and 2015, respectively,
saw foodgrain production stag-

nate ataround 252 MT.
Currently, 166 major reser-
voirs according to the Central
WaterCommission, havewater
filled up to 4 1%0of their capac-
ities. The water level is 14.7%
higher than last year and over
26% more than the last 10
years'average, which may help
boost irrigation. Overall kharif
foodgrain — rice, pulses and
coarse cereals — production
constitutes about 55% of the
total annual production.
“Although irrigation facili-
ties in the country have
improved,thereare large areas
of some states that depend
heavily on rains. Their produc-
tion and farmers' income
would be at stake, if rainfall is
lowat 92%of LPA. The country
hasto prepare how tocompen-
sate farmersthrough the Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana,
iftheneedarises,"Ashok Gulati,
agricultural economist, said.
Gulati said that for vulnera-
ble consumers, rice and wheat
are not a problem, as they get
them even for free through a
public distribution system.
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Bayer Foundation anchors evergreen fund
to boost healthcare, climate and agriculture

—
Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Bayer = Foundation  has
anchored the establishment
of the AWE Evergreen Philan-
thropic Fund (EPF) to sup-
port the scaling of techno-
logy-driven solutions across
healtheare, climate resilience,
and sustainable agriculture,
which impact underserved
and climate-vulnerable com-
munities primarily in India.
The funding will be de-
ployed through an evergreen
pooling vehicle created by
AWE Foundation, a US-based
non-profit organisation, to
provide long-term catalytic
capital to support social im-
pact-related investments, ac-
cording to a statement.
Designed to address the
persistent “missing middle”
financing gap, the Evergreen
Philanthropic Fund will back
enterprises that are building

Chitkala Kalidas, Executive
Director, Bayer Foundation

gender-equitable,  scalable
solutions to improve liveli-
hood and health outcomes for
women, smallholder farmers
and healthcare workers, espe-
cially in smaller towns and vil-
lages across India.

SHARED MISSION

This collaboration reflects a
strong alignment between
the Bayer Foundation’s mis-
sion of accelerating trans-

formative social innovations
in health and agriculture to
build effective and resilient
local ecosystems that benefit
health access and food secur-
ity, and AWE Foundation’s fo-
Cus on women's economic
empowerment, climate ac-
tion, and community resili-
ence. Through this partner-
ship, AWE Foundation aims
to  strengthen women’s
agency as entrepreneurs,
workers, suppliers, and con-
sumers, while enabling im-
proved access to healthcare,
climate adaptation solutions,
and sustainable income op-
portunities in rural and small
towns in India, the statement
said.

Through the EPF, AWE
Foundation will focus on
measurable impaet out-
comes, including improving
access to healthcare in under-
served regions, strengthening
the capacity of community
health workers through di-

Address:
Address: C-93, Himalaya House, 9th Floor, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110001

gital tools, increasing income
and productivity for small-
holder farmers, reducing food
and agricultural waste, and
supporting climate-smart ag-
ricultural practices. Impact
will be tracked using clearly
defined key performance
indicators.

With Bayer Foundation’s
funding support, the EPF has
set the goal of improving the
Health Outcomes of 1 million
lives, promoting gender
equity by helping 1.5 million
women gain agency, and im-
proving the Livelihoods of 0.5
million rural, small-town
populations, including farm-
ers. The EPF will achieve
these impact targets by in-
vesting in gender-equitable,
impact-focused  businesses
through its partners. All in-
vestments made through the
EPF will be subject to inde-
pendent governance over-
sight and conflict-of-interest
protocols.

Contact Us: 011-43065365 | Email Us: secretariat@acfiindia.com
Visit Us: www.acfiindia.com

DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using information of a general nature and is not intended to
address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. The report has been
prepared from various public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is selective and subject to
up-gradation, revision and amendment. While the information provided herein is
believed to be accurate and reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of completeness
of such information and data available in the public domain.
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