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Awareness program to promote
sustainable, safe and scientific

farming practices held

Top News Report

JAMMU / PATIALA, Jul
29: Agrochem industry
NGO, Agro Chem Fed-
eration of India orga-
nized an awareness and
interaction programme
for agri experts, deal-
ers & distributors in
Patiala on Wednes-
day to strengthen col-
laboration between the
agrochemical industry
and its dealer network
to promote sustainable,
safe and scientific farm-
ing practices.

During the occasion,
the agri experts dis-
cussed issues pertain-
ing to responsible prod-
uct use, need for farmer
awareness, industry &
distributors joint stew-
ardship initiatives,
and safe agricultural
practices amid evolv-

. RSHIP
AGRICULTURE

ing regulatory expecta-
tions. They also vowed
to play a stronger role in
promoting the safe, sci-
entific, and responsible
use of agrochemicals
while supporting Indian
agriculture and farmers'
welfare.

Speaking during the
occasion, Dr Dara
Singh, Chief Agriculture
Officer, Department of
Agriculture, Patiala said
that the government
welcomes the efforts
of the industry towards
encouraging greater
awareness on the safe
and judicious use of
crop protection products
in line with sustainable
agriculture practices.

He also emphasised
that the capacity build-
ing of dealers and dis-
tributors is essential
because they are often
the first source of tech-

nical guidance for farm-
ers.

By promoting respon-
sible advisory, prevent-
ing counterfeit products
and encouraging com-
pliance with regulatory
guidelines, such initia-
tives contribute to better
farm outcomes while
protecting human health
and the environment, he
said.

Dr Kalyan Goswami,
Director General, ACFI,
said that the event
focused on building
farmer trust through
responsible advisory
practices, addressing
misinformation around
pesticide usage,
strengthening coordina-
tion between industry
and distribution net-
works, and improving
farmer education at the
grassroots level.

Stronger collaboration
has become increasing-
ly important to support
long-term agricultural
sustainability, improve
awareness on safe
usage practices and
strengthen compliance
with evolving steward-
ship and regulatory
frameworks, Goswami
asserted.
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Saini, Shivraj Chouhan launch farm
mission to strengthen rural economy

Khet Bachao Abhiyan concludes at College of Agriculture in Rewar;i

Trmune NEWs SERVICE

REWARI, JUNE 30
The state government on
Tuesday launched the
Haryana FPO Mission-2026
to strengthen Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisations (FPOs),
improve market access and
boost rural incomes through
collective agricultural entre-
preneurship.

The mission was launched
by Union Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and
CM Nayab Singh Saini dur-
ing the concluding ceremo-
ny of the monthdong Khet
Bachao Abhiyan at the Col-
lege of Agriculture, Bawal, in
the district.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Saini said nearly 775
FPOs working in the agri-
culture, horticulture and
dairy sectors were current-
Iy active in Haryana. The
mission will strengthen the
organisations, and improve
supply chains and process-
ing facilities,

Saini sald the initiative
would particularly benefit
small and marginal farmers
by encouraging collective
farming and improving
their bargaining power in
the market. The mission

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Chief Minister Nayab Singh Sainion a
tractor during the agricultural event, in Rewari on Tuesday. ani

was expected to generate
employment opportunities
in rural areas.

Chouhan said the coun-
try could not become a
developed nation without
prosperous farmers and a
vibrant agriculture sector.
Stressing sustainable
farming, he urged cultiva-
tors to adopt balanced and
seientific use of fertilizers,
warning that excessive

application of chemicals
such as urea and DAP was
harming so0il health and
the environment.
Chouhan said the state
had emerged as a national
model through farmer-cen-
tric initiatives such as MSP
procurement on 24 crops,
Bhavantar Bharpai Yojana,
Meri Fasal-Mera Byora and
Mera Pani-Meri Viraszat. He
said Haryana continued to

play a vital rolein the coun-
try's food security despite
accounting for only 1.3 per
cent of India's geographi-
cal area.

The two leaders also
inaugurated an exhibition
showeasing modern farm-
ing technologies and hon-
oured six progressive
farmers from Rewari,
Mahendragarh and Jhajjar
districts.
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India mounts legal challenge
to proposed US tariffs

Commerce Ministry, Cll, FICCI and exporters to defend labour standards before USTR panel

WASHINGTON

INDIA will mount a coor-
dinated challenge next week
1o a proposed US tariff on its
exports, with government of-
ficials and leading industry
bodies arguing that Washing-
ton's findings on forced labour
are legally flawed, unsupported
by evi-dence and could dis-
rupt supply chains linking the
world's largest and fifth-langest
EConomies.

The challenge will be pre-
sented before the Office of the
US Trade Representa-tive's
(USTR) Section 301 Commit-
tee on July 8.

Poornima  Shenoy of the
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and In-dustry
(FICCT) and Shuchita Sonalika
of the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CIT) are scheduled to
testify during Panel 8,

They will be followed in
Panel 9 by Dr Brij Mohan of the
Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry and Shubham Arora of
the Agricultural and Processed
Food Prod-ucts Export Devel-
opment Authority (APEDA)
Vinnie Mehta, Director Gen-
eral of the Automotive Com-
ponent Manufacturers Asso-
ctation (ACMA), will testify on
July 9.

The hearings follow U
proposal to impose an -uldl
tional 125 per cent duty on
imports from India under a
Section 301 investigation into
whether countries prohibit and
effectively enforce restrictions
on imports of goods produced
with forced labour. The propos-
al is open for public comments
before a final decision is taken,
India’s Ministry of Commerce
and Industry has rejected the
USTR's conclusions.

In its submission, the minis-
try savs [ndia has a "robust do-
mestic legal regime re-flecting
a structured and progressive
approach  combining  statu-
tory prohibitions, institutional
mechanisms, and ongoing pol-
icy measures aimed at reducing
vul-nerability to forced labour.”

It also argues there is
adequate and insufficient evi-
dence” that India’s import re-
gime burdens or restricts US
commerce, a requirement for
action under Section 301,

The Confederation of Indian

Industry has made a detailed
legal and economic case against
the proposed action.

CIl says Indias  policy
framework does not qualify
unreasonable” or “discrim-in-
atory” under Section 301 of the
US Trade Act. It says India’s le-
gal safeguards are anchored in
Article 23 of the Constitution
and reinforced by the Bonded
La-bour System  (Abolition)
A ¢ Child Labour ( Prohibi-
tion and Hrgui.lhun! Amend-
ment Act and the four Labour

5

Codes adopted between 2019
and 2020.
The industry body also

points to mandatory Environ-
mental, Social and Govern-
ance reporting and Business
Responsibility and Sustainabil-
ity Ih'}w wiing re-quirements for
listed companies. It notes that
India has ratified key Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
conventions against forced la-
bour and child libour.
Cll disputes examples
cited in the USTR report

It says India imported no
rice from Myanmar and no to-
bacco from Malawi dur-ing the
2021-2025 review period. It ar-
gues these examples do not es-
tablish any direct link between

India’s imports and forced
labour. CII also potes that In-
dia 'meurlul 11551.537 hillion
waorth of American cotton be-
tween 2021 and 2025, almost
twice its imports from China.
It says this demonstrates there
is ‘no mat dence” that
India’s policies unfairly burden
US commerce, CII further ar-
gues that sectors such as forg-
ings, foundries and ;1gr||.'ullur.||
machinery are capital-inten-
sive, skill-dependent and glob-
ally integrated. It says the use
of forced labour is fundamen-
tally incompatible with these
industries. It also says Indian
exporters supplying American
manufacturers already operate
under buyer-directed compli-
ance systems and voluntary
certification programmes.

“The proposed 12.5 per
cent  additional duty would

(4

raise costs for US manufac-
turers dependent on  Indian
inputs without addressing the
stated policy objective,” CII
says. It urges USTR to pursue
“compliance-based  coopera-
tion through the established
India-US Trade Policy Forum
as a more effective and propor-
tionate alternative to punitive
tariffs.”
FICCI also opposed
the proposal

The industry body says In-
dian export supply chains serv-
ing the US market al-ready op-
erate within “well-established
compliance frameworks” built
around  traceability, supplier
due diligence, independent au-
ditsand responsible sou It
argues that broad-based tariffs
would increase costs for Amer-
ican businesses and consumers
while disrupting resilient sup-

ply chains that have expanded
sig-nificantly in recent years,

APEDA plans to defend In-
dia’s .!.grln.illtur.!l exports before
the committee

Its submission says Indias
rice sector “does nol engage
forced labour nor does it im-
port inputs made with or using
forced labour.” It argues that
Indian rice ex-ports comply
with recognised standards and
should not be subject to the
}V]TJ-'KJM." additional duties.
ACMA has focused on the
impact on mfg

It says India's automotive
ponent industry is organ-

technology-driven  and
governed by established labour
compliance frameworks. The
association has asked USTR
o exempl automotive compo-
nents. It argues that additional
duties would disrupt integrated
supply chains, increase
for US manufacturers and cre-
ate sourcing uncertainty for the
American automotive industry.

The Section 301 investiga-
tions cover 60 economies and
focus on whether coun
have imposed and effecti
enforced legal prohibitions on
imports pro-duced wholly or
p«.lrll}' with forced labour.

costs

New DELHI

THE  India-US  bilateral
trade agreement (BTA) talks
have entered the final stage,
with most key issues having
been sorted out and both
sides working towards a
deal that gives New Delhi an
.Hl -va n[.lgl’,‘ over its com Pc‘ll-
tors, Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Thursday.

Goyal said he does not
foresee any major hurdles
in concluding the US trade
agreement despite recent le-
gal and policy developments
in Washington.

"We don't see any .I:ttl
Lulum with the U
adding that
sions and other ele- I1'I.ll11\

Trade talks with US in final stage, India
0 gef compeitive

have largely been finalised.”
He said India has consist-
ently sought preferential
market access over compel-
ing nations, a position that
has been understood by the
US administration.
Following the US Su-
preme Court’s decision to
strike down tariffs imposed
under the International

Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (IEEPA), Goyal
said Washington is now
working on an alter-native
mechanism that would pre-
serve India's competitive
advantage. He added that
US Trade Represemative
(USTR) Jamieson Greer has
acknowledged India's posi-
tion during the negotiations.

Piyush Goyal

Despite higher tariffs, In-
dia’s exports to the US have
remained resilient. Goyal
said bilateral trade has con-
tinued to grow and project-
ed that India's merchandise
exports in the April-June
quarter will rise about 15
[per cent year-on-year.

Goval further stated that
the India-UK Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) will take
effect on July 15, opening
up new opportunities for
Indian exporters.

Besides, the legal s
of the India wpean Un-
ion Free Trade Agreement is
expected to con-clude with-
in 10 to 12 days, after which
it will move through the ap-
proval process, he added.

India-Peru FTA talks to resume after new govt takes office in Lima

—
T E Raja Simhan
Chennai

The negotiations for the pro-
posed India-Peru Free Trade
Agreement  (FTA), which
were expected to conclude
by July this vear, are likely to
resume in the second half of
2026 :after Peru’s newly-elec-
ted government takes office,
said Javier Manuel Paulinich
Velarde, Peru's Ambassador
to India

The negotiations  have
been delayed following
Peru's recemt presidential
elections. The new govern-

ment is scheduled to take of-
fice atthe end of July and will
first need to appoint minis-
ters before resuming the
trade discussions, he told
businessline.

“There is interest from
both countries to continue
the negotiations,” the Am-
‘bassador said, expressing op-
timism that the talks would
restart once the new admin-
istration is in place.

So far, nine rounds of ne-
gotiations have been com-
pleted.

LATEST ROUND
The latest round took place

&

O

Javier Manuel Paulinich
Velarde, Ambassador of Peru
10 Incia wr g

nearly a year ago, after which
the country’s election cam-
paign slowed progress.

The Ambassador said the
incoming government would
decide the timeline for the
next round of negotiations
but reiterated Peru's com-
mitment to moving the
agreement forward.

The proposed India-Peru
FTA is expected to deepen
bilateral trade and create
new Opportunities  across
sectors such as mining, phar-
maceuticals, agriculture, re-
newable energy and manu-
facturing, while providing
Indian companies greater ac-
cess to Peru's abundant re-
serves of critical minerals.

On opportunities beyond

the FTA, he highlighted
Peru's vast mining potential,
saying the country had
around $60 billion worth of
mineral exploration and ex-
ploitation projects, present-
ing significant mities
fg i“bﬁ] imfegtpomnclud—
ing from India.

MEGA PORT PROJECT
The Ambassador invited In-
dian companies to particip-
ate in Peru's infrastructure
development, particularly a
proposed $6 billion mega
port project, the country’s
second such facility after the
Chancaypoﬂ
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‘States executing low-cost protected
cultivation model for smallholders’

—
Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Kheyti, a Hyderabad-based
agri-tech social enterprise,
has said that the govern-
ments in Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh, and
Nabard have adapted its low-
cost protected cultivation
model.

A media statement said
that Kheyti had re-engin-
eered the conventional
greenhouse into a low-cost
protected cultivation struc-
ture that costs a fraction of a
standard greenhouse and is
sized for a small farmer's
plot, paired with an Al-
powered advisory delivered
through field agronomists
and a mobile decision-sup-
port tool.

After proving the model
directly with more than
7,000 farmers across eight

States, Kheyti has begun
working alongside State gov-
ernments and Central insti-
tutions to carry it to the mil-
lions of smallholder farmers
it aims to reach, it said.

SHADE-NET DESIGN

On March 7, the Mission for
Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH), under
the Union Ministry of Agri-
culture and Farmers’ Wel-
fare, wrote to the State Hor-
ticulture Mission Directors
across the country, asking
them to consider promoting
low-cost protected cultiva-
tion for small and marginal
farmers.

The statement said the ad-
visory cited a technical eval-
uation by the ICAR-Indian
Institute of Horticultural Re-
search (IIHR), Bengaluru,
which assessed Kheyti's low-
cost shade net design and
found it “very much cost ef-
fective”, and said that it “can

be recommended for the
farmers”.

CLIMATE RESILIENCE
Citing the institute, the
statement said: “Low-cost,
small-sized net-house mod-
els may be included in the
protected cultivation
schemes under MIDH.”

Quoting Saumya, Co-
founder and Head of Public
and Government Partner-
ships, Kheyti, the statement
said: “India’s State govern-
ments and Nabard have
shown over the past two
years that climate resilience
for smallholder farmers is
solvable — when the model
is built end-to-end for small-
holder economics, and when
public institutions choose to
put their delivery capacity
behind it. Kheyti's role is to
democratise the technology
and provide farmers with Al-
driven advisory to ensure
their success.”

Subsidy on food, fertilizer,
fuel jumps 47% in April-May

WIDENING GAP. Fiscal deficit surges 9.6% to ¥1.62 lakh crore in end-May

— formance of direct and indir-
Shishie Sinha Fiscal health Aprit-May/(¥ crore) ect taxes indicate
New Dethi @) 1000000 directionally opposite
2025-26 M 2026-27 () % change yww ) trends.
Subsidy on food, fertilizer (13) (2) -~ 800000
and fuel surged over 47 per ™ y DIRECT TAXES
cent in the first two months 600000 In the case of direct taxes,
(April-May) period of FY27, 23) (A there has been a growth of
data from the Controller e () _ 400000 10.5 per cent during April-
General of Accounts (CGA) : (1133 May period of FY27 over the
showed on Tuesday. With @) g 200000 corresponding  period  of
de-growth in toral receipts, = ; FY26 in which the major
the Centre’s fiscal deficit, the B 3§ g =g Y mE g ] contribution came from the
gap between expenditure E§ § § §‘§ g E£ Bs ] corporate income tax. On
and income, surged 9.6 per BB : gL 2% “E & the other hand, indirect
cent. i A g £ g s 3 & taxes showed a contraction
Fiscal deficit was ¥1.62 § £ g of (-)7.5 per cent. GST rev-
lakh crore in value terms at — enues contracted by (-)12.2

the end of May, CGA data
showed. At the end of May
2025, the Centre’s fiscal defi-
cit had reduced to 0.8 per
cent of the BE of 2025-26 or
€13,163 crore. The Centre
has set a fiscal deficit target
of 4.3 per cent of the GDP or
%16.96 lakh crore in the cur-
rent fiscal.

BUDGET ALLOCATION

Data also revealed 18 per
cent of budget allocation on
account of key subsidy had
been spent in two months;
urea subsidy alone ex-

hausted nearly 144" of the 12
months fund. Still, experts
feel that fiscal deficit likely to
overshoot the budget estim-
ates lower that earlier
projection.

As per the CGA data, net
tax receipts stood at ¥3.48
lakh crore, while non-tax re-
ceipts were ¥3.51 lakh crore.
The total expenditure of the
Central government stood at
¥8.81 lakh crore at the end of
May, including capital ex-
penditure of ¥2.51 lakh
crore.

According to DK Srivast-
ava, Chief Policy Advisor, EY
India, CGA data for April and
May reflect three basic devel-
opments: first, the effect of
the ongoing West Asian
crisis, second, the sustained
impact of the major GST re-
forms  undertaken  in
September 2025 and third,
substantive transfer of di-
vidends from the RBI to the
Gol.

As far as Gol's gross tax
revenues (GTR) are con-
cerned, the revenue per-

per cent during these two
meonths, “While growth in
Gol's GTR was 1.8 per cent,
its net tax revenues contrac-
ted because a higher growth
of 7.4 per cent was provided
in assignment to States dur-
ing the first two months of
2026-27," Srivastava said.

ICRA Chief Economist
Aditi Nayar said looking
ahead, the sharp dip in global
energy prices following the
cooling of tensions in West
Asia has improved the out-
look for the Gol’s fiscal posi-
tionin FY27.
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At 20%, kharif sowing picks up

Abhijeet.Patil@timesofindia.com

Kolhapur: As scattered sho-
wers finally begin to lash Maha-
rashtra, the long-awaited kharif
season has stirred into motion
— though not without anxiety
and uneven progress.

As of July 1, sowing data
shows a mixed trend. Planting
has accelerated sharply rea-
ching about 20% of the average
kharif cultivation area (exclu-
ding sugar cane), up nearly 10%
points in just three days. It, ho-
wever, remains far below last ye-
ar's 62% coverageat this point.

“Among the major crops, cot-
ton leads with 35% sowing
completed, followed by maize
(28%), tur (19%) and soybean
(14%). Of Maharashtra’s avera-
ge kharif area of 1.57 crore hee-
tares, sowing has so far been do-
neon 27.8 lakh hectares. This in-
cludes a sluggish start to sugar
cane plantation at 43,642 hecta-
res against a typical of 13.111akh
hectares,” an agriculture offici-
alsaid, citing the data.

Soybean and cotton together
dominate the fields, accounting
for an average 57% of all kharif
sowing. But this year, state govt
has urged farmers to opt for
short-duration crops that matu-
re in about 90 days, instead of
traditional varieties that take

Workers sow seeds in a Karad village

120 days ormore.

Thereason behind the state’s
appeal is simple. Fields need to
be cleared in time for the rabi se-
ason. “Farmers are gradually
moving towards short-duration
crops. Cropslike tur(pigeon pea)
take four to five months, so their
cultivation may drop. Maize and
soybean are becoming more at-
tractive,” Haridas Hawale, agri-
culture  development officer
from Solapur, said.

Across the state, the monso-
on's uneven rhythm is clearly vi-
sible. Of 36districts, 13have rece-
ived less than 100mm rainfall by
June-end — far below the requi-
red level for ensuring adequate
soil moisture within a short 3-5
day window:

“The worst-hit is the Nashik
division, where all five districts
(Nashik, Dhule, Nandurbar, Jal-
gaonand Ahilyanagar)are vetto
receive sufficient rainfall. Pune
division (Pune, Solapur, Satara)

and parts of Nagpur division
(Bhandara, Gondia, Gadchiroli)
follow closely, each with three
districts still parched. Even
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar di-
vision has two districts strugg-
ling with inadequaterain,” anot-
her official said.

For farmers in the ghat re-
gions, the India Meteorological
Department’s agrometeorology
unit has issued a cautious call,
saying complete rice nursery so-
wing where possible, but do not
rush into large-scale operations
without reliable rainfall.

On the ground uncertainty
hangs heavy Dharmaraj Patil, a
farmer near Dharashiv-Latur
border; has taken a calculated
risk. "I have begun soybean so-
wingafter a few good showers in
the last three to four days. But
just a few kilometres away, the-
re's norain at all. Sowing is alre-
ady delayed by 15 days. Still, [am
hoping the monsoon regains
strength later,” he said.

Meanwhile, sugar cane —
one of the most water-intensive
crops — remains the slowest to
take root. Just 3% of the average
planting area has been covered
so far With its long growing pe-
riod of 1618 months, farmersare
treading cautiously holding
back till they are certain water
availability willsustain thecrop.

UoH hosts Indonesian delegation

to boost agri

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

As Indonesia works towards
food self-sufMciency, a 12-
member team from its high-
or education and research
ecosystem  visited  the
University of Hyderabad
{(UoH) on Tuesday to study
agricultural research and
explore collaborations in
food security and sustain-
able farming.

The visit was organised
under the ‘Lesson Learn
Agricultural Alternatives'
programme, a joint initia-
tive of Indonesia’s Ministry
of Higher Education,
Sclence and Technology
and the Ministry of State
Secretariat. UoH sald the
rogramme s linked to
ndonesia’s national priori-
ty of strengthenlnﬁ food
security and reducing
di_:‘pendt-nce on imports.

he delegation included
Junaidi Khotib, secretary,
Directorate General of
Research and Development,
Ministry of higher educa-
tion, sclence and technolo-
gy, along with representa-
tives from universities and
government institutions.
Vice-Chancellor (in-

cultural cooperation

L=

Delegation from Indonesia’s research institutions interacts
with UoH officials.

charge) J. Anuradha said

collaborations between
institutions in India and
Indonesia  could  help
address shared challenges
in sustainability, agricul-
ture and food systems
through joint research and
knowledge exchange.
Faculty from the School of
Life Sciences and Depart-
ment of Plant Sciences
sented UoH's work In .
land agricultural manage-
ment, natural farming, per-
maculture, digital agricul-
ture technologies, climate-
resilienmt food systems and
sustainable crop produc-

tlon. Discussions also cov-
ered agricultural policies,
Al and mechanisation in
farming, and opportunities
for human resource devel-
opment and academic
exchanges. The delegation
later visited laboratories
and research facilities to
gain a closer understanding
of UoH's work. According to
the university, the interac-
tion laid the groundwork for
future collaborations in
research, training and
knowledge sharing, particu-
larly in food security, sus-
tainable agriculture and cli-
mate msﬂfence.
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Govtmay use
ammonia from
coal gasification
to produce urea

SAN|EEB MUKHER|EE
Mew Delhd, 2 juby

The govemment is exploring
the possibility of using
ammenia derived from coal
gasification as the key feed-
stock instead of conventional
imported Hauefied natural gas
for seven planned urea plants.

The govermment is looking
toboost domestic unea prodic-
tion through the commission-
ing of seven plants — both
greenfield and browmfield —as
part of its new investment
palicy. The old policy expired
in December 2025

Sources said the govern-
ment in recent meetings with
industry players raised the
issue of using domestic
armimonia produced from coal
gasification as feedstock for
nunning these new setups. The
framework for thiscould beon
the lines of the curment mech-
anism through which fertiliser
plants use imported LNG for
making urea

The move to opt for
ammenia preduced from coal
gasification has gathered
added urgency after the West
Asiacrisisexposed India’surea
sector sieep price hikes and
supply shocks, The sector suf-
fered similarshocks during the
Russia-Ukmaine war in 2022
Almost 95 per cent of India’s
domestic urea production
capacity depends on natural
gas, with a significant portion
sourced through imported
LNG. Sources said although
coal-based urea projects
require highercapital expendi-
ture than conventional gas-
based plants, they offer some
significant advantages. These
inchude lower operating costs;
complete feedstock security:
insulation from international
LMNG price wvolatility: lower
carbon capture costs due to
concentrated carbon dioxide
streams and substantial long-
term foreign exchange savings.

According  to  industry
assessments, coal-based urex
can reduce procuction costs by
$30-75 per tonne compared
with LNG-linked facilities
under prevailing market con-
ditions. "After capital recovery,
production costs could poten-

Key advantages
and targets

coal-based urea

® Lower eperating costs
than LNG-linked fadilities

= Complete feadstock
security from domestic coal

u Reduces production costs
by $50 to 575 per tonne

= Supporting 10-15 fertiliser
projects could save India
tens of thousands of crores
annually in import bills and
subsidy outgo, according
to industry assessments

= [ndustry seeks
dedicated coal-to-urea
investment policy

tially fall to $300-350 per
tonne, making Indian ccal
based urea globally competi-
tive,” an industry official said.

The fact that the goverm-
ment hasannounced coal gasi-
fication suppon programimes
worth over 37500 crore,
including the 8500 crone
exclusively for urea, can further
help insynergising the twa,

According to industry esti-
mates, supporting 10-15 coal-
based fertiliser projects today
could save India tens of thou-
sands of crores anmually in
import bills and subsidy outgo.
Sources said the industry is
seeking government support
inthe form ofa dedicated coal-
to-urea  investment policy;
parity support with gas-based
fertiliser projects; infrastrc-
turestatus for coal gasification
plants; taxand customs incen-
tives for capital-intensive pro-
jects; and long-term offiake
assurance mechanisms.

On the new investment
policyonures, thesourcessaid
the policy whichisintheworks
isaimed at raising India'surea
production by almost 9-10 mt
overthe next eight years.

Field trials highlight
potential of biofertilizers at
TNAU meet in Bhavanisagar

The Hindu Bureau
ERODE

A field day and State-level
stakeholders’ interaction
on the use of biofertilizers
was held at the Agricultu-
ral Research Station (ARS),
Bhavanisagar, on Tuesday
to showcase the results of
field trials conducted un-
der the Biostimulants Effi-
cacy Testing Structure
(BETS) project, funded by
the Gates Foundation.

The project, implement-
ed at the station since June
2023, aims to validate the
efficacy of bioinoculant
technologies across diffe-
rent crops and cropping
systems in the State. Field
evaluations are being car-
ried out in rice, maize,
sorghum, pearl millet,
black gram, cowpea and
soybean using different
combinations of
biofertilizers.

Around 100 partici-
pants, including farmers,
bio-input manufacturers
and distributors, scientists
of the Tamil Nadu Agricul-
tural University (TNAU),
and officials of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, at-
tended the programme.

Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Addressing the gather-
ing, M. Raveendran, Direc-
tor of Research, TNAU,
and D. Balachandar, Pro-
fessor of Agricultural Mi-
crobiology, highlighted the
role of beneficial microbes
in improving soil health
and reducing the use of in-
organic fertilizers without
affecting crop yield.

Representatives of bio-
input companies discussed
the commercial potential
of biofertilizers, while
scientists and agriculture
officials spoke on the chal-
lenges in adoption, quality
standards and strategies to
increase their use among

farmers and cultivators.

P. Balasubramaniyan,
Director (Open and Dis-
tance Learning), TNAU,
stressed the need to pro-
mote biofertilizers to pro-
tect soil health and ensure
sustainable agriculture.

Progressive farmers
from different parts of the
State shared their expe-
riences in using bioinocu-
lants in organic farming.

Exhibition

An exhibition of biofertiliz-
ers developed by TNAU
and the results of field de-
monstrations was organ-
ised as part of the event.
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Paddy farmers told to wait till
July-end amid water shortage

DAVANGERE, DHNS

armersacrossthedistrict,

particularly paddy grow-

ers, have been advised to
waituntil the end of July before
deciding to take up paddy culti-
vation this season.

According to the Agricul-
ture Department officials,
there is no guaranteed irriga-
tion facility as the water level”
in the Bhadra dam, the lifeline
for paddy cultivation in the
district, remains low. The dam
authorities have also clarified
that water will not be released
into the canals due to the deficit
rainfall recorded in June, As a
result, paddy growers in the
district havelittle choice but to
waituntil the end of July before
deciding whether to take up
paddy cultivation this season.

Speaking to DH, Joint Di-
rector of Agriculture Ziau-
llah Khan said the rainfall
received in the district so far
is inadequate for both pad-
dy and millet cultivation.
“Given the current rain pat-
tern, conditions are not con-
ducive for sowing either crop.
Farmers should waitand hope
for good spells of rain in the

§

Workers plant paddy seedlings in Davangere district.

DH FILE PHOTO

coming days before taking a
decision,” he said.

He also noted that paddy
is grown on around 63,000
hectares of farming land in the
district. This is likely to come
down by more than 50% this
year due to deficit rainfall.

He pointed out that the pad-
dy seedlings can be planted
even in August. Hence, grow-
ers can be hopeful. However,
their economicactivities would
be affected. This would not af-
fect rice consumers as a huge
quantity of paddy has been

stored in warehouses across
the state that can be used for
another two years, he said.

He also informed that if
thereisariseinwaterinflow to
the Bhadra dam in the coming
days, farmers can go for paddy
cultivation. If not, millets can
be grown. However, a mini-
mum 5mm rainfall is the need
of the hour.

He said farmers would get
compensation from the gov-
ernmentin case of croploss. As
of now, farming activities have
to be suspended, he added.
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Indonesia eyes ICRISAT support for drought—resdlent crops

%mesul'mdna com

Hyderabad: Sorghum and
millet germpalsm (seed vari-
eties) from Hyderabad may
soon find their way into the
drylands of Indonesia.

A high-level Indonesian
delegation currently in Hy-
derabad told STOI that it
plans to collaborate with lea-
ding institutions, including
the International Crops Rese-
arch Institute for the Semi-
Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), to
DCOeSS drought-resilient
sorghum and millet germ-
plasm for developing crop va-
rieties suited to the country’s
topography. The initiative is
part of Indonesia’s efforis o
improve agricultural pro-
ductivity in arvas facing wa-
ter stress and challenging ag-
ro-climatic conditions.

Members part of the dele-

® | CRISAT said dedegation
visited mﬂmm&caow
possible

that can be implemented
back in thedr country

gation ‘Ial:l thy

rabad because its semi-arid
conditions and dryland far-
ming practices are similar to
those found in parts of Indo-
nesia.

New varieties

“The most prominent
ones that we can use are mil-
let and sorghum. We already
grow them in Indonesia, but

the problem is the germ.
Masm is limited, So, if weean
havecollaboration with ICRI-
SAT, we can bring all the
germplasm needed and relea-
se new varieties,” said Hafith
Furgond, secretary depart.
ment of agronomy and horti-
culture, IPB UniversityFur-
qoni said that Indonesian re-
searchers will select 10 to 20
crop germpalams from ICRI-

SATs massive collection -
among the largest in the
world - that are best suited to
their conditions. "We can use
them forabreeding program-
me in Indonesia and then re-
lease new varieties, We have
already got ICRISAT's con-
sent,” headded.

The delegation, compri-
sing representatives from In-
donesia's ministry of higher

education, science and tech-
nology, ministry of state se-
eretariat and leading unfver-
sities, will return home this
week and present its findings
tothegovt.

Based onthe visit, Indone-
siaplans todraw wpan action
plan next year to implement
projecis inthree identified lo
cations, withfunding already
earmarked for the initiative.

“Three locations in Java,
Kalimantan and the Nusa
Tenggara region, which have
extenshvedryland areas, have
been  identificd where in-
sights gathered during the
Hyderabad visit will beappli-
ed and adapted.” said 1 Ketut
Adnyana, director of rese-
arch and community Service
(directorate general of rese-
archand development), mini-
stryof higher education, sci-
ence and technology:.

ICRISAT officials eonfir-

med that a delegation from
Indonesia visited the institu-
te and explored possible col-
Iaborations that can b imple-
mentid back in their country
The delegation also visi-
ted the University of Hydera-
bead, IIT Hyderabad, Beforest
Hyderabad Collective and
Prasad Labs, among other in-
stitutions. Members said the
permaculture and regenera-
tive agriculture practices de-
manstrated at Beforest (a
firm building collective 1i-
ving spaces and self-sustaj-
ning ecosystems) could offer
useful lessons for restoring
degradeddrylands in Indone-
sia. They were particularly
impressed by how a barren
tract of land had been trans-
formed into & self-sustaining
ecosystem within about twoe
vears, and said some of the
eoncepts could be adapted to
loeal conditions back home.

{ QUALITY WOES }

Farmers demand higher fund
allocation in agrlculture budget

Times News NETWORK

Trichy: Farmer representa-
tives have demanded a com-
plete waiver of all crop loans,
provision of pending electric-
ity connections and alloca-
tion of agriculture budget
funds on a par with the health
and education sectors during
an agriculture budget consul-
tation meeting held in Than-
javur on Friday.

Agricultureminister R Vi-
noth and minority welfare
minister A M Shajahan took
partinthemeetingwhich saw
active participation from
farmers across Cauvery delta
region and nine other dis-
tricts.

Farmers urged the govt to
provide one lakh free electric-
ity connections annually to
clear the backlog for nearly
four lakh awaiting farmers,
particularly those dependent
on Cauvery water from Met-
tur dam. They highlighted de-
lays in cultivation due to pow-
er shortages. They also called
for immediate action to re-
move siltand invasive growth
obstructing water flow in
Cauvery and Vennar rivers

DEMANDS GnLOIIE Farmers want complete waiver of all crop loans

from Kallanai(Grand Anicut)
head.

In light of delta region's
status as an agricultural pro-
tection zone, participants de-
manded cancellation of pre-
vious decisions to set up Sip-
cot industrial parks. They al-
so sought priority for natural
farming, ¥25 lakh compensa-
tion for farmers affected by
natural calamities, electrocu-
tion, or attacks, and the intro-
duction of a new CM's farm-
ers life insurance scheme.

Other key demands in-
cluded procuring paddy at
73,500a quintal as per the elec-

tion manifesto and removal
of all conditions from the ex-
isting cooperative loan waiv-
erscheme to ensure full bene-
fits. They called for additional
storage godowns, procure-
ment of paddy withupto 22%
moisture content, and govt
takeover of the crop insur-
ance scheme.

Farmersfurther proposed
a dedicated ‘war room’ to ad-
dress Cauvery water issue le-
gally and politically, along
with desilting funds and ame-
morial hall-museum at Kalla-
nai honouring Nammalvar
and Arthur Cotton,

Farmers forced to sell moong below MSP for fourth straight season

Wishal Jeshi

Wishalljerdd @i oo

PV TRADERS ARE Itl."ll\(; II-Il thl)l’_

“Jagracn recorded the sale of
175 lakh onnes il June 30 Mo

aln was purchased aa the MSR.  sakd

grains are the key factars that
farmers get lower rates,” he
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BATHINDA: As harvesting of
BUMMET MOORR (Froen gram)

up in Punjsh, the crop is
oeer agxin feching peices aran
average af 15% below the mink-

A SUPPOTt price (M5F of

8,780 per quintal Sor the fourth
CONSECURIVE SCRS0N.

Experts say that the harvest-
e of the Gi5-ay rabi zald (erop
sown between rabi and kharid

| seasoms] colncldes with the

mongoon, | moks-

\I‘sl’()l 18,781,
LOWER PRIC

MOISTURE AND DISCOLOUR; \IIU\

power in 2002, the government
announoed procunement of the
erop at M5P, subject to the con-
dition that farmiers must take
up either PR-126 or Basmati
after harvesting the moang

The red

rune consent and discolouration,
wehich lowers Ehe crop's market
walie,
Ludhiana and Baroala
account for nearly $0% of the
state's zald crop. and the trend
shiowws that th moong is being
purchased at an average rate of
AT per quintal by private
players.

Acconding to provisional esti-
mates, moorg was cubthvated an
wearly one lakh acres across
various districts this yeas, up
Frosn arcud 67.000 acres in

Afver the Aaen Aadnyi Py
[AAF) governmeent came Lo

procu
nearly 35000 quintals of
moang in 2022, bt purchases
dlroppod 1o 25000 quincals the
following year. From 2024
anwards, the state government
stepped back as the majority of
e T RO 10 e mandis
failed to meet the quality
standaris.

Officials of the state agricul-
st department said st India
imports a substantial quantity
of "‘moong’ every year for
domestic consumptien, and
thial, i inceniivisal, the crops
cultivatlen can be Increased
meaifold in e seate.

Punjab mandi board secre-

tary Kumar Amit did not
respond tophone calls and text
messages ta ascertain the
pulse’s purchase detalls.

Traders estimated this sex-
son's total production ata
B lakh quineals.,

Market information gattered
froen various private plavers
indicates that nearty 5 lakh too-
wis of mooag has arrived at
mandls in variows districts by
July 4. and the ensire prodisc:
veas oy brackers below
thie MSP,

Gurmat Pal Singh, district
mandi edficer (DMO) in Lisdhi:
ana. said that Jagraan. ane of
the meain bubs for moosg pur-
chases, has recorded sales
175 lakh guinsals 1 June 30.

S sald Jagracn has seven
anits 1o proess the pulse, and
the tawn has emerged as the
most prefersed destination o
market moang,

a4
Im 2025, ! 58 lakh tonnes of
SHIREEE EGOAE Were pur-
whased, whiereas 1.02 lakh ton-
nes of pulses were bowght by
mele players in 2024, and no
armer roceived the MSF here,”
he sadd.

Aceording to the informa-
tion, Barnala recorded the
adrival of arousd LE0 Likh ton-
nes. Barnala DMO Bir Inder
Sidiu said that in 225, 2 roral
of .76 lakh quingals was par-
chased bedow MSP at Tapa by
private players.

“Last year. the aserage rate
‘was §7,200 per quintad and this
time the rate has soen a slight
improvement at 7,300 per
Ajukntal” Sidki said

According bo the president of
Jagraan arthiva assodiation.
Kanhalya Gupta, traders expect
the arrival w touch the 4 lakh
quintal mark

“Green f-am hars a dervand in
the markes, but the crop
rought geerally 1 U mandis
misses the quallty benchmark.
High moisture consent. discol-
ouratkon and small size of

A moong grower from
Bathinds, J!Mc*'qll"ah S-lll1 L}
costs arcund E0,000-21
per acne munltrvmmm
“Ifa farmer could haneest 4-5
quirtals from an acre and the
sce gets MSP, the moong
grower can get a handsome
return from the 65-day crop. In
SEveral sehsons, we coukd bardy
recover the cost as untimely
Fains evuld damage the crop
completely or adversely affect
Ehe qualiny.” e added.
Marpreet Kaur Virk, an
CXPETTon pulses at the Pusjab
Agricubtural Universisy (PAL)
sabd than sumamer moong s a
munemm crop and field
U8 sary Wl EaFenes are get-
tlng up o B8,000 per quintals
asd, which is above the input

cost.
“1t fis known for fixing sodl
nitrogen, and it cam nlso
improve the financial position
of farmers, In case the siate
Eirgiveds are [fscenlivised by wiy
of MSP, the production of
cn b enhanced mani-
mhmph.‘d* added.
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Inflation plays a catchup
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1 238 crore
pers regstered so far, The
diggitalidentity will hel p pronvide
Farmers trasspasent and timely
accessto povernment schemes,

The Farmer Registiry work
has been completed 100% in
Glwziabad and Rampuir desiics
Owing Lo the proactive
niathes of thestategovemiment,
23872418 larmers have been

registend so far which s 82697%
of the target set by the Central
Government,

Officials here on Sarday
siklihe Iéu'l:ulnq.wrgn..m’quu1
in the state was launched on
November 5, 20 d the
Central Government has seta
tarpetof repidt ering 288 70495
Farmersin Uttar Pradesh. The
registrition of approximately
AR007 farmers is Al ponding.
Aceording to-official data, the
target isto beachieved i

UPrapidly advancingtowardsdigitalidentity
offarmers; Over82 pcoftargetcompleted

regbstration alone but to also
mexking bncland fmensd reconds
oo ety digital anel transpoarent.

I SEQUEnCE, 1b¢ wark

h Nird " is also
iy Acconding
toavailabledana 87 53% ofthe

Ansh Nisdhamnwork his been
completed in Uttar Pradesh.
This willimprove Uhe acouracy
uf land rmulck.lmll'l. Ipreduce

agricubune based policies more
effective. At the same time, it
will make it casier for farmers
NEvpeoeive Eoveriment assstance.

The Stmte government is
continuously promoting
technology-based governanc
Through digital gevernance,
onlneservicss and data-driven
implememation of schemes,
Untar Prackesh is being achanced

the next 90 dys, that is, by the future. temls amodemandtang ot
September 26, 2026, g o depanimental  administrative system.

The UP government has armer Registry The Bammer Ragedry Gunipaign
beenimpementing thscumpaizn  the work expeditic thi.cropinsurance, 1l 1o bring a |< also being considered an
in mission mode and has I”I:L;..mn.-mn:uns-!hk‘um- ricultural subsidics, credit  majory lon inUttar - jmy part of this broader
direcudthediric administation,  is to prepare ntegrated nd other schemes  Pradeshsagriculwral sysem.  transfommation, which would
the Revenue Department. the  digital database of fanmers so i transparenthy. It will help the government  prove beneficial for crores of

Agiculiure Department and
Tocal-leve personnd W complets

thatthey can recehve the benefis
of Pradhan Mantr Kisan

The priority

of the state
wovernmient is not limited to

idenviify geraine Brmers monitor
schemes  and make

Tarmers in the siate in the
OOMING years.
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YSR University to help
farmers use drones

New scientific drone SOPs for fruit, veg plants upkeep

SAMPAT G.
SAMRITAN | DC
VIJAYAWADA, JULY 3

The Dr YSR Horticulture
University is developing
scientifically approved
standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) for use of
drones in cultivation of
vegetable and fruit erops.

The university is taking
up research for standard-
isation of procedures for
detection of diseases
affecting plants of the
vegetables and fruits, as
also likely deficit of
micronutrients and recti-
fication procedures like

spraving of pesticides
and fertilisers.
Though drones are

already being used for
spraving of fertilisers,
pesticides and nutrition-
al supplements to both
the agricultural and hor-
ticultural crops, YSRHU
intends to come up with
scientifically approved
standardisation of proce-
dures.

YSRHU's agricultural

engineering  associate
professor and principal
investigator B.

Dr YSR Horticulture University trains students on the

use of drones.

Chennakesavulu  said,
*This will be of immense
benefit to the farmers to
protect their crops and
get good yields.™

The university has also
taken up a training pro-
gramme on usage of
drones for 180 students
pursuing undergraduate
courses in the four con-
stituent colleges of the
university as part of a
research work sponsored
by the ICAR under SC

— BY ARRANGEMENT

Sub-Plan project at a cost
of 21 crore.

The one-week training
programme comprises
theory classes on how to
operate and fly drones,
training on simulators,
live flying and a work-
shop to explain the major
components, assembling
and dismantling of the
drones,

The university roped in
private agency Infotech
Solution through e-bid-

® THE UNIVERSITY is
taking up research for
standardisation of
procedures for detection
of diseases affecting
plants of the vegetables
and fruits, as also likely
deficit of micronutrients
and rectification
procedures like spraying
of pesticides and
fertilisers. The university
has also taken up a
training programme on
usage of drones,

ding to train the students
on flying drones.

The university is using
basic drones for the
training purposes and
the students who suc-
cessfully complete the
one-week training pro-
gramme would get cer
tificates.

Later, the students
would be encouraged to
go for further skill upgra-
dation and set up start-
ups for providing drone
services to those who
need specialised services
and take up manufactur-
ing of drones.

To cutimport dependence on urea,
Govt allows ammonia for farming

AGRI BOOST. If successful, India will be the fourth country after the US, Canada and Australia to use it directly

—
Prabhudatta Mishra

and there is hardlyany manu-

tions during the rabi 2025-26
season.  Sources  indicated

Mew Delki

Amid high demand and lim-
ited availabilicy of urea,
which contains 46 per cent
nitrogen (N}, the govern-
ment has allowed ammonia,
containing 82 per cent M, for
agricultural use. However,
the country will have to es-
tablish the infrastructure for
the delivery and application
of the gas, as it needs tobe in-
jected into the sail,

Industry sources said if
suceessful, India will be the
fourth country, after the US,
Canada and Australia, to use
ammonia directly in farming,

According toa notification
published on July 23, the
Union Agriculture Ministry
said “anhydrous ammonia®
fertilizer, containing a min-
imum of 82 per cent nitrogen
by weight, is allowed to be
manufactured by any unit for
a period of three vears from

LAST MILE. The country has a long way to go in building infra

needed o deliver and inject ammonia directly into fields

the date of the gazette noti-
fication, under clause 20A of
the Fertilizer (Inorganic, Or-
ganic or Mixed) (Control)
Order, 1985,

SULPHUR-COATED UREA
“Permitting the use 15 good
as it is the first step. How-
ever, implementing it is the
key challenge due to the risks
involved, particularly the
possibility of gas leaks,” said
a top official of 2 urea manu-

facturing company.

Giting the example of sul-
phur-coated urea, he ex-
plained how there is hardly
any actual use for the fertil-
izer though it was given regu-
latory clearance for manufac-
turing and sales,

“Nowhere in the world is
sulphur coated in prilled urea
(the subsidised nitrogen
product in India) as it is not
suitable. Only in granular
urea, sulphur can be coated,

facturing of it in India,” he
said. Industry sources said
urea plants generate 2,000 to
6,000 tonnes of surplus am-
monia every year, which can-
not be diverted for urea pro-
duction due to capacity
limitations. As a result, they
sell it. The government has
mamndated that these ammo-
nia sales be prioritised for
complex fertilizer units.

In July 2025, businessline
had reported ACME
Cleantech Solutions’ applic-
ation seeking approval of the
Indian Council of Agricul-
rural Research for a collabor-
ative pilot programme to val-
idate the use of “anhydrous
and  agqueous  ammonia,
backed with green ammonia™
as an efficient, environment-
ally friendly alvernative fer-
tiler, As the approval
missed the kharif 2025 sea-
son, anhydrous and aqueous
ammaonia were said to be put
to trial in 13 ICAR institu-

that the trial was supposed to
last for three seasons, but the
approval by ICAR was fast-
tracked to facilitate manu-
facturing so that in the next
kharif season, at least some
areas could be covered under
a pilot scheme.

An investment of T13,000-
T15,000 crore is needed to
St upa green ammania plant
of 1,200 tonnes per day capa-
city. Sources said a field trial
at an ICAR institute during
rabi 2026 to evaluate the per-
formance of green ammonia
in direct-seeded rice showed
higher biomass and green-
ness in some cases when
compared with the applica-
tion of normal urea.

However, in some plots,
there  was  non-uniform
growth due to non-uniform-
ity of NH3 application, which
potentially requires stand-
ardisation of the injection
methodology.
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Fertilisers and
seeds seized in
three districts

Bengaluru: Agriculture de-
partment officials seized 210kg
of hybrid maize seeds, 88 bags
of urea and phospho gypsum
granules, 22 litres of micronu-
trient mixture, and 300 bags of
illegally transported NFL urea
during a statewide crackdown
on illegal stocking and sale of
seeds and fertilisers. The raids
were carried out by multiple
teams across Hassan, Tumaku-
ru and Mandya districts.

In Hassan, officials seized
180 kg of hybrid maize seeds
worth about Rs 85,000 from a
shop in Kondajikoppalu for al-
legedly stocking the seeds with-
out authorisation, a violation
of the Seeds Act, 1966. Another
30kg of hybrid maize seeds
worth around Rs 12,000 was
seized from an agri shop in
Javagal hobli. Officials also
confiscated 88 bags of ureaand
phospho gypsum granules
worth approximately Rs 1.8
lakh Belur taluk, for alleged
violations of stock regulations.

In Tumakuru, officials
seized 22 litres of micronutri-
ent mixture worth around Rs
86,000 from a shop in Medi-
geshi, Madhugir, while in Man-
dya, officials seized 300 bags of
NFL urea that were allegedly
being transported illegally. mn

Min. tells farmers
to adopt ID crops

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 13

Agriculture minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao on
Monday called on farmers to
grow only Irrigated dry
crops even in arcas where
water could available
through lift  ircigation
schemes, or where groumnd-
water could be used. The
minister; who said the water
levels even in major reser-
volrs were not inspiring con-
fidence at this point of time,
also cautioned that ground.
water levels were falling and
farmers should be cautious
in cr selection and stay
away m irrigation inten-
slvie cro|

‘The minister, who said the
state government has taken
all necessa recautionary
meastres I?og't'cllvolr huﬁ
die any situation arlsing out
of the poor moensoon condi-
tions, however, sald that as

r India Meteorologieal

p-artment  predictions,
Aug-ust will also see less
than normal rainfall.

Mageswara Rao sald the
farmers that all agricultural
operation plans must be
made based on Inputs from
the irrigation department
on water availability. The
minister, who chaired a
meeting at the Ierisat on El
Nino impact on the monsoon
season, instructed officials
that mandal-wise weekly
bulletins should be issued
for farmers on weather and
water avallability condi-
tions.

Director of agriculture Dr
B. Gopl informed the meet-
Ing that considering the pos-
sibility of dulnﬁ'ﬁl rainfall,
dry spells, and high temper-
atures due to El Nino, the
department had prepared a
three-phase statewide con-
llnnll.mcj' plan based on pos-
sibility of crop seasons
beginning on July 15 and 30,
and August 15, along with
district-specific action
plans,

The minister sald acco-
rding to rainfall status as on
Monday, 13 districts received
normal rainfall while 20 dis-
tricts were facing deflciency.
He instructed district collec-
tors, agriculture officials,
and scientists in rainfall
defieit districts to review the
situation immed iate]y.

Mageswara Rao sald it was
time for the state to jmple.
ment a dynamic district-spe-
cific  response  (DSR)
A ch, meeting con-
cluded that farmers who
have not vet sown paddy
should instead plan for alter-
native crops such as maize,

FINE RICE PRICES
UP AMID CROP
CONCERNS

P. SRINIVAS | DC
NALGONDA, JULY 13

Prices of fine rice varieties
have increased in the open
market for the frst time
since the launch of fine rice
distribution to ration card
holders, amid concerns over
a decline in paddy cultiva.
tion linked to the E1 Nino
eflect.

Fine rice prices had rem-
alned stable for nearly a
vear after distribution be-
gan on March 20, 2025, and
open  market sales had
declined during this period.
However, demand in the
open market has risen over
the past month. In the erst-
while Nalgonda district, the
requirement of fine rice is
estimated at 3,248 quintals.
Varjeties such as HMT,
Sona, RNR and Jal Sriram
continue to see demand due
to consumer preference.

The price of Sona rice has
risen to 6,400 per qu-lntal
from 5500 and HMT
Increased to 6,800 from
5,500, Jal Sriram rice is
priced at 7,200 per quintal,
and RNR has increased to
15,600 from 5,000 In one
month,

District agriculture officer
V. Vinod Kumar sald there
could be a sharp decline in
paddy production during the
current kharif season due to
inadequate irrigation and
deficient rainfall linked to
El Mino. He sald the impact
on riee prices would become
more evident over the next
few months.

Ration shop owner K.
Krishna said commercial
sale of rice had dropped to
50 quintals per month from
100 quintals following the
launch of fine rice distribu-
thon through ration shops,

pearl millet, finger millet,
red gram, green gram, sun-
fNower, sesame, cowpea, and
vepetables,

Sclentists from the IMD,
Professor Jayvashankar
Telangana Agricultural

University, Indian Institute
of Ollseeds Research, Indian
Institute of Millets
Research, Central Research
Imstitute  for  Dryland
Agriculture, and senlor offl.
clals from agriculture and
allied departments attended
the event.

Fertiliser body
hails new

policy for urea

NEW DELHI, July 16: The
Fertiliser Association of In-
dia (FAI) on Thursday hailed
the new National Investment
Policy for Urea (NIPU)-2026,
calling it a significant step to-
wards achieving self-suffi-
ciency in domestic urea pro-
duction.

The policy, which the Un-
ion Cabinet approved on
Wednesday, aims to set up 8-
9 new gas-based urea plants
with a production capacity of
10 million tonnes.

“NIPU-2026 tackles the
major structural challenge
in India’s fertiliser sector-
the gap between rising de-
mand and static local capac-
ity,” FAI co-chairman Siba
Prasad Mohanty said in a
statement.

“The new national poli-
cy offers investors the con-
fidence they need and paves
the way for India to be-
come fully self-reliant in
urea production,” Mohanty
added. - PTI



‘ July 2026

ACFI ‘

With 71% of kharif area
covered, sowing deficit
shrinks below 57

Kharif sowing”

Paddy
Pulses
Shri Anna cum coarse cereals
Dilseeds
Catton
All crops
Source: Agriculture Ministry

p—
Prabhudatta Mishra
Mew Delhi

With over 3 lakh hectares
(Ih) more sown in the past
week compared to the same
period a year ago, farmers
have reduced the kharif acre-
age deficit to less than 5 per
cent, down from a high of 21
per cent as of July 5.

Agriculture scientists are
hopeful of avoiding any ma-
jor negative impact on over-
all crops despite the emer-
gence of El Nino, as over 71
per cent of sowing has been
completed. However, rainfall
in the next two months will
need to be closely monitored
as it is crucial for crop
growth,

The sowing area in the on-
going Kkharif season has
reached 787.38 Ih as of July
24 compared with 826.19 lh
in the year-ago period, down
by 4.7 per cent, the Agricul-
ture Ministry said in its
weekly update on Monday.

As many as 129.19 lh was
covered under kharif sowing
during the July 18-24 period
against only 125.72 lh a year
ago.

MADHYA PRADESH AREA
DOWN SHARPLY

The kharif season’s main cer-
eal paddy is down by 2.6 per
cent at 234.43 lh against
240,62 1h a year ago.

Official sources said paddy
acreage in top grower Uttar
Pradesh is 4 per cent higher
at 57.8 Ih from 55.46 lh, Pun-
jab at 31.66 Ih from 31.56 1h,
Bihar at 17.58 lh from 12.89

2025 2026 % change
24062 23443 2.6
91,46 8457 7.5
16149  142.21 -11.9
167 163.54 2.1
102.71 98.72 -39
826.19  787.38 4.7

(*Area as of July 24; in lakh hectare)

lh, Assam at 11.68 lh from
6,76 1h and Andhra Pradesh
at 4.74 1h from 4.46 lh,

Madhya Pradesh reported
a major dip in paddy area at
19.54 lh from 27.39 lh and
Maharashtra at 4.9 lh from
8.59 Ih, whereas other States
with lower areas included
Chhattisgarh (-0.9 lh), West
Bengal (-0.9 lh), Haryana
(-1.2 1h), Telangana (-0.5 lh)
and Odisha (-1.6 lh).

The area under all pulses
reached 84.57 lakh hectares
(Ih) compared to 91.46 lakh
hectares, and that of oilseeds
reached 147.09 lakh hectares
compared to 155.72 lakh hec-
tares. The deficit in pulses
has declined to 7.5 per cent
from 23 per cent as of July
10, and in oilseeds, it has de-
creased to 2 per cent from 21
per cent during the same
period.

Among pulses, arhar sow-
ing reached 31.17 lh, down
12 per cent from 35.27 Ih,
moong (green gram) at 26,89
lh from 28.39 lh and urad
(black gram} rose to 18.67 lh
from17.27 lh.

In oilseeds, soybean is
down to 113.65 lh from
117.24 Th, and groundnut to
40.2 1h from 40.77 lh. Cotton
acreage is now 4 per cent
lowerat 98.721h from 102,71
lh

The coverage of nutrif
coarse cereals has been re-
ported to be 12 per cent
lower, The area under jowar
reached 11.07 Ih, down from
12.45 1h a year ago, while
bajra decreased to 49.54 Ih,
ragi dropped to 1.56 lh and
maize fell to 77.79 1h.

Ladakh bans sale of
chemical fertilisers

LEH: Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena has ordered a
prohibition on the use and
sale of all chemical and syn-
thetic fertilisers in Ladakh.
The order, which comes into
force with immediate effect,
stipulates a minimum fine of
Rs 10,000 for anyone found
procuring, distributing,
selling, marketing or using
chemical or synthetic ferti-
lisers anywhere in Ladakh,
a Lok Bhavan spokesperson
said. "The Administration of
Union Territory of Ladakh
imposes prohibition on the
procurement, distribution,
sale, marketing and use of
chemical/synthetic  fertilis-
ers for agricultural practices
in the Union Territory of
Ladakh, with immediate ef-
fect, the spokesperson said
quoting an order issued by
the Lt Governor.
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RAJASTHAN

Kharif sowing in statc lags
target due to erratic rainfall

ANILSHARMA
Jaipur, 13 July

Kharif or monsoon crop
sowing in Rajasthan has been
sluggish this year due toerratic
rains. Itislikely topickuponce
itstartstorain, said an agricul-
ture department official.
“Over half of the state’s
kharif crops depend on mon-
soon rainfall. Sowing usually
begins with pre-monsoon
showers, but this year it was
weak. The monsoon arrived in
the state around July 2. There
was decent rainfall for a week,
butadry spell over the last few
days has put the sown crops at
risk. If it does not rain soon,
farmers may have to resort to
resowing,” the official said.
According to data from
Rajasthan’s Agriculture
Department as of July o9,

sowing has been completed in
61 percentofthe targetarea for
coarse cereals, 58 per cent for
pulses, 60 per cent for oilseeds,
and 56 per cent for other crops.

Agricultural experts esti-
mate that sowing coverage in
the state is currently 20-25 per
cent lower than last year.

“Farmers like me are hold-
ing offon further sowing, wait-
ing for the rainfalls.
Consequently, the Kharif
sowing season could be
delayed,” said Gyarsi Lal, a
farmer from Shivdaspura vil-
lage near Jaipur.

Regarding major crops, 61
per cent of the pearl millet
(bajra) target has been achieved,
with sowing completed in 2.46
million hectaresagainstatarget
of4.05million hectares. Among
coarse cereals, sowing has
reached 51 percentforsorghum

(jowar) and 69 per cent for
maize. In pulses, moong has
seern 60 per cent coverage (1.59
million hectaressown against a
target of 2.65 million hectares).

In other pulses, 44 per cent
sowing has been done for
moth bean and 44 per cent for
urad. Groundnut sowing is in
the best position among all
kharif crops. Among oilseed
crops, groundnut sowing has
reached 919,000 hectares
against a target of 1.15 million
hectares (80 per cent comple-
tion). Soybean sowing stands
at 674,000 hectares against a
target of 1.1 million hectares
(61 per cent completion).
Cotton sowing has reached 72
per cent completion.

The state is one of the lar-
gest producers of guar, with
over 70 per cent of the
country’stotal production.

INDIA TARGETS GLOBAL FTA

NETWOR

WASHINGTON

FRESH from concluding its
landmark free trade agree-
ment with the European Un-
ion, India is pursuing an am-
bitious strategy to expand its
network of trade agreements
across North America, Latin
America, Africaand the Gulf,
with  negotiations  already
underway or planned with
several major economies, the
country's chief trade negotia-
tor has said,

Speaking at an event host-
ed by the Peterson Institute
for International Economics,

Darpan Jain, India's Chief

Negotiator for the EU-India
Free Trade Agreement, said
New Delhi's trade strategy
now aims to deepen commer-
cial ties across virtually every
major region of the world.
'[!m:ldl}', our intent is o
cover the entire world,” Jain
said. "Hands are full. The ta-
ble is full. Mind space is full.
So we are all working with
all efforts to try and diver-
sify our relations, expand our
partnerships, and enhance
trade.”
Jain
covered

id India has already
“almost 50 I cent
of global trade and 50 per
cent of global  economy”
through the countries with
which it has negotiated trade
agreements over the past five
vears. The focus is now shifi-

Speaking at an event hosted by the Peterson
Institute for International Economics, Darpan Jain,
India's Chief Negotiator for the EU-India Free Trade
Agreement, said New Delhi's trade strategy now
aims to deepen commercial ties across virtually
every major region of the world

ing to regions where India
has relatively limited trade
agreements.

In North America, India
is negotiating a free trade
agreement  with  Canada,
while discussions have also
been initiated with Mexico.
In Latin America, New Delhi
is negotiating with Chile and
Peru and has begun discus-
sions with the Mercosur bloc
te expand its existing Prefer-
ential Trade Agreement.

We intend o expand
that,” Jain said of Mercosur,
adding that Latin America
remains a key region where
India wants to strengthen its
trade presence.

India is also intensifying its
engagement with West Asia.
Jain said the country already
has trade agreements with
the United Arab Emirates
and Oman and is now haold-
ing discussions with Qatar,
the Gulf Cooperation Coun-

cil and other countries in
the region. Africa is another
priority. India is negotiating
with the Southern African
Customs Union and Kenya
as it seeks to broaden its eco-
Nemic engagement across the
continent,

Looking east, Jain said In-
dia has already established
trade agreements with several
important partners, includ-
ing Japan, South Korea, Sin-
gapore and ASEAN member
states. In Oceania, New Delhi
has recently concluded agree-
ments with  Australia and
New Zealand.

The comments came just
months after India and the
European Union concluded
what has been described as
one of the world’s largest

KAFTER HISTORIC EU DEAL

bilateral trade agreements,
linking economies represent-
ing nearly two billion people.

Jain  described the EU
agreement as one of India's
most ambitious trade pacts
and said it reflected a strong
political ~ commitment  to
expand market access and
strengthen India’s integration
into global trade.

“There is a strong political
commitment 1o expand In-
dia's trade relationship with
other countries, expand mar-
ket access to other countries,
and reduce the disadvantages
which our exporters face,” he
sand.

He said the renewed em-
phasis on trade agreements
reflects a broader shift in In-
dia's economic outlook, with
greater openness (o imports
alongside efforts to increase
expors and make Indian
businesses more competitive
glulJ;\H}'.

The European Union s
following a similar strategy.
Christophe Kiener, the EU's
chief negotiator, said Brus-
sels has already achieved
preferential trade coverage
for rnuglﬂ_k‘ half of its trade
and is now concentrating on
completing agreements in
the Indo-Pacific, including
negotiations  with  Thailand,
the Philippines and Malaysia,
while also pursuing talks with
the United Arab Emirates.
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PROPOSED 12.5% TARIFF GENERALISED: GOVT
India flags flaws in US'
Section 301 probe

@ New Delhi

suggests talks
over concerns
on ‘forced labour’

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi July 7

INDIA HAS FLAGGED several
flaws in the way the US has
initiated and conducted its
investigation into alleged
torced-labour content in Indian
imports, It also suggested
bilateral dialogue to address
any specific concern of the US
inthis regard.

In its formal response to the
report in  Section 301
investigations on imports of
goods with forced labourthat has
proposed 12.5% additional
tariffs on India, the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry has said

the office of US Trade
Representative (USTR) has issued
a sweeping, generalised
determination across 60

economieswithout performing
an economy-specific, or product-
specific analysisof India's actual
laws and practices. India hasalso
sought reconsideration of the
proposed tariffs.

The investigations are seen
as part of Washington's efforts
to rebuild its tariff architecture
following the US Supreme
Court’s verdict on reciprocal
tariffs. The Section 301
investigations are also part of
the ongoing India-US trade
agreement negotiations.

Public hearings on the
forced-labour investigation
begin on Tuesday, with the
Indian government and
industry scheduled to present
theirarguments on Wednesday.

India argued that the USTR
has failed to meet the legal
threshold under Section 301(d)
of the Trade Act by concluding
that India's acts, policies or

CASE STUDY

mPublic hearings on the
forced-labour investigation
began on Tuesday

® Government, industry

scheduled to present their
arguments on Wednesday

| -]

mSection 301 probe is also
part of ongoing India-US
trade deal negotiations
minvestigations are seen as

part of US' efforts to rebuild
its tariffarchitecture

practices relating to imports
are unreasonable. This is
against the Section 301
provisions that targeted
specific state laws, policies, or
documented violations.

Thesubmission also said the
USTR had not produced
country- or product-specific
evidence to support its findings,
relying instead on case studies
from a few sectors in a handful
of countries and broad trade
data. It further argued that the
determination failed to establish
a causal link between the
absence of forced-labour import
prohibitions and any adverse
impact on US commerce.

The USTR report identified
rice, cotton and tobacco among
commoditieswhere the alleged
use of forced labour had hurt US
exports. India countered that
the US remains one of the few
countries fromwhich it imports
rice. On cotton, it noted that US
exports to India rose from $213
million in 2021 to $392 million
in 2025, while China's cotton
exports to India declined from
§160 million to $109 million
over the same period.

“The rising US market share
in cotton alongside declining
third-country competition
demonstrates that India's
conduct is not affecting US
commerce,” India said.

India also said it actively
addresses forced labour thiough
constitutional ~ safeguards,
criminal laws and labour
legislation. Frameworks such as
the National Guidelines on
Responsible Business Conduct

and Sebi's Business
Responsibility and Sustainability
Reporting mandate

transparency and supply-chain
due diligence, which it said are
recognised by the International
Labour Organization  as
important tools,

Separately, the USTR is
investigating India, the EU,
Singapore, Switzerland, Norway,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia,
Thailand, South Korea, Vietmam,
Taiwan, Bangladesh, Mexicoand
|]apan over policies that allegedly
enable excess manufacturing
capacity and underminethe U5
industrial base. The findings
could pave the way for another
round of additional tariffs.
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India, Indonesiasign14 pacts,announce
6ma]0r unﬂatlvesto expandstrategicties

STATES MAN NEWS SERVICE
New Dell, 7.00ly

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'sstate visit tolndonesia
on Tuesday produced one of
the mostcomprehensive sets
of bilateral outcomesinrecent
years, with Indiaand Indonesia
signing M agreements and
umveiling six major initiatives
covering defence, space,
healthcare, agriculture, digital
technology, disaster

management, criticalminerals,
education, maritimesecurity
and cultural cooperation,
signalling asignificant expan
sion of their Compnehensive
Strategic Partnership,

The oulcomes were
announced following
delegation-leveltalks between
Prime Minister Modi and
Indlonesian President Prabowo
Subianto in Jakarta

Among the key agreement s
was the extension of the

Framework Agreement on
Cooperationin the Exploration
and Uses of Outer Space for
Penceful Purposes, The renewed
framework is expected to
Focifate joint researchy technolosy
sharingand capacity-buil ding
initimives
Inthehealthearesector, the
Contral D s Stauwd and Contl
Organisation (CDSO0)of Trdia
and Indonesia’s National
Agency of Drug and Food
Control (BPOM) signed a
Memorndum of Understanding
on cooperation in medical
product regulation. The
agreement aimstostrengthen
regulatory collaboration and
improve access Wohigh-quality
and affordable medicines in
Indonesia, while another
implementation agreement
onhealthworkdoceaolkibortion
secks toenhance the training
and capacity building of
Indonesian dectors and

healthear: professionals.
Recognising the growing
strtegicimportanceof eritical
mineral supply chains, both
oouniries sied s Memorndum
ofUndleranding on coopertion
in minerals and steel supply
chaing. The agreement is
intendedtostrngthen industrial
resilience and Facilitate
ol laboration insedorscritical
tomanufactuering, clean energy
and advanced technologies.
The two government s also
concluded an MoU on
cooperationinagriculture and
allied sectors, paving the way
for greater collaboration in
sustzinoible Faming. sgricultursl
technologies, crop research
amul food security. Maritime
cooperationreceived renewed
emphasis with the extension
of the Memorandum of
Understanding and Implemen
tation Agroement on Maritime
Safety and Seourity Cooperation.

FPOs want to be treated l]ke farmers, not corporates

Bnllwllnn Mishra
Hew Dethi

Even as FPOs are waiting to
get  declared  “decmed
ramdis™ by the States to help
them independently carry
out buying and selling activ-
ities, some of the represent-
atives have demanded that
the farmer collectives should
at least be considered as
‘farmer”,

This is because the profit
is shared among share-
helder-farmers  unlike  a
private company, though re-
gistered under companies
law.

Such a natbonal policy will
help them from paying
rurndi fees and income tax,

Though some States have
allowed free wrading ourside
mandi premises, a few like

Uttar Pradesh charge mandi
fee and other levies to the
tune of 1.5 per cent on essen-
tial items like omion, tomato,
potat, lemon, green chilli
and ginger in the fruits and
vegetable cat

The fee is collected even if
the trading happens outside
the agriculture market yard.

AWAY OUT?
“If FPOs are allowed exemp-
tion from mandi fees, they
can directly scll outside the
state and that will help farm-
ers realise about  T150/
qumlal mumeongmundnut.
Sanjay Gupta, CEOQ of
ltamra] FPO, JThansi (Uttar
Pradesh).

Nitin Puri, CEO of
KisaanSay, said most of the
products’ his company dir-
eetly sourcing from partner-
FPOs. But, instead of buying

bulk,

raw  material  in
KisaanSay has turned these
FMOs inte primary pro-
cessors through handhold-
ing.

“We have got them all ne-
cessary legal compliances
like FSSAT and GST registea-
tion a8 a result we are not
worried on mand fee”

But Deepak Kumar of
Samblhal Swarnim Potato
FMOof dabad di in

thi F&\V category, garh, Assam, Jharkhand, Ma-

The demand Sources said that market  harashtra, Odisha and West

COomes cven as feeat 1 percentand develop-  Bengal do not kevy any fec or

. n ment Cess at 0.5 percent s cess on F&V trading even in-
'[ht_} await to be levied on potato, onion, to-  sikde mandis,

declared as
‘deemed mandis
by the States

emment should treat FPOs
differently from any private
CENTpAnY.

Even for any subsidy, it is
the same a5 what any private
company receives.

“Mandi fees and other
levies in Uttar Pradesh
should be made zero for
FPOs when we directly col-
lect the farmers' produce
and el it and already some
States have allowed this®
Kumar gaid and wondered

Uttar Pradesh, said the gov-

why cnly fal firuirs and
vegetables in UP are taxed in

mata, lemon, green chilli and
ginger whether traded inside
‘or puiside mandis,

Besides, 3 percentcharges
are collected by commission
agents when buying-selling
happens in thess six items
within the agriculture mar-
ket yard,

NO FEE MANDIS
West  Bengal, Rajasthan,
Odisha, Maharashtra,
Karmataka, Jharkhand, Gu-
Jjarar, Chhattisgarh, Assam
and Andhra Pradesh do not
<luarge any fee in fruite and
vegetables (F&V) when trad-
ing happens owtside mandi
complex.

States such as Chhartis-

But Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh  Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Rajasthan, Punjab,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Hary-
ana, Gujarat and Andhra Pra-
desh bevy fee or cess or bath
upto 2 percent.

In Himachal Pradesh, only
apple is taxed at 1 per cent
both within and  outside
muandis, Similarty, in Madhya
Pradesh, banana and orange
attract mandi fee.

The commission fee
charged by commission
agents and fined Ty the Stare

cenment  varies  —

etween 2 PQI' cent in Gu-
jarat and Madhya Pradesh
and & per cent in Maha-
rashira, Rajasthan and Delhi.

163.65 It of fertilizer stocks and rising production
can help meet kharif demand, says government

—
Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

Against the kharif season’s
fertilizer demand of 383.9
lakh ronnes (It) during the
April-September period, the
country had 163.65 It in
stock as of July 2, equivalent
to 43 per cent of the require-
ment. The government is
confident of meeting the de-
mand during the July-
September period, backed by
higher domestic production.

As of July 2, urea stocks
were 69.08 It, di-ammoenium
phosphate (DAP) 16.64 It,
muriate of potash (MoP)
8.90 Ir, complex (combina-
tion of N, P, K nutrients)
45.64 It and single super
phosphate (SSP) 23.09 I,
taking the total stock to
163.3510t

The government said do-
mestic urea production in
Q1 FY27 (April-June) was
71.55 It, surpassing the tar-
get of 67.86 It. Similarly, DAP

The government said it
ensured uninterrupted
fertilizer availability through
timely planning

production stood at 9.84 It
and exceeded the target of
8.61 It. Production of com-
plex was 20.77 It, while SSP
output stood at 13.50 It, the
government  said  without
mentioning their individual
targeted outputs.

SUPPLY RESTORED

Natural gas supply to urea
plants, which fell to about 65
per cent following disrup-
tions caused by the US-Israel
military action against Iran,
has now been fully restored

to 100 per cent, enabling all
plants to operate at full capa-
city, officials said.

The fertilizer supply chain
has stabilised, with 15 of the
20 vessels carrying imported
crop nutrients and raw ma-
terials safely transiting the
Strait of Hormuz, the Fertil-
izer Ministry said on July 5

Of these, eight vessels are
carrying 3.32 It of urea, four
are transporting 2.57 It of
DAP, and three are carrying
111 It of Sulphur. All are
scheduled to arrive at Indian
POFTS S00M.

Further, five more vessels
are in the pipeline, including
one carrying 0.25 ltof ammo-
nia and 0.45 It of urea. Load-
ing is also underway for two
additional urea vessels and
one sulphur vessel, the Min-
istry said.

The government said it
had ensured uninterrupted
fertilizer availability through
timely planning and monit-
oring. It also tapped new
supply sources through dip-

lomatic outreach, procuring
urea from Oman, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Georgia, Nigeria,
Russia, Finland, Egypt, Al-
geria, Turkiye and the
Netherlands.

For DAP and complex, car-
goes were routed through
the Red Sea route from Rus-
sia, Morocco, Egypt, the US,
Jordan, South Korea, Tunisia
and Saudi Arabia.

Union Fertilizers Minister
JP Nadda said in a statement
that the West Asia conflict
had disrupted global supply
chains, driving up fertilizer
prices and extending ship-
ment transit times, with In-
dia not spared from the fal-
lout. The Ministry said the
combination of diversified
imports, higher domestic
output and adequate stock-
ing had ensured fertilizer
availability across the coun-
try, and reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
safeguarding farmers' in-
terests through timely sup-
ply measures.
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Mahawomen agri-labourers get
‘farmer’ status,assorted benefits

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, July 19

IN AFIRST-OF-ITS-KIND initia-

tive to empower women
labourers in the agricultural
sector, Maharashtra has

framed a new law enabling
them to access a host of bene-
fits such ascredit,subsidiesand
crop insurance without any
land holding.

The Women Farmers
Empowerment Act, 2026,
passed recently in both houses
of the Maharashtra state legis-
lature, recognises women
engaged in agriculture and
alliedactivitiesas'farmers'and
provides them with a'woman
farmer certificate’ This certifi-
cate would enable them to
access entitlements and bene-
fits of the various government
schemes currently available to
landholders.

“We will bring millions of
women agricultural labourers
into the government records
and provide them all the bene-
fits of the schemes available to
largely male land-holding
farmers,” Dattatreya Bharane,
agriculture minister of Maha-
rashtra, told FE. According to
Bharane, there are around 1.5

AGRI BOOST

M In a first, Maharashtra has
framed a new law enabling
them to access a host of
benefits like credit, subsidies
and crop insurance without
any land holding

B The Empowerment Act
recognises women engaged
in agriculture, allied activities
as 'farmers’, providing them
with a farmer certificate

crore to 1.6 crore women agri-
cultural labourers in the state
who are largely excluded from
various schemes because they
donot hold lands.

According to the agricul-
ture census 2015-16, women
hold barely 15.5% of the agri-

cultural land in Maharashtra
against thenational average of
around 12%,

This isthe first legislation of
its kind in the country, which
recognises women engaged in
agricultureand allied activities
like fisheries, livestock rearing,
poultry farming,andcollection
of forest produce. The govern-
ment has acknowledged that
womenwho cultivate family or
communitylandwithouthold-
ing formal titles are often
countedasagriculturallabour-
ers rather than farmers.

The requirement of land
ownership as a precondition
foraccessingmost agricultural
schemes and underlying enti-
tlements has rendered various
schemes inaccessible to many
women farmers, since only a
very small percentage of these
women own agricultural land,
according toan official note.

“This systemic non-recog-
nition of women farmers and
their agricultural labour is sig-
nificant and leads to other
forms of exclusion, including,
but not limited to discrimina-
tion in accessto schemes, credit
and markets,” the legislation
passed in both housesof Maha-
rashtrastated.

Fertilisers, seafarer satety discussed as PM
chairs 4th CCS meet on West Asia crisis

Apiti TANDON

TRIBINE N W SERVIT

NEW IMELHI, JULY 30
Theavailability of fertilisers for
the enguing rabi sowing sea-
son and the safety of Indian
seafarers came up prominent-
ly at a meeting of the Cahinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
chaired by Prime Minister
Narergdra Modi at the Parlia-
ment House complex today:
The meetingwas calledtotake
stock of the situation in view of
the West Asia conflict and dis-
cuss measures to deal with the
challenge. It was the fourth spe-
cial CCS meetingonthe issue.
An official statement said the
meeting assessed requirements

for fertihsers for the ensuing
mbi season and altemate
sources of procurement. “All
measures should be taken for
ensuring unintermupted supply
of fertilisers for farmers”" the
PMinstructed the leaders.
The meeting also discussed
the safety of seafarers serving
on domestic as well as foreign-
flagged wessels in conflict
aones. “The PM hasdirected to
establish a mechanism to pro-
vide timely information, emer-
gency assistance and coun-
selling to seafarers and their
families,” the afficials said.
The meeting beganwith Cab-
inet Secvetary TV Somanathan
briefing the CCS about the

present geopolitical situation.
He gave the details of initia-
tives taken to ensure adequate
supply of petroleum products,
including LNG, LPG and fer-
tilisers, and said sources for
procurement of LPG had
already been diversified and
the overall stock and supply
position of major petmlewm
products emained adequate.
“The availability of adequate
crude il has enabled Central
Public Sector Enterprise
refineries to operate at utilisa-
tion levels exceeding 100 per
cent, ensuring continued pro-
duction of petrol, diesel and
other petroleum products.
Initiatives have been taken

to expand piped natural gas
(PNG) connections which
have resulted in substantial
inereasein PNG connections,”
the Cabinet secretariat said

After the presentation, the
PM said all efforts must be
made to safeguard the citizens
as well as the Indian diaspora
from the impact of this conflict,
Stressing energy independ-
ence, the PM instructed that
emphasis should be on renew-
able energy sources, inchuding
salarenergy and cther non-fos-
sil fuel based sources. The PM
reiterated whole of govern-
ment approach to be adopted
totackle the challenges arising
due to the arisis.
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Red Sea, Hormuz disruptions
seen impacting rice exports

©0.5 MT of rice
cargo stuck at
Indian ports

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, July 22

WITH THE RED Sea facing
growing security threatleading
to disruption of cargo move-
ment through Bab al-Mandab
strait and continued uncer-
taintyover movementsof ships
through the Strait of Hormuz,
India'srice exports toSaudi Ara-
bia, lran and the European
Union could be hit, traders said.

“The simultaneous disrup-
tion around these two critical
routes forcargo movements has
created an unprecedented chal-
lengeforindia's exporters,”Ran-
jit Singh Jossan,vice president of
the Basmati Rice Millers and
Exporters Association, Punjab,
told FE. Jossan said that due to
the war in West Asia, sea freight
has surged to record levels,
insurance costs continue torise,
and exporters are facing an
acute financial crisisasworking
capital remains locked in
delayedshipments.

“Unless normal shipping
routes are restored soon, the
disruption could severely

TRADE TURMOIL

H About 0.5 million  ® Freight costs ¥ Saudi Arabia
tonne of rice have surged and Iran, India's
cargo remain while delayed top basmati
stranded at shipments are buyers, together
Kandla and locking up import 2 million
Mundra ports working capital tonne annually

impact India's basmati rice
exports, global supply chains,
and overall trade especiallyin
the Middle East,"he said.

Exporters said that due to
uncertainty around cargo
movementthrough the Strait of
Hormuz over the past several
months, around 0.5 million
tonne(MT)of rice export cargo,
indudingbas matirice,remains
stranded at the Kandla and
Mundra ports, Gujarat.

Saudi Arabia has emerged
as the largest destination for

India’s aromatic long grain
Basmati rice exports with ship-
mentscloseto 1.2 MTannually
followedbylIranwhere close to
0.8 MT of basmati rice was
exported last fiscal year.

“The Red Sea blockageisa
big challenge for India’s rice
exports as ships are taking
longer routes, freight costsare
rising and deliveries are get-
ting delayed,"said Suraj Agar-
wal, co-founder and CEO of
Rice Villa, a leading rice
exporter based in Kolkata.

Agarwal said that this could
make Indian rice more expen-
sive for buyers especiallyin the
Middle Eastand Europe.

Trade sources said the lat-
est escalation is particularly
significant because the Babal-
Mandab Strait is considered a
global strategic maritime trade
route connecting the Red Sea
with the Gulf of Aden. The
strait provides access to the
Suez Canal,which serves as a
vital gateway linking Asiawith
Europe and Africa,

India's rice exports, the
country’s largest agricul-
tural export, rose more than
49 year-on-year to $3.03
billion during April-June of
FY27,despite supplydisrup-
tions caused by the conflict
in West Asia,

In June alone, the world's
largest rice exporter shipped
rice worth more than §1 bil-
lion,up 16% from a year ear-
lier,as easing tensions in the
West Asia helped restore some
supply chains for aromatic
long-grain basmati rice to key
Gulf markets, including Iran
and Saudi Arabia.

The value of India’s rice
exports,including basmatiand
non-basmati varieties, had
declined 7.5% year-on-yearto
$11.53 billionin FY26.

FTA to take effect by 2026-end, our tariffs zero from Day 1’

Nerar Zecdaacd is epected o

complcis dhe mnfition o/ the

i - Newr il Free Trode

Agreemsend (FTAL sigmed indgnl.
the ewil o Sty paving
Wy for e adeal facomee ind

Jowve before the enidafl-

2026, Biree gl

Bedvrrt Michia dnid

Near Fedamdare abic

expex e po byin

wthin she merd ouple

afears, fiurnker

stremgtheming bilatral trod,

investmenra nd people ro

peapleties, Trude Ainister

Troelel Vi Cliy bl

Prasants Sadw inas istersionr

YT r——

Whenithe FTAmmingints

edfiect, and coukd you share

theprognessad the

Fwtification presess inMew
el

Isthe highest.quadity
sgreemant cither country has

done. Weecosnpdated itwithin ‘Wheredoyou see bilaberal Bt the ot inapostant Kewe Zealandas adestiration. and dverse. the first thnse bn dia has done
mine montheofintense traderin the et few years partofthe agreement isnot Airbndtia and Al New Zealand Already,welreseeing Mew  that foramy country.
megotiation, and & vl deliver after the FTAcomaes into st the oo we buyamd sell arealsooooperatingand have Eealamd companies opening
rater prospeTity for the £ tooachiother. t'sthe sought reguisonyapproval for | offices and setting up Areyou alsonegotiatinga
peopleof india and New s goingogrow relationshiips and the people agudechare amangement. | mamfacturing plantsin India.  bilaberal imvvst ment
Zealand Both countricsare significandy in hothdlirections. | to-people inks tha t vl grow. think we will seedirect flights W abaexpect some of our prodoctionbreaty vwith Ind iar
i it e Wil Hiew Zealand b1a Al b Bt Dl e New Las e o e L e Tharen aliacdyan
taficat e, W by yol fut land = g Zealand cverthenext coupleof | with Indian busnesses. Errvestenent chapiesinthe
et i weimport | anmounced RNy oy, aed hat will Inthe calyyearyoullae  Agrerenon, i wedont neada
Ly & A q-luNH.s‘nNummu.ur thd iLER ‘ ‘ i feasit by s Dl ! tacilin  acparale rnaly |UR part of the
and areneownuaking | poodieschyeaironsmanyol | opeming - - [ feod procuction agricultunal | FTAL
thelegisdatvechanges  ourirading pariners. threeoffices 1 bechnology and Innovadion.
miseded to reduoe tanffs Froam Inddia,nt's onlya few Iruinddlane TheFTAalsodncludesa Wee've e oominu tments to 1s there a radmnsap for
tozersiorall goods from biliondollars stthe moment, | promote to promaote $ 20 hiedp ralse theearningsof cooperation incritical
IndiaintoNeweabmdonday 0l thinkit wil growery Enefiian farmers, particulashy n o hreologhes,orit hoad
one, dongwihimplementing | quickly Welbelleve that over lerwifuit, appieproductionand | minerals, deanmobility and

the ot o e
huave agrordie,

W hape 1o havetha
fingthed by the end of
Saptember. The two
governmentswill | hen agees
oma date foet be agroement
10 et bt force, with the
alm of making itfully
operatisal before the end
efthisyrar.

he et teucrthieeyear,
tweo- ey trade candiouble, and
S dovie ggam

MDA HAS COMMITTED TO

SETTING UP A FAST-TRACK
INVESTMENT DESK TO
SPEED UP APPROVALS

Ty Chrie e bt s
u:ndrnlmmm.clhmn

hasticstur -rmhﬂun well
Lot

Whien Prirme Miniter Modi
v hererecontiy we dgneda
nunderof]

pronte irvestment
st i The country's
et

Erefien mar ki, aned naka has
et setting i

s owndeckuions about
wihiene Itwarits t et
et | thiin k il be broadd

ok deskno make
approvals happen nwore
aquibcicly, s kg it easer for
How Eealamden tolnvwst. s

addition iothe FTA.

T e i e N Zesadamiaf ar
e dempeiranion o AN Bk AZJ
Rl fial serview on

sy finannislrprens.com

M.P. suspends e-token system for fertilizer

l’rlbhllﬁth Mishra
Mew Deli

The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment has agreed to sus-

nd the e-token system for
ertilizer  distribution and
has assured the farmers o
procure 60 per cent (from
the current 25 per cent) of
the moong crop.

After this, agitating farm-
ers called off their protest in
Bhopal.

However, the protest
highlighted policy gaps and
the risk of attempting re-
forms in the farm sector, ex-
perts said.

Reacting to a letter from
State Agnculture Minister

Aidal Singh Kansana, Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouban on July 2%
wrate to Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadav, pointing out that
the Centre had already ap-
proved the procurement of
up to 4.55 lakh ronnes (It) of
summer moong for Madhya
Pradesh under the Price Sup-
port Scheme, accounting for
&7 per cent of the quantity
approved nationally under
the PM-AASHA  scheme
whereas the State had
bought only 60,000 tonnes.
Chouhan said that under
the PM-AASHA  scheme
guidelines, only 25 per cent
of production is permitted to
be procured under the MSP
whereas any quantity above

The State has told
farmers it will
procure 60% (from
the current 25%) of
the moong crop

it will be the sole responsibil-
ity of the State.

APPROVED AGENCIES

A former State Agriculture
Secretary said the gaps have
to be corrected if required,
and the States cannot be
blamed every time,

Under the PM-AASHA
scheme, the Centre has de-
cided who should be the
“central nodal agencies” to
procure the crop, and the

agencies are solely respons-
ible for it. “Let the Centre
nominate State agencies in-
dependently and hold them
accountable for any delay or
non-procurement,” the
former official suggested.

Under the PM-AASHA
scheme, which facilitates the
buying of oilseeds and pulses
From farmers at minimum

rpar[ prices  (MSPs),

and NCCF are the
:lgencles approved  for
procurement.

Due to high level of moong
production in the summer
(zafd) season, Madhya Pra-
desh is the largest producer
in the country, having over
40 per cent share,

In 2025-26, out of 44,92 It

moong produced in the
country, 18.39 It (including
12.18 It in the summer sea-
son) was produced in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

If the State is able to pro-
cure 60 per cent of summer

oong, it may have to buy
nearly 111t

On the decision to sus-
pend the e-token system for
distribution of subsidised
fertilizers, primarily urea
and DAP, industry leaders
are divided.

While a manufacturer of
micronutrients  sup
the move, a top official of a
leading fertilizer company
welcomed the suspension
and said “it was supposed to
be stopped.”
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Kharit sowing gap narrows
to 6% from 16% in a week

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 20 July

The sowing of Kharif crops
further picked up pace during
the week ended July 17, 2026,
narrowing the difference in
acreage between 2025and 2026
to just 6 per cent, down from
almost 16 per cent during the
week ended July 10.

This happened despite the
monsoons entering a weak
phase, as therainfallin the pre-
vious fortnight provided some
soil moisture to start planting.

Gaps in area under all
crops — be it oilseeds, pulses,
soybean, groundnut, wurad,
nmoong, or maize — narrowed
down as compared to the pre-
vious week. Overall, till July 17,
2025, Kharif crops were sown
in around 65.81 million hec-
tares, which was 6 per cent
lower than the area covered
during the same period of the
previous year. In total, Kharif
crops have been sown in
around 110.44 million hec-
tares during the full season,
which means till July 17,
sowing is complete in around
60 per cent of normal area.

The good news is that with
India Meteorological Depart-

Crops

Gaining
pace Paddy

Kharif sowingas ~ Pulses
onJuly17 (in mn Coarse cerea

Normal 2026  Y-o-Y
area chg (%)

412 1664  -08
12.96 .92  -151
Is 18.26 n9 -n2

hectares)

Oilseeds 20 147 56
Cotton 12.55 9.25 -6.0
Total NM0.44  65.81 -6.0

. Note: Total might not match as it only consists

of broad crop categories
Source: Ministry of Agriculture

.. Entering ‘active’ phase again

Monsoon from June1tojuly20  (inmm)

5 '_‘_Region Actual Normal Departure

(%)
East & North 4062 6107 33
east India
North-West India 162.4 206 -21
Central India 316.8 3695 14
South Peninsula 2132 290 -26
AllIndia 2632 3421 -23

Note: Decimals have been rounded off
Source: India Metereological Department (IMD)

ment (IMD) again forecastinga very heavy rainfall at a few
pickup in rains, there could be places. Extremely heavy rain-
furtheraccelerationinsowing. fall is predicted over Jammu &

The IMD said that active Kashmir and Himachal Pra-
monsoon conditions are likely desh on July 20 and 21, and
over northwest and northeast over Uttarakhand, Uttar Pra-
India during the next four-five desh, Bihar, Assam and Meg-
days, with isolated heavy to halayaonJuly20.
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Crystal Crop launches six innovations for kharif

Dur Bureau
Manigalsry

Crystal Crop Protection Ltd
has launched six innova-
tions for the kharif 2026 sea-
son.

A media statement said
the innovations strengthen
Crystal Crop Protection’s
leadership across key crop
segments by offering integ-
rated solutions for disease,
weed, insect and nutrition
management, helping farm-
ers improve productivity,
reduce cultivation costs and
enhance profitability.

The statement said Crys-
tal had introduced ‘Sam-
orian’ for soybean, featuring
a patented three-way mode

cide “Takuro’, which offers
three-laver weed manage-
ment with rapid systemic
action and long-lasting re-
sidual control.

In its paddy fungicide
portfolio, Crystal has intro-
duced ‘Xeberia’,

This provides multi-site
protection against fungal
and bacterial diseases, along
with the dual-action fungi-
cide ‘MAXentra’, which de-
livers broad-spectrum dis-
ease control across multiple
crop stages.

COMPREHENSIVE
STRATEGY

Together, they offer a com-
prehensive disease manage-
ment strategy for healthier
crops, improved grain qual-

ofactionagainstgrassesand ity and stronger vyield
broadleaf weeds. potential.
Addressing complex Crystal has introduced

weed challenges in maize,
Crystal has launched its pat-
ented combination herbi-

Valtruva', an advanced cot-
ton insecticide powered by
smart triple action techno-

logy.
The statement said “Val-

truva’ delivers rapid knock-
down, broad-spectrum con-
trol of major sucking pests
and extended residual pro-
tection.

By reducing spray fre-
quency while ensuring sea-
son-long crop protection,
the innovation helps cotton
growers improve opera-
tional efficiency, protect
vields and maximise farm
productivity.

ORGANIC NUTRITION
Crystal has also launched
GreenAg patented organic
smart nutrition solution
‘KGR-T", powered by an ef-
fervescent tablet delivery
system and extended nutri-
ent release technologies. It
improves nutrient-use effi-
ciency, enhances flowering
and fruiting, strengthens
crop resilience and supports
better-quality vields.

Quoting Ankur Aggarwal,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Crystal Crop
Protection, the statement
said, “Indian agriculture is
evolving rapidly. Climate
uncertainty, changing pest
dynamics and rising expect-
ations from every acre de-
mand a new generation of
agricultural innovation.
These six technologies re-
flect our commitment to
helping farmers improve
productivity, profitability
and long-term
sustainability.”

FIELD TESTS

Sohit Satyawali, Chief Busi-
ness Officer, Brands Busi-
ness, Crystal Crop Protec-
tion, said every innovation
in the portfolio had been de-
veloped after extensive field
validation across diverse
agro-climatic regions to ad-
dress the evolving needs of
Indian farmers.

How floods, heat stress took
a toll on Punjab’s wheat yield

Average
Yield Slips To
5,062kg/hac

Vibhor.Mohan
@timesofindia.com

A WHEAT SHOCK
State Average Wheat Yield (kg/hectare)

»2023-24| 5,170
»024-25| 5382
> 2025-26 (est.) | 5,062

_ | MINREVIEWS
FLOOD MEASURES

Punjab minister Barinder
Kumar Goyal visited critical
points along the Ghaggar
river at Moonak in Sangrur to
review flood-prevention
arrangements, and said the

Chandigarh: The estimated
wheat yield for the 2025-26sea-
son reflects a period of fluctu-
ation for Punjab’s agricultu-
ral sector; with figures compi-
led by thestate agriculture de-
partment indicating a decline
compared to the previous two
years. While the state average
vield rose from 5,170 kg/hae in
2023-24 to 5382 kg/hac in
2024-25, it is estimated to have
reached 5,062 kg/hac for the
2025-26 seas0n.

According to experts, the
decline in wheat yield was not
merely a result of the 2025 flo-
ods, While the floods left the
soil depleted in many areas
during the Rabi sowing cycle,
the crop then faced an aggres-
sive heat spike during its criti-
cal pollination stage in Febru-
ary 2026, Farmers—already
struggling to recover from the
loss of their previous paddy
crop—found a reprieve in a
early-March drop in tempera-
ture, which prevented collap-
seof the wheat harvest.

The district-level estima-
tes provided by the Punjabag-
riculture department also re-
flected a downward trend in
the vield for 2025-26 in the flo-
od-impacted regions.

This fluctuation is attribu-
ted to a combination of clima-
ticstressors and the lingering
effects of the monsoon floods
that occurred in August and
September 2025,

Although wheat is a rabi

Districts Showing Sharp Decline in 2025-26

District 2024-25 | 2025-26(est) | Change
Amritsar 5.450 4,802 -648
Gurdaspur 5,078 4,822 =256
Fazilka 5,197 4,834 -363
Kapurthala 5,369 4,919 =450

e ] Climate Stress

All 23 districts affected

> Over 1.76 lakh hectares of farmland
submerged

» Sandysilt deposits of 1-3 feet in
several areas

» Delayed wheat sowing and damaged

in Feb 2026

s0il quality

» Severe floods in Aug-Sept 2025

» Heat spike during wheat's critical pollination stage
» Early-March temperature drop helped avert larger losse:
Procurement Despite Adversity

» 2026 wheat procurement: 121-123 LMT
» 2025 procurement: 119 LMT

crop sown after these floods,
the disaster resulted in the de-
position of silt and debris
across significant areas of
farmland, which hindered ti-
mely sowing and compromi-
sed sofl quality,

Additionally,  unusually
high temperatures during Fe-
bruary 2026 exposed the crop
to significant heat stress,
which shortened the grain-fil-
ling duration and negatively
impacted yield potential.
“Even in Jalandhar, the far-
mers had to be content with a
vield of 17 guintals per acre,
which was less than their ex-
pected yield of 20-21 quintals
per acre,” said an official of
theagriculture department,

Experts, however. high-
light that despite these adver-
se conditions, the overall agri-
cultural sector has demonst-

rated resilience, navigating
the challenges toensureconti-
nued production. Punjab led
the country in wheat procure-
ment for the 2026 season, with
a total purchase of approxi-
mately 121 to 123 lakh metric
tonnes (LMT). It was a slight
increase from the 119 LMT re-
corded in the previous season.

The impact on wheat yield
is visible in regions hardest
hit by the deluge, where soil
damagedisrupted farmingcy-
cles. In Amritsar, for example,
yields are estimated to have
fallen fiom 5450 Kg/hae in
2024-25 to 4802 kg'hac in
202526, while Gurdaspur—a
district significantly affected
by the flooding—has seen a
projected decline from 5,078
kg/hac to 4,822 kg/hac, Simi-
larly, Fazilka'soutput isexpec-
ted to have ropped from 5197

kg/hae to 4,834 kg/hac, and
Kapurthala's from 5369 kg/
hacto4,919 kg hac.

During the floods last year,
all 23 districts in Punjab were
impacted, with over 1.76 lakh
hectares of farmland sub-
merged. The floodwaters left
behind thick deposits of silt
and sand-—in some locations
ranging from 1 to 3 feet in
depth—which seversly com-
promised soil health and ne-
cessitated extensive land re-
habilitation, suchas de-silting
and levelling, before wheat so-
wing could even begin.

The figures for 2023-24 are
based on crop cutting experi-
ments and those for 2024-25
and 202526 are from GCES
(General Crop  Estimation
Survey) of the department of
agriculture and farmers’ wel-
fare, Government of India.

situationwas under control.
Goyal said all flood
protection measures were
fullyinplace, and there was
no need for the public to
worry. He said special
maonitoring was carried out
at Makror Sahib, considered
the most vulnerable point
along the Ghaggar, where its
width suddenly narrowed
from approx 598 feet to 198
feet. He said embankments
on bothsides of the river
were raised by two feet along
the 18-kilometre stretch from
Makror Sahib to Karel, and
thousands of sandbags were
kept ready on-site to address
any possible seepageor
breach. He said all required
stone pitching work was
completed along the 22-km
stretch between Makror
Sahib and Khanauri. v

YAD SLAMS GOVT
OVER 'BREACHES'

The Youth Akali Dalon
Saturday accused the AAP
govtof~severe
administrative negligence®™.
The organisation claimed
that the administration had
failed to clean the Ghaggar
river and plug eritical
breaches along its banks. The
local drainage department
and districtadministration,
however, refuted the
allegations and stated that
the situation was completely
stable and under control. Ty
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Baver’s Trance to

CEntl'E la ur“:hes help cotton farmers

manage sucking

PRAGATI to train  pess

agr-entrepreneurs .0
AGRICULTURE Ty st

help cotton farmers effect-

Singh Chouhan on  ively manage sucking pest

complexes, including aphids,

TI,_,I E‘Eda'_l,l' |3Uﬂ':hEd jassids and whitefly nymphs.

Trance delivers broad-

an initiative called PRAGAT|  spectrum control while pro-

moting healthier crops, im-

MIMNISTER Sl"lEI"i'rHi':'l.J ive insecticide designed to
.LH

to train 20,000 rural youth proved productivity and en-

: hanced farmer profitability,

across eight states as the company said in a
E statement.

agri-entrepreneurs as part Trance will be available in

100 ml, 220 ml and 500 ml

EI'I:E QEIVE'rﬂmEﬂt F”"'IE'h to packs across Maharashtra,

boost farm incomes and Gujarat, Mudbyn. Predcth,

. _arrul Nadu, Kerala, Ra-

expand private-sector jasthan, Kamataka, Andhra

: s X Pradesh, Telangana, Punjab,
involvement in agriculture.  Haryana,and West Bengal
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ri-Next to support 150 start-ups
for tech-driven innovations

—
Our Bureau
Kochi

In a major push for techno-
logy-led transformation of
agriculture, the Kerala Star-
tup Mission (KSUM) has
launched Agri-Next, a ¥38
crore programme to sup-
port 150 agritech start-ups
under the World Bank-as-
sisted Kerala Climate Resi-
lient  Agri-Value Chain
Modernisation (KERA)
Project, implemented by
the State  Agriculture
Department.

The initiative seeks to
bridge the gap between in-
novation and farming by
enabling start-ups to de-
ploy technologies directly
on farms.

FINANCIAL AID

It aims to boost productiv-
ity, lower cultivation costs,
promote climate-resilient
practices, strengthen mar-

ket linkages and enhance
farmers’ incomes through
technology-driven
solutions.

Selected start-ups will
receive financial assistance
of up to ¥25 lakh, along
with mentoring, incubation
support, access to farmer
networks and opportunities
for field demonstrations.

The programme is de-
signed to help start-ups val-
idate and scale innovations
in collaboration with farm-
ers and agricultural
institutions.

FOCUS AREAS

Billed as one of the coun-
try's largest collaborative
agritech initiatives, Agri-
Next is open to start-ups
working in areas such as
precision farming, drones,
artificial intelligence, smart
irrigation, farm mechanisa-
tion, crop protection, post-
harvest management, value
addition, agritech-fintech

and climate-smart agricul-
ture. The selected techno-
logies will be deployed
through farmer producer
organisations (FPOs), agri-
cultural institutions and
field-level agencies, which
will allow start-ups to valid-
ate their solutions under
real farm conditions, while
demonstrating their com-
mercial viability.

KSUM officials said the
programme marks a shift
towards demand-driven ag-
ricultural innovation by en-
couraging start-ups to de-
velop solutions tailored to
farmers’ needs.

Open to agritech start-
ups across India, the initiat-
ive aims to build a sustain-
able, technology-driven ag-
ricultural ecosystem while
strengthening Kerala's
rural economy.

Applications and pro-
gramme details are avail-
able on https:/fagrinext.
startupmission.in

India seeks review of proposed 12.5%
tariff, cites flaws in USTR’s probe

‘In light of India’s genuine engagement on forced labour issues.
it strongly expresses its concerns at the USTR’s determination’

OQUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India has
asserted that trade issues with
the US should be resolved
through  bilateral  trade
negotiations  rather  than
unilateral measures, urging
the USTR to reconsider its
proposed 12.5 per cent tariff,
citing inconsistencies in its
Section 301 investigation into
forced labour concerns,

Participating in the public
hearing, [oint Secretary in
Department of Commerce
Brij Mohan Mishra submitted
that in light of India’s genuine
engagement on forced labour
issues, it strongly expresses
its comcerns at the USTRs
(US Trade Representative)
determination.

India takes the elimination
of forced labour seriously as a
constitutional obligation, and
as.a maifer of international law
and principle.

“India would like to
highlight its concerns with the
USTRS report and findings
against India.” he said.

The USTR has not satisfied
the relevant legal standards
under Section 301{d) of
the Trade Act. A mere
absence of a forced labour
import prohibition without
evidentiary basis of other

India remains
willing to engage
constructively with
the USTR through
consultation and
dialogue on any
specific concern

HIGHLIGHTS

» India takes the
elimination of forced
labour seriously as a
constitutional abligation,
and as a matter of
int'l law and principle

» ‘India would Rke to
highlight its concerns with
USTR’s report & findings
against Indic, Joint Secy
in Dept of Commerce

_Bid] Mohon Mishra sold

» The USTR has not
satisfied relevant legal
standards under Section
301(d) of the Trade Act

statutory requirements cannol
be construed as unreasonable
under Section 301, he added.
The USTR determination
does not provide a rationale
for countrywide tariffs and
impermissibly  clubs 46
economies (including India)
into a single category, according
to the written transcript of the
hearing. held on July § and
published on the USTR website.
The USTRS Section 301
investigation report concerns
the failure to impose and
effectively enforce a prohibition

on the importation of goods
produced with forced labour,

India has stated that the
adopted methodology s
particularly flawed as the
determination is based on
case studies of a handful of
economies and relied on broad
trade patterns.,

The report, he said, relies on
broad data and it presupposes
that an economy’s imports
flagged for this stull involving
imports made with forced
labour are exported to the US
without providing any sector-

ar country-specific evidence
and actual linkages with forced
labour.

In relation to India, there
is inadequate and insufficient
evidence that lack of forced
labour import ban causes an
unfiair competitive advantage to
the detriment of the American
industry, he said.

“In  conclusion, it is
submitted that the USTR
reconsider the imposition of
tariff in light of the identified
inconsistencies in the report
in the Federal Register notice.
We ask any trade problems be
addressed within the framework
of the India-US bilateral trade
negotiation, not  through
unilateral measures such as this
investigation,” he added.

|I'Ilﬁjl remains willing to
engage constructively with the
LISTR lhmugh consultation
and dialogue on any specific
concern.

Making submissions on
behalf of (APEDA), Shreyans
Gupta, First Secretary in
the Embassy of India in
Washington, DX, said that the
export promotion body objects
o the USTRS observations on
the import of rice allegedly
made with forced labour into
India and the alleged impact
on such imports in distorting
the competitive conditions for

the export and domestic sale of
rice produced in the US,

It is important to note that
India’s imports of rice are very
small and that caters to targeted
demands of specific and niche
FicE varieties.

Gupta said that the overall
value of rice imported into India
in relation to the value of rice
exported from India io the US
is not even three per cent.

He added that there are
regulatory checks in place that
prevent exports from India of
imported rice that have been
produced with forced labour.

Export of rice from India to
the Us isallowed only from the
rice mills and processing units
registered with the agriculture
ministry.

“For these reasons, the
present investigation against
India may be rescinded
without prejudice.” Gupta said
requesting exempdion for Indian
rice from the proposed duty if
the proceedings continue,

CII too has submitted that
the proposed 125 per cemt
additional tariff is neither
supported in the evidence
presented, nor likely 1o advance
the stated policy goal.

The USTR report does
not  establish that Indias
palicy framework burdens US
commerce, the chamber said.
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FTA monitoring panel to review
utilisation of 16 pacts in August

=

Amiti Sen

New Delhi

The Commerce Depart-
ment's FTA  monitoring

committee is scheduled to
meet in August to undertake
a comprehensive review of
the implementation of the
country's 16 operational
trade agreements, including
the recently implemented
pacts with the UKand Oman,
and identify the challenges
faced by exporters in using
the concessions they offer.

“The government is seck-
ing detailed feedback from
industry on the impediments
in utilising the different
FTAs. Sector-wise inputs are
being collected so that the is-
sues can be addressed,” a
source told businessline.

Of the 16 trade pacts im-
plemented so far by the
country, 10 were |mplem|_n—
ted before the BIP govern-
ment came to power in 2014,

TRADE ASSESSMENT. Committee will dlscuss the impediments faced by industry

TAKING STOCK. The FTA monitoring committee’s review
assumes significance as India pursues a strategy of signing
comprehensive trade agreements with advanced economies

These include the India-Sri
Lanka FTA, the Agreement
on Safta, the India Nepal
Treaty of Trade, the India-
Bhutan Agreement on Trade
Commerce and Transit, the

India-Thailand FTA - Early

Harvest Scheme, the India-
Singapore CECA, the India-
Asean CECA, the India-
Malaysia CECA, the India-
South Korea CEPA, and the
India-Japan CEPA.

The ones signed by the
present government are the

India-Mauritius CECPA, the
India-UAE CEPA, the India-
Oman CEPA, the India-Aus-
tralia ECTA, the India-EFTA
(Switzerland, Iceland, Liech-
tenstein, Norway) TEPA and
the India-UK CETA.

FTA UTILISATION

A range of factors was
flagged by industry that limit
FTA utilisation. “The prob-
lems include the complex
and stringent rules of origin
that determine eligibility for

preferential tariffs, espe-
cially the product specific
rules, the cumbersome docu-
mentation and certification
requirements, limited
AWArcness among L'KPDITEFS.
particularly MSMEs, and in-
creasingly demanding tech-
nical regulations, sanitary
and phytosanitary measures
and quality standards in
partner countries,” an in-
dustry source said.

India’s overall FTA utilisa-
tion has been historically
very low. “Only an estimated
20-30 per cent of India’s eli-
gible exports take advantage
of FTA preferences. Many
small firms prefer to avoid
the compliance burden for
modest tariff savings,” ac-
cording to a 2026 report on
FTA challenges by GTRI.

The FTA monitoring com-
mittee’s review assumes sig-
nificance as India pursues an
ambitious strategy of signing
comprehensive trade pacts
with advanced economies.

India, New Zealand to speed implementation
of FTA; to double trade toX35,000 cr by 2030

mup Singh

New Delhi

India and New Zealand have
committed to ensuring the
early entry into force and ef-
fective implementation of
the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA),as outlined in a vision
document unveiled in Auck-
land on Saturday. The two
countries also elevated their
ties to a strategic partner-
ship, setting a 2030 roadmap
to double bilateral trade in
goods and services to
T35,000 crore (NZ$7 billion)
over the next four years.

The strategic partnership
envisages deeper coopera-
tion in trade, defence, mari-
time security, tourism, cul-
ture, sports, agri-tech,
people-to-people exchanges,
and coordination on Indo-
Pacific priorities and multi-
lateral issues.

Prime Minister Narendra

N

Modi and his New Zealand
counterpart  Christopher
Luxon announced the
roadmap after bilateral talks
in Auckland. The FTA was
signed on April 27, 2026.

RATIFICATION ON

The announcement is expec-
ted to ease concerns over op-
position to the pact from
sections of New Zealand's
ruling coalition and its dairy
industry. While the ratifica-
tion process has begun in
New Zealand, with the first
of the three mandatory par-

liamentary readings com-
pleted, no timeline has been
set for the agreement to
come into force.

External Affairs Secretary
(East) Rudrendra Tandon
said New Zealand had as-
sured India that the agree-
ment enjoys bipartisan polit-
ical backing and that the
ratification process would
move ahead swiftly.

Despite differences
within the ruling coalition,
he said Prime Minister
Luxon had conveyed that the
FTA enjoys broad political
support.

On the implementation
timeline, he added: “There is
nocommitment toaset date,
but the ratification process
has begun... There is hope
that these readings will pro-
ceed quickly and the process
will be completed sooner
rather than later.”

Modi and Luxon also in-
teracted with a select group

of CEOs and business lead-
ers, urging them to expand
investments and commer-
cial partnerships to help
achieve the bilateral trade
target by 2030.

INVESTMENT PUSH
Describing the FTAasaland-
mark agreement, Modi said
it would deepen economic
ties and create new oppor-
tunities in market access, in-
vestment, services, techno-
logy and talent mobility.

On New Zealand’s an-
nouncement to facilitate up
to $20 billion in invest-
ments, Tandon said the fo-
cus was on building a long-
term economic partnership
rather than creating binding
investment commitments,

The two sides also signed
a Memorandum of Arrange-
ment on Maritime Coopera-
tion between India's Min-
istry of Defence and the New
Zealand Defence Force.

Weak monsoon may lift soluble fertlluser clemand price remains blgger risk: SFAI
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siluble fertilier makers this
Kharil seascn, bet a sharp rise
I prices pases a bigger risk
to demand, industry body
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Frices of key Inputs have
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the past year due to China's
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President Rajib Chakraborty
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What are the gains from the India-UK. trade deal?

How do the two countries benefit from the deal? What changes will the deal bring for Indian
workers in the UK.? What were the intractable issues left out of the deal? Why does this deal

stand out in particular?

T.C.A. Sharad avan
The story so far:
he India-U.K. Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA) came into effect on July 15, a
year after it was signed. At the same
time, the India-U.K. Double Contribution
Convention (DCC) also comes into effect. The
trade deal has been hailed by both sides, with
Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal even
calling it the “gold standard” of India’s free trade
agreements.

What trade benefits does India get?

While speaking to the media a day before the
deal came into force, Mr. Agrawal said the CETA
stood out not just for its breadth, but also depth.
That is, not only does it cover a wide range of
tariff and non-tariff issues, but it also yields deep
concessions within many of these issues.

As per the deal, the U.K. will immediately
remove tariffs on 96.8% of its tariff lines,
accounting for 97.7% of trade by value. An
additional 2% of tariff lines, amounting to 1.8%
of trade value, will see reduced tariffs based on
quotas. In total, this covers 98.8% of tariff lines
and 99.5% of trade value.

Apart from tariffs, the 30 chapters of the
CETA also cover digital trade, government
procurement, small and medium enterprises,
innovation, labour, environment, and gender.
They also address non-tariff barriers such as
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and
‘Technical Barriers to Trade so that they do not
become insurmountable trade restrictions in the
future,

The CETA also incorporates a significant
section on services, which is of considerable
interest to India since services exports are a vital
engine of growth. The U.K. has agreed to grant
commercial presence rights to Indian
companies in sectors such as computer services,
consultancy, and environmental services, This
means [ndian companies operating in these

Apart from its
breadth and
depth, the
CETA stands
out for two
other reasons:
automobile
tariffs and
government
procurement

INDIA-UK CETA

IJrunn Minister of Cammerce and Industry Piyush Goyal addresses a press

conference on the India-U_K. CETA, in New Delhi. ani

sectors can set up branches, subsidiaries, or
representative offices in the U.K.

What is the DCC and how does it help Indian
workers in the ULK.?
One big win for India is the DCC. Under this
deal, Indian workers in the UK. and their
employers will no longer need to pay social
security in the U.K. if that payment is being
made in India. The duration of this relief was
initially three years, but was revised to five.
The problem was that Indian workers in the
U.K. were paying social security in both India
and in the U.K. Most Indian workers in the UK.
are there for short periods of up to five years.
However, under UK. law, workers can claim
social security benefits only after making
contributions for 10 years. As a result, Indian
workers would pay into the system but return to
India before becoming eligible to receive the
benefits. Now, the five-year relief under the DCC
means that about 90% of Indian workers in the
U.K. will no longer have to part with about 23%
of their salaries towards U.K. social security, as
long as they are paying social security in India.
Mr. Agrawal said this will benefit over 75,000
Indian workers and more than 900 employers.

What does the UK. gain?

The U.K. stands to gain significantly in terms of
market access in both goods and services, even
as India has sought to protect its sensitive
sectors from foreign competition.

India will immediately remove tariffs on goods
accounting for 30.3% of trade value, with tariffs
on an additional 47% of trade value being
eliminated in a phased manner. It will also offer
reduced tariff rates under quota arrangements
for goods accounting for 12.1% of trade value. In
total, this will cover 89.5% of tariff lines and
89.4% of trade value.

In terms of popular U.K. products, alcohol
from the U.K., especially whiskey, is set to
become cheaper in India, and so are British
cars, and engineering products.

India has also agreed to open up some of its
key service sectors to U.K. firms, such as
accounting, auditing, financial services, telecom,
and environmental services. This means that
U.K. companies in these sectors can offer their
services to Indian customers without first having
to establish a local presence here. India has also
agreed to recognise U.K. professional
qualifications in law and accounting.

Are there any unusual aspects of the deal?
Apart from its breadth and depth, the CETA
stands out for two other reasons: automobile
tariffs and government procurement.

This deal is the first under which India has
agreed to reduce tariffs on automobile imports.
On July 10, the Directorate General of Foreign

Trade notified the tariff rates that will apply to
auto imports from the U.K. Under the
arrangement, 20,000 completely built petrol
and diesel passenger vehicles will be allowed to
enter India in the first year at concessional tariff
rates of 30-50%, depending on engine size and
vehicle type, down from the standard import
duty of 66-110%.

The quota will gradually increase to 37,000
such vehicles by the fifth year of the deal, before
gradually falling to 15,000 by the 15th year and
beyond. The tariffs on these in-quota vehicles
will fall to 10% in the fifth year and remain there.
There are separate quotas and tariffs for
alternative fuel passenger vehicles and
commercial vehicles.

Regarding government procurement, UK.
firms will now be allowed to participate in
Indian Central government procurement bids,
However, they can participate only as Class-11
local suppliers in eligible tenders.

Indian suppliers, on the other hand, will
continue to receive Class-1 local supplier
preference in the U.K. However, U.K. market
access will be limited to non-sensitive Central
government entities and utilities, excluding
central PSUs and State/local government
procurement. According to the Ministry of
Commerce, this provides Indian suppliers legal
access to the UK. government procurement
market worth around £90 billion ($122 billion).
India is providing reciprocal opportunities of
around $114 billion.

What has been left out of the deal?
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal has repeatedly
said that India and the UK. have not let the best
become the enemy of the good in negotiating
this deal. That is, issues that were intractable
were left out of the deal and are being worked
out separately.

One key element is an investment agreement.
The Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) India has signed and
implemented with the four European Free
Trade Association (EFTA) countries includes a
provision where the EFTA bloc has committed to
facilitating investment of $100 billion in India
over 15 years. The India-New Zealand free trade
agreement too includes a provision where New
Zealand will facilitate investments of $20 billion
in India over 15 years. The U.K. deal does not
include any such provision.

Another is investor-state dispute resolution.
Ever since India unilaterally cancelled all its
Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) in 2017,
dispute resolution has been a key sticking point
for foreign investors. Under the earlier BITs,
investment disputes could be referred to
international arbitration in a neutral third
country. With their cancellation, the disputes
are being arbitrated in India. The perception is
that this is not a fair process.

India has also not managed to wring any
concessions from the U.K. regarding the latter’s
upcoming Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism tariffs. However, no country has
made headway in this regard.
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Exporters seek govt intervention
as W. Asia crisis disrupts shipping

GROWING CONCERN. FIEO flags fewer

—
Amiti Sen
New Delhi

Escalating shipping disrup-
tions triggered by the con-
tinuing crisis in West Asia
have prompted Indian ex-
porters to seek urgent gov-
ernment intervention, amid
warnings that soaring freight
rates, fewer direct calls by
mother vessels at Indian
portsand increasing depend-
ence on foreign tranship-
ment hubs are hurting In-
dia’s export
competitiveness,

In a letter last week to
Union Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal, the Federa-
tion of Indian Export Organ-
isations (FIEQ) sought an
urgent meeting  with the
Ministry to discuss immedi-
ate and long-term measures
toaddress the disruptions,

KEY DEMANDS

“We want to take up with the
Shipping Ministry the escal-
ation in shipping related
problems being faced by ex-
porters and look for some
solutions,” FIEQ DG Ajay
Sahai told businessline.

TRADE TURBULENCE. The

continuous rise in freight

charges is taking place as shipping lines are

B i

rerouting services and adjusting capacity in response to security concerns in the Red Sea region

Key demands include ra-
tionalisation and greater
transparency in freight and
contingency charges, restor-
ation of more direet mather
vessel calls at Indian ports,
measures to ensure adequare
vessel capacity and schedule
reliability, and the creation
of contingency mechanisms
to minimise disruptions dur-
ing future geopolitical erises.

“The concerns have been
reinforced by continued
freight hikes by global ship-
ping lines, the latest being

French carrier CMA CGM's
announcement of a fresh
Peak  Season  Surcharge
(PS5) effective August 15 on
cargo originating from India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the
Middle East Gulf and Red
Sea ports and bound for the
US East Coast, Gulf Coast
and inland destinations,”
Sahai said,

FRESH SURCHARGES
The surcharge has been fixed
at $5000 per container
across major categories.

In its letter, FIEQO high-
lighted that the West Asia
crisis had disrupted shipping
networks, resulting in fewer
direct calls by mainline ves-
sels at Indian ports and for-
cing a larger share of export
cargo to be routed through
overseas transhipment hubs
such as Colombo, Singapore
and Jebel Ali.

The increased reliance on
feeder services has increased
transit time, cargo handling
costs and overall logistics ex-
penses, while irregular sail-

| calls, surging freight costs; carriers roll out new surcharges

ing schedules and container
shortages have added to
uncertainty,

The continuous rise in
freight charges is taking
place as shipping lines are
rerouting services and ad-
justing capacity in response
to;ccurity concerns in the
Red Sea region,

“These developments are
particularly concerning at a
time when India is pursuing
an ambitious export growth
strategy and has set its sights
on achieving merchandise
and services exports of 52
trillion by 2032, Reliable,
predictable and  cost-eff-
clent maritime connectivity
is indispensable for achiev-
ing this national objective,”
the letter noted.

FIEOQ also urged the gov-
ernment to work with ship-
ping lines and port authorit-
ies to restore direct mainline
connectivity, improve sched-
ule reliability and strengthen
India’s maritime resilicnce
against future geopolitical
disruptions,

It said timely intervention
would help contain logistics

costs and safeguard the com-
petitiveness  of  Indian
CXPOTTS.

TRADE DEFICIT WIDENS TO FIVE-MONTH HIGH OF $30.43 BILLION

Exports rise 15.5% to $40.41 bn in
June, imports up 31% to $70.84 bn

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India’s exports
rose 15.5 per cent year-on-year
to $40.41 billion in June, while
the trade deficit widened to a
five-month high of $30.43 bil-
lion due to a surge in imports,
driven mainly by higher crude
oil prices.

While crude oil imports
jumped 40 per cent to $19.32
billion during the month, the
countrys overall merchan-
dise imports in June went up
by about 31 per cent to $70.84
billion.

During the first half of June,
oil prices were at around $90
per barrel. The prices have now
come down to below $80 per
barrel.

Inbound shipments of pre-
cious metals, electronics and
machinery too pushed the
country’s import bill during
the last month.

Electronics, machinery and
gold imports grew by 58.77 per
cent to $13.4 billion, 30.9 per
cent to $5.8 billion, and 7 per
cent to about $2 billion, respec-
tively, in June.

During April-June this fis-
cal, exports increased 15.92 per
cent to $129.32 billion, while
imports rose 19.89 per cent to
$216.18 billion.

Merchandise trade defi-
cit during April-June 2026-27
was $86.86 billion as compared
to $68.75 billion in the same
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HIGHLIGHTS

» During April-June this
fiscal, exports increased
15.92 per cent to
$129.32 billion, while
imports rose 19.89 per
cent to $216.18 billion

» Merchandise trade
deficit during April-June
2026-27 was $86.86
billion as compared to
$68.75 billion in the
same period last year

» The trade gap in June
2025 was $19.1 billion
and $34.68 billion in

| Source: Ministry of Commerce & industry Jenuary this year
53 ” » Gold imports in the first
India’s exports to the West Asian et o W il

region have ‘evened

out’ in June, as it

has recorded a 7.29 per cent year-on-
year growth to $5 billion

period last year.

The trade gap in June 2025
was $19.1 billion and $34.68
billion in January this year.

Gold imports in the first
quarter of this fiscal year rose
to $11.01 billion from $7.49
billion in April-June last year.

Briefing the media on
the data, Commerce Sec-
retary Rajesh Agarwal said
Indias exports are register-
ing a healthy growth in areas

such as electronics, iron ore,
handicrafts, meat and dairy
products,

The main countries where
Indias exports recorded a jump
in shipments include South
Africa, Singapore, China,
Oman and Malaysia.

India’s exports to the West
Asian region have “evened out”
in June, as it has recorded a 7.29
per cent year-on-year growth
to $5 billion, Commerce Secre-

year rose to $11.01
billion from $7.49 billion
in April-June last year

tary Rajesh Agarwal said.

The shipments to the region
had declined in March due
to the US-Iran conflict, but

improved in April and further

in May.

“Our exports to the Middle
East have evened out,” he told
reporters here. The shipments
in June 2025 were $4.67 billion.

The country’s exports to
the UAE rose 3.57 per cent
to $2.7 billion, but shipments

to Saudi Arabia declined
by 4.42 per cent to $768.56
million.

On the other hand, imports
from the UAE and Oman have
registered a positive growth.
But it dipped by 29.75 per cent
from Saudi Arabia. Indian
exporters are using three ports
(Dugm, Sohar and Salalah) in
Oman to push exports to the

1on.

The US-Iran conflict has
severely impacted the move-
ment of ships carrying cargoes
in international waters, par-
ticularly through the Strait of
Hormuz.

India normally exports
goods worth about $6 billion
every month to the region.

Meanwhile, Indias exports
to the US dipped 1.21 per cent
to $8.17 billion in June, while
imports grew 33.86 per cent
year-on-year to $5.5 billion,
according to government data.

In June 2025, Indias exports
to the US stood at $8.27 billion,
while imports were reported at
$4.11 billion.

During April-June 2026-
27, the country’s merchandise
exports declined marginally by
0.06 per cent to $25.46 billion,
while imports increased 23.82
per cent to §16.65 billion.

India and the US are nego-
tiating a trade pact. The US has
imposed an additional 10 per
cent temporary tariffs for 150
days from February 24.
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Cabinet approves new investment policy to
boost urea fertilizer productlon by 10 mt

Prahhudaua Mishra
Mew Delhi

In a major push toward self-
reliance in fertilizers, the
Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs (CCEA) on
Wednesday approved the Na-
tional Investment Policy for
Urea-2026. The policy aims
to facilitate the establish-
ment of eight new plants,
generating an additional 10
million tonnes (mt) of out-
put to offset India’s current
import dependence on the
nitrogen nutrient. Open to
public, private, and co-oper-
ative sector participation, it
is projected to pump up to
¥90,000 crore of fresh invest-
ments into the fertilizer sec-
tor if targets are met.

With an annual capacity of
1.27 mt, a greenfield urea
plant entails an investment
of $1.2-1.5 billion, while a
brownfield unit with the
same capacity may require

$900  million, industry
sources said.
IMPORT REDUCTION

Briefing the media after the
Cabinet meeting, Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw said
that the new policy would
help set up 8-9 new plants

and make the country
achieve self-sufficiency in
urea. “India’s import de-
pendence has come down
due to the addition of six new
plants in the last decade. Cre-
ation of 8-9 new plants will
help the country meet its
complete requirement loc-
ally and make it aal-
manirbhar in urea,” Vaish-
naw said.

Currently, India imports
about 10 mt of urea, whereas
the domestic production is
about 30 mt against an an-
nual demand of about 40 mt.
Demand is rising at 5 per cent
per annum due to changing
crop patterns and higher
foodgrain production, he
said. Officials said that due to
ethanol demand, maize area
and its production have gone
up, so also the demand for
urea to meet the crop’s op-
timum yield.

Under the policy, the gov-
ernment has separated fixed
and variable costs for subsidy
calculation and the Return
on Equity (RoE) at a min-
imum of 12 per cent and a
maximum of 16 per cent. Be-
sides, forex risk mitigation is
also there, he said, adding it
will result in savings of 250
crore per plant. In the last
decade, India has added 6
urea plants of 1.27 mt capa-

city, including two in the

private sector and four
through the revival of closed
units. On the other hand, in
the private sector, one plant
has moved from urea to
green ammonia production
after being sold toa US-based
company, and another plant
in Uttar Pradesh suspended
operations in 2025.

MARGIN CONCERNS

Industry sources said that ex-
isting players who have been
serving the urea sector face
an uncertain future due to
continuous tightening of en-
ergy efficiency norms, redu-
cing the margins available. As
the subsidy will be higher for
new units under the 2026
policy, the CEO of a leading
fertilizer company said: “It is
very good for the new plants.
But what about the old plants

that are operating at very low
margins?” Since the urea sub-

sidy takes into account the
production costs, including a
profit margin of about 12 per
cent, some plants complain
about either ‘no-profit-no-

loss” or even negative
realisation.
BIG POLICY SHIFT

Former Chairman and MD of
Rashtriya Chemicals and Fer-
tilizers RG Rajan said: “The
new policy marksa structural
shift in fertiliser policy
framework as it ensures vi-
able returns while delinking
fixed-cost recovery from dol-
lar fluctuations. This also in-
sulates the government from
exchange-rate volatility.”

With urea import depend-
ence at 27.5 per cent and 95
per cent of production based
on natural gas, which is
largely dependent on impor-
ted LNG, India needs a long-
term strategy built on indige-
nous resources, said Balasa-
heb Darade, President, Gasi-
fication Technologies and
Research Council of India.

The policy rightly focuses
on capacity expansion and
modernisation, he said,
adding that it presents an op-
portunity to promote coal
gasification-based urea
production.
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DISCLAIMER

The report is prepared using information of a general nature and is not intended to
address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. The report has been
prepared from various public sources and the information received from these sources is
believed to be reliable. The information available in the report is selective and subject to
up-gradation, revision and amendment. While the information provided herein is
believed to be accurate and reliable, Agro Chem Federation of India does not make any
representations or warranties, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of completeness
of such information and data available in the public domain.
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